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Editor’s Column
Due to a number of factors, the spring issue 
of Call Number is late in reaching you. We 
apologize and hope that despite its lateness 
the news it contains will catch you up on your 
very active college. Th ere are many events, 
changes and accomplishments reported. 
 The contest to rename Call Number 
is highlighted on the cover and in the lead 
article. Th ose of us who have been around a 
long time have a sentimental attachment to 
the current name, but the time has come for a 
change. Th e magazine targets the Department 
of Learning Technologies’ alumni, as well as 
graduates of the Department of Library & 
Information Sciences, therefore, the name 
is no longer appropriate. The College of 
Information is sponsoring a renaming contest 
and invites you to submit your suggestions. 
Th e contest winner will receive an iPad. See 
page 1 for contest rules and other information. 
We hope to have a new name for the fall issue.
 The theme of  the features section 
concerns the use of the library skill set in 
nontraditional settings such as businesses 
and nonprofi t organizations or in activities 
such as records management. A number of 
librarians who currently hold such positions 
have been kind enough to describe what 
they do and how they use their library skills. 
Features in the next issue will focus on 
Learning Technologies.
 This issue reports the return of Dr. 
Herman Totten to the COI deanship (p.8) 
and the appointment of Dr. Mike Spector as 
Department of Learning Technologies chair 
(p.13). Other exciting news includes the 
election of Dr. Yvonne Chandler as Texas 
Library Association president-elect (p.9) 
and honors received by others: LT alumna Dr. 
Holly Hutchins (p.25) and faculty member 
Dr. Kim Nimon(p.14), and LIS alumni Mark 

Phillips and Cheryl Rowen (p.23), and Stephanie Fulton 
(p.10). Th ere also are reports of new course off erings 
such as LIS digital data management (p.11), LT online 
doctorate in educational computing and the eight-week 
based term courses (p.15). Very current equipment has 
been acquired such as LT’s 3-dimentional printer and the 
simSchool classroom simulator (p.16). 
 Th ere are update sections that report the activities of a 
very busy faculty who are publishing widely, presenting at 
conferences throughout the world, and serving in national 
and international professional organizations. Students 
also report impressive activities and honors received. 
Th irty-two alumni reported moves into impressive new 
positions, honors received, and other exciting news. 
 As usual, I would like to encourage alumni to send us 
your updates—new positions, publications, presentations, 
honors and awards, elections to association offi  ces, or 
any other changes in your professional or personal 
lives. We also would like you to send a photograph for 
inclusion with your report. We are interested in your 
accomplishments, and it is our pleasure to report them. 
You can send your news to me at nichols2514@verizon.
net  and the college alumni offi  ce at ci-alumni@unt.edu.
 I am pleased to report, in addition to the alumni 
magazine collection uploaded and maintained by COI’s 
External Aff airs offi  ce at coi.unt.edu, the past issues of 
Call Number have been also been made digitally available 
at http://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/
CALLNO thanks to many hours of work by UNT 
Libraries.

 Margaret lrby Nichols
 LIS Professor Emeritus
 Editor, Call Number
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to complying with federal and state equal opportunity 
laws and regulations, the university through its university 
policy declares harassment based on individual diff erences 
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COI will be at events across the country for learning 

opportunities, engaging potential students in degree 

advancement, alumni events and much more. See some 

familiar faces and meet some new ones!

� e schedule re� ects the information available as of June 
2012. Any changes will be posted on our website at
www.ci.unt.edu

Aug. 15-17 .    .    .    .    .    .    . SALT-Interactive Learning
Sept. 19-23 .    .    .Joint Conference of Librarians of Color
Sept. 21  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . Library Resource Roundup
Sept. 26-29 .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Wyoming Library
Sept. 27-29 .    .    Association for Rural & Small Libraries
Oct. 2-3  .    .    .    .    .  Oklahoma Technology Association
Oct. 3-5  .    .    .    .    .   South Dakota Library Association
Oct. 3-5  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .   Idaho Library Association

A New Name For The Alumni Magazine
CONTEST INFORMATION

Call Number, now in its 73rd year, needs a 
new name. Th e publication started in 1939 
as a three page mimeographed (hand cranked 
machine) alumni newsletter produced by 
the office staff of what was then called the 
Department of Library Service in the College 
of Arts & Sciences. In 1967, the department 
became the School of Library & Information 
Sciences. When the College of Information was 
established in 2008, it consolidated the School 
of Library and Information Sciences (now a 
department) and the Department of Learning 
Technologies, formerly in the College of 
Education. Call Number endured throughout 
the changes and became the College of 
Information alumni magazine. Th e name Call 
Number, appropriate through the years, is no 
longer meaningful for both departments. 
 In order to decide on a new name, the 
departments of Library & Information Sciences 
and Learning Technologies are looking to you 
to provide a new name befi tting the College of 
Information alumni magazine. 
 Prize: Apple iPad featuring the stunning 
Retina display, 5MP iSight camera and 
ultrafast 4G LTE ($500 value).

1. Submission deadline is September 14, 
2012.

2. Open to US residents only. College of 
Information employees are prohibited 
from winning.

3. All winners must be 18 years of age or 
older.

4. Entrants must send entry using the 
correct contest entry email address:ci-
alumni@unt.edu

5. Include “Call Number Entry” on email 
subject line and sender’s full name and 
contact information.

6. Only one entry per email and per 
person.

7. Winner will be contacted at the “sender” 
email used to enter the contest.

8. In case of a tie, the earliest email date 
received will be the winner.

9. Claiming of prize requires affi  rmation 
via email to ci-alumni@unt.edu from 
the winner within 7 days of being 
notifi ed as the name chosen. 

10. Entries will be judged entirely at the 
discretion of the College of Information.

11. By submitting your entry, you warrant 
that the submitted name does not 
infringe on any copyright, any rights of 
privacy or publicity of any person.

12. You acknowledge and agree the College 
of Information shall be permitted to 
post, display or make publicly available 
the name submitted by you.

13. Upon proper verifi cation, winner will be 
mailed the iPad to the winner’s mailing 
address within 10 business days.

to enter:
• Submit your name and contact information with your idea for the new name 

to: ci-alumni@unt.edu
• Include “Call Number Entry” in the subject line. 

Contest Rules

Oct. 3-5  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    Georgia Library Association
Oct. 3-5  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .Nevada Library Association
Oct. 10-12  .    .    .    .    .    .    SLOAN-C Int’l Conference
Oct. 14-16  .    . Arkansas Library Association Conference
Oct. 15-16  .    .    .    .    .    .    . HR Southwest Conference
Oct. 22-23  .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .Texas Book Festival
Oct. 24-26  .    .    .    .    .    .    .Virginia Library Conference
Oct. 30-Nov. 3     .    .    .    .    .    .  AECT Int’l Convention
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If the 21st century is the information age, then perhaps it is the age of the librarian. 
Whenever information is needed, it must be gathered, sorted, evaluated, and organized, 
which is what librarians are trained to do. Those who possess such skills are employable 
not only in libraries but in other types of entities. Jobs for librarians outside traditional 
settings are currently available and are expected to increase as information becomes 
more abundant. Currently, those with library skills are now working for corporations, 
nonprofit organizations, consulting firms and at many other locations.

 The Bureau of Labor Statistics has pointed out that nontraditional 
library jobs are growing. Among the positions they name for those 
possessing library skills are: systems analysts, database specialists, web 
masters, web developers, trainers, local area network coordinators, 
search engine evaluators, copyright officers, exhibit specialists, web 
services librarians, business operations administrators, product 
analysts, managers of usability and experiences specialists, research 
and customer experience analysts, user experience specialists, managers 
of social media and content strategy, interaction designers, business 
intelligence operators, and information architects. Others that could 
apply include information resources specialists, technical information 
specialists, business research, and digital services managers. 
 In exploring whether those with library and information science 
degrees qualify for jobs in nontraditional settings, it is important 
to read the job descriptions. Titles for positions in which library 
training is useful are many and varied, and usually do not contain the 
word “librarian” or “information.” The requirements of the job could 
determine whether the library skill set meets the need. When finding 
such positions posted, it may be necessary for the job seeker to make 
the case to the prospective employer who may be unaware of the types 
of skills library and information science professionals possess. 
 One of our graduates who works for the largest multimedia 
retailer in the world, reports that there are people with library and 
information science degrees working as market analysts and research 
analysts, including competitive intelligence. The company has an entire 
department called Taxonomy & Systems where people with library 
science degrees work as metadata asset administrators and managers. 
The business world has discovered librarians in a big way. Technology 
has changed the way knowledge is stored and disseminated. This 
has changed the way that corporations conduct business, opening 
new opportunities for people with library and information science 
training. System analysts and network administrators, for example, 
keep information flowing within the organization. A company that 
makes a product strives to determine trends in the market, which 
its competitors are doing, and other information to aid them in a 
competitive world. We have graduates currently working for Frito-

Lay, Mary Kay, Inc., and a number of other businesses in positions 
other than that of traditional librarians. One person who has been with 
her company for a number of years is currently Global Information 
Advisor for ExxonMobil, which is a top administrative position. 
 There are positions for those with the library and information 
science skill set in government agencies. One of our alumni works for 
the Congressional Research Service, where she provides information 
for members of Congress and their staffs on pending legislation, 
policies and other matters related to the workings of Congress. 
Other government agencies where our graduates are employed in 
non-traditional positions include the Office of the Controller of the 
Currency, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and Public Information 
Office of the U.S. Copyright Office. Another has been with the U.S. 
Department of State for a number of years and is currently Principal 
Officer at the U.S. Consulate in Cape Town, South Africa. 
 City government positions may be held by librarians, often drawn 
from public libraries. Several of our graduates have held positions 
either as city managers or assistant city managers, all of whom were 
taken from public library positions where their organizational skills 
and other competencies were recognized. One of our graduates is the 
current Dallas City Manager where she functions as chief executive 
for the city and is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the 
municipal organization. After serving several years in the Dallas 
Public Library, she established and managed the Urban Information 
Center, a unique service designed to support not only city government, 
but citizens seeking information on organizations and other facets 
of urban life. It was from this position that she was tapped for city 
government service, first as assistant to the mayor and later assistant to 
the city manager, municipal court administrator, and executive assistant 
director of the police department, the first female non-sworn executive 
in the department’s history. 
 Those with an entrepreneurial spirit may wish to go into business 
for themselves providing information for a fee to corporations, 
nonprofit organizations, and individuals. Information brokers usually 
develop a subject specialty such as health care, or a specific type of 
service such as database design or indexing. It might be necessary to 

the business world has
DISCOVERED LIBRARIANS
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Christina Bailey (M.S. ‘10) 
works for the Congressional Research Service 
in Washington, D.C. as an Information 
Research Specialist. She researches 
information related to public policy issues 
that are of concern to members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives and the U.S. 
Senate. She uses her library skills to conduct 
reference interviews with members and their 
staff s in order to answer requests that are 
emailed or called-in. “I use the skills I learned 
at UNT to search government databases that 
are in digital format,” she said. “I contribute 
information to the reports that are written 
by CRS as well as conduct research for 
analyst within CRS.” She also gives briefi ngs 
to interns and staff ers in the House and the 
Senate on how to search certain databases 
in order to find legislation sponsored or 
cosponsored by their committee.

Denise Chochrek (M.S. ‘88) 
is a senior knowledge analyst for Frito-Lay 
in Dallas, TX. Currently, she supports the 
Research and Development function within 
the company. Although she does some 
research, her primary work is in strategic 
intelligence and knowledge management. “I 
work with R&D teams  to investigate trends 
that support our innovation focus,” she said. 

“I do competitive intelligence on the snack 
industry as well as complimentary industries 
that we might want to move into.” She also 
assists the R&D teams to capture knowledge 
and utilize the tools available to collaborate 

begin on a part-time basis in order to build a client base. Th ey may 
wish to become affi  liated with an organization such as the Association 
of Independent Information Professionals, which was established to 
connect and support the information profession.
 Records Management is another fi eld open to ones with a library 
skill set. One of our graduates who has worked for a number of years 
in the fi eld, reports that most of the records manager job postings that 
he sees are for ones with M.L.S. degree. Th e position is mostly about 
organizing and maintaining records and information throughout their 
retention life cycles. Who is better trained to carry out such tasks than 
librarians? Records are crucial to all types of businesses, hospitals and 
other medical facilities, nonprofi t and other types of organizations; 
someone, therefore, must see that records are retained and organized 
in a systematic way in order to be searched for and retrieved later.
 Archival positions are closely allied to librarianship. Archivists 
assess, collect, organize, preserve, and provide access to information 
determined to have enduring value. Materials may be in many formats 
such as media or electronic records and may consist of documents, 
correspondence and many other types of material. One of our 
graduates, an archivist in a national park, stated that “archivists are 
particularly interested in the ability to share information about their 
collections with other archives, researchers, libraries, museums and 
others. Th erefore, knowledge of library best practices to ensure the 
interoperability of data is also an essential component as we catalog 
the collections into our database.” Archives exist in government, 
businesses, universities, hospitals, historical societies, museums, 
nonprofi t organizations, associations and other places where materials 
are preserved. 
  Many LIS graduates are serving in positions such as those 
described above. A number of selected ones have provided information 
about what they do and how they use their library skills in the job 
descriptions that follow. Th e library skill set can be carried over to 
what are sometimes surprising areas. One of our graduates, who later 
received a law degree and is currently serving as council for the State 
of Texas Parole Board, says he uses his library skills in his work on a 
daily basis.

Listed as they appear left to right: Christina Bailey, Denise Chochrek, Dexter Evans, Sarah Jones, JJ LeBlanc, Philip Montgomery, Hilary Newman, Stephen Smith, Jennifer Snyder, Jaeger Wells, Jacqueline Zak



4

not only within Frito-Lay but with PepsiCo 
as a whole. “The essence of library research,” 
she said, “can easily translate to competitive 
intelligence. The trick is in getting out of your 
comfort zone and providing true analysis with 
your research. [Librarians] are also used to 
organize information so it is a natural fit to 
move into knowledge management.”

Dexter Evans (M.S. ‘92) 
is currently a field sales representative for 
EBSCO Publishing that offers more than 
300 resources and services to the corporate 
market place. He covers three and a half 
states (OK, CO, NM, and the North Texas 
area) working with companies such as Frito-
Lay, Texas Health Resources, Raytheon, Texas 
Instruments, Oklahoma General Electric, and 
Borden Dairy, to name a few. Dexter explained 
that  his company is “ looked upon as the 
information specialist/consultant providing 
examples on how other companies work to 
improve and retain their employees as well as 
preparing leaders to become familiar with the 
needs of their organization at all levels.” His 
role is to grow and manage existing accounts 
and create new business opportunities. 
Dexter stated that his “library background 
definitely helps me to explain the ‘big picture’ 
to prospective buyers when evaluating what 
research to provide to their organization’s 
employees. Being a librarian allows me to 
explain and demonstrate why it is important 
to maintain continuity in research from higher 
education to the workforce.” 

Sarah Jones (M.S. ’03) 
is an associate at Spencer Stuart, one of the 
world’s largest executive research firms. When 
she joined the company in 1999, Sarah was a 
research assistant, utilizing print and online 
resources such as OneSource and LexisNexis 
to conduct person, company and industry 
research to assist with ongoing executive 
search assignments and identify new business 
development opportunities. It was this role 
that led Sarah to pursue the M.S. in Library 
Sciences degree. Today, Sarah focuses more 
heavily on candidate development, generally 
for clients in the telecommunications and 
industrial sectors. When a new executive 
search begins, she is primarily responsible for 

identifying, contacting and assessing potential 
prospects against critical competencies for 
success as she seeks to qualify and develop the 
very best executive talent for a client’s unique 
need. In addition to her associate role, Sarah 
took on the additional position of knowledge 
manager for the North American marketing 
officer practice in November. While her 
associate role focuses on the external client, 
the knowledge manager role focuses on her 
internal clients—members of the Spencer 
Stuart marketing officer practice—and is 
designed to increase the firm’s competitive 
advantage and enhance practice performance 
for executive searches across the various 
industry and functional practices. Sarah also 
uses her research and library skills to lead and 
facilitate the creation of knowledge tools and 
resources, intellectual capital and business 
development initiatives.

