
UNT Theses & 
Dissertations Collection

A Global Footprint

“...these important research outputs of the University have been used 

and accessed nearly 7 million times since going online...”

As we marked and celebrated our 125th year in North Texas, I invite 

you to get lost in the attractions and amenities of the Libraries at UNT. 

Back for my 7th year, I am excited to see all of the new spaces, faces, 

programs and resources added over the last one. Once a single building 

on the corner of Fry St., the Libraries now span six locations, thousands 

of square feet, and millions of artifacts, all free and open to the public. 

Please use our attached guide to navigate the Libraries and read about 

some of the milestones we’ve reached along the way. Live, learn, lead 

and most importantly, don’t be a stranger if we happen to cross paths.  

Best of journeys to you,

Invites you on a journey
MARTIN HALBERT, PH.D.
DEAN OF LIBRARIES

W
e

lc
h

 S
t

A
v

e
n

u
e

 B

A
v

e
n

u
e

 C

A
v

e
n

u
e

 A

C
e

n
tr

a
l A

v
e

A
v

e
n

u
e

 D
A

v
e

n
u

e
 D

N
o

rt
h

 T
e

x
a

s 
B

lv
d

W Prairie St

U
n

io
n

 C
ir

c
le

Maple St

Highland St

Chestnut St

W Sycamore St

W Mulberry St
W Mulberry St

W Hickory St

Fr
y

 S
t

A
v

e
n

u
e

 B

W Sycamore St

B
e

rn
ard

 St

Eagle Dr

Charlotte St

Louise St

Prairie St

Chestnut St

B
o

n
n

ie B
rae St

Hwy 77/N Elm St

Hwy 77/N Elm
 St

Coliseum

Honors

Clark Hall Maple Hall

Crumley Hall

Business Leadership Building

Kerr

Hall

Hall
Gateway 
Center

Highland St 
Parking 
Garage 

Wooten
Hall 

Hurley 

Physics 
Building 

Visual Arts
Building

Curry 
Hall

Language 
Building

Auditorium

Admin Building 

Chilton Hall 

Tennis 

P.E. Field 

Music 
Practice 

Music 
Annex

Ken 
Bahnsen

Gym 

P.E.
Building 

Music 
Building 

University 
Union 

Sycamore Hall 

Life Sciences 
Complex 

Bruce Hall

EESAT 
Building Chemistry 

Building

Hickory 
Hall

General 
Academic 
Building

Terrill Hall

Marquis
Hall

Science Research
Building

Pohl Rec Building
West Hall

Santa Fe Square

Traditions

Traditions Field

Fouts 
Field

Hall

McConnell HallChestnut
Hall

Legends
Hall

College Inn

Discovery 
Park

Union Circle 
Parking Garage 

Matthews 
Hall Annex

Radio,
TV & Film

Matthews Hall 

Murchison 
Performing 
Arts Center

Rawlins 
Hall

Willis 
Library

Baptist
Student 
Ministry

Bain Hall

Sage
Hall

ABOUT THE LIBRARIES

Parking  

Maps | Permits | Meters | Garages

Transportation 

Routes | Schedules | Stops |  

DCTA Services

Willis Library

940.565.2413 

The Study café | Study Rooms | 24-hour 

Student Computer Lab | Laptop checkout | 

Special Collections | The Factory |  

The Forum | Music Library 

Eagle Commons Library, Sycamore Hall

940.565.2194 

Government Information Connection |  

Collaboration & Learning Commons | 

Apple and Windows computers | Group 

study areas | Interactive whiteboards

Media Library, Chilton Hall

940.565.2480 

Films | Audiobooks | Video games,  

consoles, and accessories |  

Video recording equipment |  

Viewing carrels | Film screenings | 

Gaming events

Discovery Park Library

940.369.7200 

Journals | Research materials |  

Collections focused on Computer  

Science, Engineering, Information  

Sciences, and Educational Technologies

PARKING & TRANSPORTATION

FOLLOW US

Go to www.unt.edu/transit  

for the latest on:

library.unt.edu/ask-us

UNT Libraries

@UNT_Libraries

WIL2016 3:40PM
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STAMP BOOK

BOOK BAG
A good book bag is essential to gathering all of the guides and 
materials spread throughout the Libraries for your enjoyment and 
advancement. And you’ll need somewhere to store all of your badges! 
After you find the perfect one head directly to the service desk to 
stock up on the rest of your essentials.
 

PENCILS
Unique mood changing pencils are available at each of the service 
desks and can be sharpened throughout the physical library buildings.

UNT ID
Upon delivery of your travel voucher you should have been assigned 
an EUID from UNT. Once on campus you will be able to secure a 
physical ID card at the Eagle Student Services Center directly across 
from Willis Library. This single card will grant you access to the 
Libraries’ collections, technology, and equipment with a simple swipe. 

MAP
The UNT Libraries Map is key when trying to traverse the UNT 
Libraries and greater North Texas university area. A pocket version can 
be found at the service desk, or you can download one directly to 
your mobile device for those short treks. 

