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Gregg Cantrell is an award-winning Texas historian who serves as the Erma and Ralph Lowe Chair in 
Texas History at Texas Christian University. This year, he received a Portal to Texas History Research 
Fellowship, funded by the Portal Endowment, to support research for his upcoming book on the Texas 
Populist Party of the 1890s. Populism was arguably the most successful and important third-party 
movement in American history, and Texas was the birthplace of Populism and home to more Populists 
than any other state. 

How has the award of a Portal to Texas History Research Fellowship aided you towards completion of 
your book, The People’s Revolt: Texas Populists and the Roots of American Liberalism?
The award has allowed me to focus on my research and writing. The Portal’s newspapers and documents 
have furnished the lion’s share of the primary sources for this book, which I’ve been working on for ten 
years. I have now completed all but the conclusion, and it’s not an exaggeration to say that this book 
would have been impossible without the amazing resources on The Portal.

Are you using The Portal in your courses, and how has this changed the classroom for you  
and your students?
I absolutely use it for my classes, both at the graduate and undergraduate level.  Last year I completely 
revamped my upper-level undergraduate Texas history class, making the study of primary sources the 
centerpiece of the course.  Of some thirty primary source documents that I used in the class, at least 
half came from The Portal.  As recently as yesterday afternoon I spent thirty minutes in my graduate 
research seminar with The Portal on the big screen in my classroom, demonstrating all of its features 
and capabilities to my students and showing them how they can use it for their own research topics.  The 
students were amazed at what a powerful research tool it is.

Have you used The Portal for other research? 
As a Texas historian, I use The Portal in virtually all of my research.  Although I am primarily a political 
historian specializing in the politics of the 1890s, I have a side interest in music history, and I have used 
The Portal extensively in researching early twentieth-century American composers.  It is a rare day 
when I do not log onto The Portal at least once.
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146,602
New items added to the PTTH last year

7,986,420
Portal uses last year

665K
Uses per month

“UNT Libraries has spent the past 15 years preserving Texas 
history through the creation and cultivation of The Portal to 
Texas History. The Portal is a free and public online gateway 
to rare, historical and primary source materials from or 
about Texas and the collection’s rapid growth would not be 
possible without your financial contributions. Your support 
of the Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas History 
Endowment has made nearly 10 million files accessible.  
Thank you for supporting UNT Libraries and The Portal to 
Texas History.”

     Neal Smatresk | UNT President

Thanks to the combined generosity of individuals, corporations and foundations alike, we are pleased to 
report that UNT Libraries exceeded its Year Two milestone by $68,573.47.  With the completion of years 
one and two of this four-year Challenge Grant, we have garnered more than $516,000 in support toward 
our $1.5M goal.  

As we began Year Three on August 1st, 2017, the work continues to surpass this year’s goal of 
$750,000 by the close of July 2018.  Overall, we are now just shy of $1M needed to fully satisfy the 
Challenge Grant.  As we continue seeking additional support, we are confident that through the 
continued generosity of partners like you, and our philanthropic communities, we will also surpass 
this milestone.  For now, we express our sincere appreciation and say a heartfelt THANK YOU!     

The Portal to Texas History Highlights
 » Hitting 5 million pages of historic newspapers preserved and online in March of 2017

 » A new image of David Crockett was discovered at Log Cabin Village, and a sighting on UNT’s 
Portal to Texas History prompted the discovery. http://www.texasmonthly.com/the-culture/new-
image-davy-crockett-discovered-fort-worth-museum/

 » Over 380 Partners now contributing content to the Portal

 » The Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas History Endowment income funded five Portal to 
Texas History Research Fellowships to scholars to support their research and scholarly output:

 » Dr. Gregg Cantrell | Erma & Ralph Lowe Chair in Texas History, Texas Christian University
 » Tiffany J. González | Doctoral candidate, Texas A&M University
 » Dr. Heather Sinclair | Lecturer, University of Texas at El Paso
 » Brian Elliott | Ph.D Student, University of North Texas
 » Robin Roe | Doctoral candidate, Texas A&M University

Please join us in celebrating a successful milestone, as we surpassed the midpoint goal in raising 
significant matching funds for the National Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant for 
the Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas History Endowment.

As Far as the Eye Can See
The Portal to Texas History

Everything is bigger in Texas, including our rich, diverse history spanning centuries. 
Preservation of all-things-Texas is essential to maintaining and sharing our heritage. 
From the Texas Revolution to the Digital Revolution, The Portal brings history into the 
digital age and places vast historical collections at everyone’s fingertips.

The Lone Star State’s story is full of pride and must be preserved, providing a link to the 
past and promoting strong communities statewide. Stories, photos, film, newspapers 
and memorabilia remind us of the people, places and events that have shaped the lives 
of past, present and future Texans. By preserving, digitizing and providing free access to 
countless treasures of our state’s heritage, we connect people with the past. 

Since we started tracking users in 2009, nearly 40 million people have used the Portal to Texas History. 
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