JJ LeBlanc (M.S. ’96)
is Senior Analyst for Strategic Intelligence 
at Mary Kay, Inc., a global direct seller of 
cosmetics with 5,000 employees, operating in 
over 35 countries with $2.5 billion in sales. JJ 
supports the strategic planning process and 
key initiatives based on ongoing changes in the 
competitive environment. She works closely 
with senior management (executive board and 
top vice-presidents) to identify, understand, 
and present trends that may impact global 
and regional strategies. She said that in her 
current position she has made extensive use 
of every technique learned in the management 
class as well as search skills and capabilities 
and reference interview techniques. Before 
coming to Mary Kay in 2008, she worked 
in a variety of environments such as the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
Center Information desk manager, Ericsson, 
Inc., and Texas Instruments. 

Philip Montgomery (M.S. ’95) 
is an archivist at the John P. McGovern 
Historical Collection and Research Center, 
Texas Medical Center Library in Houston 
(see also his article concerning participation 
in an international symposium p. 5). Philip 
said, “Some days I feel I have been handed the 
leftovers from a yard sale and on other days all 
I have to do is process well-organized filing 

cabinets.” An archivist processes and organizes 
collections of letters, photos, business records, 
digital object and three-dimensional objects 
such as plaques. Every archive is unique and 
almost every object the archivist deals with is 
an original. Once the materials are boxed and 
put on shelves, they must be made accessible 
by creating finding aids, which are descriptive 
records of the collections. The finding 
aids are put into EAD (Encoded Archival 
Descriptions) using XML. Philip said that 
he also creates digital exhibits, processes and 
preserves born-digital materials, and works on 
collaborative projects with other institutions 
and within the Texas Medical Center Library 
where he works. He also provides reference 
services to patrons. “I cannot imagine doing 
this work without the knowledge I acquired 
through library school. My library skills 
allow me to work with metadata, create 
organizational systems, conduct systems 
analysis, and provide reference services. “ 

Hilary Newman (M.S. ’94) 
Senior  Vice  President  of  Product 
Development for Innovative Interfaces, 
Inc., manages a department of some 85 
development staff including programmers, 
analysts, technical writers and development 
managers. Her company creates and 
maintains products and software that libraries 
need to do its work and provide services to 
its users. The company employs over 80 
librarians and is the leading employer of 
librarians in the state of California. “When I 
decided to get my library science degree [in 
the mid-1990s], I had in mind that librarians 
were special and had skills in organizing 
information that would be incredibly 
valuable as computers and the internet gave 
rise to so much new electronic information,” 
she said. “I’m not sure I knew that I’d have 
opportunities to develop and enhance library 
software that does everything from storing 
bibliographic information to sending text 
messages to patrons that their book is ready 
for pickup. The combination of library and 
technology has been a perfect fit for me and 
my background and interests with many 
opportunities.”  She further stated that 
she uses lessons learned in class with Dr. 
Herman Totten on the principles of library 
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management, many that apply to managing 
staff of all types.

Stephen Smith (M.S. ’96) 
has worked mainly in records management 
since graduation. He began working in Dallas, 
TX at a few companies that are now out of 
business, including CompUSA and Southwest 
Financial Services Corporation. He also 
worked at ACS, which is now a Xerox company. 
Since 2005, he has served as records manager 
at QVC, a multimedia retailer in West Chester, 
PA. Stephen stated that “When I think about 
what I learned at UNT and how I apply those 
principles on a daily basis, I think of taxonomy 
development, records classification including 
assigning metadata to records, searching for 
records and information, and research. I use 
some or all of these skills on a daily basis. “The 
technology landscape has changed dramatically 
since I graduated, so while the software I use 
has changed the skills haven’t. Whether it be 
using an imaging system or a system to track 
boxes and files, I still classify and index on a 
daily basis to ensure they can be searched for 
and retrieve later.”
 
Jennifer Debett Snyder (M.S. ’10)
serves as an information and training manager 
at Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition, Reno, 
NV. Most services the coalition provides are 
for parents, counselors and sometimes the 
drug users themselves who seek information 
for their own use. They seek information about 
drugs, what damage the drugs do and the end 
results. Jennifer’s job is to direct the client to 
quality sources. Seeing the need to have sources 
on hand, she has developed a library containing 
reliable materials for on-site use. She also goes 
out to elementary schools to talk to children 
about dangers in drug and alcohol use, usually 
ones at the sixth grade level who are about to 
enter middle school. Jennifer believes that her 
library training not only enables her to conduct 
proper interviews to determine need but also to 
conduct proper literature searches in order to 
direct clients to reliable materials. 

Jaeger Wells (M.S. ‘11) 
is the Business Research Analyst for Kiewit 
Corporation, a Fortune 500 engineering and 
construction firm headquartered in Omaha, 

NE. Since it was founded in 1884, the 
company has grown to be a top three general 
contractor in North America and one of 
the largest in the world. Jaeger is part of the 
Business Development Department for two 
districts of the company which helps to bring 
in new business and cultivate relationships 
with owners, subcontractors, engineers and 
equipment/materials suppliers. “My colleague 
and I (another SLIS from South Carolina) 
tend to break down business development 
into two major aspects: strategic analysis and 
marketing/sales. Strategic analysis, where 
I reside, can be broken down further into 
conducting market and project research 
and analysis, client and competitor research 
and analysis, and figuring out positioning 
tactics,” he said. He explained that “market 
and project research consists of front end 
research that allows us to gauge the landscape 
of various markets that we work in, as well as 
collecting information on projects that would 
be a good fit with Kiewit.” He also travels the 
country training employees to use the recently 
implemented Client Relationship Management 
(CRM) system.

Jacqueline Zak (LIS M.S. ’11) 
serves as an archivist for California’s Yosemite 
National Park. The task of her archival team 
involves describing, arranging, rehousing, 
and cataloging collections for preservation 
and accountability. They also are committed 
to providing more effective access to the 
collections. “That is where my library skills are 
particularly important,” she said. “As librarians, 
we learn to effectively and accurately describe 
materials so that access to them is reliable 
and efficient. This is also the goal of archivists, 
although archival description does not usually 
process item by item. Another difference 
is that our descriptive practices involve 
developing narratives to specify the context 
of the collection—who created it and why, 
where it came from, how it came to us, and 
the significance of the arrangement we have 
chosen for it.” This is usually expressed through 
a “Finding Aid” which may be in the form of 
a Word or PDF document. The Finding Aid 
usually includes a container list organized 
hierarchically reflecting the collection’s 
arrangement into boxes and folders for storage.

ARCHIVIST PHILIP MONTGOMERY 
S P E A K S  AT  I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
SYMPOSIUM
Last November during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, I found myself  in Tokyo as 
one of three speakers at an international 
symposium regarding the importance of 
preserving records about the effects of 
radiation from the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
atomic bombings. For the Japanese, the 
symposium was especially poignant because 
only eight months before the Great East 
Japan Earthquake had stuck with a tsunami 
that destroyed many cities and created the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant disaster. The 
very threat of radiation from that disaster 
and trying to understand the effects of the 
radiation drew a crowd of more than 100 
people to the symposium.
 The symposium was titled “Memory and 
Records of Nuclear Age Preservation and 
Utilization of Atomic Bomb Archives.” The 
archival science program at Gakushuin 
University in Tokyo and Hiroshima City 
University sponsored my trip with funding 
provided by the Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science ( JSPS).
 I was asked to participate because I oversee 
one of three important collections of archival 
papers related to the Atomic Bomb Casualty 
Commission (ABCC). There are two other 
collections. The Radiation Effects Research 
Foundation in Hiroshima maintains official 
ABCC records that are closed to the public. 
The National Academies of Science in 
Washington D.C. maintains the official 
records of the ABCC. 
 Harry Truman as president of the United 
States established the Atomic Bomb Casualty 
Commission (ABCC) in 1946 to study the 
effects of radiation on the survivors of the 
1945 bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
The ABCC records contain the longest 
ongoing study of large populations affected 
by weaponized radiation. Interest in the study 
remains high because of the threat of nuclear 
war or disasters, such as Fukushima.
 Texas Medical Center Library collection 
is unique because, unlike the other two 
collections, the papers are personal. The 
collection contains personal insights into 
the politics, culture and society of the 
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 It was also noted that Ph.D. graduates 
from iSchools take faculty positions in 
diverse fi elds including Archives and Records 
Management, Business, Communications, 
Computer Science, Education, Health 
Management and Informatics, Information 
Studies, Law, Library and Information 
Science, Management Information Systems, 
and Public Aff airs. Graduates also work in 
corporations and non-profi ts.

iConference 2012
Faculty attending iConference ‘12, held 
in Toronto, Ontario, February 7-10, 2012, 
included Drs. Herman Totten, Linda 
Schamber, Suliman Hawamdeh,  Martin 
Halbert, William Moen and Jeonghyn Kim, as 
well as Shannon Stark (LIS M.S. ‘10), UNT 
Strategic Projects Librarian, Edward Warga, 
iCamp Research Assistant and Elvira Aguilar, 
COI Marketing Specialist. More than 480 
information scholars and professionals were 
in attendance at the conference hosted by the 
University of Toronto. 
 Several UNT attendees presented posters: 
Dr. Jeonghyn Kim, with student Jisu Lee,
presented “Graduate Students’ Information 

ABCC. The papers also offer glimmers 
of understanding into the emotional and 
intellectual lives of the staff  that cannot be 
found in offi  cial papers. 
 Speaking through a translator, I addressed 
a packed room of people representing a variety 
of interests. Before me were students and 
faculty from Tokyo-area universities, offi  cials 
from government ministries, members of 
grassroots organizations displaced by the 
radiation from the Fukushima nuclear plants, 
representatives from TEPCO who operate 
the Fukushima plants, physicists, engineers 
and concerned citizens. 
 I also served on a panel that responded 
to heated and emotional questions from 
the audience concerned about the lack 
of information regarding the effects of 
radiation leaking from the tsunami-damaged 
Fukushima facility.
 Following the symposium, I traveled on 
a Shinkansen (bullet train) to Hiroshima 
with two Japanese historians from Sophia 
University in Tokyo and Hiroshima City 
University. There I visited the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum and talked with 
museum administrators about collaborative 
projects between the museum and the Texas 
Medical Center Library. I also visited the 
closed archives of the Radiation Effects 
Research Foundation and the grounds of 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park.
 Th e trip made clear to me the importance 
of the ABCC papers to the people of Japan 
and the world and taught me that I can make 
a diff erence as an archivist and librarian.

 Philip Montgomery (LIS M.S. ‘05)
  John P. McGovern Historical 

Collections and Research Center
  Texas Medical Center Library
   Houston, TX

Seeking in a Collaborative Learning Setting.” 
Dr. Halbert and Katherine Skinner of Educopi 
Institute presented “Chronicles in Preservation 
Project.” Drs. Moen and Kim presented 

“iCAMP: Building Digital Information 
Curation Curriculum.” Drs. Martin and 
Moen and Postdoctoral Research Associate 
Dr. Spencer Keralis presented “Th e DataRes 
Research Project on Data Management,” which 
was designated a Best Posters Runners-up. Th e 
conference concluded with the annual doctoral 
colloquium, which was sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation.
 Two new members of the iSchools 
organization are Nanjing University’s School 
of Information Management in China and the 
University of Tampere’s School of Information 
Science in Finland. With these additions, the 
iSchools organization (www.ischools.org) now 
includes 33 member-institutions in nine nations 
worldwide. All are dedicated to advancing the 
information fi eld in the 21st century. 
 iConference ‘13, under the sponsorship of 
the UNT College of Information, will be held 
in Fort Worth, TX next year. (See ad on back 
cover for more information) Th ere is a call for 
volunteers to help with various functions.

Our eff ort to provide COI’s college, student, 
faculty, and staff news doesn’t just stop 
at the Call Number. Past issues of the 
magazine, events, details, and links to the 
COI social media pages can all be found on 
www.coi.unt.edu.

good news in a bad economy

It was reported at the 2012 iSchools Conference in February 2012, that contrary 
to gloomy tales that dominate headlines, a recent informal survey of deans in 
the iSchools organization revealed a sudden surge in the hiring of teaching 
and research faculty. The iSchools online jobs directory listed more than 36 
openings at 15 member institutions, with several schools saying they expect 
to add more in coming weeks. These openings range from non-tenured 
researcher and instructor positions to tenure-track professorships. 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
COI is hosting the annual international conference of the iSchools 
in Fort Worth, TX, February 12-15, 2013, and needs volunteers to 
assist with various functions. For details contact ci-alumni@unt.edu

Th e College of Information sponsors a monthly Colloquium 
Series at which renowned researchers and professionals 
address topics of interest to students and faculty.
 At the February 2, 2012 session, Dr. Travis Brewer 
(Ph.D. ATPI ’07) , Dean of the College of Management 
and Leadership at Fluor University and an accomplished 
alumnus of the Department of Learning Technologies, 
spoke on “Building a Corporate University: One Company’s 
Solution to Workforce Development.” Fluor is a Fortune 500 
company that delivers engineering, procurement, maintenance 
(EPCM) and project management to governments and 
diverse industries around the world.
 On March 13, 2012, Dr. Joy Ying Zhang, assistant research 
professor in Mobility Research Center at Carnegie Mellon 
University, spoke on Mobile Sensing for Behavior-ware 
Mobile Computing. Dr. Zhang’s research centers around 
applying statistical learning on natural language processing 
problems, in particular, statistical machine translation 
systems.
 Th e March 15, 2012 colloquium featured Dr. Luciano 
Floridi, University of Hertfordshire and the University of 
Oxford, who spoke on “Enveloping the World: Understanding 
the Constraining Success of Smart Technologies.”
Dr. David Gibson was the speaker at the May 1, 2012 COI 
Colloquium. His topic was “Next Practices Higher Education 
in the Post-Information Age.”

Dr. Travis Brewer Dr. Joy Ying Zhang

Dr. Luciano Floridi Dr. David Gibson
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Two COI Ph.D. Events
COI cosponsored with the NT-ASIST chapter two events in 
February and March to assist all COI doctoral students in the design, 
presentation, and production of high-quality posters for conferences. 
Academic Poster Design 101, a workshop covering idea conception, 
design, software selection, poster logistics, printing, funding, and poster 
presentation, was followed by COI Doctoral Poster Competition where 
students put what was learned in the workshop to work by presenting 
research posters in a low-pressure environment with a cash award for 
best poster. 

Other News
A workshop titled “Plagiarism 
101: What It Is and How to 
Avoid It” and presented by Jill 
Kleister, Graduate Reader, was 
held at Discovery Park on April 
2, 2012. 

Eva Poole, longtime director 
of the Denton (TX) Public 
Library System and a member 
of the LIS Advisory Board, has 
accepted a position as Chief of 
Staff  for the Washington D.C. 
Public Library. The Denton 
Record Chronicle paid quite a 
tribute to her in a front page lead 
story on May 15. 

