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Melisa Denis is focused on creating positive changes. As a partner in KPMG specializing in expatriate management, she 
is building financial consistency in a changing global work force. As a businesswoman in a major international firm, she helped 
organize a highly successful KPMG women’s network that has elevated women in leadership positions throughout the  
organization. Now, she is leading the charge to increase the placement of women on corporate boards across America. 

Denis credits UNT’s College of Business for giving her a “never say no” attitude. Today, as a member of the College of  
Business Advisory Board, she is using that tenacity to ensure UNT’s business students become forces of change for a  
better economic future.

This is Melisa Denis, changemaker. This is UNT. 

discover unt edu

When Jeff Hetherly began attending UNT, he had competing interests — computer gaming and physics. Under 

the guidance of UNT professors Srinivasan Srivilliputhur and Duncan Weathers, and collaborators from Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory, he has turned those interests into a U.S. Department of Energy graduate fellowship 

focused on improving materials used in nuclear reactors. With computer models and simulations that examine the 

impact of extreme radiation on new steels, Hetherly’s research will lead to saving resources and conserving energy — 

and creating a safer planet.

Discover UNT. 

discover unt edu

 — Srinivasan Srivilliputhur,
  assistant professor, Department of Materials Science  
  and Engineering 

 — Duncan Weathers,
  associate professor, Department of Physics

 —Jeff Hetherly, 
   master’s student in physics and in materials  

 science and engineering

 “We’re creating  
  the future of energy” 
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Online E X C L U S I V E S

ONLINE FEATURES

OScAR-
NOmINATEd 
wRITER
sit in and watch 
as uNT’s artist-
in-residence 

Guillermo arriaga discusses the art  
of acting with theatre students and talks 
about his plans for returning to uNT  
in the spring. 

NAUghTy 
AmERIcAN 
cOOkINg
Meet Blythe Beck 
(’01), oxygen’s 
Naughty kitchen 

chef, and learn the secret to making  
flavors dance. 

 
mORE ONLINE FEATURES

•  Photos and maP of a  

growing  camPus

•  Q&a with the u.s. house clerk

•  Journalism Professor’s  

classroom caPers

• Zombie invasion

Homecoming Memories
dId you JaM WITH Jazz aLuMNI, daNCe To THe aCes  
of CoLLeGeLaNd or WaTCH THe BoNfIre BurN? CHeCk 
ouT THe PHoTo GaLLery aNd WaTCH vIdeos, THeN PosT 
your oWN HoMeCoMING sTorIes, PHoTos or vIdeos 
aNd you CouLd WIN uNT sWaG. 

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss 
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories, 

photos, videos and recordings

Don’t f0rget to follow us at  
twitter.com/northtexan.When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online

at northtexan.unt.edu.
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Great things are happening 
at UNT, and we’re making sure 
everyone knows it. Our latest bill-
boards tell the world that UNT is 
“leading the pack,” according to U.S. 
News & World Report. 

This recognition, a result of UNT 
tying for ninth place among public 
National Universities in this year’s 
“Top Up-and-Coming Schools” list, 
comes from the innovative changes 
we’re making. Yet, it speaks to so much 
more. UNT is only getting stronger. This fall, we welcomed more than 36,000 
students, took several important strides in building our campus and expanded 
our research. 

Since 2007, our restricted research expenditures and awards both are up more 
than 60 percent. That is tremendous progress. And it’s critically important because 
Texas legislators this year created a pathway for UNT and the state’s other emerging 
research universities to more quickly achieve national research university status. 
Already, we have taken advantage of a new matching funds initiative that provides 
state dollars to extend every gift we receive for research from private and corporate 
donors. We submitted roughly $2.9 million in gifts, and we learned that we are 
eligible to receive nearly $1.7 million in funds to support research as part of the 
state’s new gift-matching program. 

Growing our research means improving every part of our university, because to 
succeed we must hire more of the best faculty, enroll more of the brightest students 
and continue to build our campus with first-class facilities.

We will soon break ground on a new Business Leadership Building, and we  
will open a new Life Sciences Complex for fall 2010. We also hosted a ceremonial 
ground breaking for our new stadium, which will open in time for the 2011 season. 
Each of these facilities will play a vital role in improving UNT’s educational 
experience and growing our reputation (learn more on page 24). 

Every advancement we make builds our reputation and improves the value of 
every UNT degree.

 
With green pride,

Gretchen M. Bataille
President
president@unt.edu

Advancing quality 
unt degrees grow in value 

The North Texan
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Matthews’ stories
Your fall North Texan 

article on President J.C. 
Matthews (’25) reminded me 
of the “15 minutes of fame” I 
had with him in 1958. When 
registering, I was asked to 
stand by, and in a few 
minutes Dr. Matthews 
arrived with a photographer. 
As you can see from the 
photo, I was the 6,666th 
student to register that 
semester (50 years earlier, 
President W.H. Bruce had 
greeted the 666th registrant). 

I left teaching in 1961 and 
entered the field of computer 
science. I retired in 1997 after 
more than 30 years of 
support to NASA at the 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston.

Ronald Cox (’60 M.Ed.)
League City

I am Dr. J.C. Matthews’ 
niece and spent much time at 
the old and new president’s 
homes. I even attended Dr. 
Matthews’ inauguration. My 
parents were both graduates 
of North Texas (my mother 
was Dr. Matthews’ sister), 
and I met my husband, 
Donald Edward Francisco 
(’64, ’66 M.A.), there. Don 
spent more than 30 years on 
the faculty at the University 
of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill, and Uncle Carl was very 
proud to have another 
professor in the family.

There is one error in your 
story. The picture of our 
family reunion was actually 
taken in June 1953. We were 
all gathered for the wedding 
of Maydell Matthews (’52) 
and Sam Laney (’51 M.B.A.). 

While I was an under-
graduate, I tried very hard to 
conceal my relationship to 
the president of the univer-
sity. I wanted to “do it on my 
own.” The day I was inducted 
into Meritum (later Mortar 
Board), Uncle Carl asked if it 
would be all right for him to 

claim me, and I said it would. 
He was a wonderful uncle, 
friend, mentor and role 
model. Aunt Rena (’25) was 
also very, very special to me.

Betty Sue Boyd Francisco
(’64, ’66 M.B.A.)
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Editor’s note: Thank you for 
correcting the photo informa-
tion. We also had the wrong 
decade for the graduation of 
Janet Matthews Wyrick, 
granddaughter of J.C. Mat-
thews. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in 1975 and M.Ed. in 
1979. 

Wood family  
memories

I first met Woody Wood 
(member of UNT’s musical 

Wood family, fall 2009 
online) back in the early 
1950s when he and Bill Lee 
III (’49, ’50 M.S.) opened a 
music store called “The Music 
Staff ” in Texas City. They did 
it all, from giving music 
lessons to selling and repair-
ing instruments. After being 
around them and hearing 
about the North Texas music 
school, I knew that is where I 
wanted to study music. The 
rest is history.

