


CHAPTER I

GENERAL STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

The Requiem, for mixed chorus (4 and 8 parts), two

brass quartets (2 trumpets, horn and trombone each), timpani

(4) and organ, is divided into four sections or movements:

I. Introit & Kyrie

II. Sanctus

III. Pie Jesu

IV. "Take Thou Comfort"

The principal feature of the Requiem is the cyclic treatment

of the two main themes. These will be referred to as the

"Introit" theme and the "Kyrie" theme, in that these are the

sections in which they first appear, respectively.

I. Introit & Kyrie

The work opens with the "Introit" theme stated in the

first eight measures by one unaccompanied bass voice. The

two distinctive features of this theme are found in a

sequence (comprising its first part) and in a melodic figure

found in the fifth measure. Two climaxes are reached,

associated with the words "et lux perpetua," and the section,

ending with a brief codetta, leads to the Kyrie. Although

the form of the section is free, a general outline of the

five-part song is effected. The Kyrie, beginning at

measure 56, is marked by a sudden change in dynamics and
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tempo. A fanfare-like passage for brass and men's voices

introduces the"Kyrie theme' characterized by the interval of

the fifth moving to and from a minor third, and a succession

of parallel fifths. The following section, "Christe

Eleison," is built on a canonic version of the"Introit"

theme, and is followed by a return of the"Kyrie"theme. A

transition based on the first part of the "Introit" theme in

augmentation leads to a return of the material of the

Introit, and the movement ends with the "Introit"'theme as it

appeared at the beginning. The general structure of the

movement is a three-part song, with the first part in five

sections, the second in three and the third in two.

II. Sanctus

The Sanctus consists of a brief introduction, a free

fugue with several interludes and an extended coda. The

most important cyclic derivations of the"Introit"theme are

found in this movement. The fugal exposition is built on an

altered diminution of the'Introit"theme. The several epi-

sodes present new or remotely derived material as a contrast

to the continuous treatment of the altered'ntroit" theme.

The Benedictus appears in an interlude for a cappella choir

culminating in a progression which will form the basis of

the third movement, and is followed by a fugal exposition in

stretto. A variant of the"Kyrie"theme leads to a transition

preceding the coda. The coda is based on a new theme and a
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variation of the'"Kyrie"theme, and ends with a varied

repetition of the opening measures of the movement.

III. Pie Jesu

The third section of the Requiem is, properly speaking,

the slow movement. In character it is different from the

other movements in that it is not based on a theme as such

but on a vertical sonority derived from the"Kyrie"theme, and

consists of an alternation between a major-seventh chord and

a minor triad. The section calls for eight-part chorus,

organ and soprano solo. In general, the form is that of a

free sonata movement, if the derived sonority from the "Kyrie"

theme and the "Tntroit"theme are considered to be first and

second groups, and the section between measures 26-60 the

development.

IV. "Take Thou Comfort"

The final movement is more free than any of the

previous movements and might be described as a fantasy

with prologue. Although contrasting with the preceding

sections, material from the "Introit" and "Kyrie"themes is in

evidence most of the time. Regarding cyclic treatment of

thematic material, the prologue is built on the'"Kyrie" theme,

the first section on the 'Introit" theme and the second

section on both themes with the'"Kyrie" theme predominating.

At this point the'Kyrie" theme has been completely trans-

formed from its original form.



CHAPTER II

THE TEXT: COMMENTS ON ITS SPECIAL FEATURES

The text elected for the Requiem falls into two

portions--that used for the first three movements and that

used for the final movement. The first portion has been

extracted from the Roman Catholic Liturgy and is sung in

Latin, and the second portion, sung in English, is taken

from a contemporary source.

I. Introit & Kyrie

Latin

Requiem aeternam, Dona eis
Domine,

Et lux perpetua,
Luceat, luceat eis.

Te decet hymnus, Deus in
Sion,

Et tibi redde tur votuin
in Jerusalem,

Exaudi orationem ad te
omnis caro

Veniet, omnis caro veniet.

Kyrie eleison.
Christi eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

II.

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus!
Dominus Deus, Deus Sabaoth.

Pleni sunt coeli et terra
gloria tua.

Hosanna in excelsis!

English

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord,

And let perpetual light shine
upon them.

Thou, 0 God, are praised in
Sion, and

Unto thee shall the vow be
performed

In Jerusalem. Thou that
nearest the prayer,

Unto thee shall all flesh come.