The Third Annual Symposium on 
Open Access was held May 21, 2012 
at the UNT Gateway Center (http://
openaccess.unt.edu/symposium/2012). Th e 
keynote speaker was Dr. Myron Gutmann, 

head of the National Science Foundation (NSF) directorate for 
Social, Behavioral and Economic Science. Other speakers included: 
Dr. Jose-Marie Griffi  ths, Provost of Bryan University and chair of 
the National Science Board Committee on Strategy and Budget 
Task Force on Data Policy; Dr. Kelvin Droegemeier, Vice President 
of Research at the University of Oklahoma and co-founder of the 
NSF Science and Technology Center for Analysis and Prediction of 
Storms; Dr. Robert Hanisch, Director of the International Virtual 
Astronomy Observatory; Sayeed Choudhury, Associate Dean for 
Research Data Management and Hodson Director of the Digital 
Research and Curation Center at the Sheridan Libraries of Johns 
Hopkins University; Brian E. C. Schottlaender, University Librarian 
at University of California, San Diego; Allen Renear, Professor at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS; Michael 
Hulsey, Immunocytometry Systems Group of Becton Dickinson 
Biosciences, the largest vendor of cytometry equipment in the world. 

Dr. Herman Totten 
returns to his position as Dean of the College 
of Information on June 1, 2012 after serving 
14 months as Vice President of University 
and Community Aff airs. In President Lane 
Rawlins announcement of the change, he 
stated that “Dr. Totten and his team have 
successfully established the President’s 
Council on Community Engagement, which 
is well on its way to building the framework 
for moving UNT from outreach to authentic 
engagement and is using fi ve workgroups—
economic development, engagement advisory, 
project-based learning, technology, and town-
and-gown—to achieve its goals.” He further 
stated that “Herman’s vice presidential 
appointment was created to be full-time for 
one year. Now that he has established a base 
of success, he has resumed his responsibilities 
of Dean of the College of Information 
while continuing to oversee the university 
and community affairs area.” Dr. Linda 
Schamber served as COI acting dean during 
Dr. Totten’s absence. 
 When Dr. Herman Totten returned 
from participating in the Guam cohort 
institute this spring, his Community and 
University Aff airs staff  gave him a surprise 
birthday party.

COI Research Fridays are held on 
the first and third Friday of each month. 
The brown bag lunch series is designed 
to promote better understanding of COI 
research activities of faculty, students and 
staff , and to off er opportunities for sharing 
ideas and potentially developing new 
collaborations. At the fi rst Research Friday, 
June Abbas (LIS Ph.D. ’07), associate 
professor at the University of Oklahoma, gave 
the presentation, followed by a discussion 
about research proposal development and 
submission at UNT on February 17, at 
which a number of faculty who have recently 
submitted proposals participating. The 
April 20 session featured Dr. Paula Laeger, 
UNT Offi  ce of Educational Innovation, who 
introduced and lead a discussion on badges, 
the new digital credentials. 
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The two major technological events that 
transformed libraries and continue to shape 
the future of the information profession are 
the invention of the printing press and the 
development of the internet. The invention 
of the printing press changed history by 
enhancing communication among scientists 

and enabling scholars to reach a wider audience. The mass production 
of books created the need for libraries as institutions to exist in order 
to capture, organize and manage 
the newly produced printed 
material. As the size of the 
printed collections within these 
libraries started to grow steadily, the need for better organization 
techniques and access methods developed. This led to establishment of 
library science as an academic field that seeks to organize and provide 
access to the new body of knowledge. 
 The printing press, as with any new technology, brought with 
it many challenges that included intellectual property, copyrights, 
freedom of information, collection development, social and ethical 
issues related to information services and access control. This led to 
a shift in library science education toward a more customer focused 
interdisciplinary field that seeks to answer questions related to 
information needs and seeking behavior. Librarians worked closely 
with researchers and scientists from other disciplines to address both 
the technical and non-technical challenges. They developed standards, 
formulated information policies and created best practices in library 
and information services. 
 The advent of the internet and the web represented the second 
major technological event that impacted libraries and the information 
profession. It changed the way people access, manipulate and use 
information. Similar to the invention of the printing press, the 
development of the internet brought with it a different set of problems. 
and challenges. Some of these challenges required the collaboration of 
researchers and scientists from different disciplines. Librarians were 

Today, librarians are neither threatened nor 

made obsolete by the new technology.

at the forefront of dealing with these issues by engaging computer 
scientists, engineers, doctors, mathematicians, chemist and others in 
the development of tools and technologies to manage and organize the 
newly generated digital information. 
 Today, librarians are neither threatened nor made obsolete by the 
new technology. Instead they are taking advantage of the internet 
and the emerging technologies to empower their communities and 
help in shaping the future. Armed with information organization and 
information literacy skills, librarians see themselves as change agents. 

They are participating in research 
projects, working side by side 
with teachers in the classrooms, 
training job seekers, working 

with entrepreneurs and inventors, making information and knowledge 
available to legislators when they need it, and helping organizations 
function better through knowledge management. 
 Knowledge Management is an interdisciplinary approach to dealing 
with knowledge processes and practices. It encompasses people, 
technology, information and organizational processes. It calls for better 
management of organization information and knowledge resources 
including intellectual property, internally and externally generated 
information, best practices and lessons learned. Effective knowledge 
management required organization to employ getter information 
management practices, enhance collaboration, knowledge sharing and 
foster a better learning culture. LIS skills combined with librarian’s 
emphasis on information services and client-entered approach 
makes them ideal candidates for supporting knowledge management 
functions within the organization. They are in a good position to 
take advantage of the new emerging technologies and assume the role 
of knowledge managers and be part of the organizations efforts to 
improve operations, enhance competitiveness and reduce cost. 

Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh - Chair
Department of Library & Information Sciences

THE INCREASED EMPHASIS ON LIS SKILLS

Dr. Yvonne Chandler has been elected Texas Library Association 
President-Elect and will serve as president of the association in 2013-
14. Dr. Chandler, who joined the Library & Information Sciences 
Department in 1993, teaches courses in access and retrieval services 
and law library management and serves as director of the Georgia, 
Nevada, SWIM, and LEAP programs. 
 Dr. Chandler’s research areas are legal information services, 
internet resources and services, and education for librarianship. Her 
monograph publications include:  “Accessing Legal and Regulatory 
Information Internet Resources and Documents” in Evolving Internet 
Reference Resources (Hawthorne Press), in 2006; “Legal Resources 

DR. YVONNE CHANDLER ELECTED TLA PRESIDENT ELECT

That Makes Four In A Row From UNT!

hair’s Column

Chandler, Bird, Williams
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on the Internet,” in Th e Internet at the Millennium (Hawthorne 
Press), 2001; and Neal-Schuman Guide to Finding Legal and 
Regulatory Information on the Internet (Neal-Schuman), 1998. 
She has published numerous invited articles in such publications as 
Journal of Library Administration, INSPEL – Th e Journal of the 
Special Libraries Division of IFLA, Law Library Journal and Texas 
Technology, as well as in the conference proceedings of a number of 
professional organizations. Dr. Chandler has written 13 funded grants 
and contracts since 1995, most of which provided funding for UNT 
LIS programs in areas such as Nevada, the American Pacifi c, South 
Dakota and other northwestern states, and Georgia.
 In 2008, Dr. Chandler received the UNT prestigious President’s 
Council Outstanding Teaching Award. 

 Th e last three TLA presidents are LIS graduates: Maribel Castro 
(M.S. ’03), 2010-11, Jerilynn Williams (M.L.S. ‘79), 2011-12, and 
Sherilyn Bird (M.L.S. ’70), 2012-13. With Dr. Chandler’s election, 
that makes four presidents in a row for UNT LIS, six presidents in 
the last seven years.
 Other LIS faculty members who have served as TLA president are 
Emeritus Professor Margaret Irby Nichols, 1984-85, and Dr. Herman 
Totten, 2001-02. LIS alumni TLA presidents include Maurine Gray 
(M.L.S. ’69), 1974-75, Mary Lankford (B.A. ’52), 1975-76, Charles 
Harrell (Ph.D.  ’88), 1990-91, Linda Allmand (B.A. ’61), 1986-87, 
Gretchen McCord (M.S. ’91), 2005-06, and Melody Kelly (M.L.S. 
’73), 2008-09.

Since 2004, Stephanie has been a Library 
and Information Sciences Adjunct Faculty 
member for the Houston Program, teaching 
courses in electronic databases and 
information services. She also has been a 
course instructor in the Medical Library 
Association’s Certifi ed Continuing Education 

program (2002-2003; 2007-2010); an invited tutor for the Rocky 
Mountain Workshop “How to Practice Evidence-based Health Care,” 
sponsored by the University of Colorado School of Medicine (2005-
2010); and a tutor and Planning Committee Member for “Learning 
to Practice and Teach Evidence-based Health Care: An Intensive 
Workshop,” sponsored by the MD Anderson Cancer Center and the 
Texas Health Science Center (2005 and 2008). 
 Stephanie has published book chapters and articles in numerous 
professional journals such as Medical Research Quarterly and 
Anesthesiology. She presented a number of posters at the Medical 
Library Association Annual Meetings and at other conferences, and 
made presentations at South Central Chapter, Medical Library 
Association Annual Meetings and for other professional groups.
 Stephanie’s honors include the Medical Library Association Estelle 
Brodman Award for Academic Medical Librarian of the Year in 2010, 
and the Medical Library Association, Academy of Health Information 
Professionals, Distinguished Member 2008-2013. An active member 
of the Texas Library Association, she was selected as a participant at 
the 2009 Texas Accelerated Library Leaders (TALL Texans) program, 
and chaired the Special Library Division in 2011-12. She is a member 

of the College of Information Board of Advisors and serves on the 
Executive Board for the Texas Medical Center Library. 
Stephanie was the honored guest at the traditional TLA dinner (see 
following article).

ALUMNI DINNER AND 
OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 
CELEBRATION
Some 130 alumni, faculty, 
adjunct faculty, Alumni Society 
board members, staff , students, 
and guests gathered at the 
Houston Astros Minute Maid 
Ballpark (in the VIP suites, no 
less) for the annual LIS dinner 
held during the TLA conference 
on April 19, 2012. Reports are 
out that it was a smashing success. Kudos to event planner Jurhee 
Curtis! 
 Acting Dean Linda Schamber gave the welcome, followed by 
LIS Department Chair Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh’s introduction of 
special guests, including Lesley Boughton, Wyoming State Librarian, 
attending on behalf of the PEARL project, and members of the Board 
of Advisors, adjunct faculty members and faculty members.
 Alumni Society Board member Connie Moss (M.S. ‘92), reported 
on board activities and the new board members, also explained 
the selection process used for naming the annual outstanding 

OUTSTANDING ALUM OF THE YEAR - LISStephanie Fulton
Stephanie Fulton (LIS M.S. ’93), 2012 Library & Information Sciences Department Outstanding 

Alumni, has served as Executive Director of the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 

Research Medical Library since April 2011. Before coming to MD Anderson in 2003, she held 

positions at Ovid Technologies and at Scott & White Memorial Library. 

Fulton honored by Kathy Hoff man
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&DATA MANAGEMENT 

DIGITAL CURATION

alumni. Regents Professor Ana Cleveland, Director of the Health 
Informatics and the Houston Programs, introduced Dr. Oliver 
Bogler, Vice President of Academic Affairs at the University of 
Texas MD Andersen Cancer Center. Dr. Bogler spoke of the many 
contributions that Stephanie Fulton, 2012 Outstanding Alumni, has 
made to MD Andersen. Dr. Cleveland talked about Stephanie’s time 
as a student and of the contributions she had made to the Houston 
Program. After the award was presented, Stephanie gave her response, 
titled “Observations from the Field.” (See previous article for more 
information about Stephanie Fulton.) 
 Recognition was given to adjunct faculty who contribute to the 
value of the master’s program. Th ose present and the courses they 
teach included:  Pat Bozeman, Special Collections and Archives in 
Houston; Stephanie Fulton (LIS M.S. ’93), Advanced Electronic 
Databases & Information Services in Houston; Elizabeth Brackeen 
(LIS M.S. ’92) Advanced Electronic Databases & Information 
Services in Houston; Deborah Halstead, Community-Based 
Health Information in Houston; Karen Vargas (LIS M.S. ’97), 
User Education in Houston; Dr. Margaret Carroll (LIS Ph.D. ’10), 
Advanced Management of Information Agencies and Special Libraries 
and Information Centers in Denton, TX.
 Students who assisted with the event included: Heather Bailey, 
Jennifer Ortiz and Elena Vassilieva.

BOARD OF ADVISORS
The Department of Library & 
Information Sciences Board of 
Advisors met at Gateway Center, 
March 5, 2012. Following the 
business meeting, chaired by 
BOA Chair Joan Howland 
and a welcome by College 
of Information Acting Dean 
Linda Schamber, Department 
Chair Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh 
presented a report on the state 
of the department. Former dean 
Philip Turner gave a briefing 
on the upcoming accreditation 
procedure, fol lowed by a 
discussion concerning the Board 
of Advisors role in the process. 
Following lunch, groups were 
formed to discuss enrollment, 
program sustainability and the 
department’s future directions.

NEW COURSES 
In summer 2012, two new 
courses will be offered that 
address digital curation, data 
management, and technologies 
related to the topic. These 
courses are being developed 
in a project funded by the 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS). The project, 
Information: Curate, Archive, 
Manage, Preserve (iCAMP), 
will be developing a four course 
sequence that deal with the 
evolving challenges of curating 
and managing digital information 
and data. Th e fi rst two courses 
are: SLIS 5980.011: Digital 
Curation and Data Management 
Fundamenta l s , and SLIS 
5980.021: Tools Applications 
and Infrastructure for Digital 
Curation. 
 There are a few specific 
requirements and conditions for 

admission into these courses: 
class size will be limited to 10 
students, although primarily 
web-based, the courses may 
require one or more face-to-face 
meetings in Denton, TX (which 
means students will need to be 
available for face-to-face meetings 
that are not offi  cially scheduled 
before the beginning of the 
semester), LIS students should 
have completed at least the three 
core courses.
 Th e iCAMP Project (http://
icamp.unt.edu) is a three-
year effort during which the 
department will be developing 
and offering the four courses 
that will comprise a Graduate 
Academic Certificate. During 
the years of the project, the 
department will offer each 

course three times, assessing and 
revising each course appropriately 
to yield the best courses possible 
to prepare students with set of 
competencies needed to take 
on the challenges of  digital 
curation and data management. 
Th e courses will then be rolled 
into the regular inventory of 
courses off ered in the College of 
Information.
 Those interested should 
send an email with a statement 
indicating interest in taking 
one or both of  the courses 
to the following: William E. 
Moen (william.moen@unt.
edu) or Jeonghyun (Annie) Kim 
(jeonghyun.kim@unt.edu).

Stephen, Fulton, Cleveland, Bogler
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Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones and Toby Faber (LIS M.S. ’04) took 19 
students to Russia, May 14-June 4, for the annual study abroad 
project. At the Anglo American School of Moscow, they assisted the 
library with renovation plans, space planning, collection assessment, 
policies and procedures, and cataloging. Th ey also had the opportunity 
to visit the satellite branch of the school in St. Petersburg. LIS 
faculty member Dr. Oksana Zavalina joined the group to assist with 
translation and cataloging. Dean Herman Totten accompanied the 
group to Russia and remained with them for the fi rst week.
 While attending the European Meeting on Media and Information 
Literacy Education (EMMILE), February 27-29 in Milan, Italy, Dr. 
Schultz-Jones enjoyed a lengthy conversation (through a translator) 
with Dr. Tatiana Zhukova, President of the Russian School Library 

STUDY
ABROAD 
INRUSSIA

Association (RUSLA). Dr. Zhukova was interested in the planned 
Russian visit and hosted the study abroad students at the Google 
Center in Moscow on May 28 to meet other librarians, tour the 
center, and participate in the round table meeting “Children and 
Libraries in the Changing Media Environment”. She also organized 
and hosted a program for the group on May 30 at the Boris Yeltsin 
Presidential Library in St. Petersburg - “Information Literacy in the 
School Library: Modern Technologies and Innovations of the 21st 
Century”. At both venues Dr. Schultz-Jones, Dr. Cynthia Ledbetter 
(UTD research colleague), Dr. Zavalina, Toby Faber, and John 
Bishop (Librarian for the Anglo American School of Moscow) made 
presentations to her colleagues about education and professional 
development for school librarians in the United States.