Melvin Gordy (’59)
Hitchcock

My parents, Eldon M. 
Sonnenburg (’42, ’47 M.M.) 
and Mary Ruth Holmes 
Sonnenburg (’44), both 
attended North Texas. My 
father played clarinet and 
saxophone and subsequently 
became a band director for all 
his adult life. He has just 
turned 89 and is still playing 
his clarinet and sax. He, 
Woody and Mary Ellen 
Wood (’52) play in different 
musical venues together. They 
are also neighbors and close 
friends. I am excited to share 
this wonderful article about 
the Wood family with them. 

Sylvia Sonnenburg
Sheets (’66)
Plano

an amazing  
individual

I had the pleasure of 
meeting John Bramblitt (’07), 

Let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in The North Texan. 
Letters may be edited for length and 
publication style.

Read more letters and share your comments at  

northtexan.unt.edu.

 

d E A R  North Texan
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the alumnus who lost his 
vision and began to paint (fall 
2009), while he was taking an 
astronomy lab. He was always 
positive and kept his sense of 
humor. I remember him 
telling me that learning to 
cross the street was like an 
algebra problem. What an 
amazing individual. He’s 
definitely an inspiration!

Mary Speight (’04)
Pilot Point

Popular entertainer
Bob Rogers (“Piano man,” 

fall 2009) is, indeed, a North 
Texas tradition. But totally 
left out of the article was the 
fact that, when his teaching 
schedule permitted, he 
performed professionally in 

the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
and at one time was the most 
popular entertainer among 
the country and private clubs. 

He is an extraordinarily 
generous person and was a 
mentor to many of us in Phi 
Mu Alpha. In addition to the 
many lessons in musicianship, 
I learned from his amazing 
discipline, which served me 
well throughout my business 
career. He and Daisy had a 
wonderful family, as well.

Larry Buchanan (’60)
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

rocky Mountain 
connection

I’ve been meaning to share 
this photo from our vacation 
to Colorado in June 2008. My 

husband, Michel, and I came 
across two more UNT alumni 
on a hike through the Rockies 
in Estes Park, Colo. An 
immediate connection was 
formed and North Texas 
memories shared thanks to 
“Bear” wearing his green 
UNT ball cap!

Pictured with me from left 
are Michel Madeira (’90), 
Dale “Bear” Dicken (’71) and 
Brook Crawford (’67).

Karen Kleck Madeira (’90)
Carlsbad, Calif.

80th birthday bash
When the roll was called in Ponder, they were all there 

— scores of friends and students Barbara Colegrove had 
taught in her Journalism 101 and History of Journalism 
classes at UNT in the 1960s. Now mainly retired, the former 
students came from all points in the country in June to 
celebrate Colegrove’s 80th birthday at the Ranchman Steak-
house, a journalism group hangout in the ’60s. Colegrove has 
stayed in touch with her journalistic brood via phone calls and 
e-mails and by hosting get-togethers at her home.

More than 66 friends, family members and former students 
were present at the birthday dinner, where she was honored 
with speeches, gifts and a song. Barbara taught at UNT from 
1961 to 1972 and was designated an Honorary Alumnus in 
2003 for her outstanding contributions and devotion.

Mary Tatum Taylor (’66)
Irving

Read about Barbara Colegrove’s creative teaching 
methods online at northtexan.unt.edu/online.

If you would like to comment

on a story, share your North Texas 

memories or photos, submit news 

or obituaries, or otherwise get in 

touch with us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

E-mail: northtexan@unt.edu

Online: northtexan.unt.edu

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

Phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

Mail: The North Texan;

University of North Texas; 

Division of University Relations, 

Communications and Marketing; 

1155 Union Circle #311070;  

Denton, Texas 76203-5017
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FPO LEADING THE PACK

“Leading the pack” 
– U.S. News & World Report

discover unt edu

Every UNT degree became more valuable this fall when expert rankings in U.S. News & World Report proclaimed 
UNT among the top national universities because of the promising and innovative changes we are making in aca-
demics, faculty, students, campus life and facilities.

This isn’t the only indication people are paying attention to us. UNT also has been: 
	 •	 designated	one	of	the	“Best	in	the	West”	colleges	in	America	by	The Princeton Review
	 •	 named	a	top	50	university	for	graduating	Hispanic	and	African	American	students 
	 •	 honored	as	one	of	only	five	universities	in	the	nation	with	four	Goldwater	scholars

“Leading	the	pack”	comes	naturally	to	UNT.

Discover UNT. 
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MorE tHan 600 StuDEntS froM 50 unt 
organizations rolled up their sleeves and invested about 
2,400 hours of their time in the community as part of a 
national Make a Difference Day celebration Oct. 24. 
Volunteers at 25 locations across Denton assisted commu-
nity organizations in painting homes, visiting senior 
citizens, helping with children’s programming and cleaning 
up the environment. The program is sponsored by the 
Center for Leadership and Service in UNT’s Division of 
Student Development.

MakINg a  
dIffERENCE

UNT students dedicate hundreds of volunteer hours 
as part of the MLk Year of Service, an initiative of the 

division of Institutional Equity and diversity.

 i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
Brilliantly Green p /  8

Mean Green p /  10 

Global Connection p /  11 

ask an expert p /  12

uNT alumni 
association p /  13 
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B R I L L I a N T LY 
g R E E N

Pass it on: Great things are happening at uNT. Learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
•	 Taking television by storm. Jake Pavelka, who attended UNT in the 1990s, is slated to star in 
aBC’s hit reality show The Bachelor in January. He’s fresh from competing on The Bachelorette and 
isn’t the only UNT face to hit prime time on reality TV. Students and alums also have recently been on 
America’s Got Talent, DietTribe and Party Monsters Cabo. Shirin askari (’08) made it to the top eight 
on Lifetime’s Project Runway this fall. The next day, she was out. 

•	 Gooooooaaalll! John Hedlund, head coach of the Mean green soccer team, is one of the most 
successful coaches in UNT history. He celebrated his 200th career win Sept. 11, against Baylor. Learn 
more Mean green news at meangreensports.com.

•	 Live from UNT! a team of radio, television and film students earned Best Student Production at the 
2009 Lone Star EMMY awards in November. The winners include Maddie garrett (’09), Mark Cizdziel 
(’09), Marcee Shecht (’09) and senior Michelle Ewing. Their award-winning production was live 2008 
presidential and denton County election night 
coverage that involved about 150 students in the 
One O’Clock Lounge.

 Today

Roger Staubach lecture

Legendary Dallas Cowboy 
and entrepreneur Roger 
Staubach spoke to the Dallas- 
Fort Worth business commu-
nity during the BDO Seidman 

LLP Leadership Luncheon 
hosted by UNT’s Murphy 
Center for Entrepreneurship 
in November. Staubach led 
the Cowboys to four Super 
Bowls and launched a 
successful real estate career. 
He merged his Staubach Co. 
with Jones La Salle, an inter- 
national commercial real 
estate firm, and now serves as 
executive chair. Proceeds from 
the luncheon fund scholarships 

for students pursuing 
entrepreneurship.