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God of Hosts.

Heaven and earth are filled
with thy glory.

Hosanna in the highest!
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Latin English

Benedictus, qui venit in Blessed is he that comes in
nomine Domine. the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest.

III. Pie Jesu

Pie Jesu Domine. Dona Blessed Jesus, Lord. Grant
eis requiem. them eternal rest. Grant

Dona eis requiem. them eternal rest. Eternal
Sempiternam requiem. (perpetual, continual) rest.

IV. "Take Thou Comfort"

Blessed are they that hear the words of this prophecy!
And blessed is he that readeth, for the time is at hand. For
it hath been said of old that hitherto ye have not been with
meat but yet with milk, for ye were not able to bear it.

Yet the time is at hand when some and even many may now
bear it and be fed with meat! Take thou comfort, for the
anguish of the loss of our gods makes way for the coming of
GOD!

For god has not been and is not! But the time has come
when we may strive in love to bring forth the fruit of our
hearts.

Know ye not that the strength for the creation of the
Lord must come from those who are pure in heart? No man
will let another look within his own heart unless he can
first accept and love himself. He who is guilty and impure
of heart fears the eyes of all men, and even his own. But
blessed are the pure in heart, for they may see the kingdom
of GODI For the kingdom of God may come forth from the
loving union of man with man.

Out of the accepting love of others may be born a new
faculty for all mankind, that men may know directly the
hearts and minds of their fellow men . . . not by words, or
signs, or gestures, but even from mind to mind and from
heart to heart, shall we know freely one the other! And
from the loving counsels of the spirit which is Man, and in
loving union with all other life holding spiritual counsels
in the cosmos, shall be born a New Being transcending each
mind, and yet joined with each mind and heart.
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Know ye not that ye are the temple of God? And that
the spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the spirit of God is
what Man hath prepared for the God that is at last to be
with us. For He hath no body but thine own, no hands but
thy hands, and thine are the eyes with which he hath in
compassion to look out upon our world.

Such, dearly beloved, is the vision I give unto thee.
Nor is it a vision without hope. From the depths of devout
meditation and the diligent practice of the virtue of com-
passion, all these things may come to pass in the fullness
of time. And out of the anguish of desperation and doubts
of man, may be born a loving peace and a tranquility of
spirit which is the Spirit of God. This is the salvation of
man, attainable by man in sincere and heartfelt quest for
the wisdom of redemptive love. For then, and for the first
time in all time, shall God answer unto man, and man shall
freely respond to God, each to each. And out of love in God
shall the cosmos be transformed beyond our conception. For
even as man's mind transcended the old laws of nature and
transformed the face of the earth, so verily shall God's mind
transform the entire workings of the universe. And the laws
of matter shall be transcended by the laws of Spirit, and
the cosmos will move in understanding and in love, growing
in strength and in purpose, forever!

And so, in the end is the Word, and the Word is with
God, and the Word is God. The same is, in the end, with God.

The term "Requiem" has been applied to this non-

liturgical work in that it was written in memory of the

writer's grandfather, who died during its composition. As

the intent of the piece is to express those human concepts

and values which transcend mediaeval ideas associated with

the usual Mass for the Dead, two of the standard requiem

movements have been omitted ("Dies Irae" and "Libera Me"),

and the final movement in English has been included.

The text for the last movement is extracted from the

concluding chapter of a devotional-scientific paper, "The

New Genesis," by Carlton Berenda. Having been acquainted
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with the background of this paper, the writer has been

impressed by its value as a significant contribution to

contemporary theological and humanist thought, and is

convinced that its incorporation into an essentially

religious composition is in keeping with its devotional

nature. The text is in the form of a prophecy concerning

the possible future of mankind struggling consciously to

evolve a new and finer world order than has now been

achieved. The Requiem thus becomes a work which on the

one hand recalls the memory of the passing of one man, and

on the other hand speaks of the possible coming of a world

produced by the labor of all men, a world in which death

may be transcended by a new vision of continuing life.



CHAPTER III

NOTE ON PERFORMANCE

The eight brass instruments are divided into two

choirs of two trumpets, horn and trombone each. They

should be placed near to each other, but with a space

between them so that the antiphonal sections can be

realized. As the character of the music is not wholly

antiphonal, it is not necessary that they be placed at

opposite ends of the stage. The choir should contain at

least fifty voices. The few passages for solo bass and

soprano should be sung by specified singers from within

the choir rather than before it.
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