Study Abroad in Russia
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There is much to 
report with regard to 
activities and good 
news in the Learning 
Technologies (LT) 
Department. First, 
there is a new chair, 

Mike Spector (see side article), who was 
enticed away from the University of Georgia 
to join an unusually productive and innovative 
group of individuals, now hiding out in an 
undisclosed offi  ce suite (G150) at Discovery 
Park. Bill Elieson, the former interim LT 
chair, has been banished to China—actually 

he is now there as part of a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Hangzhou Normal 
University to promote faculty and student 
exchanges. Bill will be there three months this 
spring and again for three months in the fall. 
Mike spent two weeks at Sabanci University 
in Turkey evaluating their academic support 
group and offering seminars on program 
evaluation, academic publishing and learning 
in complex domains. Gerald Knezek is 
continuing his Fulbright award at the 
University of Twente with seminars and a 
conference on design research in May. As 
usual, LT is continuing its strong tradition of 
international outreach. 
 Programmatically, LT is moving forward 
aggressively on several fronts. The new 
distance learning doctorate in educational 
computing with the first cohort will 
begin this summer. The pilot eight-week 
master’s program in computing education 
and cognitive systems will begin this fall. 
The B.A.A.S. in applied technology and 
performance improvement is doing quite well 
with continuing strong enrollments and plans 
to add new additional areas of emphasis and 
majors related to learning technologies. Each 
of the two programs in LT have conducted 
searches for an assistant professor and sent 

Dr. Mike Spector, who began 
his responsibilities as chair of 
the Department of Learning 
Technologies on January 2, 2012, 
was welcomed at a “Meet and Greet” 
on February 1. Dr. Spector, a leading 
scholar in the fi eld, nationally and 
internationally, came to UNT from 
a professorship at the Department 
of Educational Psychology and 
Instructional Technology at the 
University of Georgia. From 2004-
2008, he was Associate Director 
of the Learning Systems Institute, 
Professor of Instructional Systems 
and Principal Investigator for the 
International Center for Learning, 
Education and Performance 
Systems at Florida State University.
 Dr. Spector’s recent research 
is in the areas of intelligent 
support for instructional design, 
system dynamics based learning 
environments, assessing learning 
in complex domains, distance 
learning and technology integration 
in education. He coedited the 
third edition of the Handbook 
of Research on Educational 
Communications and Technology 
and has more than 100 journal 
articles, book chapters and books 
to his credit.
 Dr. Spector recently completed a 
term as president of the Association 
for Educational Communication 
Technology (AECT), one of the 
leading professional organizations 
in the fi eld. He has served on the 
International Board of Standards 
for Training, Performance and 
Instruction (IBSTPI) as Executive 
Vice President and on the Executive 
Committee of the IEEE Learning 
Technology Task Force. He is 
a distinguished graduate of the 
United States Air Force Academy 
and earned a Ph.D. in philosophy 
from the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

DR. MIKE SPECTOR: NEW LT 

DEPARTMENT CHAIR

recommendations to the dean. We expect to have two new 
assistant professors in place this fall and all indications are 
that they will be just as productive and innovative as those 
already here. 
 I could go on at length about changes and trends that I 
see coming your way in the area of learning technologies, 
but I decided to emphasize LT news of note in my column. 
Th ose wishing to read more about my thoughts on various 
topics (professional and otherwise) might take a peek at 
http://aect-president-2009-2010.blogspot.com/. I shall 
close with two remarks—one about program evaluation 
and one about educational service.
 Based on my experience and perspective, I believe that 
the fi rst priority of a program or project evaluator is to help 

ensure the success of the program 
or project; a second priority is to 
report actual outcomes against 
intended outcomes. Some 
evaluators sometimes ignore the 
fi rst priority, and of course some 

disagree with the perspective. Th is kind of thinking also 
applies to teaching. I think priority number one is to help 
students succeed and secondary to that responsibility is 
reporting outcomes in the form of grades.
 With regard to educational service, we often get 
things working in the wrong direction up and down 
an educational hierarchy. Faculty should be focused 
on serving students as the first priority. Staff should 
be focused on serving students and/or faculty. An 
administrator should serve the faculty, staff and/or 
students. Where this goes awry is when a chair thinks 
that the fi rst priority is to serve the dean rather than 
faculty or when faculty serves the chair fi rst and then the 
students. Th e relationships between and among students, 
faculty, staff and administrators should be based on 
mutual respect and cooperation. I can happily report that 
my initial impression of LT and COI is that our people 
understand and generally follow this service orientation 
down the educational hierarchy. Values inform our vision 
which shapes our mission. 

Dr. Mike Spector - Chair
Learning Technologies Department

The relationships between and among 

students, faculty, staff and administrators should 

be based on mutual respect and cooperation. 

hair’s Column
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At the Academy of 
Hu m a n  R e s o u rc e 
Development annual 
conference, held  Feb. 
29-Mar. 4, Dr. Kim 
Nimon received the 
Academy’s Cutting 
Edge  Award . The 

honor is given to the author(s) of up to 
ten outstanding scholarly papers from 
those published in the annual Conference 
Proceedings of the Academy for the prior 
year. This year the award went to the top eight 
papers. Dr. Nimon’s award paper is titled “The 
Work Intention Inventory: Initial Evidence 
of Construct Validity.” She also published 
two articles contained in the publication that 
received the Advances in Developing Human 
Resources (ADHR) Outstanding Issue 
Award, given to the outstanding issue among 
the volumes associated with each editorship 
cycle (three years) of the journal. 
 Dr. Nimon, who joined the Department of 

Learning Technologies faculty as an assistant 
professor in 2008, has published extensively 
in book chapters and in refereed journals 
such as American Journal of Evaluation, 
Learning and Performance Quarterly, 
Frontiers in Psychology, Human Resources 
Quarterly, and Multivariate Behavioral 
Research. She currently is the principal 
investigator for grants awarded by FISH 
Technologies, Inc. and Everman ISD, and 
is external evaluator for a National Science 
Foundation grant. Dr. Nimon has made over 
50 refereed presentations for international 
and national scholarly organizations, most 
recently several for the Academy of Human 
Resource Development. She also holds 
patents from both the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office and Canada Intellectual 
Property Office. Her areas of expertise are 
in workforce development (human resource 
development, employee engagement, 
corporate chaplaincy programs) and analytical 
methodologies (applied general linear model 

analyses, statistical software programming, 
measurement and evaluation). 
 Dr. Nimon represents the Learning 
Technologies Department at the national and 
regional levels by serving leadership positions 
within the American Educational Research 
Association, the Academy of  Human 
Resource Development and the Southwestern 
Educational Research Association, as well as 
serving as Quantitative Methods Editor for 
Human Resource Quarterly. She also serves 
our college by directing the Information for 
Research and Analysis Lab. 
 Dr. Nimon received the Ph.D. in Applied 
Technology and Performance Improvement 
from UNT in 2007 and plans to complete 
the Ph.D. in Educational Research, also from 
UNT, in 2012. Her M.S. in Organizational 
Leadership is from Regent University 
and B.S. in Computer Science is from the 
University of Arkansas.

DR. KIM NIMON RECIEVES 

Cutting Edge Award

 The College of Information provided massive scholarly activities 
at the 23rd international conference of the Society for Information 
Technology and Teacher Education (SITE), March 5-9, 2012, in 
Austin, TX. A total of 33 presentations were delivered by UNT 
faculty and students, perhaps the largest number ever, at least the 
largest at SITE.
 COI faculty and research scientists presenters were: Rhonda 
Christensen, Greg Jones, Jeonghyun Kim, Lin Lin, Gerald Knezek, 

Kim Nimon, Cathie Norris, Mike Spector, Tandra Tyler-Wood, 
Scott Warren, Curby Alexander, and Dana Arrowood.
 Student presenters included: Adriana D’Alba, William Black, 
Debbie Blackwell, Mark Evans, Chris Faulkner, Jonathan Gratch, 
Michelle Houston, Susan Hopper, Michele Houston, Jisu Lee, 
Garry Mayes, Leila Mills, Anjum Najmi, Sita Periathiruvadi, Heida 
Reed, Danny Rose, Buncha Samruayruen, William Stowe, and 
Jenny Wakefield.

COI Well Represented At The Society For Information
Technology And Teacher Education (ISTE) Conference

Najmi, Wakefield, Reed, Hopper, Faulkner

Faulkner, Dzirony
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As mentioned in Dr. Spector’s Learning 
Technologies column (p.13), UNT launched 
a new initiative last summer to examine and 
create the ability to off er academic programs 
in an eight-week term framework. Programs 
across UNT submitted programs and 
the Computer Education and Cognitive 
Systems (CECS) Masters in the Learning 
Technologies Department was selected to 
move forward as the initial program to pilot 
the concept. CECS proposed to implement 
a master’s track in the eight-week off ering in 
Learning/Instructional Systems and Design. 
Th e off ering is aimed at students who want to 
understand, design and implement learning 
systems for teaching, learning, training and 
information. Learning and instructional 
systems continue to grow in their use in 
the United States and around the world, 
and we expect a great deal of interest in this 
accelerated course timeline. 

 Students will take two courses (6 
hours) each eight-week term and be able 
to complete the degree in six terms (14 
months). Courses include Introduction 
to Learning Technologies, Learning and 
Cognition, Multimedia Design, Authoring 
Systems., Ethics in Learning Systems, 
Instructional Systems Design 1, Educational 
Data Communications, Online Design and 
Pedagogy, New Technologies for Instruction, 
Technology-Based Learning Environments 
and others.
 Since being selected, the program and 
department has been busy coordinating with 
the university and helping define various 
issues on many fronts. Adding the capability 
of off ering eight-week terms to the existing 
academic calendar and processes on campus 
has not been a trivial task and is being made 
possible only through the dedicated work 
of many units across the university. Formal 

launch of the eight-week based program 
off ering is scheduled for spring 2013.
 A fall pilot of the course off ering will be 
undertaken to test the mentoring, student 
tracking systems, remote access to course 
software, and other course delivery systems 
prior to the launch. We will be looking for 
students now who would be interested in 
participating in this new master’s degree 
offering. Discussions are being held 
concerning the availability of support to lower 
overall cost of the program for those students 
who are willing to start this fall and help pilot 
the various aspects of the program. 

SPRING 2013 PILOT OFFERING

8-Week  Graduate Semesters for CECS

 Those who would like to be contacted 
as more information is available on the 
8-week degree off ering should contact the 
Department of Learning Technologies at 
940-565-2057.

The first annual meeting of the new online Ph.D. in Learning 
Technologies took place in San Diego, CA at the end of June. It is very 
exciting to be starting a new program off ering of this nature that will 
further expand student out-reach and the reputation of the College 
in this area. Th e concept of this new distributed program off ering 
began three years go with Dean Herman Totten and is now happening 
because of the great support of Acting Dean Linda Schamber and the 
program faculty and department. Courses are delivered online over 

the course of the year with the residency requirement being met with 
annual meetings each summer. It is also one of the fi rst distributed 
doctoral programs in the country to focus on learning technologies. 
Student interest has been high in this new off ering, especially in its 
unique confi guration; we expect a full cohort. 
 The program offering was not created as a standalone online 
doctoral program, but was built to refl ect the quality of our current 
residency program on campus through the use of distributed 
mentoring, teaching and technology. To accomplish this goal, we have 
recruited quality associate graduate faculty mentors from across the 
country who will be expanding the capabilities of the campus faculty. 
Th e mentors, working with UNT faculty, create an academic team to 
provide mentoring and support for each student during coursework 
and into the dissertation stage. This mentoring relationship is 
expected to create the same type of rapport that is seen with students 
on campus. By leveraging distributed learning technologies, we can 
take the academic mentoring with online course delivery to extend 
the program to students outside the North Texas region and around 
the world. 
 Visit http://lt.unt.edu/ecmp for more detail. To speak with 
an advisor about applying to the program, call the Department of 
Learning Technologies at 940-565-2057. I will provide a report on 
the annual meeting in the next issue.

UPDATES FROM DR. GREG JONES

ONLINE DOCTORAL DEGREE IN 
EDUCATIONAL COMPUTING LAUNCHED

Dr. Greg Jones
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The Department of Learning 
Technologies (LT) is installing 
a new three dimensional printer 
received from the University of 
Virginia. The printer is part of 
a collaborative eff ort to develop 
more physics, mathematics, 
and engineering curriculum for 
elementary and middle school 
students. Purchase of the printer 
was sponsored by a National 
Science Foundation grant 
under the ITEST (Innovative 

Technology Experiences for Teachers and Students) initiative. UNT is 
part of a team working on the project called Fab@School with Cornell 
University and the University of Virginia. Dr. Gerald Knezek is head 
of the UNT team, which includes Drs. Christensen, Tyler-Wood and 
Alexander.
 Project Fab@School uses both two and three dimensional printers 
to allow school-aged children to experience the opportunity to design 
and create objects using an elementary level CAD program and printer. 

Th e UNT College of Information is a front runner in research 
to improve special education on a national scale. Faculty in the 
Department of Learning Technologies is actively engaging in 
developing new tools to improve the training 
of teachers. Th is will subsequently improve 
the number of skilled teachers in the work 
force. Of late, the department has received 
high acclaim for the use of simSchool, a 
classroom simulator, in their online degree 
programs.
 s imS chool  recently  appeared in 
the internationally recognized NMC 
2012 Horizon Report released at the 
EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative conference 
in Austin, TX. The Horizon Report 
recognized simSchool as an emerging technology likely to have a 

“large impact on education around the globe.” simSchool was cited 
in the Game-Based Learning in Practice section, a validation that 
simSchool is on the path to making a real diff erence in education. 

As the simSchool Research Center, UNT Learning Technologies 
confi rms that academic quality and excellence is driven by student 
centered curriculum design. By changing the curriculum to mirror 

current markets and technologies, the 
Department of Learning Technologies is 
giving its students a valuable experience to 
combat challenges in education. 
 As the world’s fi rst and only dynamic 
classroom simulator, simSchool includes 
functions that allow users to simulate 
diff erent learning styles of multiple students. 
Users then run sample lessons and learn how 
the virtual students respond to different 
teaching methods. By practicing skills in 
a low-pressure environment, simSchool 

makes a diff erence in a student teacher’s confi dence, competence and 
own sense of control. Ultimately, the real world experience achieved 
through the virtual training software produces more qualified 
teachers and improves young teacher employment retention.

HORIZON REPORT RECOGNIZES 

To learn more about simSchool, visit http://www.simSchool.org/ and http://www.curveshift.com/

simSCHOOL AS IMPACTING TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION
Elvira Aguilar

Th e three-dimensional printer uses silicon for printing, but it is possible 
to print using mediums such as Cheese Wiz and cookie dough. Data 
is being collected on the eff ectiveness of the printer as a vehicle for 
providing early design experiences to young children.
During summer 2012, post-doctoral fellows from the Design Research 
Lab at Cornell plan to visit the UNT campus to provide demonstrations 
of the printer to classes on campus and interested groups in the 
community.
 The Department of Learning Technologies is developing two 
transmedia books which will provide curriculum which used the printer. 
Th e books have a story line which used links to the Internet, interactive 
games, activities and projects related to both the two dimensional and 
three dimensional to explore and solve a real life problem.
 Plans are underway to open the use of the printer to other interested 
researchers at UNT. For additional information on the ITEST project, 
contact Dr. Knezek at gknezek@gmail.com. For information on 
transmedia books or the summer schedule for post-doctoral visitors, 
contact Dr. Tandra Tyler at tandra.tyler-wood@unt.edu. For information 
on gaining access to the printer for classroom or research purposes, 
contact Dr. Mike Spector at mike.spector@unt.edu. 