Pack your bags1
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Willis Library

D

iscovery Park Library

Media Library

Learn about some of our main attractions2

1,388,308 83,391
Annual Visitors

147,675
Annual Visitors Annual Visitors

Digital Library

2,653,099
Annual Sessions

Collection Highlights

The Portal to Texas History

Dissertations & Theses

Scholarly Works

Newspaper Archives

Historical Photographs

Eagle Commons Lib
ra

ry

138,349
Annual Visitors

Collection Highlights

Federal Documents

Texas State Documents

Political Science

Geography

Business

Collection Highlights

Films & Documentaries

Audiobooks

Tabletop Games

Video Games

Collection Highlights

Information Science

Computer Science

Engineering

Learning Technologies

Collection Highlights

Music Library

Special Collections

Arts & Humanities

Sciences

History

Education

Head Music Librarian

MARK MCKNIGHTHead, Library Learning Services &  
Political Science Librarian

JULIE LEUZINGER 

Head, Special Collections

MORGAN GIERINGER Head, Eagle Commons Library & 
Government Information Librarian

ROBBIE SITTEL 

Science and Engineering Librarian

BETH 
THOMSETT-SCOTT 

Head, Media Library

ERIN MILLER

The UNT Libraries are honored to house over 
25 specialized librarians that can provide 
research and reference assistance on subjects 
ranging from regional LGBT publications and 
government grant writing, to GIS mapping 
systems and silent film scores. By setting an 
appointment via the Ask Us access points, 
patrons and visitors can receive one-on-one 
guidance through the millions of volumes that 
are collected across the Libraries, and narrow 
their content to serve your specific interests. 

Get a trail guide Plan your routes3

Library Trail System
At UNT, when we say that we mean green, we mean that we MEAN GREEN! 
And in order to remain as green as possible, we don’t even walk on the grass. 
Seriously. Lucky for you, we have paved trails, paths, and corridors to 
connect all of our favorite buildings and outdoor spaces; this trail map will 
assist you in finding the shortest, quickest, and greenest routes to our main 
attractions. And keep an eye out for a little albino squirrel named 
Lucky—legend is that if you do you’ll have good luck as long as you visit. 

Patent Pending Pass

Gordon Knox Trail

Willis Library

Music Library

Special Collections

Digital Library

Eagle Commons Library

Media Library

Discovery Park Library

Cathy
Hartman
Corridor

Scenic
Eagle
Loop

Main Attractions

Sightseeing 

.19 mi

.13 mi

.32 mi

.19 mi

6 min.

4 min.

10 min.

6 min.

Discovery Park
To visit our satellite library, 
take Patent Pending Pass to  
catch a bus to UNT’s 
Discovery Park campus.

The Sustaining Arch Statue

Jody’s Fountain

University of North Texas Seal

In High Places Statue

Cathy Hartman Corridor

Trail Guide Length
Walking

Time

Gordon Knox Trail

Patent Pending Pass

Scenic Eagle Loop
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RECREATIONAL

Edible Books Festival
Recreate your favorite tales using 
yummy sweets and edible treats. 

Game On
Go head-to-head in a series of table 
top and video game brawls. 

Doc Spot Film Series
Uncover the hidden story behind 
some of history’s greatest events.

Escape the Libraries
Use your knowledge of Libraries to 
solve puzzles and evade the maze. 

Fem Flicks Film Series
Appreciate the world through the life 
and lens of fearless ladies. 

Special Collections 
Exhibits
View artifacts and documents 
found nowhere else in the world.

A Day at UNT
Introduce your young ones  
to primary resources and  
green pride.

The Human Library
Turn a page on intolerance and 
meet someone new.

UNT Speaks Out
Learn both sides of today’s greatest 
ideas and challenges. 

Digital Frontiers
Learn about the latest in digital 
tools for the humanities.

Spotlight on  
North Texas
Preserve your photos and videos 
from the area. 

EDUCATIONAL

HANDS-ON TRAINING

GIS Workshops
Learn about current mapping 
technology and how to use it.

Pixels & Pieces Game 
Design
Build, test, and play your very 
own board game. 

The Factory 
Workshops
Gain training on tech and skills 
of the future.

Software Carpentry
Prepare for progress in a 
binary world. 

Graduate Student 
Bootcamps
Strengthen your grit and grip 
on research. 

Writing Lab
Share your stories in a creative 
voice. 

Genealogy Workshops
Dig up your roots and connect 
to the past. 

As you adventure through the high stacks and dark 
corridors of the Libraries, stay alert for skills badges that you 
can collect throughout your trip.  With hundreds of films, 
workshops, exhibits and instruction sessions, you are sure 
to leave with a bag full of swag and a lifetime of stories.

