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MINIMUM STATUTORY AGES FOK VARIQUS SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

Dufing the dobatc surrounding tﬁc proposal to lowur the
voting ago from 21 yoars to 18 one ropcatodky heard a linu of arge-
- mont which agsortod that if a porscon ia old cnough to perform a
| pafticulnr ;ocial fqnction-most froquontly, fight for his country--.
" hoe should be old cnough to vote. Assuminé the validity of this i

rnnsoning;:thc enclosod survey oxplores fﬁvo such functionsfupon wiich
the utntes havo 1mpouod a atatutory mlnlmum ago limit,
In choosing to compllo the statutes which provide the
| earliest age at wh;ch a youth may purchase alcoholic beVOTJECo, c:;a-
‘rotts or toba§c0,7obtain an unrostricted automobile operatorts
' liccnso,,makg a vali&'contrnct of marriage without consent of a Larent
. or guardién, and mék; a valid will which.disposos of all proporty,
j'lt.h_is foport has att_bn‘nptod to dovol'op'a. sonse of that ago at which
: stato governmenﬁa ténd to bhegin recognizing social matﬁrity in its

-'ybung, thereby bestowzng responsmblllty of adulthood.

An explanatlon and summary of each toplc follows:
: 'MOHOLIC BEVERAGES
- Of the 50 states and the Dlstrlct of Colambla, only 1l
“nallow any person under the age of 21 to purchase any kind of alcoholic
'heverage. Five,of ;hesa.allow only the purchase of bger-or wine: the
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.'.bistricﬁ §fidoi§m£;a§{Hississippi, Norﬂh quolina, uﬁd-Ohio, ﬁt 12;
f_énd'Sodﬁﬁ'Dukoﬁq{ Q£_l9; In Aﬁkansus,'ﬁouisiana, Now York, Virginia,
'”andzwyoming; ﬁnd can purchaso any alcoholic beverage at 12; and in |
lilﬁawaii, at 2D,ut~: o R K |

The valuo .of this particular sot.of;statiatic;, rolative to

. voldng rights, bocomos gomowhat minimizod w?bn-onn cbnqidors_@hut

:'Qurlng thuthouru pﬁlln aro opon, nobody can ibuy liquor.

. \
- C1GARETTES AND TODACCO

To purchase cigarettes and tobacco, 1l states roquire the
‘\purchusor to bo 2L: Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Indiana, Michipun,
;M&““du]l Nbfth-Dukota, Oklnhomu,,Ponnsylvunia,'Wushinﬁhpn, wnd West

_ f'Virginia; in Utah, thc'purchasor may bo 19;.ho must bo 18 in 22 states:

""Arkanéas,'California; Idaho, Illinois,'iowa; Kansas, Kentueky, Massachus-

 satt3, Minnesota, Missippippi, Montana,. Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire,
ﬁ New York, Chio, O:egon,‘South Carolina, South Dakoia, Tennessee,
,ﬁirginia, and Nyoming; l?'in three states: .Delaware, North Carolina,
rhﬁnd Vermont; 16 in six states: Connecticut: District of Columbia,
f3‘Ma1ne, wa Jorsoy, Rhode Island, and Taxas, and 15 in Hawail and

"f Marylgnd.‘ Six gtqtes have no prOV151on. Alaska, Colorado, Goorgia,

' Louisiana, New Mexico, and Wisconsin.

_‘UMRFSTRICTLD DRIVER'S LICENSE
To determlne the age at which the fullest respon51b111ty
hccrues to the individual in this area, thls survey is conflned to the
age at which tho stnto Wlll grant g fully unrostrictcd drivor's lJCCDoO,

as qppogod to a “learnor's pormlt" uhich reqpires tho holdcr to drive
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only with anolhor Lliconsod drivor in Lho vohielo, or n "junior pormit,"

"~ which allows tho holdor to drivo only dur;ng corlain hours,

', Sax statos granl such a l;ccnuo at age 18: Ma""' chuzatts,

. New Hampshire, wa York Ponnsylvania, Vormont and Wost Virginia, Now

JbrSuy grants it at 17.. Eleven states grant it at 10: Alcbuna,

California, Dlutrzct of Columbia, Iowa, Kanszas,. Mhrylund, Misgouri,

“bebraska, Orogon, Tonnossao, and Wisconsin,

Thp romaindor of thu states huvo onaclod moru or loss uniflorm

'“.fprQiéions'whicﬁ roquire any minor's appliéation‘for a driver*s liconso
't§ bo signdd.by ﬁ paront or guardian, nnd‘iﬁ most instances, provide
;thaf any Aagiigqncg on thd-pnrt of tho minbr in oporation of thc motor