LT OBTAINS THREE DIMENSIONAL PRINTER
Dr. Tandra Tyler-Wood
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Dr. Jiangping Chen, a faculty member of the TxCDK Intelligent 
Information Access (IIA) Lab, received an award in the joint 
Autonomous University of the State of Mexico (UAEM)/UNT 
Research Seed Funding Program, established to support joint research 
projects that strengthen the close academic relationship between UAEM 
and UNT. Utilizing her winning proposal, “English-Spanish Machine 
Translation for Multilingual Information Access,” she will explore 
eff ective machine translation solutions for English-Spanish metadata 
records translations, in collaboration with Professor Hector Alejandro 
Montes, UAEM Department of Computer Science. She is also working 
on an IMLS-funded research project titled “Enabling Multilingual 
Information Access to Digital Collections: An Investigation of Metadata 
Records Translations.” Th e IIA Lab has developed a multilingual, 
database-driven system, HeMT (http://txcdk-v10.unt.edu/HeMT), 
as an integrate evaluation platform for human evaluation of machine 
translation. HeMT includes a training module in three languages: 
English, Simplifi ed Chinese and Spanish, for educating and assisting 
evaluators recruited from China and Mexico.
 Dr. Chen published, together with LIS students and others, two 
journal articles in The Electronic Library. With Ren Ding, Shan 
Jiang, and Ryan Knudson (M.S. ’10), she published “A Preliminary 
Evaluation of Metadata Records Machine Translation.” With Tina 
Budzise-Weaver and Mikhaela Mitchell, she published “Collaboration 
and Crowdsourcing: Th e Cases of Multilingual Digital Libraries.” Her 
poster, coauthored with Olajumoke Azogu and Wenquian Zhao, was 
accepted by 2012 AC/IEEE Joint Conference on Digital Libraries 
(http://www.jcdl2012.info) and will be published in ACM Digital 
Magazine. 

Regents Professor Ana Cleveland was elected to the Medial 
Library Association’s Nominating Committee, has continued to serve 
as the Section Council Liaison to the MLA Continuing Education 
Committee, and is working on the MLA/National Library of 
Medicine Disaster Information Specialization. In October 2011, 
she presented several contributed papers at the annual meeting of 
the South Center Chapter of MLA in Baton Rouge, LA, including: 

“Preparing an Information Toolkit to Go for Health-Related Pre-
Professional Students” with Xuequn (Della) Pan (Ph.D. ’12) and Jody 
Philbrick (Ph.D. ’12), as well as “Providing Info on the Geaux: Mobile 

Library & Information Sciences

Faculty News Keep up with the latest faculty news by 
visiting coi.unt.edu or following UNTCOI 
on facebook and  twitter

Resources and Academic Health Sciences Libraries” and ”Get Your 
Disaster Info to Go: An Overview of Mobile Apps,” both coauthored 
with Jodi Philbrick. Dr. Cleveland and Jodi Philbrick received the 
second place Elizabeth K. Eaton Research award for their paper on 
mobile resources and academic health sciences libraries. Dr. Cleveland 
was pleased that many of her students received travel awards to attend 
the meeting in Baton Rouge, LA.
 Dr. Cleveland and Jodi Philbrick hosted another successful Houston 
All School Day in November 2011 with the theme “Repurposing the 
Library for the Digital Age.” Many Houston area professionals shared 
their expertise on the topic with the students and graduates in attendance. 
Th is spring Dr. Cleveland and Jodi Philbrick held a new Houston area 
student orientation in conjunction with the SLIS 5000/5600 Web 
Institute. 
 Dr. Cleveland continues her work on the Texas State Plan to Reduce 
Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke and will be part of a panel of speakers 
at the UNT-sponsored Bioinformatics Summit this spring.

Dr. Elizabeth Figa is the 2012 chair of the Association for Library and 
Information Education (ALISE) Eugene Garfi eld Dissertation Awards 
Committee. At the 2012 ALISE conference, Dr. Figa was the convener 
and one of the fi ve presenters of the ALISE Conference Juried Paper 
Competition presentation entitled “Modeled Approaches for Teaching 
Graphic Novels and Comics in Library and Information Sciences 
Education.” She also participated in the ALISE Youth Services Special 
Interest Group program “Telling Our Stories, Extending Our Reach,” 
which featured storytelling performances. Th e title of her performance 
piece was “Th e Waking Wounded Th eory.”  Dr. Figa has been elected 
to a four-year term as a National Director Beta Phi Mu Honor Society 
Board. She also is chair of the UNT Faculty Awards Committee. In the 
past year, she has reviewed papers for Library & Information Science 
Research. She has continued her role as one of the editors of Storytelling, 
Self, Society Journal and encourages graduates of our program with an 
interest in storytelling to submit manuscripts. 

Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh has published two articles: “Leveraging 
Socioculturally Situated Tacit Knowledge,” with C. Cordeiro-Nilsson, 
Journal of Knowledge Management, 15(1): 88-103; and “Th e Utilization 
of Web 2.0 Functionalities on e-Commerce Web Sites,” with Yong-
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Dr. Spencer Keralis, Postdoctoral Research Associate at UNT 
Libraries, has formed a discussion group for persons interested in digital 
humanities. 

Dr. Joenghyun Kim’s paper, “Building Rapport between LIS and 
Museum Studies,” was published in the Journal of Education in Library 
and Information Sciences, spring 2012 issue. She coauthored a paper 
with her doctoral student Ahm Can, titled “Characterizing Queries 
in Different Search Tasks,” which was presented at the Hawaiian 
International Conference on System Sciences (HICSS) and published 
in the conference proceedings. She presented the results of a research 
project on collaborative learning and information seeking with doctoral 
student Jisu Lee at a number of conferences, including the 2012 ALISE 
Annual Conference, iConference 2012 and SITE 2012. Her paper 
has also been accepted for presentation at the ISIC 2012, which will 
be held September 4-7, 2012 in Japan. As a coprincipal investigator of 
the iCAMP project, she presented posters with Dr. William Moen and 
other project members, both at the iConference 2012 and ALISE 2012 
conference. She has been appointed as a member of the ALISE/Pratt-
Severn Faculty Innovation Award Committee for 2012-2013.

Dr. Shawne Miksa has completed editing a special issue of Journal 
of Library Metadata, to be published in June 2012. A total of 14 
papers were selected for the special issue titled “Functional Future for 
Bibliographic Control.” She gave a presentation at ALA Mid-Winter in 
January at the FRBR Interest Group meeting titled “Cataloger Tasks” as a 

way of addressing the work catalogers perform to support the user tasks, 
as stated in the Fundamental Requirements for Bibliographic Records 
(FRBR), Fundamental Requirements for Authority Data (FRAD), and 
Functional Requirement for Subject Authority Data (FRSAD), within 
library catalogs. Dr. Miksa coauthored the paper “Historical and Current 
Implications of Cataloging Quality for Next Generation Catalogers” with 
Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones, Dr. Karen Snow Bartholomai  (LIS Ph.D. 
’11) and doctoral student Richard Hasenyager, to be published in Library 
Trends this summer. She participated on the panel “Social Tagging and 
Its Eff ect on the Catalog” at the Texas Library Association conference on 
April 2012 in Houston, TX.

Dr. Brian O’Connor has been wandering and exploring new 
connections. He lectured in courses in the Philosophy and Religion 
Studies Department on modernist and post-modernist documents 
retrieval, Charlie Chaplin’s 1936 fi lm, “Modern Times,” as the distillation 
of modernity and environmental ethics on the ground. With Ph.D. 
student Melody McCotter, he participated in a panel over Skype 
with graduate students in the Project Accessible Libraries for All 

project at the University of Alabama. He also was guest speaker in an 
advanced sculpture class at Texas Woman’s University, discussing the 
documentness of hand-crafted kayaks. Dr. O’Connor and Dr. Richard 
Anderson (Ph.D. ‘06) have submitted a proposal to the 2012 DOCAM 
on the representation of fl owers in contemporary culture. He authored 
Daddy’s Christmas Presents, a personal refl ection on his father’s death. 
He continues writing of Photographic Verisimilitude and his editing 
of the documentary Horse Pulling, coauthored with Dr. Irene Klave. 
“Re-crafting and re-invigorating the academic life at 65 continues apace,” 
he said.

Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones presented an invited research paper titled 
“New Competencies for the Teacher Librarian” at the European Meeting 
on Media and Information Literacy Education in Milan, Italy, February 
27-29, 2012. Dr. Schultz-Jones, Dr. Shawne Miksa (LIS faculty), Karen 
Snow Bartholomai (Ph.D. ’11), now an assistant professor at Dominican 
University in Chicago, and Richard Hasenyager, current Ph.D. student 
and Director of Library Services for NEISD San Antonio,  published 
“Historical and Current Implications of Cataloging Quality in Academic, 
Public and School Libraries” in Library Trends, 61(1). 
 In June, Dr. Schultz-Jones and Richard Hasenyager will present a 
workshop on RDA for school librarians. She is also on the task force 
that plans and presents the workshops on RDA. Since the three national 
libraries have decided to adopt RDA by March 31, 2013, this is a big year 
for the topic.

Mi Kim, Journal of Advances in Information Technology, 1(4): 190-
198. He also presented “Making the Case for Public Libraries in the 
Knowledge Economy: Libraries as a Vital Knowledge Resource,” Texas 
Library Association Annual Conference, April 2011; “Th e Evolution of 
an Emerging Discipline: KM Education,” webinar series on Knowledge 
Management Education organized by Kent State University and 
George Washington University, April 2011; “Opportunities in Medical 
Librarianship,” panel organized by DFW Health Libraries Information 
Network (HealthLINE), hosted by Texas Woman’s University, July 
2011; “What Competencies Do Today’s Knowledge Professionals Need 
to Lead Knowledge Organizations in the 21st Century?” First Annual 
Summit on Knowledge Management Education Forum, organized 
and hosted by George Washington University, May 5, 2011;  “Th e 
Professionalization of Knowledge Management,” the Knowledge and 
Project Management Symposium (KPM), organized by the Knowledge 
and Information Professional Association (KIPA), Oklahoma State 
University, July 2011; and “Open Access and Scholarly Communication: 
Th e Current Landscape, Future Direction, and the Infl uence on Global 
Scholarship,” ASIST Annual Meeting, October 11, 2011. 
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Dr. Daniella Smith continues to present at conferences and publish 
articles about the leadership role of school librarians and their education. 
She published an article, “Educating Pre-service School Librarians to 
Lead: A Study of Self-Perceived Transformational Leadership Behaviors,” 
in School Library Media Research: http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.
org.aasl/fi les/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol14/SLR_Volume_14.
pdf#page=215. Dr. Smith also contributed the chapter “Champions of 
Equal Learning Opportunities” to eBook, School Libraries: What’s Now, 
What’s Yet to Come. Her conference presentations include:  “Learning to 
Lead: Technology Lessons Learned from Pre-Service School Librarians” 
at the Library 2.0 Conference; “An Exploration of the Special Services 
that School Librarians Offer to Teaches of Students with Autism 
and ASD” at the Treasure Mountain Retreat; “Transformational 
Leadership through Technology Integration” at American Association 
of School Librarians; “Providing Distance-Learning Support through 
Collaborative Relationships” at E-Learn; and “Exploring the Impact of 
Diversity Variables on the Technology Integration Leadership Behaviors 
of School Librarians” at American Library and Information Science 
Education (ALISE).

Dr. Herman Totten, who is returning to the deanship of COI, has 
been invited as one of three speakers at a symposium on diversity in 
LIS education at the Information Policy & Access Center in the College 
of Information Studies at the University of Maryland, November 8-9, 
2012. Th e symposium is funded through a scholarship grant from 
IMLS that supports the implementation of the Information & Diversity 
Populations Specialization off ered through the College’s Masters in 
Library and Information Sciences program.

Dr. Oksana Zavalina has received a UNT Research Initiative 
Grant to conduct a comparative study of user searching in two large-
scale domain-specifi c digital libraries: National Science Digital Library 
that serves STEM researchers and educators, and Open History digital 
library that serves U.S. history researchers, educators and enthusiasts. 
Her paper, “Contextual Metadata in Digital Aggregations Application of 

Collection-Level Subject Metadata and Its Role in User Interactions and 
Information Retrieval,” was published in Journal of Library Metadata 
special issue on contextual metadata. In February 2012, Dr. Zavalina 
joined the editorial team for the Fundamentals of Cataloging online 
course prepared by the Association for Library Cataloging and Technical 
Services (ALCTS) Continuing Education Committee. At the Texas 
Library Association annual conference in April 2012, Dr. Zavalina gave 
an invited presentation titled “Metadata for 2012 and Beyond.” 

Dr. William Elieson, who served as interim LT chair before the arrival 
of Dr. Spector in January 2012, spent three months this spring in China 
as part of a Memorandum of Understanding with Hangzhou Normal 
University to promote faculty and student exchanges. He will return to 
China for an additional three months in fall 2012.

Dr. Greg Jones reports that he has had a busy time as program 
coordinator for the M.S. and Ph.D. programs in CECS. Articles on the 
new doctoral delivery option, as well as the eight-week program (p.15) 
are included in this issue. He also has submitted one of several journal 
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articles related to research on the Leopoldo Flores Virtual Museum that 
was discussed in this student section (p.22) of this issue as well as in 
http://courseweb.unt.edu/gjones/museum/overview. He  is working 
with a number of doctoral students on articles that he hopes will be 
included in an upcoming special journal related to mobile devices and 
their impact on distributed learning. He and Dr. Scott Warren are 
scheduled for an invited round table presentation on Virtual Gaming 
in Alternate Realities during ARVEL SIG at the American Educational 
Research Association conference. He also will be very busy this year at 
ISTE with presentations and other activities, and will chair a special 
panel session entitled “Impacting Classroom Education Today with 
Learning Technologies.” Drs. Norris, Knezek, Tyler-Wood and Warren 
will be speaking during the session and will be highlighting research 
from the department.
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Regents Professor Gerald Knezek ‘s third 
Fulbright visit to the Netherlands in May 2012 
featured a design research symposium sponsored 
by the University of Twente and involved additional 
faculty and students from the University of North 
Texas. Dr. Mike Spector, LT Department chair, was 
one of the keynote speakers at the event. Dr. Knezek 
was awarded a Fulbright Senior Specialist appointment 
to the University of Twente, Netherlands, to carry out 
collaborative research and writing and to conduct three 

two-week seminars during the 2011-2012 school year. 
Th e collaborative research is an extension of the work 
begun with European colleagues while serving as co-
chair of the International Summit on ICT in Education 
at UNESCO, Paris, in June 2011. Th e three seminars 
are for doctoral candidates and junior faculty in the areas 
of psychometric instrumentation, scaling methods and 
research symposium presentation design. Dr. Knezek 
previously served as a Fulbright Scholar to Japan in 1993-
94 and a Fulbright Specialist Educator during 2006-07.
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Dr. Lin Lin presented five papers at the Society for 
Information Technology & Teacher Education (SITE) 
conference in Austin, TX during March 2012, an 
organization which she also serves as chair of the 
Distance/Flexible Education Special Interest Group. 
She presented another three papers at the American 
Educational Research Association (AEA) conference in 
Vancouver in April 2012. Recently, she was elected to a 
three-year term as chair-elect of the AERA Instructional 
Technology Special Interest Group. Additionally, she 
has been coordinating exchange and collaboration efforts 
between UNT and Hangzhou Normal University with 
support from the Learning Technologies Department and 
College of Information. 

Drs. Cathie Norris and Elliot Soloway of the 
University of Michigan published an article titled “The 
Opportunity to Change Education Is, Literally, at Hand” 
in the March issue of Educational Technology.

