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AZ Board of Health vs. observed in death certificates              and with Native American corrections

519 reported                          2228                                                           5973 

∆1709 329.29%                                  ∆5454      1150.87%



Mortality Statistics 1919. Twentieth Annual Report. 1921. 611 pp. 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsushistorical/mortstatsh_1919.pdf
Accessed May 2017.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsushistorical/mortstatsh_1919.pdf
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& 

Archives



Bulletin of the Arizona State Board of Health. Vol. VII. April, 1919. 
http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/ref/collection/statepubs/id/10851. Accessed May 2017.

Chart on deaths from Influenza and Pneumonia during Oct, 
Nov, Dec 1918. Total deaths in Arizona: 2005

http://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/cdm/ref/collection/statepubs/id/10851


Death Certificate from Navajo County, 
October 31st, 1918. 

Cause of death: “Pneumonia contributory to 
Influenza”

Accessed via Arizona Genealogy Birth and 
Death Certificates database. 
http://genealogy.az.gov/. June 2017.

http://genealogy.az.gov/


insights
Data supports previous historical narratives about the 1918 flu, but also:

● affected newborns and expectant mothers

● revealed undercount in Bulletin released by AZ Board of Health

● revealed nearly complete undercount of Native American deaths outside 

of Indian Health Services reports and more than 2,000 even in IHS report

● 50% of all flu deaths were Mexican and Mexican-American Arizonans

● flu hit Arizona’s mining towns, reservations, and military camps hard

● flu hit Arizona during the November 1918 election cycle   



Re-Embodying Flu Data: Building a Walk-Through 
Exhibit



Re-Embodying the Data: Sonification

https://soundcloud.com/jacque-wernimont/maricopacountyinfluenza


insights
● it takes $$$, time, and labor to innovate

● it takes $$$, time, and labor to iterate

● site-specific work has certain considerations

● embodied labor is a kind of witnessing

● embodied labor is a commitment to commemorate the dead
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I had a little bird
Its name was Enza
I opened a window
And In-flu-enza.

-jump rope song, 1918
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