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Heroin use on the rise, according to police
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Police in both Aransas Pass and
Ingleside both say that heroin use is on
the rise.

Aransas Pass Police Chief Eric
Blanchard said that heroin is on the
rebound again in Aransas Pass. He also
said that Corpus Christi medical staff
have told him that this is occurring in all
of South Texas.

Ingleside Police Chief Stan Bynum has

use of synthetic marijuana.

Care Regional Medical Center
(CRMC) Business Development
Director Randall Freeze provided data
from the records regarding overdoses on
opiates. After removing cases believed
to be overdoses on physician prescribed
medications, which were considered
accidental, there were 19 overdose cases
in 2013. There have been 10 overdose
cases through the first three months

Chief Nursing Officer Christal Burns
said the hospital does see a problem
with heroin overdoses. Those who call
911 are usually taken care of by the time
they reach the emergency room. EMS
officials are able to give the life-saving
medication called Narcan.

“Usually that is the main thing that
they need and a lot of times one dose is
enough and sometimes it is not,” Burns
said.

where family or friends put them in their
car and bring them up here. We go get
them from the car. They will be blue, be
not breathing and often appear deceased
or almost deceased,” she said.

They are brought into the hospital and
administered Narcan. The treatment is
very quick, but emergency room staff
recommends they stay for a while to be
monitored and given additional doses if
needed. Burns said those brought to the

“What’s so sad is that the parents
aren't going to know about this. They
won't know that their child almost died
because most of them are adults, and
if they choose to tell them, its their
decision,” Burns said.

The hospital not only does not notify
parents or guardians, but also does not
notify police because of privacy policies.
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