Enrollment tops 36,000

UNT’s fall 2009 enroll-
ment increased by 1,508 
students (4.3 percent) over 
last fall. This means 36,206 
students have chosen to 
pursue degrees at Texas’ 
fourth largest university. The 
enrollment includes 7,658 
graduate students, an 11 

percent increase, which is  
important to UNT’s contin-
ued development as a national 
research university. This is the 
ninth consecutive year of 
record-breaking enrollment 
and the largest increase in seven 
years. The numbers include 
UNT Dallas Campus 
stu dents and are unofficial until 
verified by the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board.

Jonathan Reynolds
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SACNAS conference  

As the Premier Platinum 
sponsors for the 2009 
SACNAS National Confer-
ence in October in Dallas, 
UNT and the other UNT 
System institutions welcomed 
student scientists from across 
the nation for campus visits 
and provided key support for 
the organization’s annual 
meeting.  

Before speaking at the 
conference, Juan Sepulveda, 
director of the White House 
initiative on the educational 
excellence for Hispanic 
Americans, visited UNT with 
potential students to learn 
about the many graduate  
and undergraduate educational  
and research opportunities  
the university offers for  

underrepresented students. 
With the help of UNT, 

this year’s SACNAS confer-
ence was the largest in the 
organization’s history and 
included about 800 ethnic 
minority students who 
presented their research and 
1,700 who visited with repre- 
sentatives from universities 
and federal agencies and heard 
from leading scientists and 
researchers. 

SACNAS, with more than 
20,000 members, partners  
and affiliates nationwide, is 
dedicated to fostering the 
success of Hispanic/Chicano 
and Native American scien-
tists, from college students to 
professionals, in attaining 
advanced degrees, careers and 
positions of leadership.

First-generation grant

A $310,000 grant from  
the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board will 
further UNT’s efforts to 
increase enrollment among 
first-generation college 
students. UNT received the 
most funding among the 
state’s 32 eligible universities. 
The money will be used to 
hire more students to work as 
UNT G-Force mentors at area 
high schools, encouraging 
students to graduate and go  
to college. With the award-
winning program, UNT has 
made large strides toward 
reaching its goals for Texas’ 
Closing the Gaps initiative, 
which aims to enroll 630,000 
more students in colleges and 
universities by 2015.

A d vA N C E m E N t  v i C E  p R E S i d E N t  S E l E C t E d

Strong partnerships with alumni, community, corporate and other groups will 

help UNT continue to grow as a national research university. To ensure UNT’s 

momentum continues, the university named Lisa Birley Baronio vice president 

for advancement and director of development of the UNT foundation. Baronio, 

vice president for development at the University of Connecticut foundation, 

will join UNT Jan. 4 and also will work closely with the UNT alumni association.

Uvaraj Radhakrishnan, 
molecular biology  
graduate student and  
teaching assistant, shares  
his research during a 
SACNAS tour.

unt’s efforts to 
create a carbon 
neutral campus 

make it the best in 
texas and among 
the top 17 percent  
of all colleges and 
universities in the 

nation, according to 
reports submitted  
to the american 

college and univer-
sity Presidents 

climate  
commitment. 

Jonathan Reynolds
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More than 1,000 Mean Green fans and supporters were on hand Nov. 21 as the 

university broke ground for its new 30,000-seat stadium. The multi-purpose facility 

will feature luxury suites, an amenity-filled club level, a Spirit Store, a corporate deck 

and a Touchdown Terrace. The stadium will be the centerpiece of UNT’s Mean Green 

Village. In addition to hosting UNT events, it will serve the entire region as a venue 

for outdoor concerts, community events, high school games and band competitions. 

Support from alumni and community members is vital to the future stadium. 

“I’ve waited for years to build a new stadium for the Mean Green,” says 

Jordan Case (’81), chair of the volunteer committee raising private donations for 

the facility. “Thanks to the many donors who are making lead gifts and those who will join us in the coming months, our new 

stadium will be a spectacular demonstration of UNT’s commitment to first-rate athletics.” 

From left, Case and Student Government Association President Dakota Carter joined UNT President Gretchen M. Bataille and 

Athletic Director Rick Villarreal at the ceremonial groundbreaking. Following the ceremony, the crowd joined fans at Fouts Field 

to watch the Mean Green take on Army. During pregame ceremonies, the victims of the shooting at Fort Hood were remem-

bered, and first-responders to the tragedy were honored at midfield during the playing of the national anthem.

To learn more about the stadium, go to www.unt.edu/stadium.

UNT breaks ground on new stadium  
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New regents 

Gov. Rick Perry appointed 
three new members to the 
UNT System Board of 
Regents this fall. New mem-
bers include alumni G. Brint 
Ryan (’88, ’88 M.S.), right, 
founder, CEO and managing 
principal of Ryan Inc., a 
leading tax services firm in 
Dallas, and Steve Mitchell 
(’85, ’85 M.S.), left, a lead 

business systems analyst for 
Thomson Reuters and 
Richardson city council 
member. They received their 
degrees in UNT’s five-year 
accounting program. The 
third new member is Michael 
R. Bradford, Midland County 
judge and oil and gas pro-
ducer. They will serve until 
2015. The board elected C. 
Dan Smith (’62), first 
appointed in 2002, to serve as 
chair. He replaces Gayle 
Strange (’67), who had served 
12 years on the board. Jack A. 
Wall (’64) will serve as vice 
chair. Robert A. Nickell (’68, 

’82 M.B.A.) and Rice M. 
Tilley Jr. also ended their 
service to the board in May.

New dean of libraries

Martin Halbert from 
Emory University was named 
the new dean of the UNT 
library system. He brings a 
distinguished track record in 
managing and attracting 
funding for digital library 
services, having been the 
principal investigator for 
projects totaling $6.1 million. 

He also is president of 
MetaArchive Cooperative, an 
international consortium of 

research libraries and insti-
tutes that preserve digital 
archives in partnership with 
the Library of Congress.

inaugural fellow

Wes Borden, the Robert A. 
Welch Professor of Chemis-
try, was named to the inaugu-
ral class of fellows of the 
American Chemical Society, 
the world’s largest scientific 
society. He is among 162 
chemists nationwide to be 
named fellows for their 
contributions to chemical 
research and distinguished 
service.

 Today
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language program in turkey

UNT faculty members are 
helping Turkey’s Zirve 
University launch an English 
language program, reinforcing 
UNT’s ongoing global 
partnerships with institutions 
of higher education.

Eva Bowman (’67), director 
of UNT’s Intensive English 
Language Institute, and five 
faculty members are training 
40 instructors of English at 
Zirve in a two-week boot-camp 
there. UNT also is assisting in 
the development of curriculum, 

English language diagnostic 
testing, student placement, 
instructors’ performance 
reviews and an annual 
program review.

