
FEDERAL ENERGY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Department of Energy (DOE) 
Federal Energy Management Program 
(FEMP) facilitates the Federal Gov-
ernment’s implementation of sound, 
cost-effective energy management and 
investment practices to enhance the 
nation’s energy security and environ-
mental stewardship. One of FEMP’s 
responsibilities is helping Federal agen-
cies identify efficient products that save 
taxpayer dollars, reduce environmental 
impacts, transform markets, and meet 
Federal acquisition requirements.  

Why Buy Efficient Products?

Federal agencies are required to buy 
efficient products for many reasons, 
including:

Cost Savings: Operating cost savings 
for some products are equal to or greater 
than the incremental increase in their 
purchase price. Identifying, purchasing, 
and properly installing these products 
in Federal facilities results in reduced 
energy and water consumption and life 
cycle cost savings. Due to their higher 
return-on-investment, efficient products 
cost Federal agencies less to operate, 
saving taxpayer dollars.

Reduced Environmental Impact: The 
combustion of fossil fuels to generate 
energy emits greenhouse gases, nitrous 
oxide (NOx) and sulfur dioxide (SO2). Us-
ing energy more wisely by buying efficient 
products results in decreased emissions 
of these pollutants and lessens the impact 
Federal agencies have on the environment.

Water efficiency is an integral part of a 
comprehensive resource management 
plan. Due to prolonged droughts and 
increasing demand, water is becoming 
scarcer in some parts of the country. 
In addition to being a limited resource, 
water requires significant amounts of 

energy for treatment and delivery. Using 
water-efficient products helps agencies 
meet reduction goals, ensures adequate 
water supplies, and saves energy.

Market Leadership: The Federal Gov-
ernment is the largest buyer of energy 
and water-consuming products. By 
setting high performance standards for 
certain products, Federal procurement 
requirements can shift entire markets to a 
greater level of efficiency. This increases 
the availability of efficient products and 
reduces costs for all consumers.

What are the Purchasing 
Requirements?

Recognizing the benefits of efficient 
products, Presidents and Congress have 
both mandated their purchase by Federal 
agencies. The following laws and 
regulations apply:

• The National Energy Conservation 
Policy Act (NECPA) Section 8259b 
(as amended by the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005) and Executive Order (E.O.) 
13423 require Federal agencies to 
purchase energy-consuming products 
that are ENERGY STAR® qualified or 
FEMP designated.

• NECPA Section 8259b (as amended 
by the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007), E.O. 13221, 
and E.O. 13423 require Federal agen-
cies to purchase energy-consuming 
products with a low standby power 
level of 1 watt or less.

• The Instructions for Implementing 
Executive Order 13423 require Federal 
agencies to purchase water-consuming 
products that are WaterSense labeled.

These purchasing requirements are 
codified in the Federal Acquisition 
Regulations (FAR) Part 23. In addition, 

FAR Part 52.223-15 contains a clause 
that must be used in all contracts and 
solicitations when acquiring or specify-
ing energy-consuming products.

These requirements currently apply 
to more than 70 product types. For a 
complete list, see the FEMP fact sheet 
entitled Efficient Products Federal 
Agencies  Must Buy.

What Are FEMP Designated 
Products?

From small items like office equipment 
and residential appliances to large 
building-scale heating and cooling 
systems, Federal agencies use a wide 
variety of energy and water-consuming 
products. While many of these are 
ENERGY STAR qualified or WaterSense 
labeled, some products used by Federal 
agencies are not covered by these 
programs. To fill this gap, Congress gave 
DOE authority to identify efficient prod-
ucts and designate performance levels 
for Federal purchases. FEMP designated 
products include many commercial, 
industrial, and lighting technologies. For 
information on this process, visit femp.
energy.gov/technologies/eep_femp 
designatedproducts.html. 

What Assistance Does  
FEMP Provide?

FEMP dedicates staff and resources 
to inform Federal buyers, procure-
ment officials, energy managers, and 
facilities engineers of the reasons and 
requirements to buy efficient products. 
Technical documents, fact sheets, and 
Web-based tools that facilitate product 
selection include:

Purchasing Specifications for Efficient 
Products: For each FEMP designated 
product type, as well as some ENERGY 
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For additional information  
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1-877-EERE-INF (1-877-337-3463) 
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For More Information:

FEMP
U.S. Department of Energy, EE-2L
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585-0121
202-586-5772
www.femp.energy.gov

FEMP Product Procurement
www.femp.energy.gov/procurement

Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
202-488-2250
www.lbl.gov 

ENERGY STAR
888-782-7937
www.energystar.gov

FEMP Standby Power Data Center
www.femp.energy.gov/standby

WaterSense Program
866-987-7367
www.epa.gov/watersense

Federal Supply Sources

General Services Administration
www.gsa.gov/advantage

Defense Logistics Agency
www.dla.mil
www.dlis.dla.mil/emall.asp

STAR and WaterSense products, FEMP 
publishes a purchasing specification that:

• Identifies performance levels neces-
sary for Federal purchases.

• Offers tips to help buyers select 
the right product, size and install it 
properly, and use it effectively.

• Shows a cost-effectiveness example 
to aid buyers in calculating potential 
savings.

• Lists Federal supply sources.
• Provides additional resources that can 

be used to research each product type 
more thoroughly.

FEMP purchasing specifications are 
available at femp.energy.gov/technologies/
eep_purchasingspecs.html.

Cost Calculators: For some product 
types, FEMP offers online calculators that 
help buyers estimate life cycle energy, 
water, and cost savings. The calculators 
allow users to input their own utility rates 
and operating conditions to more accu-
rately estimate savings at their facilities.

Standby Power Data Center: FEMP is 
also responsible for identifying product 
types that use standby power and setting 
appropriate levels for Federal purchases. 
The FEMP Standby Power Data Center 
provides information on these products. 
A unique feature of this Web site is that 
it contains a database of manufacturer-
reported standby power measurements 
for products often sold to Federal 
customers. The database indicates 
which products meet the standby power 
requirements.

The FEMP Standby Power Data Center 
is online at femp.energy.gov/standby.

In addition to these online resources, 
FEMP’s staff works directly with agency 
personnel on a variety of other issues, 
such as the following:

Guide Specifications: Some agencies 
have guide or master specifications 
that provide explicit requirements for 
materials, finishes, and equipment to 
be used in construction or renovation 
of Federal facilities. FEMP works with 
agencies to incorporate performance 
levels for efficient products into these 
guide specifications. A number of guide 
specifications, such as the Unified 
Facilities Guide Specifications and 
Federal Guide for Green Construction, 
contain efficiency levels for many 
FEMP designated products. Both of 
these guide specifications are available 
from the Whole Building Design Guide 
at wbdg.org.

Federal Supply Catalogs: FEMP 
works with the General Services 
Administration (GSA) and the Defense 
Logistics Agency (DLA) to meet EPAct 
2005 requirements, which states that 
Federal supply agencies must “clearly 
identify and prominently display 
ENERGY STAR-qualified or FEMP 
designated products” in their online 
listings and catalogs. In addition, 
FEMP assists Federal supply sources to 
help meet the requirement to sell only 
complying products.

Product Procurement Working 
Group: FEMP leads an interagency 
working group dedicated to increasing 
the procurement of efficient products 
throughout the Federal sector. Several 
meetings are held each year to discuss 
issues and resolve problems with Fed-
eral procurement requirement compli-
ance and purchasing efficient products.

Outreach and Training: FEMP staff 
makes presentations and provides train-
ing on efficient product procurement to 
Federal agencies. Presentations have 
been made at venues such as GovEnergy 
and GSA Expo.
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