Dr. Mike Spector, the new Learning Technologies 
Department chair (p. 13), was named Author of the 
Month by Routledge Education News in January 2012. 
Dr. Spector is the author of Foundations of Educational 
Technology and co-editor of the third and fourth 
editions of the Handbook of Research on Educational 
Communications and Technology. He has been named the 
New Initiative Chair for the IEEE Technical Committee 
on Learning Technology.

Dr. Tandra Tyler-Wood is working with David 
Gibson on additional funding for simSchool (p. 16) from 
Educause, a nonprofit organization whose mission is to 
advance higher education by promoting the intelligent 
use of information technology. She is working on two 
transmedia books for children. Tamika Loves Purple is 
about a kindergarten child who loves everything purple 
and runs into some difficulties attempting to change 
everything in the environment to purple. She is using 
the 3D printer to teach shapes and colors. The second 
story, for middle school students, concerns a farmer whose 
farm is about to go under due to drought. Using digital 
fabrication, the farmer designs a grey water retention 
vessel and a desalination unit. 

Drs. Jerry Wircenski and Michelle Wircenski have 
each received a $300,000 grant funded by the Carl Perkins 
Vocational Technical Education Act, U.S. Department 
of Education though the Texas Education Agency. 
The grants are for the Career and Technical Education 
Cluster, Dr. Michelle’s for information technology and 
arts, A/V technology and communications, Dr. Jerry’s for 

government and public administration, health science, law, 
public safety, corrections and security. 

Lynne Cox (LT Ph.D. ’10), curriculum coordinator—
Arts, A/V Technology & Communication Cluster, 
Learning Technologies Department, has been named an 
Association for Educational Communication Technology 
(ACTE) National Leadership Fellow. She, one of seven 
people selected from across the nation to participate in 
this program, attended the association’s annual national 
policy seminar in March 2012. 

COI welcomes Hannah Hollingsworth as the new 
External Affairs Director. She received her B.A. at the 
University of Central Arkansas and her M.S. at Arkansas 
State University, replacing Jurhee Curtis who has retired 
from the position and is now working part time in Alumni 
Affairs. 

Dr. Mike Spector has hired Gloria Natividad to serve as 
his assistant editor for the journal Educational Technology 
Research & Development. Gloria, a Ph.D. student in the 
ATPI program, holds an M.S. in ATTD from UNT and 
a B.A. in Modern Languages from Texas A&M. Before 
entering the doctoral program, she was staff development 
coordinator for the Academic Development Department of 
the Technological Institute of Higher Education of Saltillo, 
Mexico. Her languages include Spanish, English, Italian and 
French. 

JR Rocha, who has been with External Affairs since 2010, 
has been chosen as a recipient for the 2012 Outstanding 
Student Employee Award, presented in April at the UNT 
Union during the Student Employee Appreciation Party. He 
received a plaque and a $100 award.

Charlotte Thomas (LIS M.S. ’06), who has been serving 
as web institute coordinator, has a new position at Munsch 
Hardt Kopf & Harr Law Firm. 

Staff
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Interdisciplinary Information Science Ph.D. awards so far in 2012 and their 
dissertation titles are: Shelli Sharber, “Blogging and Tweens: Communication Portal to 
Reading Selection and Engagement; Sara Oyarce, “In Pursuit of Image: How We Th ink About 
Photography We Seek;” Elena Vassilieva, “Web Content Authorship: Academic Librarians in 
Web Content Management;” Jodi Philbrick (Ph.D. ’12), “A Study of the Competencies Needed 
of Entry-level Academic Health Sciences Librarians;” Xuequn (Della) Pan (Ph.D. ’12), “Th e 
Roles of Tasks in the Internet Health Information Searching of Chinese Graduate Students.”

Student News

Elena Vassilieva pictured with Dr. Miksa

A group of LIS SWIM cohort students 
published an article based on a SLIS 5000 
paper from Dr. Phil Turner’s class titled 
“Marketing and Promotion of Library 
Services Using Web 2.0: An Annotated 
Mediagraph” in Idaho Librarian 61(1), 
http://www.idaholibraries.org/idlibrarian/
index .php/idaho - l ibrar ian/art ic le/
view/72/185/. Students included: Th omas 
Ivie, Beverly McKay, Fiona May, Jill Mitchell, 
Holly Mortimer and Lizzy Walker. The 
article was cited in “Web Based Services to 
Bioinformaticians: Challenges for Librarians” 
in World Information Congress: 77th IFLA 
General Conference and Assembly, http://
conference.ifl a.org/past/ifl a77/111-nagarkar-
en.pdf/  

Zoe Dellinger, a student in the Virginia 
Cohort, is the 2012 recipient of the Virginia 
Library Association Paraprofessional Clara 
Stanley Scholarship. Currently, Zoe works as 
the circulation supervisor at the Shenandoah 
County Library. As she stated, “Libraries in 
small, rural communities such as ours have 
few other institutions that provide after school 
programs, teen activities, arts enrichment, 
entertainment and lifelong learning. Our 
library is essential to the economic, social and 
cultural well-being of our community.” She 
is proud to be making a contribution to her 
community.

Angel Durr received a write-up about her 
research in an article titled “Student Research” 
in the spring 2012 issue of UNT Research. 
Th e article reported that she presented the 
results of her research at the 2011 Texas 
Library Association (TLA) conference on 
“why ethnic minorities, especially African 
Americans, remain as paraprofessionals instead 
of pursuing graduate work in library science.” 
Paraprofessionals often do the same work 
as entry-level professionals, but for less pay. 
Angel also won a TLA Black Caucus student 
scholarship. She plans to graduate in May 
2012 and pursue a doctorate in information 
science from UNT.

Ligia Groff, a student in the Houston 
Program, is the recipient of the Medical 
Library Association’s Minority Scholarship 
for 2012-13. 

Shirley Hoelscher received a grant of 
$1,250 to purchase graphic novels for her 
library to help get reluctant readers to read. 
She and Christopher Davis wrote the grand 
application as a class assignment in Dr. Barbara 
Martin’s SLIS 5345 class last year. Shirley is a 
librarian at Jeff erson Elementary School. 

Thomas Ivie, a student in the SWIM 
program, has been named editor of The 
Idaho Librarian, the official, semi-annual 
publication of the Idaho Library Association. 
He also became an ex-offi  cio member of the 

Executive Board. Th e spring issue will include 
numerous feature articles, bibliographies and 
book reviews by several SWIM students. One 
student’s article will be peer reviewed and will 
become the second peer reviewed article to 
appear in the publication.  

kYmberly Keeton, a student in the 
Houston program, has been elected to the 
Executive Board of the Black Caucus of the 
American Library Association for a 2012-14 
term. 

Jodi Philbrick (Ph.D. ’12) presented 
papers at the South Central Chapter of the 
Medical Library Association with Dr. Ana 
Cleveland and Xuequn (Della) Pan (Ph.D. 
’12). In January 2012, she was featured in 
the member spotlight of the MLA News and 
presented research a poster at the Association 
for Library and Information Science Education 
on her dissertation research (see Ph.D. 
award above). She continues her work in the 
Medical Library Association serving as chair 
of the Medical Library Education Section, as 
a member of Section Council and in planning 
programming for MLA 2013, an international 
meeting to be held in Boston. She also served 
on the Janet Doe Lecture jury. At the MLA 
2012 meeting, she and Dr. Cleveland received 
a special invitation from the association’s 
president to attend a reception to discuss the 
MLA Academy of Teaching Excellence.
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Beta Phi Mu, the international library and information science 
honor society, extended invitations to 65 students through fall 
2011- spring 2012. Drs. Yunfei Du and Janet Hilbun serve as 
co-advisors to the chapter. 
 The Department of Learning Technologies granted 41 
Bachelor’s, two Master’s and three Ph.D. degrees at the 2011 fall 
commencement. 
 The Department of Library & Information Sciences 
granted 157 master’s and two Ph.D.’s degrees at the fall 2011 
commencement. 
 For a full listing of graduates and honors students see page 28

Dellinger, Durr, Groff, Hoetscher, Ivie, Keeton, Philbrick
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providing additional mentoring for Mary 
over the past year that was integral in her 
completion this spring.”

Two additional students successfully defended 
their dissertations in Applied Technology and 
Performance Improvement: David Bonner, 
A Study of the Technological, Instructional 
and Motivational Factors Affecting PHR 
certification; Brian Ahn, Perceived Attitude 
of Satisfied Students in 100% online courses 
in the Department of Learning Technologies 
at the University of North Texas.

Sita Periathiuvadi, Learning Technologies 
doctoral student, presented three papers at 
the National Association for Gifted Children 
(NAGC) annual conference in New Orleans 
on November 2, 2011. The papers were titled: 
“Learn to Diigo: Teachers as Researchers and 
Collaborators,” “Research on Technology 
and Gifted Education,” and “Role of Social 
Support and School Climate on STEM 
Perceptions of Gifted College Students.” The 
latter paper was a doctoral-level competition 
for which she won the third prize. 

Jenny Wakefield, Ph.D. Learner in the 
ECMP program, published an article titled 
“Learning and Teaching as Communicative 
Actions: A Mixed-Methods Twitter Study” 
in International Journal of Knowledge & 
E-Learning, December 2011 issue. The 
paper examines the design of a course that 
utilizes the real-time information network 
Twitter.com to spark reflective thinking and 
communication based on classroom topics.

Krishna Shenoy is the librarian/archivist 
for the Reading Room at the Sixth Floor 
Museum at Dealey Plaza in Dallas, TX that 
provides access to more than 4,000 books, 
magazines, newspapers and videos covering 
topics ranging from President Kennedy’s 
life and legacy to conspiracy theories to pop 
culture. She first joined the Reading Room in 
2010 as a library-intern volunteer. Krishna, 
who plans to graduate in December 2012, 
lives in Grapevine, TX with her husband 
and two sons. 

Jesse Tedpahogo, a student in the 
LEAP program, wrote an excellent article 
for guampdn.com about the closure of some 
village libraries in the Guam Public Library 
System. .  

Julia Wright will be making a presentation 
at the American Library Association 
conference this summer. She will serve as an 
intern with ALA Committee on Archives, 
Libraries and Museums during the coming 
year. Julia was recently hired as an intern with 
Mary Kay, Inc. in Addison., TX.

Kailash Gupta, a doctoral student, 
has been honored for the third year in 
succession. This year ’s honor was in 
the category of Nationally Competitive 
Scholarships, Internships and Distinguished 
Appointments for his participation in the 
Information Systems for Crisis Response and 
Management (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
ISCRAM) Summer School: Humanitarian 
Information Management, Haiti Experience 
at Tilburg, the Netherlands. In 2011, he 
was honored for winning the International 
Emergency Management Society (TIEMS.): 

Best Practice Paper Award. In 2010, his 
honor was for RAPID Haiti Grant (in 
collaboration with Dr. David McEntire and 
Dr. Abdul-Akeem Sadiq); Quick Response 
Research Grants, Natural Hazards Center; 
TIEMS-Rohrmann Student Scholarship; 
and First Prize Essay, UNT Chapter of the 
American Society of Public Administration. 

Tai-yi (Fisher) Huang, a student in the 
ATPI program, along with others, published 
an article titled “Segmented Taiwanese 
Travelers on Cruises in North America: 
Comparing the Involvement and Cluster 
Approach” in Journal of China Tourism 
Research, Vol. 8, No. 1, 2012. 

Dr. Greg Jones congratulated two of his 
doctoral students for successfully defending 
their dissertations this spring: Dr. Adriana 
D’Alba defended her dissertation entitled 
Analyzing Visitor’s Discourse, Attitudes, 
Perceptions and Knowledge Acquisition in 
an Art Museum Tour through a 3D Virtual 
Environment. “Adriana came to UNT to 
specifically study with me about virtual 
environment related to her specific interest of 
museum education. It has been a joy to work 
with her over the past number of years and 
see her become an academic and prepare to 
leave UNT for that first position.” 

Dr. Mary Dziorny defended her 
dissertation entitled Online Course Design 
Elements to Better Meet the Academic 
Needs of Students with Dyslexia in Higher 
Education. “Mary has worked hard and 
persevered over many obstacles and I am 
proud that she has completed her journey. I 
want to specially thank Dr. Bill Elieson for 

Wakefield, D’Alba, Hyang, Shenoy, Wright
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J a m e s  M a r c u m 
( L I S  M . S .  ’ 9 1 ) , 
after 18 years in 
academic  l ibrary 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
and a single year of 
retirement, accepted 
an appointment as 

Professor and Chair/Director at Queens 
College, Graduate School of Library and 
Information Studies, CUNY in August 
2011. James began his library career at 
Centenary College, Louisiana and ended 
at Fairleigh Dickinson University, New 
Jersey. He also directed the library at a 
branch of the University of Texas system, 
University of Texas Permian Basin. At an 
earlier period of time, he spent some 15 
years teaching at the college and university 

level and 10 years in business, including 
ownership of two auto dealerships. 
 Dr. Marcum has published widely, 
including numerous articles in such 
journals as College and Research Libraries, 
College and Undergraduate Libraries, 
Journal of Academic Librarianship and a 
monograph titled After the Information 
Age: A Dynamic Learning Manifesto 
(Peter Lang, Counterpoints: Studies in the 
Postmodern Theory of Education, 2006). 
He received the B.A. and M.A. degrees 
from Texas A&I (now Texas A&M-
Kingsville), in psychology and history, 
M.P.A. in public administration from the 
University of Oklahoma, and the Ph.D.  
in history and Russian studies from the 
University of North Carolina. 

James W. Marcum Accepts Directorship TLA Selects Eight Alumni for 
Leadership Development Institute

Texas Library Association’s annual Leadership 
Development Institute will include eight LIS 
graduates for the 2012 program, the largest 
number selected from any other library 
school this year. Twenty-three individuals will 
gather at the Montserrat Retreat Center in 
Lake Dallas on June 10-13 to study advanced 
topics in leadership and management such 
as strategic planning, conflict negotiation, 
advocacy and coaching. Th e instructors include 
ALA President Maureen Sullivan, who also 
teaches at the Harvard Leadership Institute; 
Jack Siggins, University Librarian, George 
Washington University; and six top leaders 
from across the Texas library community, which 

TWO LIS ALUMNI NAMED LIBRARY JOURNAL’S 2012

For the past 11 years, Library Journal has named as Movers and Shakers a group of leaders 

in the library field who are innovative, creative, and doing extraordinary work to serve their 

users and move libraries of all types forward. Those honored are selected from nominations 

made by colleagues, friends, bosses, and advocates. Over the years, ten LIS alums have been 

selected. The two honorees this year are Mark Phillips and Cheryl Rowan.

Over the years, ten UNT alumni have 
been named Movers and Shakers.

Mark Phillips (M.S. ’04), UNT Libraries 
Assistant Dean for Digital Libraries, has a 
number of interests. He and his girlfriend 
hike and kayak, he plays bass in the Arkansas 
Fort Smith Symphony and he is an avid 
photographer with extensive online galleries of 
work. One of his projects is to photograph each 
of the 254 Texas court houses, as well as those 
in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
 In his library position, Mark is an 
accomplished system architect. He has 
redesigned and rebuilt UNT’s digital library 
(http://digital.library.unt.edu), a vast 
repository of collections from various UNT 
libraries, schools and departments, as well as 
the sprawling Portal of Texas History (http://
texashistory.unt.edu), a site that currently 
holds 60,211 items and 3.7 million fi les that 
continues to grow from a host of contributors. 
Th e Portal began with an IMLS $1 million 
grant in 2008, with $800,000 added in 2011. 
Additionally, UNT adds funding every year.