Officials at Zirve — a 
newly founded private uni- 
versity that welcomed its first 
group of students this fall 

— approached IELI, consid-
ered a leader in training for 
English as a second language, 
after deciding to create an 
English language program at 
the school. 

Since 1999, UNT has 

helped Turkish police officers 
develop a better global under- 
standing and earn advanced 
degrees from U.S. universities 
through UNT’s Turkish 
Institute for Police Studies.

G l O B A l 

C O N N E C t i O N
>>

ti FOuNdAtiON GRANt

UNT’s Teach North Texas program will share a $1.5 million grant from the Texas Instruments 

Foundation to expand the program and add two new master teachers. The funding is part of a $3 

million grant to Dallas-Fort Worth area school districts and universities to promote an increase in 

science and math teachers. Teach North Texas, a collaborative effort of the College of Arts and 

Sciences and the College of Education in partnership with the Fort Worth and Denton school 

districts, has attracted about 130 students since launching in 2008. The program offers students 

the opportunity to explore the teaching profession and interact with master teachers, experienced 

high school teachers who conduct courses, supervise fieldwork and offer advice.

Jonathan Reynolds

At the announcement of the 
TI Foundation grant were, 
from left, foundation chair 

Sam Self, University of Texas 
at Arlington President James 

Spaniolo and UNT President 
Gretchen M. Bataille.
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The holiday season, while sometimes fast and 
furiously schedule-driven, is actually a prime 
time to come together as a family and reinforce 

the benefits of belonging to a group, says Bert Hayslip Jr., 
Regents Professor of psychology. 

“Focusing on the unity and shared history within a family 
comes easier as we develop rituals to celebrate family,” he 
says. “For me, the most memorable holidays were not the 
ones when I got the most presents, but when I spent time 
with my sisters and parents.”  

In creating positive family traditions during the holidays, 
Hayslip says everyone should remember to:

Celebrate
•	 Focus	on	the	year’s	highlights	such	as	the	birth	of	a	child	

or grandchild, a job promotion or triumph over illness. 
Celebrating together creates support systems for harder 
times — illness, job loss and death.

•	Develop	meaningful	family	traditions.	Decorate	the	tree,	
cook the meal, watch football or take a trip together. 

•	Think	consciously	about	why	you’ve	gathered.	Focus	on	
the being, not the getting.

Compromise
•	 Be	willing	to	forgive	past	misunderstand-

ings to create new meaningful memories. 
Think of the whole family as opposed to 
individuals in the family.

•	Don’t	expect	equality.	Sometimes	one	
family member needs extra attention  
to help deal with hard times. Be willing 
to listen and offer support.

Give
•	 Care	for	others.	Deliver	meals	 

or donate gifts to a shelter. 
•	 Relax	and	treat	the	holidays	as	a	

mini vacation. Take naps, play board 
games or ride your new bike. 

•	Go	beyond	the	material	and	give	of	
yourself to create many happy 
holiday memories.

— Randena Hulstrand

................................................................................ask an expert

Green research clusters

UNT’s newest collabora-
tive research clusters build on 
the university’s green legacy 
by focusing on sustainability 

and environmental issues  
and capitalize on innovative 
research already under way  
at UNT. Faculty researchers 
from the materials science and 
engineering, biological sciences, 
chemistry, and engineering 
technology departments will 
concentrate on the properties 
of plant materials and how 
they might be adapted to create 
new bioproducts. And re- 
searchers from the philosophy 

and religion studies, biological 
sciences, studio art, and  
library and information sciences 
departments will continue their 
work at the long-term socio- 
ecological research site in the 
Cape Horn Biosphere Reserve 
in Chile, building on UNT’s 
strength in sub-Antarctic 
biocultural research and 
conservation. 

UNT’s collaborative 
research clusters are funded 

through a $25 million com- 
mitment by the university 
announced last year as part of 
a long-term effort to advance 
research, strengthen the state’s 
economy and develop tech- 
nology vital to addressing 
today’s most pressing needs. 

How do you create positive family traditions during the holidays? 
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uNT alumni association

It’s easy to lose touch with college friends after graduat-
ing. But the UNT Alumni Association, in a new partnership 
with Harris Connect, hopes to help alumni from around the 
world reconnect with each other and the university through 
its upcoming alumni directory.  

Over the next few months, Harris Connect, the largest 
alumni publication company in the U.S., will be contacting 
UNT graduates by phone, e-mail and mail to verify and 
update their contact and career information and help 
produce the hardcover and CD publication. 

The alumni directory will be available for purchase with a 
delivery anticipated for fall 2010. The directory’s four-color 
introduction will be filled with prominent UNT personali-
ties and school history, and the book will include a section 
alumni can personalize with their own photos and memories 
from UNT. 

“Through the alumni directory, old school friends will be 
easier and faster to find and you will be able to reconnect 
with classmates in your major or from your school of study,” 
says Derrick P. Morgan, the association’s executive director. 
“This will be a great resource to network and stay connected 
with other alumni.”

To join the association or learn more, visit  
www.untalumni.com, e-mail 
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

tRANSFER iNitiAtivES

Home of the National  

Institute for the Study  

of Transfer Students, UNT  

is ranked No. 4 nationally 

and No. 1 in Texas for  

the enrollment of trans-

fer students. The uni-

versity continues to im-

prove the experience of 

transfer students and 

recently secured two  

additional grants. a 

$148,000 grant from Tex-

as guaranteed provides 

resources for faculty and 

students to investigate 

the effectiveness of state 

and campus transfer 

policies. a $50,000  

SEMILLaS grant from  

Excelencia in Education 

will support services  

for Latino transfer stu-

dents to help them  

succeed and graduate 

from college. 

Naval secretary

Alumni are invited to hear 
U.S. Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus, former governor of 
Mississippi, give a public 
lecture at 1 p.m. Dec. 18 in 
the University Union Lyceum. 
He will give the commence-
ment address at the doctoral 
ceremony at 7 p.m. that day in 
the Murchison Performing 
Arts Center. Michael Monti-
cino, dean of UNT’s Tou-
louse Graduate School, says 
Mabus is an excellent role 
model and a staunch sup-
porter of education. UNT 
regularly hosts diverse 
speakers such as Big Coal 
author Jeff Goodell, former 
Mexican President Vicente 
Fox and former U.S. Secre-
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

tEA grant

Three Department of 
Learning Technologies faculty 
members received $1.2 
million from the Texas 
Education Agency’s Career 
and Technical Education 
State Leadership Projects 
Grant Program. Jeff Allen 
(’89, ’90 M.S.), professor and 
interim chair, received 
$600,000; and Jerry Wircen-
ski, Regents Professor, and 
Michelle Wircenski, professor, 
received $300,000 each. They 
will evaluate and improve the 
effectiveness of curriculum 
instruction in career and 
technical education. 