vaghiclo will bo imputod to tho adult signor. Many of tho statoc which

;"grnﬁt‘thb liccnsé t6 a.mﬁmor undor 18 roquird‘furﬁher that the upplicuant

itlhave taken an approved driver education courso. The.age'at which the
;state will grant the license, and the age below which the state requ;res

adult cosignor, vary greatly. Tho breakdown follows'

o ~ The vast maaor1ty of these atatas, grant the liconse to a

- ﬁ.minor at age 16, nnd require the signature of a parcnt or guuralan

‘]‘upon the appl1cation of a minor undor 18 Alaaka Arlzona, Arkansas,
: Dolaware, Florida, Goorgla, idaho, Kontucky, Mlchlgan, Minnesota, Montana,
NLvada Nbu Mexlco, North Carolina, North Dakota Ohlo, Rhode Island,

*.South Dakota, Texas, Utah Vbrmont Virginia, and Wyomlng. The state of

Indlana glves the licenaa at age 16 and one month and requlrea the
1

jsignature until age 18 quorudo, 16 and 17, connectlcut and South




.. North Carolina, and South Carolina, requ:Lre both to be 18.
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_' Garolinél; 16 and 21, Oklahoma, 16 nd 16; II.-an;"u‘., 17 and 20; Illinois,

.13 and 21; Louisiana, 15 and 21; Mainc, 15 and 18; and Mizsizsippi, 15 |

- and l'?A.

MM&RJALF‘ WiTTIOUT CONSENT

To bost roflect maximum rc.aponu.l.bllz.ty in the wrea of marriape,

this survoy has compiled tho statulory ago at_ which a percon may vulidly

o 'coptmct marriago without concont of a parent, guardian, or the court.

Most statos, 28, roquire tho mulo to bo 21 and tho fomalo to
bc 18; thoso are Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado,
. Delu»iare » District of Columbia, Idaho' Illinoi° Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,

l‘-'Maryland Massachueetts, Mlnneaota., MluSOUI‘J., Montana, New Jersay, Now
Monco, North Da.kota, Oklahoma, Orogon, Texas, Utah, Vermont. Wa.ahlngton,
b} and Wimoos:.p.‘ Two states, Maine and New Hampshere, require the male
' to be 20 and the”.female to be 18; four states, Louisia.rxa., Nevada,

" South Dakota, a.nd‘ West Virginia,‘ require the male to be 18 and the

' 'fema.le t6 be 16.“ Hawali ‘requires both parties to be 20; Georgla re- :

quires both to be 19 ; a.nd five states, Kentucky, _M:Lchlgan, New York,

"'ES"AME‘.NTARX CAPAGITI

Before a person may validly dispose of his property by will,

- 14 states require the persun to be 21: Alaska, Ind:.ana., Iowa, Kansas, PR

- -Massachusetts, M:Lchigan, anesota, Ma.ss:.ss:.ppi Nebrasm, New J'ersey, '
-l-’\iew Menco, Oregon, Vermont and Wyom:.ng, two requ:l.re him to be 20~ ‘
IIuWuu und ano- 24 requj.re h.Lm to bo 18: Arkansu.s, Californi u, Colorado
Connec),icut ,. Delaware . Florida Idaho, Illinoie, Kentucky, M’lryland
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Miscouri, Monﬁana, Novada, Now Hampshiro{ New York, North Curolina,
North D.xkota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhodo Ishnd, South Dakotaz, Tennoszce,
ﬁtah, and Wbst‘Viféinia; Louigiana requires him to be 16; and Ceorgia
.rnquiros him to be‘14..

~"The romaindor of tho staics havo various additional provisions.

. Tho Diétrit__:t. 'c'f.' Columbia requires a malo to bo 21, a fumalo to be 12.
‘Ala’bmm -arlxd'Virginia roquiro the testator to bo 21'to disposo of land,
a.nd 18 to dispose of porsonal proporty. 'Arizona. and Penncylvania
“:grant. tostmncntary capacity at ape 21, or a‘t. age .LB for tho..o in tho

.m.r.lltary. "In Sou.th Garolina, the tostator musi be 21, or 18 if married;- |

in Wash:.ngton, 21 or 18 if marr:.ed or in the mlitary in Wisconsin, 21,

or 18 if a marr:n.ed woman or in the mil:.tary, and in Texo.s, 18 or in the - .

. lmil:l.‘t.a.ry
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