 Cheryl Rowan (M.S. ’09), Public 
Health Coordinator, National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine, South Central Region, 
Texas Medical Center Library, Houston, 
provides teaching innovative outreach 
for doctors and public health workers in 
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Louisiana, Arkansas 
and Texas. Her newest ongoing class is called 
“From Beyond Our Borders: Providing 
Health Information to Refugee Populations.” 
Two popular tutorials are “Promoting Health 
Literacy Th rough Easy-to-Read Materials,” 
and “Health Statistics on the Web: It’s as Easy 
as 1,2,3.” Guiding public health workers to 
exciting internet options plays a key role in 
Cheryl’s instruction. “My view is to continue 
to inform the public heath force about these 
wonderful resources and to empower them 
to feel they have these resources to off er their 
clients,” she said. Cheryl also is coordinator of 
the NNLM SCR’s Health Disparities Task 
Force. She reported that “instead of going into 

MOVERS AND SHAKERS

an underserved community and providing 
traditional training on health resources, she 
specifi cally asks the population what they 
need.”  
  During its 11 year history, LJ has named 
20 Texans as Movers and Shakers, 10 of the 
20 are LIS graduates. Th ose receiving the 
honor in the past include: Cathy Hartman 
(M.S. ’91) and Corinne Hill (M.S. ’95) in 
2004; Miriam Rodriguez (M.S. ’97), Kim 
Charlson (M.S. ’84) and Michael Stephens 
(Ph.D. ’07) in 2005; Charles Pace (M.S. ’90) 
in 2005, and Melissa Rethlefsen (M.S. ’04) 
and Maureen Anbrosino (M.S. ‘01) in 2009.

alumni news
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Th ree new members of the College Alumni 
Society Board are: Barbara Mitchell (LIS 
M.S. ’08), Angie Rackler (LT Ph.D. ’12) and 
Vicki Read (LIS M.S. ’06). 
 Barbara Mitchell (LIS M.S. ‘08), 
who represents the Houston area, came 
into librarianship after successful careers 
in architectural interior design and as 
an Anglian (Episcopalian) parish priest 
in Canada, the United States and New 
Zealand. These previous careers formed 
her commitment to customer service. Th ey 
also provided training for the graphic library 
marketing techniques she uses and her 
commitment to the creation of a library as a 
beautiful space conducive to the enjoyment 
of information. She works at the Tomball 
branch of Harris County Public Library, 
one of two Houston area branches that 
share space and services with a Lone Star 
Community College academic library. She 
performs reference and reader advisory, 
marketing and outreach to the Tomball Art 
League and the business community.
 Angie Rackler (LT Ph.D. ‘12), who 
represents the ATPI program, works for 

will include TLA President Sherlyn Bird (LIS 
M.L.S. ’70), Texas Woman’s University library 
director, and Dr. Yvonne Chandler, COI faculty 
member, TLA president-elect.  
 Th ose selected, who will become known 
as TALL Texans on completing the intensive 
training program, include: Monica Garza 
Bustillo (LIS M.S. ’09), San Antonio Public 
Library – Guerra Branch; Abby Harrison 
(certificate ’05), Creekview High School 
Library, Carrollton; Donna Kearley (M.S. 
‘97), Denton ISD; Vrena Patrick (M.S. ’07), 
Richardson Public Library; Mike Pullin (M.S. 
’98), UNT Health Science Center, Fort Worth; 
Heather Scalf (M.S. ’05), University of Texas 
at Arlington; Lucy Towle (M.S. ‘06), Baker 
Elementary School, McKinney ISD; and 
Jennifer Tucker (M.S. ’06), Southlake Public 
Library.
  More information about the program may 
be found on the TLA website at http://www.
txla.org/Texas-accelerated-library-leaders/ 

Cecilia Hurt Barham (M.S. ‘00) and Abby Dozier (M.S. ‘11) are to be congratulated. Th eir 
library, the Decatur (TX) Public Library, was named a fi nalist (one of only two) for the Library 
Journal/Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Best Small Library in America. Th e award was 
created in 2005 to encourage and showcase the exemplary work of libraries serving populations 
under 25,000. To qualify for consideration of the award, libraries must demonstrate several 
capabilities, including creativity in developing services, innovation in technology, demonstrated 
community support and patron education services. Cecilia is library director and Abby serves 
as youth services manager. Cecilia was the April 2012 “TLA Member of the Month.” 
 Martha Hughes (B.A. ’44), who is 90 years old, is shown (third from left) in the photograph 
of the library board accepting the award. She received a B.S. in library services from UNT 
in 1944. She was one of the founding members of the Decatur community who started the 
Decatur Public Library in 1970. When the library fi rst opened, she served volunteer as the fi rst 
librarian. She has served continuously on the library board since 1969 and currently volunteers 
at the library each week. In 2007, Martha was awarded the President’s Call to Service award 
in recognition of her 38 years of volunteer service at the Decatur Public Library. 

DECATUR (TX) PUBLIC LIBRARY RECEIVES GATES HONOR

alumni society board
McAfee Securities, a division of Intel. Prior to completing her 
degree, she worked in the training and development division as a 
technical trainer and also as a coursework developer. Shortly after 
completing the degree, she moved into a new role as a global learning 
consultant responsible for the training activities of the consumer 
sales division across the company’s geographical area. In the new 
role, she has a much broader scope of responsibility and visibility. 
Within the past year, she has been able to conduct a global needs 
analysis and launch a new sales on-boarding program.
 Vicki Read (LIS M.S. ’06), who represents the Nevada cohort, 
is head of patron services at Merrill-Cazier Library, Utah State 
University Libraries, Logan, UT. She, with C. Adams. and T. Hugie, 
presented “New Building: New Applications and Innovations” at the 
CODI Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct, 2006. She has served 
as editor of Marginalia; Friends of Utah State University Newsletter 
since 1999. She, with J. Duncan and A. Hathaway, was exhibit 
curator of Ka-Pow: Graphic Novels, October-November 2011, and 
with K. Schockmel, exhibit co-curator of Lighting a Match: Banned 
Book Week, September-December 2010. In her spare time, Vicki 
can be found outside in her myriad gardens or taking care of her 
menagerie of animals. A consummate Luddite when the sun goes 
down, she fi nds a comfy chair and curls up with a good book. 
 Other board members include: Becho Arnold (LIS M.S. ’06), 
director, Weslaco (TX) Public Library; Angie Blank (LT CESC 
’07), coordinator of graduate information systems at UNT; 
Carolyn Bogardus (LIS M.S. ’07), director, Oxford Public Library, 

NEW MEMBERS
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Th e Department of Learning Technologies 
Alumni Spring Fling took place in the Agora 
meeting space at Discovery Park on May 4, 
2012, with some 50 in attendance. Th is is the 
fi rst LT alumni event since the department 
was formed four years ago. The event 
provided an opportunity for alumni to meet 
the new LT chair, professor Mike Spector 
(p.13). Other LT faculty who participated 
were professors Gerald Knezek, Kim Nimon, 
Greg Jones, Scott Warren,  Jeff  Allen, Tandra 

DR. HOLLY HUTCHINS RECEIVES EARLY SCHOLARS AWARD
Dr. Holly Hutchins (LT Ph.D. in 
Applied Technology, Training & 
Development ’04), who is an associate 
professor of Human Resource 
Development at the University of 
Houston, received the Early Scholars 
Award at the Society for Information 
Technology and Teacher Education 
conference in March 2012. The 
award is given to an outstanding 

scholar in the early stages of his/her career who has made identifi able 
and signifi cant contributions to scholarly research in human resource. 
 Dr. Hutchins’s primary research areas are in training transfer, 
organizational crisis management and e-Learning design. Her 
publications in these areas have appeared in several national and 

LT ALUMNI SPRING FLING

international journals, notably Human Resource Development Quarterly, 
Performance Improvement Quarterly, Human Resource Management, 
and International Journal of Training and Development. One of her 
articles on e-Learning design was selected as one of the 2009 Highly 
Commended articles in the Journal of Workplace Learning. 
 Dr. Hutchins is also active in grant funding having served as a co-
Principle Investigator on a National Science Foundation grant examining 
learning outcomes from a mechanical engineering “smart platform” 
teaching tool. She has been recognized for teaching practice, having won 
the College of Technology Fluor Award for Teaching in 2008 and the 
2009 University of Houston’s Teaching Excellence Award. Her training 
design and consulting work includes working with the Houston Texans, 
Emanuel Synagogue, Exxon Mobil, Key Energy Services, Neiman 
Marcus Corporation and Waste Management. She lives in Sugarland, 
TX with her partner, Brandy, and two daughters, Avery and Charlotte.

alumni updates‘70s
Theodore Albrecht (M.L.S. ’73; Ph.D. 
in Musicology ‘75) received the Kent State 
University’s Distinguished Scholar Award (largely 
due, he said, to his Beethoven research and 
publications) in April 2011 and the University 
Teaching Council’s “Graduate Applause” Award in 
October 2011. He reports that he is completing 
his 20th year on the faculty of the School of Music 
at Kent State University and that he has been a 

member of the schools’ Library Committee for 
most of that time, usually as chair. He and his 
wife, Carol, who teaches at the University of Idaho, 
spend six weeks in Vienna each summer (staying in 
the same simple room in the same inexpensive bed-
and-breakfast owned by the Austrian Teachers 
Society) working in a wide variety of libraries and 
archives. In December 2010, he was interviewed 
about his work and the materials he uses for a 

feature story on the Vienna City and Regional 
Archives, which was then aired on one of the cable 
TV channels over a period of six weeks.

 Tom Green County Stephens Central 
Library, where Larry Justiss (B.A. ‘72) serves 
as director, was named as winner in the Best 
Renovation/Rehabilitation category of the 2011 
Texas Downtown Association (TDA) President’s 

Oxford, PA; Kristen Burgess (LIS M.S. 
’10), Associate Fellow, National Library 
of Medicine; Gayle Byerly (LIS M.S. ’99), 
UNT Libraries instruction coordinator; 
Alaina Doyle (LT B.A.A.S. ’08), training 
director in default home lending, JP Morgan 
Chase ; Kathleen Edwards (LIS M.S. ’06), 
retired; Megan Hodge (LIS M.S. ’10), 
assistant branch manager, Chesterfi eld (VA) 
Public Library System; Michele Lucero 
(LIS M.S. ’04, UNT M.B.A. ‘08), Director 
of Business Development and Recruiting 
(LAC Group), UNT local coordinator 
for CA Cohort; Tera McAmis (LIS M.S. 
’09), manager of operations, Del City (OK) 
Metropolitan Library System; Carolyn 
Peterson (LIS M.S. ’99), director, LRC, 
Odessa College; Mary Jo Venetis (Ph.D.  
’08), director, Academic Catalogs, University 
of Texas at Dallas.

Send your updates to ci-alumni@unt.edu

Tyler-Wood, Demetria Ennis-Cole, Jerry and 
Mickey Wircenski. A large endowment from 
Peggy Rouh and her husband in honor of 
Jerry and Mickey Wircenski was announced 
at the event. Each alumnus was asked to 
share a few of their experiences in LT and 
about their subsequent careers. Th e alumni 
stories were the highlight of the afternoon. 
Dr. Spector plans to hold an alumni-centered 
event every spring since this one proved to be 
so rewarding and enriching on many levels.
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Peter Cortez (M.S. ’00) was the November 
2011 TLA Member of the Month. He has served 
as a staff member at University of Texas—Pan 
American since 2000, first as head of reference 
and, since 2002, as acquisition librarian.

Steve Reams (Ph.D. ’02) has been appointed 
dean of the College of Business at A’Sharqiyah 
University, Muscat, Oman. Steve, a retired tenured 
professor for the Texas Tech University System, is 
an educational consultant and has lived and taught 
abroad since 2009. He was a Fulbright Scholar in 
2006-07. His research area is the environmental 
impact on society and global information 
interchange. 

Vivian Cisneros (M.S. ’04) became a National 
Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) in Library 
Media in December 2011. She is looking forward 
to the move into her library’s brand new space at 
Castle School District, OK in fall 2012.

Award Program. Judges thought the renovation 
transformed the former department store into 
a wonderful asset for downtown that welcomes 
visitors. The library has an average of 1,500 visitors 
each day. 

The College and University Library Division of 
TLA has honored Melody Kelly (M.L.S. ‘73), 
UNT Emeritus Associate Librarian, by creating 
the Melody Kelly CULD Support Staff Stipend 
for attending the TLA Conference.

Dr. Robert Martin (M.L.S. ‘79) and Lesley 
Boughton, Wyoming State Librarian since 
1999, presented a session at the Texas Library 
Association conference in April 2012 titled 
“Tapping Local Power: Leadership in Small and 
Rural Libraries.” 

‘80s
Lisa Blackwell (M.S. ’87) is serving as Off-
Campus Librarian at Tarleton State University, 
Stephenville, TX. She is the main librarian for 
Texan Hill and M.L.S. Library, both in Fort 
Worth. Lisa recently completed a Master of 
Education in Counseling at Tarleton and has 
passed the exam to become a Licensed Professional 
Counselor. 

David Mash (M.S. ’87), has been appointed to 
serve as interim vice-president for academic affairs 
at Lander University in Greenwood, SC.

Virginia Rey (M.S. ’89), coordinator of library 
media centers (some 57 libraries), Ysleta ISD, El 
Paso, TX received the 2012 Border Librarian of 

‘90s
Library Larry’s Big Day is a children’s program 
written, produce and marketed by the City of 
Denton. Kerol Harrod (M.S. ’98) and Wylaina 
Hildreth (M.S. ’03) of the Denton Public Library 
staff are involved in its production. The City’s 
YouTube shows new episodes and reruns of the 
show, a popular children’s program and a favorite 
with school children and judges. The stars of the 
show are three puppets who “live” in the library, 
Library Larry, a good old Texas bull, Emma Lou 
Dickenson, a word-loving pig, and Mr. Chompers, 
a madcap and fun-loving hippo. The show has 
won three awards in the past two years: 2010, 1st 
place in a statewide programming contest by Texas 

Association of Telecommunication Officers and 
Advisors in the special audiences category; 2011, the 
Margaret Irby Nichols (LIS Emeritus Professor 
and Editor, Call Number) Award from the North 
Texas Library Partner’s (formerly NTRLS); and 
2011, Branding Iron PR Award in the Speechwriting 
category from the Texas Library Association.  

Priscilla Shontz (M.S. ’93) spoke about 
“Improving Your Odds: What You Can Do While 
You’re in School” at the Houston All-School Day 
program on April 21, 2012. Her newest book What 
Do Employers Want?: A Guide for Library Science 
Students,” coauthored with Richard Murray, was 
published by Libraries Unlimited on May 28, 2012.

Chris Shaffer (M.S. ’94), OHSU Library, Oregon 
Health & Science University, was elected to the 
Medical Libraries Association Board of Directors 
for the 2012-2015 term. 

Corinne Hill (M.S. ’95) began her directorship of 
the Chattanooga (TN) Public Library on March 1, 
2012. She was formerly interim director of Dallas 
Public Libraries.

Susan Khoury (M.S. ’99) has retired from the 
UNT Educational Psychology Department as 
Administrative Coordinator

‘00s

Martin Wallace (M.S. ’05) is now an academic 
librarian at the University of Maine where 
he serves as subject liaison for the College of 
Engineering. He also is the U.S. Patents and 
Trademarks depository librarian for the state of 
Maine. His most recent accomplishment is a book 
that he coedited with two other librarians titled 
Generation X Librarians: Essays on Leadership, 
Technology, Pop Culture, Social Responsibility 
and Professional Identity. He also reports that he 
is pursuing a second masters at the University of 
Maine in information systems, which he hopes 
to complete in the next year. His biggest news, 
however, is the birth of his daughter Coral Anne, 
on August 19, 2011. She was born in the Backseat 
of their Subaru Outback en route to the hospital, 
“and I delivered her with my own two hands!” he 
said. 