Harris Connect will begin contacting alumni by phone, mail 
and e-mail over the next few months to update information for 
a new alumni directory. Alumni also will have the opportunity 
to update information online through a Harris Connect site 
and vote for their favorite alumni directory cover from the 
choices above.
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T.C. Broadnax
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T.C. Broadnax (’93 M.P.A.) knew from an early age he wanted a career that would 
allow him to have an impact on his community and his fellow citizens.

“I remember passing abandoned homes and lots when I was growing up and wondering 
why these things were allowed. As I got older, it became apparent that the city, at the very 
local level, controls these things. I knew then that I wanted to be an avenue for change in 
the community — a resource for citizens,” says Broadnax, who serves as an assistant city 
manager for San Antonio.

Broadnax’s passion for city administration strengthened during his undergraduate 
career at Washburn University in Kansas. His professors there recommended he pursue a 
master of public administration degree at UNT.

Stellar reputation

Hundreds of students have followed a path similar to Broadnax’s since UNT first 
started offering an M.P.A. in 1969. Forty years later, the program has solidified its 
reputation as one of the most respected in the country. The Department of Public 
Administration’s city management and urban policy program is ranked ninth in the 
nation, according to the most recent U.S. News & World Report rankings.

“We are committed to giving our students the opportunities they need to succeed,” says 
Robert Bland, who has served as chair of the public administration department since it 
was separated from the Department of Political Science in 1992. “We want them not only 

alumni of nationally ranked program fill city 
management positions in Texas and beyond

by alyssa Yancey
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to be exemplary managers but also 
exemplary citizens.”

UNT graduates serve as city managers, 
deputy city managers or assistant city 
managers in cities across Texas, including 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Arlington, Bryan, 
Tyler, Harlingen and Kerrville. 

Alumni also work in various other city 
leader positions in dozens of Texas cities, 
and others serve in city management roles 
in states including Arkansas, Arizona, 
Colorado, Wisconsin, Oklahoma and 
Kansas. 

“The UNT M.P.A. program has a 
stellar reputation within Texas and  
the nation,” says Mike Eastland,  
executive director of the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments. 

“Its graduates fill city manager positions  
and other important roles in many highly  
respected and cutting-edge government 
organizations. They are making a 
difference.” 

Exponential growth

Claude King (’78, ’90 M.P.A.), city 
manager for Lewisville, entered the M.P.A. 
program in 1988 after working for the 
Texas Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation for 11 years. He says 
he decided to pursue a career in city 
management because he wanted to have a 
more direct impact on communities and 
their residents than he was able to have 
working at the state level. 

King began with the city of Lewisville 
as an intern while working toward his 
M.P.A. At the time, the city still had the 
vestiges of a small town, but 20 years later, 

it is a bustling Dallas suburb. King has 
been on the frontlines of managing that 
development.

“When I first began my career, 
Lewisville was a small city undergoing 
extensive growth. We were focused on  
new construction and development, and 
one of my first projects was overseeing  
the expansion of State Highway 121,” King 
says. “Now that the growth has stabilized,  
I focus more on redevelopment and 
neighborhood preservation. The education 
I received from UNT has helped me adapt 
and grow as the needs of my city have 
changed over time.”

Claude king

The uNT M.P.a. program has a stellar reputation  

within Texas and the nation.” 

— Mike eastland, executive director of the  

North Central Texas Council of Governments
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King’s neighbor to the east, Bill Dollar 
(’89 M.P.A.), city manager of Garland, is 
another alumnus who has been working  
in a hectic Dallas suburb for most of his 
professional life. Dollar’s 38-year career  
was triggered by necessity. He graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering 
in 1971, but when he didn’t find an 
engineering job, his father suggested he 
pursue a job with the city. He began as a 
design engineer and worked his way up 
through the ranks.

Dollar, a native of Garland who has 
been city manager there since 2003, says he 
has been fortunate to be able to play a 
number of different roles during his career 
in city government. He was promoted  
to assistant city manager in 1985 and Jim 
Spore, the city manager at the time, 
encouraged him to pursue his M.P.A.  
from UNT.

“My UNT degree gave me the 
credentials to be a viable candidate for  
city manager,” Dollar says. “I get to watch 
the people around me grow and watch 
projects I am involved with prosper. City 

Jennifer fadden
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management is challenging, but it also  
is very rewarding.”

Necessary foundation

Jennifer Fadden (’95, ’97 M.P.A.), city 
manager of Colleyville, also recognized that 
UNT was the best fit for her. Fadden was 
exposed to city government when her 
father was elected to the city council and 
served as deputy mayor pro tem in Rowlett. 
She graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from UNT and then, after 
investigating some private graduate schools, 
decided to stay to earn her M.P.A.

Fadden was selected as a Hatton W. 
Sumners Fellow and a U.S. Department  
of Housing and Urban Development 
graduate fellow. The HUD fellowship 
provided her with a paid internship with 
the city of Fort Worth working as an 
assistant to Kay Granger, then the mayor. 
Her job allowed her to accompany the 
mayor on trips, including one to the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors.

“Participating in graduate fellowships 
exposed me to things that I otherwise 

wouldn’t have been exposed to,” Fadden 
says. “It allowed me to see some of the skills 
that are necessary for public management 
in action — leadership, action, motivation.”

Broadnax agrees that his UNT 
experience gave him the necessary skill set 
and helped guide his career. After graduating 
from UNT, he served as assistant city 
manager, deputy city manager and assistant 
to the city manager for Pompano Beach. 
He joined the city of San Antonio in 2006. 
As an assistant city manager, he oversees 
housing and community development 
issues and planning and neighborhood 
services.

“The best part of being in city 
administration is seeing the things that  
you had a hand in come to fruition,” 
Broadnax says. “From being able to help  
get a public facility off the ground to 
helping a citizen who doesn’t know where 
to turn, it is all very rewarding. It was  
the foundation I got at UNT that helped 
me get where I am today.”  
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CONTINUING ITS LEGACY OF ExCELLENCE AS 
a center for artistic expression and education, UNT launched the 
Institute for the Advancement of the Arts this fall and welcomed 
the institute’s first artist-in-residence — Guillermo Arriaga, 
whose films include the Oscar-nominated, Golden Globe- 
winning Babel. 

Designed to support accomplished professionals in the visual, 
performing and creative literary arts, the institute also named its 
inaugural faculty fellows — Dornith Doherty, professor of studio 
art, and Cindy McTee, Regents Professor of music — and opened 
its new home at UNT on the Square.

 i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  
Books p /  20 

dance and Theatre p /  21 

upcoming events p /  21 

Music p /  22 

Television and film p /  22 

visual arts p /  22

adVaNCINg  
THE  aRTS

a new institute opens on denton’s historic square, 

welcomes an Oscar-nominated writer  

and names award-winning faculty fellows.

Take a peek inside UNT classes with writer Guillermo  

Arriaga at northtexan.unt.edu/culture.
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Building uNt’s arts legacy 

UNT’s new institute will “further the university’s reputation 
for nurturing artistic and creative expression,” says Wendy K. 
Wilkins, provost and vice president for academic affairs, whose 
office jointly supports the institute with the Office of Research 
and Economic Development. 