Create your itinerary5

You Have ArrivedYou Have Arrived
Every journey starts with a single step in a new direction, and at the UNT Libraries we 

encourage you to begin yours at Willis Library. Willis has been serving the public, personal, 

and political needs of its patrons for over half a century, and for many it serves as a 

basecamp to countless pursuits. Starting your journey at Willis will allow you to reference 

all of the spaces and resources available within the system, and introduce you to a majority 

of our guides and their specializations. Drop by the Study coffee shop for an early morning 

fuel stop, and mark your itinerary for events and workshops that interest you across our 

main attractions. And if at any point you need assistance discovering the power and 

direction of your ideas, please visit any of our service desks on the 1st and 4th floors. 

 W
IL

LIS LIBRAR
Y

SIN C E 1971

Constructed in 1969, Willis Library was named in honor of A.M. 

Willis Jr., a regent and board chairman at UNT, for his “loyal 

and devoted service.” Opening to the public in 1971, Willis was 

built on the site of the institution’s first football field, and spans 

175,538 square feet. As you plan your stay at the Libraries, please 

take advantage of the 300 computers, 120 laptops, millions of 

printed books, and 1.6 million digital materials available for 

your reference and research. With nearly 10,000 sq. ft of newly 

renovated space, you need not look any further than Willis 

Library to plot your journey. 

QUICK STATS

Willis Library

80%

During peak hours, study rooms 
on average have a usage of...

12am-
6am

6am-
12pm

12pm-
6pm

6pm-
12am

=
That’s                        the size of a football field!

Safe
Haven by 
Nicholas
Sparks

3x

When you add up all the floors in 
Willis Library, it totals...

175,538 ft2

 MOST CHECKOUTS STUDY ROOM USAGE

Cans of food were donated during Food 
for Fines to support local food banks.

Willis Library hosts the largest computing 
lab on campus with logins totaling...

The average login time on our desktops 
increased this year.

COMPUTER LOGINS UNT PRESS

1,252

SERVICE USAGE

35min. 49min.

475,652 1,303/ year / day

That amounts to

additional hours of use.
113,622

Books PublishedBooks Sold

25,427

Interlibrary Loans Ask Us Questions

21,507 8,070
20

Holds RequestedLaptop Checkouts

23,234105,874

First Year Experience 
Students Reached

Copyright 
Consultations

4,70054

Reference QuestionsMarketing Projects

52,859242

UNT’s 125th Anniversary

A Journey to our Founding

For over 125 years, the University of North Texas 

has fulfilled its mission to create leaders and 

visionaries. Our students and alumni embody 

creativity, curiosity, and another quality that 

distinguishes them and makes them successful—

grit. These qualities are in UNT’s DNA, borne of an 

independent spirit that sets us apart.  

This past year, the Libraries celebrated UNT’s 

anniversary and supported campus initiatives 

by providing access to thousands of artifacts 

and historic photographs that document UNT’s 

illustrious legacy. These astounding materials 

were highlighted in stories from the Special 

Collections’ 125 Year Archival Retrospective 

blog, and in exhibits created by the department, 

featuring historical photographs, documents,  

and memorabilia. 

The blog led directly to the creation of the book, 

Independent, Original & Progressive: Celebrating 

125 Years of UNT. The volume, published by the 

Libraries, featured the best of UNT’s interesting 

history: the discovery of a 10,000 year old wooly 

mammoth skeleton near Denton which students 

excavated in 1953; the challenging first year 

of UNT icon Leon Breeden in establishing the 

nation’s first jazz program; and the filming of the 

football comedy “Necessary Roughness” at UNT in 

1991. We’re proud of all our work in supporting and 

honoring the 125th anniversary of our campus.

The Factory

Leading Through 
Innovation

Where do students go to explore and expand 

the limits of creativity? The Libraries. 

The UNT Libraries’ makerspace, The Factory, 

promotes the cooperative and creative use of 

technology. We provide the UNT community with 

access to equipment, software, and training that 

promotes innovative, cross-disciplinary learning. 

From electronics like Arduino kits to robotics, 

programming, prototyping with 3D printers, 

milling, die and laser cutting, to sewing machines 

and textiles, The Factory is the place where student 

imaginations soar. 

This year, The Factory received a $75,000 grant 

to augment the existing services offered by the 

makerspace. The grant, Beyond Books & Bytes: 

Promoting Creative & Hands-On Learning @ A 

University Library, enabled the Libraries to  

expand services, tools, and training offered 

through our existing makerspace and experimental 

technology lending service. Funding provides 

patrons from a variety of socioeconomic 

backgrounds with varying technical skills access to 

novel advanced technologies not typically found 

within most libraries. 

Few question the idea that a historian needs access 

to primary sources in an archive, or students in 

the social sciences need access to e-Journals. Yet, 

few academic libraries today provide teachers-in-

training with access to programmable robotics for 

today’s classrooms, photography equipment for a 

biology student to document their field work, or 

design software for a business major to prototype 

the innovative products of tomorrow.  

Students learn from weekly workshops that focus 

on video and sound editing, full spectrum laser 

cutting, InDesign for prototyping, building circuits, 

and learning to build and control a sonar rover. The 

Factory is a stop on the road to innovation, learning, 

and transforming. 