Amelia Chau (M.S. ‘06) is now an electronic 
services librarian at Helen Hall Library, League 
City, TX.

Amy Eklund (M.S. ’06) was recently promoted 
to the position of Director of Library Technical 
Services at Georgia Perimeter College. She also 
is chairing the newly formed Research Working 
Group of the Georgia Library Association’s 
Technical Service Interest Group and is serving 
her final term as ACRL Chapter’s Council 
Representative for the GLA Academic Library 
Division. 

1

2

3 5

4



02 features / 05 college / 09 departm
ents/ 17 faculty/ 20 staff  / 21 students  / A

LU
M

N
I / 29 advancem

ent
call num

b
e

r | w
w

w
.co

i.unt.e
d

u | sp
ring

 2012

27

call num
b

e
r | w

w
w

.co
i.unt.e

d
u | sp

ring
 2012

Catherine Whitney (M.S. ’06), a past member 
of the College of Information Alumni Society 
Board, has a new position as research librarian at 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP in Houston.

Carolyn Bogardus (M.S. ’07), current Alumni 
Society President and former director of the Port 
Isabel (TX) Public Library, is now director of the 
Oxford Public Library, Oxford, PA. Her library is 
a member of a federated system, Chester County 
Library System. Oxford Public while part of the 
Borough of Oxford is run by a Board of Trustees 
and receives funding from the State Library, the 
county, and several local townships. She reports 
that her staff  of 12 has welcomed her with open 
arms and has been so supportive and helpful. 

Patrina Epperson (M.S. 09) has a new 
position as circulation librarian at Texas Southern 
University, Th urgood Marshall School of Law 
Library. 

‘10s

photographs, “A Vision to See a Treasured Past” 
and “Solitary Sentinel,” were recently acquired by the 
City of Denton as part of the Public Art Committee’s 
Poet Laureate Project featuring the poems of Karla 
K. Morton, 2010 Texas Poet Laureate and Denton 
resident, and the work of more than 20 Denton 
County visual artists. Th e art works will be exhibited 
next spring when the book, now in production, is 
released. 

Maruja Lorica (M.S. ’10), a member of the City 
of Irving (TX) Public Library Board of Directors 
since 2009, has been reappointed for an additional 
two year term. In January 2012, Maruja turned over 
a $2,500 Award Certificate to the Irving Public 
Library to help fund the renewal of the Mango 
Languages online database.  She won the funds 
from Mango Languages during the 2012 American 
Library Association Midwinter Conference held in 
Dallas, January 17-22.

Huong Mai Nguyen (M.S. ‘10) has a new 
position as cataloger I for the Fort Bend County 
(TX) Public Library.

Joanna Shaw (Ph.D. , 2010) recently accepted 
a tenure track faculty position at Tarleton State 
University as an Assistant Professor in the 
Management, Marketing and Administrative 
Systems Department within the College of Business. 
She is teaching management, human resource 
management and general business classes for both 
graduate and undergraduate classes. Joanna stated 
that she “truly loves teaching and feels blessed to be 
able to do what I love. I am passionate about our 
students and incorporating technology as well as 
real-world experiences within my classroom.” Her 
research areas include blended learning, generational 
cohorts and human resource management. In her 
fi rst year since graduation, she has presented at two 
conferences, one on semiotic marketing and how 
consumers react to this type of marketing and one 
on blended learning. 

Langston Bates (M.S. ‘11) was appointed 
librarian for the Purdue University Black Cultural 
Center in September 2011. He earned his Bachelor’s 
degree in music composition from the University 
of Oklahoma and a master’s degree in music 
production from the University of Miami. Before 
coming to Purdue, he worked as a library assistant 
at the Melvin B. Tolson Black Heritage Center at 

Langston University. His research interests include 
information literacy, American popular music 
and culture, and contemporary global folk music. 
Langston is a hip-hop composer and producer 
who has created works for local MCs, symphony 
orchestras, gospel choirs, and electronic synthesizers.

Ann Blackman (M.S. ’11) has a new position as 
Coordinator at eCollin Learning Centers. 

Billy Hoya (M.S. ‘11) is now a systems librarian for 
the University of Houston Downtown.    

Charissa Jefferson (M.S. ‘11) who started 
working part-time as an archivist for the Milken 
Family Foundation, Los Angeles, in their archives, 
has since been promoted to full-time research 
librarian for the Milken Institute. She also consults 
as an archivist for the Milken Archie of American 
Jewish Music. Clarissa is a graduate of the Los 
Angeles program.    

Tuan Nguyen (M.S. ‘11) library sales consultant 
with Mackin Educational Resources, was the Texas 
Library Association March 2012 Member of the 
Month. He began as a library consultant with 
Sagebrush in 2003, a company that was acquired by 
Mackin in 2008. Tuan, along with fellow classmate 
Alice Holston (MS ‘09), who shared his interest 
in graphic novels, and with the support of several 
librarians, helped develop the Maverick Graphic 
Novel Committee for TLA, on which he currently 
serves. He is a member of the College of Information 
Board of Advisors.

Mindy Tomlin (M.S. ‘11) is now a reference 
librarian at University of Texas at Tyler Robert R. 
Muntz Library.

Hong Xu (Ph.D. ‘11), who received the doctorate 
in December 2011, has accepted a position at Texas 
A&M Corpus Christi. 

Lynne Cagle Cox (Ph.D. ’10), Curriculum 
Coordinator, Arts, A/V Technology & Curriculum, 
UNT LT Department, has had a paper accepted  for 
the 2012 American Education Research Association 
Conference, to be held in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Th e paper, titled “Student Characteristics 
and Self-Concept of Secondary CTE Students,” 
is based on her dissertation research. Two of her 
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1)Kelly, 2)Mash, 3) Cortez, 4)Hill, 5) Bates, 6) Eklund, 7) Wallace, 8) Tuan Nygyen, 9) Epperson, 10) Hong Xu, 11) Shaw

We are interested in your accomplishments, and it is 
our pleasure to report them. You can send your news to 
me at nichols2514@verizon.net  and the college alumni 
offi  ce at ci-alumni@unt.edu.
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Th e Department of Library & Information Sciences: 
Master’s degree: Cory Abbott, Marianne Alves, Katie Arp, 

Stephen Arvidson, Renita Barksdale, Lauren Battenfi eld, 

Kristan Berry, Jonathan Boothe, Amanda Brack, Tara 

Brandenburg,  Phanelson Braxton, Elisabeth Brown, Jacob 

Brown, Kathleen Burbidge, Jessica Burch, Jared Burton, 

Lucrecia Camacho,  Yehong Cao, Jennifer Castino, Colette 

Chaff ee, Teri-Lynn Chambers-James, April Cole, Sandra 

Coon, Kimberly Crawford, Christina Cupples, Brianne 

Dalton, Michael David, Henry Di Carlo, Tenille Docampo, 

Laura Dougherty, Samuel Dyal, Yvette Elizondo, Lauren 

Evans, Carolyn Falk, Suzanne Fayle, Daniel Fiorito, Leah 

Flippin, Terri Fresquez, Matthew Galli, Leigh Gardner, 

Natosha Gibbs, Nonya Gloston, Claire Gonzales, Kristina 

Gonzales Zepeda, Andrea Gonzalez, Anna Gonzalez, 

Wendell Gragg, Brennan Grass, Nancy Grey, Douglas 

Hahn, Lindsey Hanlon, Randall Harris, Elizabeth Hensley, 

Racheleah Hester, Heather Hicks, Carolyn Hilyard, Christie 

Hirst, Andrew Hopskotch, Lisa Horan, Megan Horlander, 

Lenny Jaquez, Ralph Jarzombek, Dana Johnson, Melissa 

Johnson,  Stephanie Juarez, Omar Khalid, Rob King , Cherie 

Kofoed, Laura Kraus, Star Kulp, Joan Laderberg,  Korri 

Lake, Emma Lomeli, Matthew Lopez, Jennifer Luckenbill, 

Steven Lynch, Millicent Macharia, Mary Marsh, Crescencio 

Martinez, Karen Matthews, Leann Maxwell, Fiona May, 

Bette McDowell, Katherine McGittigan, Megan McLawhon, 

Mark Middaugh, Bruce Miles, Sarah Mitchell,  Shayna 

Monnens, Amanda Morris, Daniel Mount, Katie Musick, 

Lynn Nguyen, Dax Nichols, Stephanie Noell,  Lavonne 

Ohnheiser Christina, Michelle Olsen, Ruth Osborne, 

Timothy Osteen, Fan Peng, Christina Perez, Allison 

Peterson, Rosaria Putz, Deeba Rehman, Susan Reyna, 

Lesley Roane, Ashley Robertson, Clarence Robertson, 

Heather Robinson, Sherry Schaefer, Carolyn Scott, Laura 

Sech, Warren Shanks, Patricia Shepherd, Leah Shoemaker, 

Marian Silva, Marisa Snyder, Andrea Spencer, Corinne 

Spruill, Erin Steele, Audrey Tate, Tonja Tate, Maria Taylor, 

Zachary Valdes, Sharon Van Muysen, Rayne Vieger, Stacy 

Vincent, William Waggoner, Susan Walter, Laura Waugh, 

Adam Webb,  Michele Whitehead, Connie Wilson, Jennifer 

Wilson, Jeff  Wright.

Interdisciplinary Information Sciences Ph.D.: 
Karen Snow Bartholomai, Hong Xu

Th e Department of Learning Technologies
Bachelor’s : Amy Arnold, Dorothy Arrington, Stephanie 

Baca,  Djorn Bain, Robert Betham, Rosemary Carter, 

Pamela Davis, Pamela Fuentes, Jamaal Fullylove, Patrick 

Funk, Donna Hill, Tammy Hendren, Allison House, Kayti 

Kennedy, Saira Khan, Dainis Krakops, Andrew Lee, Lametra 

Leon, Jaisson Mailloux, Cindy Mann, Robert Meade, Marilyn 

Moff ett, Corrissa Neal, Mark Osborne, Moses Padron, Scott 

Paoli, Rana Radwan, Milton Randolph, Lisa Roy, Angela 

Shannon, Dorothy Smith, Joseph Sours, Jennifer Th omas, 

Rachel Th urman, Christopher Tlanda, Jeff ery Turlington, 

Marcos Valdez, Shannon Watson, Th omas Williams, Rickey 

Wilson.

Master’s:
Ann Blackman, Patrick Johnson

Ph.D.: 
Christopher Bigenho, Jimmy Chillis, Pamela Scott-Bracey

IN MEMORIAM
Rita Louise Gundlach (LIS M.S. ’85), Denison 
TX, January 15, 2012; Cora-Joan Latta (Master’s 
in CECS, ’97), Fort Worth, March 2012; and 
Diane Kellie Martin (LIS M.S. ’86), Garland, 
TX. Others we have learned about are: Carolyn 
Ann Parsons (LT B.A.A.S. ’95), Dorothy May 
(LIS B.A. ’46), Margaret Gibbs (LIS B.A. ’59), 
and Zenita Fowler (LIS B.A. ’82), Garland, 
September 3, 2010, Sondra Ferstl, wife of former 
faculty member Ken Ferstl, July 5, 2012.
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The 1890 Society takes its name from the year 
the University of North Texas was founded. The 
Society’s logo contains the Spirit Bell which is 
closely connected to UNT’s early history.

The Spirit Bell

The Spirit Bell was brought to Denton from Michigan in 1891. It 
was used to signal class changes and evening curfew. In 1906, the 
1,000-pound bell was moved from the old Normal Building to the 
old Auditorium Building because the ringing bell’s vibrations caused 
damage to the masonry of the Normal Building.
 In 1923, the bell was moved to the power plant roof. It continued 
to toll at curfew until students stole the clapper. Although the clapper 
was recovered, enterprising students again entered the locked and 
guarded power plant and cut the clapper out with a hacksaw. President 
William Herschel Bruce called an assembly the next day to announce 
that the nightly curfew warnings would be discontinued.
 In 1961, the Talons, the University’s spirit organization, rescued the 
bell from the sagging power plant roof. They mounted it on a trailer, 
and it was first rung at the game on September 26, 1962. In 1978, 
Talon members drove the bell, welded to a 12 foot trailer, to Austin for 
a football game between the University of North Texas and the Silver 
Spurs of UT. After the game, Austin police stopped the car towing 
the bell as it was leaving Memorial Stadium because the turn signals 
on the trailer were not working. Instead of issuing a ticket, the police 
followed them to a hotel so they could unhitch the trailer.  The Talons 
had no choice but to leave it there, repair it and drive it back the next 
day. Although the trailer was parked sideways with two UNT alumni 
parked on both sides of it, the bell vanished during the night. Days 
later, the bell was found at an Austin intersection chained to a light 
post, painted orange with the UT letters. Talons retrieved the bell and 
discovered several large cracks in the course of cleaning it.
 By 1982, the bell was retired and the Talons fall pledge class of 
1981 had it enshrined in the Union near the One O’clock Lounge, 
where it proudly stands as a symbol of UNT tradition and pride.

The College of Information 1890 Society

Perhaps you have already included UNT in your will 
or estate plan and just need to be included in the 
1890 Society. Or maybe you are ready to find out 
more about planned giving. We are always ready 
to sit down with you and explore the options that 
fit your dreams.

Planned Gifts
The greatest benefit to planned gifts is that anyone can do one! 
Planned gifts can take many forms. These options make it easy to 
find the method of giving that fits your lifestyle, income needs and 
wishes. After you have allowed yourself to dream about how you want 
your gift to be used, then all you have to do is find the right vehicle.

 Bequests-This is the easiest way to do a planned gift. Just name The 
University of North Texas Foundation in your will. We can provide 
you or your attorney with the complete wording.

 Charitable Gift Annuities-These are great instruments for 
providing income now or in retirement. There are many tax advantages 
to Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA). First, they provide an upfront 
tax deduction. Second, the income is for life and will carry some tax 
advantages of its own. The remainder of the annuity passes to UNT 
to fund your desired scholarship or program.
 This is a great way to provide income for yourself or others, and 
support UNT. There have been recent articles in the Wall Street 
Journal and Smart Money on the advantages to adding CGA’s to your 
portfolio.

 Insurance-Many of us have taken out life insurance that was 
designed to help our families in case we were suddenly taken. Once 
the children are gown, the need for that amount of life insurance may 
have diminished. So you can find yourself with a policy that is paid up 
or nearly paid up, that you are thinking about cashing in. That same 
policy can be given to UNT for a tax deduction. Using insurance as all 
or part of a gift can take so many different forms that it is impossible 
to list them all here. 

 Real Estate, Stocks, or Other Hard Assets-There are many ways to 
use these types of assets in estate, retirement or gift planning. These 
gifts can be out right or can be used to produce income. 

For more information about planned giving and the 1890 Society, 
please contact Victoria Martinsen, College of Information, 
development associate, at Victoria.martinsen@unt.edu.

advancement

Kathy Bell
Kenneth and Sondra Ferstl
Melba and L.E. Harvill
Valli Hoski

Penelope and James Lommen
Jeanne and Phillip Murdock
Margaret Irby Nichols
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he iConference, an annual gathering of scholars and researchers concerned with critical 
information issues in contemporary society, will be hosted by UNT College of Information 
February 12-15, 2013 in Fort Worth, Texas. iConference participants advance the boundaries 
of information studies, explore core concepts and ideas, and create new technological and 
conceptual con� gurations-all situated in interdisciplinary discourses.

iConference 2013 is an excellent venue to share your work and collaborate with others who share your 
passion and research interests. This year’s theme is Scholarship in Action: Data • Innovation • Wisdom. 
The 2013 conference will introduce the first Social Media Expo for student teams to explore and showcase 
technological solutions that leverage social media. 

ischools.org/iConference13/2013index facebook.com/IConference
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