Wilkins says the institute will recognize artistic contributions 
and share them with the public, and it will enhance the learning 
environment for UNT students. Its steering committee is 
composed of the deans of music, visual arts and design, and arts 
and sciences.

Artist-in-residence

As the first artist-in-residence, Arriaga spoke to classes and 
joined the institute’s opening festivities in October. He will  
be able to pursue creative projects as well as share his expertise 
with students, faculty and the community. 

Among his acclaimed films, Babel earned seven Academy 
Award nominations and the Golden Globe for Best Dramatic 
Film of 2006, and The Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada won 
the Best Screenplay Award at the 2005 Cannes Film Festival. 
Most recently, Arriaga made his directorial debut with The 
Burning Plain, based on his screenplay. A native of Mexico City, 
he also is a renowned novelist.

Wilkins describes the artist-in-residence program as an op- 
portunity for faculty and students to interact with some of the 
best professionals in their fields. The artists will be recruited 
internationally to help expose faculty and students to new teaching 
techniques and new ways of thinking about the creative process.

uNt on the Square

The institute’s new home — UNT on the Square, a 
2,400-square-foot leased building at 109 N. Elm St. on the 
Denton courthouse square — also serves as a gathering and 
exhibition space for the arts. Its director is Herbert Holl, former 
longtime executive director of the Greater Denton Arts Council.

Wilkins says the institute and its new home “provide an open 
door to community partnerships and allow our students and 
faculty to share their talent with the surrounding area.”

Works from UNT’s P.R.I.N.T. Press, including creations 
from recent Hunting Art Prize winner Robyn O’Neil, were the 
first on display. UNT on the Square also will host gatherings 
such as poetry readings and small ensemble performances.

Faculty fellows

The new faculty fellows for the institute, chosen through a 
competitive application process, will be granted release from 

other faculty duties this spring to pursue their projects full time.
Doherty, who coordinates UNT’s photography program, has 

exhibited in galleries around the world. In her project “Archiving 
Eden,” she is using x-ray machines to 
photograph seeds and cloned plants at 
two international seed banks and 
incorporating the images into digital 
collages. The collages, to be featured in 
several major exhibitions, will “contribute 
to the debate on the changing impact of 
humans on the natural world,” says 
Doherty, whose awards include grants 
from the Fulbright Foundation, the 
Japan Foundation and the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

McTee is an acclaimed composer 
whose works have been performed in the 
U.S. and abroad. She is composing a 
nine-minute piece, Tempus Fugit, for the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and 
creating a transcription for UNT’s 
Wind Symphony. The piece “will 
celebrate the musical and cultural energy 
of modern-day America,” McTee says. In 

June, Leonard Slatkin will direct a performance of the piece by 
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, honoring McTee as the 
winner of the orchestra’s Elaine Lebenbom Memorial Award for 
Female Composers. She also has earned Guggenheim and 
Fulbright fellowships, among other awards. Eugene Migliaro 
Corporon will conduct a performance of the wind transcription 
at UNT in the fall. 

Dornith Doherty

Cindy McTee
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ents

Oscar-nominated writer Guillermo Arriaga speaks at the institute’s 
grand opening in October.
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Books

Music in african ritual
Remains of 
Ritual (Univer-

sity of Chicago 

Press), the 

second book in 

Steven M. 

Friedson’s 

planned trilogy about his 

musical experience in African 

ritual, focuses on the Brekete/

Gorovodu religion of the Ewe 

people. Friedson, Regents 

Professor of music, examines 

Ewe religious practices through 

the study of a medicine shrine 

on Ghana’s southern coast. He 

considers different aspects of 

Ewe ritual life and its musicality, 

including dance and possession, 

drumming and chanted calls to 

prayer. 

Friedson also focuses on his 

own position and experience 

within the society. For 15 years, 

he has worked in the Volta 

Region of Ghana, where he 

established a research center on 

the Guinea Coast. His first book 

in the series was Dancing 
Prophets: Musical Experience in 
Tumbuka Healing.

Prison desegregation
Not until 

1975 did  

legislation 

prohibit racial 

segregation 

and discrimi-

nation in 

Texas prisons. In First Available 
Cell: Desegregation of the Texas 

Prison System (University of 

Texas Press), Chad R. Trulson, 

associate professor of criminal 

justice, and James W. Marquart, 

associate provost and professor 

of criminology at the University 

of Texas at Dallas, trace the 

steps in the process of prison 

desegregation. 

The authors describe the 

importance of a decision by 

Texas prison director George J. 

Beto to allow inmates of 

different races to co-exist in the 

same prison setting. They also 

examine the significance of an 

inmate’s 1972 lawsuit alleging 

racial segregation and discrimi-

nation in Texas prisons. 

Trulson’s research on the 

aftermath of racial desegregation 

in the Texas prison system was 

used by the U.S. Supreme Court 

in a 2005 case involving the 

temporary racial segregation of 

new prisoners in California.

drawing and learning
Educators 

investigate art 

in their 

elementary 

classrooms in 

Drawn Toward 
Transforma-

tion: Conversations on Teaching and 
Learning Drawing (Sense 

Publishers). The book by Nadine 

Kalin, assistant professor of art 

education, describes her collabo-

ration with a research group made 

up of non-art specialists who 

teach their own art. The group 

was formed to consider alternative 

ways of thinking about the 

teaching and learning of drawing. 

art, science, literature and philosophy converge when speakers and 

artists gather on campus March 3-5 for WaterWays 2010. The third biennial 

water conference organized by the UNT Philosophy of Water Project will 

focus on rivers, specifically the region’s Trinity River. In conjunction with the 

conference, the College of Visual arts and design presents fluid frontier, 

a symposium and exhibition exploring the environment as a personal, 

cultural and geographical experience. 

among the presenters are invited keynote speakers Jane Lubchenco, 

administrator of the National Oceanographic and atmospheric administra-

tion, and dario Robleto, nationally recognized visual artist. a long-term 

ecological research workshop begins the conference, which also features 

screenings of the Global Rivers Project and a documentary about water and 

sustainable ranching by Irene klaver, director of the Philosophy of Water 

Project, and Melinda Levin (’92 M.S.), chair of the department of Radio, 

Television and film. 

digital artists Cary Peppermint and Christine Nadir, known as Ecoart-

Tech, are creating a new work related to the university’s location in the Trin-

ity River Basin, to be exhibited at the UNT art gallery. Other events include 

boat-building workshops by Brian O’Connor, professor of library and infor-

mation sciences, and “Rivers on the Edge,” a student art exhibition juried 

by annette Lawrence, professor of studio art, in february and March. 

for more information, visit www.water.unt.edu.