M
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Y

SIN C E 1941

QUICK STATS

Nothing passes the time and lifts the spirit quite like music. Thanks to the 

foundational dedication and passion of the late classical pianist and librarian, 

Anna Heyer (1910-2002), the UNT Music Library sits amongst the nation’s greatest 

collections and institutions like the New York Public Library, Harvard, Cornell, and 

Columbia University. Thanks to an influx of music majors and jazz enthusiasts 

after WWI, the UNT Music Library has grown decade over decade to serve and 

support prominent musicians and composers from Stan Kenton to Nora Jones, and 

houses one of the largest music collections in the U.S. In its majestic stacks you can 

find silent-movie scores, pop-music classics, and even rare live recordings of the 

legendary Duke Ellington. When it comes to filling your trip with the rich sounds 

of Texas and American history, the sky is literally the limit. As we celebrate our 75th 

Anniversary, we invite you to our celebratory reception and to take a piece of our 

history home with our commemorative book in the coffee shop. 

Music Library  

25,354
Printed Scores

10,440
CDs & Vinyl Records

CIRCULATION

MOST CHECKED-OUT

75TH ANNIVERSARY
The UNT Music Library at 75: 

Selections from Its  
Special Collections

Wrote & published a book.

75th Anniversary Endowment in 
Honor of Morris Martin, Music 

Librarian Emeritus

Launched an endowment.

ML75.UNT
April 22–23, 2016

Held a symposium & concert.

Music Book

A HISTORY OF 
WESTERN MUSIC

Printed Score

THE JAZZ 
THEORY BOOK

Compact Disc

GROUND UP BY 
SNARKY PUPPY

Music DVD

LULU BY 
ALBAN BERG

F
ounded in 1941 by Anna Harriet Heyer and Wilfred Bain, 

the UNT Music Library is one of the largest and most 

highly regarded academic music libraries in the country. 

The Music Library excels through the strength of its collections, 

which support the University’s renowned College of Music, the 

largest music school in the U.S. The Music Library also serves 

as a fruitful training ground for many highly successful music 

librarians due to the depth of expertise found in the resident 

faculty and staff. 

The Music Library supports the scholarly and performance 

research needs of the College of Music by collecting and 

preserving monographs, reference works, periodicals, printed 

music and sound recording formats, as well as subscribing to 

electronic databases for research and streaming music. Special 

collections are a particular strength of the Music Library’s 

holdings, emphasizing the many genres classified under 

Western art music and jazz, but also popular and ethnic genres.

These collections have been carefully curated throughout the 

decades by the vision, foresight, and leadership of founding 

music librarian Anna Harriet Heyer and Head Music Librarian 

Morris Martin, who for forty-two years worked tirelessly to 

grow and develop music collections of national prominence. 

Collection highlights include the collections of Leon Breeden, 

Stan Kenton, Duke Ellington, Arnold Schoenberg, Willis 

Conover, and the sheet music for New York City’s WOR radio 

station. To celebrate seventy-five years of existence, the Music 

Library staff planned a series of events to mark this momentous 

milestone. These events included a symposium, concert, and a 

gala reception.

One visiting scholar recently offered this unsolicited comment in 

praise of the resources at UNT: “It is a pleasure to see a collection that 

has been developed with such clear evidence of ‘intelligent design’.”

SPECIAL

C

O
LLE C TION

S

QUICK STATS

Every year a fresh wave of new ideas, talents, and professionals pour into the Libraries’ 

doors. As historians and academics, we endeavor to aggregate this collective knowledge, 

and strategically place it into the records of our great state, nation and planet. This is no 

small feat, and we are proud to say that we do it very well. As you twist and turn through 

the temperature controlled vault, you will find the pieces of history that UNT has been 

influenced and inspired by over the last 125 years. That can range from a book smaller than 

your thumbnail, to an original document signed by Sam Houston. Exhibits, both physical 

and virtual, allow for patrons to interact with documents and artifacts that once had to live 

behind glass and ropes. The Special Collections at UNT are one attraction that we strongly 

encourage you to experience during your time with us, and by doing so, you too become a 

character that tells our story and writes the next chapter. 

Special Collections MAJOR 
ACQUISITIONS

UNT’S 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY

NBC5/KXAS 
ARCHIVE

“Independent, Original and 
Progressive”: Celebrating 

125 Years of UNT

In collaboration with Digital 
Projects, digital access was 

created to over...

Blog Posts UNT Exhibits

11,000
Scripts

900
News Segments

The John Briggs Scrapbook Collection 
(The Dallas Way)

Pricilla Ybarra Fracking 
Oral History Collection

Ray and Georgia Gough  
Art Book Collection

Donald Thomas War Poetry Collection

Oak Lawn Symphonic Band Collection

UNT 125th Anniversary Committee Records

Carl Benton Compton Collection

John Rogers and Georgette deBruchard 
Photography Collection

60 2

Unique Collections

Supporting Faculty and Student 
Learning in the Classroom

During the 2016 spring semester, Dr. Todd Moye assigned research projects using the Libraries’ 

unique collections in a class on Civil Rights in the United States. Incorporating primary 

sources into the classroom is now an option with the wealth of online resources UNT Libraries 

make available for faculty and students. 

Moye states, “I have managed to use some aspect of unique collections—interviews from the 

UNT Oral History Collection, newspaper articles from the Portal to Texas History, etc.—in some 

way in nearly every class I have taught in the UNT History Department since 2005. Making 

primary sources available to students and helping them work through the contradictions and new 

possibilities they find there gets to the very heart of liberal arts education. I can’t imagine how 

I would be able to accomplish this—I certainly couldn’t accomplish it on a large scale—without 

having such easy access to these collections.”

Dr. John Murphy, Professor of Jazz History in the College of Music, tells his students, “The library 

is more than books, CDs, and journals, more than citation formats: it represents the accumulated 

work of many people. Because we have the unique collections, we can go into more depth and do 

more with primary sources. … When we listen to Lester Young’s solo on ‘Shoe Shine Boy’ we can 

learn more about that tune by examining the stock arrangement and the original sheet music.”

“Making primary sources available to students and helping them work 

through the contradictions and new possibilities they find there gets to 

the very heart of liberal arts education.” — Dr. Todd Moye

PORTAL TO
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Books are mesmerizing, but Wifi is magic! Thanks to the UNT

Libraries you can wander off to your heart’s desire knowing that

you will always have a solid connection to the Libraries’ unique 

collections in our digital libraries. Click through maps and 

newspapers from the turn of the century, or stream an NBC-5 news 

story from 1952 as you hike between attractions. With over 305,000 

new objects added this year alone, you can get lost in the art and 

history of these great plains from anywhere you decide.

QUICK STATS

Digital Library We had a total of 

uses this past fiscal year.

THE UNT DIGITAL LIBRARY RANKS

12,093,668

4 MILLION

The Texas Digital 
Newspaper Unit hit their

page milestone in May 2016.

11th
in the U.S.

24th
in the world

Complete redesign of The Portal 
to Texas History website.

6,744,638

4,653,453

695,577

The Portal to 
Texas History

UNT Digital Library

The Gateway to 
Oklahoma History 1st

YEARLY GROWTH

5,622,899 305,991
Pages Scanned Documents Added

First library in the United States to 
perform a TRAC Self-Audit.

This year the Libraries completed a multi-year project to digitize UNT graduate 

students’ theses and dissertations. UNT pioneered placing this important research 

online in 2007, and soon after the launch of the initiative the Libraries premiered a 

retrospective project to digitize and provide access to the entirety of UNT’s scholarly 

output of theses and dissertations. 

This trove of information represents a wealth of scholarly and artistic content created by 

masters and doctoral students in the degree-seeking process. Nearly 18,000 documents 

are now available for global access, and these important research outputs of the University 

have been used and accessed nearly 7 million times since going online—that’s an average 

of 388 uses for every single thesis or dissertation. 

The oldest theses in the collection date from 1936 and include works such as “An Analysis 

of Some of Browning’s Major Characters,” “A Correlation of the Edaphic Factors with the 

Vegetation of the Woodbine Sands, Denton County, Texas,” and “The Development of the 

Sulphur Industry in Texas.” A more recent finding includes, “Does Downhill Running Alter 

Monocyte Susceptibility to Apoptosis?” Yesterday, today, and tomorrow, UNT is committed 

to sharing research that will benefit the future. 

The Portal to Texas History 
Challenge Grant

Setting a Foundation  
for the Future

In December of 2015, the UNT Libraries were honored with a $500,000 grant from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to build the endowment base for the Portal 

to Texas History. Given this Challenge Grant, we launched efforts to seek support from donors 

and other philanthropic partners to help UNT Libraries secure $1,500,000 in matching funds 

that must be raised in the next four years.

The Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas History Endowment is named for the visionary 

who founded the Portal and managed the growing team that took the Portal from idea to 

the success it is today. Cathy Nelson Hartman retired in 2015, and her exemplary service still 

shows the way.

The Challenge Grant and match of $1.5 million will serve to build an endowment to sustain 

the Portal to Texas History while increasing capacity for technology, humanities content, and 

new educational activities. The impact of this Challenge Grant will also provide inestimable 

value to museums, libraries, archives, and historical societies across the state. The Challenge 

Grant enables UNT to improve and build upon a growing humanities program that is heavily 

used, not only by scholars and students, but by the general public. 

Year one of the grant ended successfully on July 31, 2016; we exceeded NEH’s fundraising 

goal by more than $100,000. The next three years will be pivotal in completing this challenge 

and setting a solid foundation for the future expansion of the Portal to Texas History. 
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Constructed in 1937, the library building in Sycamore Hall has carried 

many monikers and services. Once the “Library,” and later the “Science & 

Technology Library,” today the Eagle Commons Library houses some of 

the most treasured documents and collections in Texas’ history. Holding 

collections for law, political science, geography, and business, the ECL 

has provided research resources for patrons ranging from small business 

owners, to genealogists, to the local bee keeper. Download a set of maps 

on your mobile device, and take a trip through time as you navigate the 

scenic routes between attractions. 