Water, art and the environment
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The work of six artists from 

Austin’s Flatbed Press, 

including “Sweet Nothings,” 

2000, from Celia Alvarez 

Muñoz (’82 M.F.A.), will be on 

display at the UNT Art gallery 

from Jan. 19 to Feb. 13. gradu-

ate art history students are providing scholarly information for the 

exhibit, the third in the gallery’s Collections, Cultures and Collabo-

rations series. An opening reception is scheduled from 4:30 to 

6 p.m. Jan. 19. For information, visit www.gallery.unt.edu.

Comedian, actor, writer and celebrity speaker Michael Ian black 

performs at 8 p.m. Feb. 11 in the Murchison Performing Arts Center 

as part of the UNT Fine Arts Series. Black is most recognized for his 

comic commentary on VH1’s I Love the ’70s/’80s/’90s series and 

has starred in The State, Stella and Reno 911! For tickets, call 

940-369-7802 or visit www.thempac.com.

The College of Music presents Bedrich Smetana’s opera Prodana 

Nevesta (“The bartered bride”) in Czech with English subtitles 

in the Murchison’s Lyric Theater. Performances are Feb. 26 and  

28 and March 5 and 7, preceded by “In the Know” presentations.  

For tickets, visit www.thempac.com, and for the full College of 

Music schedule, visit www.music.unt.edu/calendar. 

The short life of the Vilna ghetto theatre, which operated in the 

Jewish ghetto during the Nazi occupation of Lithuania, is the sub-

ject of Joshua Sobol’s play Ghetto March 25-28 and March 30-April 

1 in the University Theatre. Box office hours are 1 to 5 p.m. weekly. 

For information and the full dance and theatre schedule, visit  

www.danceandtheatre.unt.edu or call 940-565-2428.

Visit calender.unt.edu for more upcoming events.

Kalin likens the research and 

her resulting report to “drawing 

without an eraser,” tracing the 

evolution of the teachers’ 

approach to teaching and artistic 

practices and preserving a record 

of their learning. She also 

considers the design of future 

pre-service and in-service 

programs to serve teachers as 

learners rather than teachers  

as teachers.

dance and Theatre

Urban Bush Women

Experience African American 

history and culture through a 

blend of dance, music and text 

when the Urban Bush Women 

visit campus Jan. 30 as part of 

UNT’s more than 100-year-old 

Fine Arts Series. 

Among the works the 

Brooklyn-based performance 

group has been performing this 

season are a piece referencing the 

late ’50s film noir television series 

Naked City; a dance celebrating 

beauty of all shapes, sizes and 

shades; and a work invoking the 

lives of rural African Americans 

in the South in the ’30s and ’40s, 

created in honor of the late 

choreographer Pearl Primus. 

The Denton performance is 

scheduled for 8 p.m. in the 

University Theatre in the Radio, 

TV, Film and Performing Arts 

Building. Call the University 

Union Information Center at 

940-565-3805 for ticket 

information.

Mad Men  
design

Inspired by the hit AMC 

television show Mad Men, 

set in the Madison Avenue 

advertising world of 1960s 

New York, UNT interior design senior Stephen Walsh created a mid-

century executive office suite that won first prize in a Teknion Student 

Design Competition. Walsh earned a trip to Toronto to discuss his 

winning design with product developers from Teknion, which designs 

and sells office furniture. 

He says he was particularly inspired by a Mad Men episode in 

which a character refers to nostalgia as “a twinge in your heart far more 

powerful than memory alone.”

“When I planned my design, I wasn’t trying to create mid-century 

furniture,” Walsh explains. “I was borrowing elements to create some-

thing new and fresh with a sense of nostalgia.”

Walsh works as an intern at Interprise Design in Addison and for 

the North Texas chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council. Visit 

northtexan.unt.edu/online for more about his design.

 
 

upcoming 
     events

U
B

W
 in N

aked City 
© A

yano H
isa

M
ic

ha
el

 C
le

m
en

ts



22  T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |  W i n t e r  2 0 0 9

His yearlong visit at UNT is  

supported by a Fulbright Scholar-

in-Residence grant written by 

Mary Karen Clardy (’80 D.M.A.), 

Regents Professor of music. 

During his stay, Srinivasan is 

presenting master classes and 

concerts at UNT and lecturing 

and performing at cultural 

events, elementary schools and 

other universities. He will 

present a concert in collaboration 

with UNT flutists at 6:30 p.m. 

April 20 in the Music Building’s 

Recital Hall and also will present 

a lecture and recital for UNT’s 

Emeritus College this spring.

Srinivasan identifies with an 

American art form familiar at 

UNT.

“Indian music is like jazz 

music in its elaboration of the 

melody,” he says. “You are free  

to explore.”

Television and film

UNT’s fem flicks 
Fem Flicks, a free series of 

documentary films focusing on 

women’s issues and presented by 

the women’s studies program and 

the UNT Media Library, 

continues in the spring semester. 

Documentaries to be shown 

include Beauty Academy of Kabul, 
which follows the opening of an 

American-style school for 

beauticians in Afghanistan, Jan. 27; 

Thin: Death by Eating Disorder, 
which tells the stories of four 

women in a residential treatment 

facility in Florida, Feb. 24; and 

Lake of Fire, which covers all sides 

of the abortion debate, March 31. 

Films are shown at 5:30 p.m. in 

Room 111C of Chilton Hall at the 

Mays will teach master classes, 

perform with faculty Feb. 23 at 

McDavid Studio in Fort Worth 

and perform with the One 

O’Clock Lab Band and faculty 

Feb. 25 at the Murchison 

Performing Arts Center. 

Mays, who began a musical 

alliance with guitarist Pat Metheny 

in 1977, has won 11 Grammy 

Awards with the Pat Metheny 

Group and been nominated four 

times for his own work. For more 

information, visit www.jazz.unt.edu.

Scholar-in-residence
UNT students are learning 

about creative artistry from a 

non-Western perspective through 

the residency of virtuoso flutist 

Surmani Srinivasan, an expert in 

both the Hindustani and 

Carnatic styles of Indian music. 

Music

guest artist Lyle Mays 

Award-winning pianist and 

composer Lyle Mays — who as a 

North Texas student composed or 

arranged all the selections on the 

One O’Clock Lab Band’s Grammy-

nominated Lab ’75 — will return 

to campus Feb. 22-25. 

Supported by the Glenn E. 

Gomez (’85) International Artists 

Endowment for Jazz Studies, 

southwest corner of Avenue C 

and Chestnut Street. A discussion 

follows each film. 

 

 visual arts

flap into the ’20s 

A free exhibition of 1920s 

clothing styles from the Texas 

Fashion Collection at UNT  

is on display through Dec. 18  

at Fashion on Main at the 

Universities Center at Dallas. 

“Painting the Town: 1920s High 

Style” features elegant beaded 

and sequined flapper dresses 

rarely shown due to their fragile 

condition. 

Also on display are beaded 

dresses from the private 

collection of Fort Worth vintage 

clothing collector Caralee Biery 

Smith, never-before-seen images 

of works from 1920s New York 

fashion designer Regina Kobler 

and four rare women’s pantsuits 

from Kobler’s personal wardrobe. 