QUICK STATS

Eagle Commons 
Library

TOP CIRCULATED 
FEDERAL DOCUMENT

OUR REACH

TOP CIRCULATED 
TEXAS DOCUMENT

14

The Emerging Nation:  
A documentary history of the 
foreign relations of the United 
States under the Articles of 
Confederation, 1780-1789

The Mammals 
of Texas by 
William B. Davis

Coordinated workshops &
presentations on the Funding 
Information Network.

5,000

$2,246

180
Voters Registered

Pocket Constitutions Distributed

Funding Information Network Requests

Federal Depository  
Library of the Year

UNT’s Government 
Information Connection 

For more than twenty years, the Libraries have worked with U.S. Government 

Publishing Office (GPO) to lead the way in digitizing government documents 

and preserving online government information before other libraries began 

those efforts.  GPO and UNT first partnered in 1997 for “The CyberCemetery,” 

which preserves and provides access to publications and websites of defunct 

Government agencies and commissions available nowhere else.

This year, the GPO recognized the Libraries’ Government Documents 

Department as a 2015 Library of the Year for its outstanding achievements 

and initiatives in the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP). UNT has 

demonstrated leadership and a commitment to providing free public access to 

federal government information.

UNT’s receipt of this honor demonstrates “another example of the critical role 

libraries play in helping GPO provide the public government information,” said 

GPO Director Davita Vance-Cooks. “These libraries are valuable partners to the 

FDLP and an incredible resource for the American people. GPO has such a rich 

history with libraries that dates back to 1895 and they have proven to be the 

backbone of keeping America informed.” UNT, as a FDLP library serving the 

North Texas region, ensures government documents are accessible and up-to-

date for their patrons.  

A Job in the Libraries

Guiding Students on 
their Path to Success 

The Libraries employ nearly 300 students a year from every discipline – 

helping them pay for college and living expenses, providing them with 

invaluable work experiences, and preparing them for future success.  

Meet two of our students. 

Jace Klepper is a senior earning a BS in Information Science. While working at the 

Libraries, Jace has reshelved and checked out books, created descriptions for Texas 

state documents, and answered reference questions about the Portal to Texas 

History. “Working at the Libraries reinforces my coursework, and there’s always 

librarians to bounce ideas off of.” During the fall semester of 2015, Jace interned 

at the Young Readers Center at the Library of Congress, marking the first internship 

there supported by the non-profit North Texas in DC Internship Program. Jace worked 

with children, assisted with author events, and coordinated programs with local schools. 

Breylin Becton, a senior in the Journalism program, worked at the Libraries for two 

years, creating and revising descriptive records for the Congressional Research 

Service (CRS) Reports. Through his work with this digital collection, he discovered 

a resource that could be incorporated into his coursework. “Having access to the 

CRS Reports really helped expand my understanding of just how many facets of 

our everyday life are directly affected by public policy,” Breylin said. “It also gave 

me a better understanding of the history of the political climate and public opinion 

surrounding important policy issues like social security, welfare, trade agreements, 

counterterrorism, and environmental protection. Now when tasked with a writing 

project, my brain often goes to policy first as a frame for understanding social issues, 

rather than the other way around.”

Video allows us to share each others’ imaginations and 

experiences without taking a single step. At the UNT Media 

Library, patrons have unprecedented access to the biographies 

and documentaries of those that cast our communities and 

capture our culture. Weekly documentary film series provide 

curious guests a peek inside the lives of others, and monthly 

gaming tournaments bring friendly foes together for open battle. 

We also provide access to over 30,000 online films. Check the list 

of screenings and times to schedule your next family flick for free! 

QUICK STATS

Media Library

Total Checkouts

Game Station Uses

Board Game Uses

is the amount foot traffic increased this 
year, credited in part to gaming events.17%

51,370

6,270

1,894

USAGE STATS

Video Game Gaming Console

HALO 5: 
GUARDIANS XBOX 360

MOST CHECKED-OUT

EVENT ATTENDANCE

149

Attendees Attendees

Total 
Attendees

Attendees

1411,672

2,156

&

Media Library 
Gaming Collection

The UNT Media Library began collecting video and board games in the fall of 2009 

in support of game design, mass media, and popular culture research studies. In 

January 2010, the Media Library started circulating board games, video games, consoles, 

and accessories. 

Monthly open gaming events and tabletop design workshops engage the gaming 

community on campus with the Libraries through non-traditional media. The GameOn 

event series launched to bring together enthusiasts and game developers from across 

multiple disciplines. Students compete in friendly tournaments that include both tabletop 

and video games, and are provided the opportunity to test drive the latest titles from 

popular game developers, including those working right here in the local area. 

Pixels & Pieces, a series of game design workshops that scaffold learning techniques 

from concept to final product, was developed in fall of 2015 to support UNT courses and 

certifications offered to students interested in game development careers.
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What do a Fortune 500 company and the UNT Libraries 

have in common? Well for starters, they have both called the 

Discovery Park Campus “home,” and they both contributed 

to the advancement of STEM across the state. With niche 

journals and texts for engineers and information architects, 

the DPL is the ideal stop for those brave enough to make the 

long trek. Bring plenty of water or do what most of us do…

take the bus!

QUICK STATS

Discovery 
Park Library 2x

3x

54%

Expanded private study

Expanded group study

Flexible lab space

Whiteboards

More laptops

the amount of laptops were 
made available for checkout

After performing a space study, the 
Discovery Park libraries space and 
services were updated to include:

This led to laptop checkout 
numbers increasing by 

Expanding this unique service on 
the Discovery Park campus led to an 

increase in foot traffic of

SPACE RENOVATION LAPTOP CHECKOUTS

Cathy began her UNT journey earning a BA in Mathematics (’67), 

then an MS in Library Science (’91).  After a few years at Austin 

College, Cathy started her career at UNT in 1995 as a Documents 

Librarian in the Government Documents department. She 

established significant relationships with State government agencies 

to preserve and provide permanent access to the Texas Register, and 

established a formal partnership with the Texas State Library and 

Archives Commission to further secure important Texas records.

Nationally, UNT is known for two ground-breaking programs she 

initiated: the CyberCemetery and the End-of-Term Presidential web 

harvests of the .gov domain. Due to Cathy’s foresight in preserving 

vital government-related digital collections, some of which are 

the only preserved copy in the world, UNT Libraries exist as one of 

only ten Affiliated Archives of the National Archives and Records 

Administration (NARA).  

In 2002, Hartman launched the Portal to Texas History. This bold 

initiative is a collaborative effort among Texas libraries, museums, 

archives, historical societies, and educators to present Texas History 

materials online. Since its humble inception, the Portal has grown to 

include over 340 cultural heritage partners across Texas and provides 

online access to over eight million digital files encompassing the rich 

history of our state. With over 600,000 visitors a month, the Portal 

serves up iconic treasures of Texas history to a global audience.

To ensure the legacy of the Portal, in 2012 she founded The 

Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas History Endowment. The 

endowment enables UNT to extend the impact of the Portal by 

creating a sustainable source of funding, which helps support 

the operation and function of the Portal in perpetuity. Cathy has 

not only been instrumental through her dedication, vision and 

leadership, she has also given generously to the University of North 

Texas, its Libraries and the endowment since its funding.  Just this 

past year, Cathy was the most generous individual private donor, 

through major giving in support of the endowment, and she has 

also included UNT Libraries in her estate plans, where a portion of 

her family’s estate will be left to The Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to 

Texas History Endowment.  By putting vast historical collections at 

everyone’s fingertips, Cathy’s vision has connected people with the 

past. With her philanthropy, she is securing the Portal’s future.

Meet the Libraries’ most generous private donors for 2016: 

retired faculty member and former Associate Dean of Libraries, 

Cathy Nelson Hartman and her husband, Walter Hartman. 

Cathy Nelson Hartman

Student. Alumna. Faculty. 
Visionary. Major Philanthropist.
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$

$500,000 
National Endowment  
for the Humanities 
A Challenge Grant to support the  
Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal to Texas 
History Endowment.

$125,000 
Tocker Foundation 
Matching funds for the NEH Challenge 
Grant to support the Cathy Nelson Hartman 
Portal to Texas History Endowment.

$25,000 
Dodge Jones Foundation 
Matching funds for the NEH Challenge 
Grant to support the Cathy Nelson Hartman 
Portal to Texas History Endowment. 

$15,000 
The George Foundation 
Matching funds for the NEH Challenge 
Grant to support the Cathy Nelson Hartman 
Portal to Texas History Endowment.

$10,000 
The Summerlee Foundation 
Matching funds for the NEH Challenge 
Grant to support the Cathy Nelson Hartman 
Portal to Texas History Endowment.

$254,310 
Tocker Foundation 
Grants to digitize various historic county 
newspaper issues in partnership with 15 
public libraries around the state of Texas.

$200,000 
National Endowment  
for the Humanities 
A grant to the UNT Libraries for the 
National Digital Newspaper Program 
(NDNP), “Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers.”

$24,662 
Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission 
TexTreasures grant for digitizing the Texas 
Jewish Post.

$11,840 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities 
A Common Heritage grant program to 
digitize and provide access to North Texas’ 
motion picture history including amateur 
films and home movies, photographs, 
and slides.

$75,000 
Texas State Library  
and Archives Commission 
A grant to expand materials and services 
provided through the libraries’ makerspace, 

“The Factory.” 

$24,840 
Texas State Library  
and Archives Commission 
Library Cooperation grant for a Day at 
UNT, a program with the overall goal of 
immersing local 7th grade students in a 
behind-the-scenes look at University Life.

$3,000 
Council on Library and  
Information Resources (CLIR) 
Micro grant for a site visit exchange with 
librarians from Texas A&M’s Cushing Library.

$3,000 
American Library Association  
(ALA) Public Programs Office  
ALA/NEH Latino Americans: 500 Years of 
History programming grant.

$2,500 
American Library Association  
(ALA) Public Programs Office  
Great Stories Club -The Art of Change: 
Creation, Growth and Transformation.

$95,599 
National Endowment  
for the Humanities 
A grant for the Humanities Open  
Book Program in collaboration with the  
UNT Press, Texas State Historical 
Association, and Oklahoma Historical 
Society to make 146 out-of-print books 
freely available as e-books. 

$3,000 
Gayden Family Foundation 
A grant to support publication of the book 
Rounded Up in Glory: Frank Reaugh, Texas 
Renaissance Man by Michael R. Grauer.

Cathy Nelson Hartman Portal 
to Texas History Endowment Digitization Initiatives Programming & Education Publishing & Open Access

Select Presentations, Publications, & Awards
Dr. Daniel Alemneh joined the Board of 
the Association for Information Science and 
Technology (ASIS&T). 

Asst. Dean for External Relations, Dreanna 
Belden, served as the President of the Texas 
Association of Museums. 

Doug Campbell, Library Learning Services 
Librarian, received the New York Times 
2015 I Love My Librarian Award, one of 10 
recipients from of a field of over 1300. He 
was nominated by UNT students, faculty, 
and community members. 

Librarians Laurel Crawford and Erin 
Miller, and Mark Henley delivered the 
paper, The Unknown Path—Evaluating 
Electronic Resources for Access-Based 
Collection Development at the Charleston 
Conference, November 2015. 

Morgan Gieringer, Head of Special 
Collections, presented the paper “A 
Cooperative Model for Preserving Historical 
Television News Content” at the IFLA-
News Media Section in Lexington, KY and 
at the International Council of Archive 
Quadrennial Congress in Seoul.

Collection Assessment Librarian, Karen 
Harker, and Ph.D. student Janette Klein 
wrote a SPEC Kit for the Association of 
Research Libraries. SPEC Kit 352, Collection 
Assessment, explores how collection 
assessment methods, measures, and 
practices are used at ARL member libraries.

Head of the Digital Humanities and 
Collaborative Programs Unit in the 
Public Services Division, Dr. Spencer 
Keralis, was commissioned to curate the 
keyword “Labor” for the Modern Language 
Association publication Digital Pedagogy 
in the Humanities: Concepts, Models, and 
Experiments.

Seti Keshmiripour and Mary Ann 
Venner, Access Services Librarians, 
published, “X Marks the Spot: Creating and 
Managing a Single Service Point to Improve 
Customer Service and Maximize Resources,” 
in the Journal of Access Services.

Dr. Ana Krahmer presented three 
papers at IFLA meetings, Communicating 
Organizational Commitment to Long-Term 
Sustainability through a Trusted Digital 
Repository Self-Audit, Improving Access 

Points for Local History Preservation by 
Listening to Users, and Exploratory Analysis 
of Born-Digital Newspaper Content. 

Marcia McIntosh and Jake Mangum 
presented on a panel for the session 
Digitization in Three Strokes: Digital 
Commonwealth, Minnesota Digital Library, 
and The Portal to Texas History, at the 
Digital Public Library of America’s DPLA Fest 
in Washington D.C. 

Head of the Music Library, Mark McKnight, 
was elected Vice President/President-Elect 
of the Music Library Association. 

Erin O’Toole, Rebecca Barham and Jo 
Monahan, librarians in the Library Research 
Support Services Department of the Public 
Services Division, published “The Impact 
of Physically Embedded Librarianship on 
Academic Departments” in portal: Libraries 
and the Academy.

Sue Parks, Diane Robson and Erin Miller, 
librarians in Special Libraries, wrote a chapter 
on game collections for Audio Recorders to 
Zucchini Seeds: Building a Library of Things, 
published by Libraries Unlimited.

Diane Robson, Media Librarian, served 
as co-chair for the American Library 
Association’s International Games Day, 
which includes 12 members from around 
the world, in Australia, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, England, and Italy.

Principal Cataloger, Dr. Cathy Sassen, 
co-authored Assessment of Cataloging 
Services in an Academic Library in Technical 
Services Quarterly.

Hannah Tarver presented two papers at 
the Dublin Core Conference in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil in 2016 titled, “An Exploratory Analysis 
of Subject Metadata in the Digital Public 
Library of America, and Exploratory Analysis 
of Metadata Edit Events in the UNT Libraries’ 
Digital Collections.”

Music Catalog Librarian, Janelle West, was 
appointed Assistant Administrative Officer 
of the Music Library Association.

University of North Texas Libraries
Library Advocacy Board Members

Cathy Nelson Hartman, Chair
D. Jack Davis, Vice Chair 
Darryl Tocker, Secretary

Brian Hocker
Kate Lynass 

Betsy Pepper
Anne Schoolfield 

Mary Suhm 
Donna Tocker

Ron Tyler
Don Vann
Dory Wiley
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