Myra Walker is director and 

curator of the Texas Fashion 

Collection, which began in 1938 

when Stanley and Edward 

Marcus preserved examples of 

top designers’ works in honor of 

their aunt, Carrie Marcus 

Neiman. The collection came to 

campus as the Dallas Museum 

of Fashion in 1972 and now has 

more than 15,000 historic items. 

The exhibition is open from 

noon to 5 p.m. Thursdays and 

Croft in Europe    
Opéra Royal in the 

Château de Versailles in 

France re-opened this fall 

with the voice of Richard 

Croft, professor of music 

and internationally renowned tenor. Croft sang Mozart arias at the 

opera hall, which originally opened in 1770 to celebrate the 

wedding of the future Louis xVI to Marie Antoinette and later 

served as home to the senate. It was closed in 2007 for repairs and 

refurbishing. Croft’s performance occurred just before he began 

rehearsals at La Scala in Milan for Mozart’s Idomeneo, in which he 

sang the title role (above). Croft’s recording of Idomeneo with René 

Jacobs and the Freiburg Baroque Orchestra released on Harmonia 

Mundi in May has been named CD of the year by the German 

magazine Opernwelt.
A two-time Grammy nominee, Croft has served as a professor  

of voice at the College of Music since 2004. This season, he also 

takes on the role of Jupiter in a David McVicar production of 

Handel’s Semele at the Théâtre des Champs-Élysées in Paris and 

reprises Idomeneo as the centerpiece of the Mozarteum’s Mozart-

woche in Salzburg. 
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Since Nov. 3, 1969, award-winning campus 

radio station kNTU has been providing students 

with hands-on broadcast experience in program-

ming and production, announcing, sales and 

station administration. The station’s founders, 

managers, student staff and devoted listeners 

through the years gathered for its 40th anniversary 

Nov. 6 with music provided by the One O’Clock Lab Band. 

Recognized at the event were individuals instrumental in the station’s launch: the 

late Reginald Holland, then chair of the department of Speech and drama; Ted Colson, 

then head of the department’s radio, television and film division; and Bill Mercer (’66 

M.a.), the first general manager. Quite a bit has changed in 40 years. kNTU general 

manager Russ Campbell says the station was originally on the air from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 

with 20 to 25 student volunteers playing their own albums. It now broadcasts 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week, with 50 to 75 paid and volunteer student workers. at 100,000 

watts (up from its initial 250 watts), kNTU is the most powerful university station in the 

area. It began playing primarily jazz in 1984. 

Listen live at www.kntu.com.

88.1 on your fM dial

Fridays at 1901 Main St. in 

downtown Dallas. Call 214-752-

8151 for information.

arlington to Melbourne

Cowboys Stadium in 

Arlington and Monash Univer-

sity near Melbourne, Australia, 

are a few of the latest settings for 

the works of Annette Lawrence, 

professor of studio art. Her 

installation “Coin Toss” (above) is 

one of 14 contemporary art 

works commissioned for the new 

stadium. In the southeast VIP 

lobby, beginning 12 feet from the 

floor, steel cablewire creates a 

convex shape on one side and a 

concave shape on the other, 

alluding, Lawrence says, to the 

promising moment at the start of 

a game.  

Using a 2009 Dallas Museum 

of Art Dozier travel grant, 

Lawrence visited Australia this fall 

as an artist-in-residence with the 

Monash University Faculty of Art 

and Design. Visiting artists interact 

with students, present lectures and 

leave a work to become part of the 

Monash Faculty Collection. 

Lawrence created a video work, 

“Wind, A Drawing in Disguise,” 

the first piece in a project exploring 

the possibilities of time as it 

changes over the span of the globe. 

Works by Lawrence are on 

display at Dunn and Brown 

Contemporary in Dallas through 

Dec. 19 and in a solo exhibit Jan. 

16-March 14 at Old Dominion 

University in Norfolk, Va.

 

Creative connections

The work of Lesli Robertson 

(’06 M.F.A.), lecturer in studio art 

known for her culture-based fiber 

installation pieces, will be featured 

at the Dallas Museum of Art’s 

Center for Creative Connections 

beginning in January. The 

community response art project is 

the center’s first in conjunction 

with a single artist’s work. 

Incorporating small collages 

made by museum visitors and 

members of community groups, 

Robertson will weave strips of 

cloth for a larger textile-based 

installation. Written descriptions 

from the collage creators that tell 

how the materials in their works 

represent them will be projected 

onto a wall-sized loom in the 

center’s café area. 

Participants include visitors to 

the Cathedral Shrine of the 

Virgin of Guadalupe in the Dallas 

Arts District and faculty from the 

Booker T. Washington High 

School for the Performing and 

Visual Arts (the work of school- 

children is shown above). 

Robertson’s current work 

stems from her ongoing research 

of African culture, focusing on 

bark cloth from Uganda. 

 

KNTU students and staff celebrating the 
station’s anniversary are, front row, from left, 
Lindsay Barber, Christian Vang, Tyler Bouldin, 
Monique Bird, Drew Jacoy, Hollie Groos, Shawn 
Baker, Russ Campbell; and back row, from left, 
Trey Peart and Mark Lambert.
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Memories of living in Bruce Hall as music students are powerful for Sue Friesenhahn 
Croteau (’89) and Paul Croteau (’88), drawing them back to UNT through the years. 
Most recently, they traveled from San Antonio to re-create the 25th anniversary  
of their first date, which began in the residence hall’s lobby windowsill Oct. 1, 1984.

“This is a special place because we started our life together here,” Paul says.  
“The campus will always be home, pulling us back like a magnet.”

After they found their carved initials — “S & P” — in the wooden railing of the 
staircase and the front yard’s concrete border, Sue’s eyes welled with tears. 

“These pine trees were just babies when we were here, and now look at how tall 
they are,” she says.

UNT’s architecture and landscapes are integral elements of the university’s identity 
and history, often playing a role in the experiences of students, alumni, faculty, staff and 
community members and helping them form just as much of an emotional connection 
with the campus as with the people they meet. 

While the Croteaus’ memories remain timeless, the UNT campus continues to evolve 
to meet the needs of future generations. Enrollment has increased by more than 37 per-
cent in the last decade, reaching more than 36,000 students this fall, and the physical 
space for the UNT System’s flagship campus now stretches across several sites in Denton. 

“ This is a special 
place for us  
because we 
started our life 
together here.”

 —  Paul Croteau (’88), 
with his wife,  
Sue Friesenhahn 
Croteau (’89)

by  Randena Hulstrand
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This expansion has enabled the university to build on its rich 
traditions and interdisciplinary learning opportunities while 
still offering a welcoming environment. 

Smart growth 
University leaders have been methodical in efforts to incorpo-

rate history while developing a new round of state-of-the-art 
learning facilities that meet the needs of modern students. 

Following a carefully thought-out master plan, UNT is 
managing its growth while ensuring the campus of tomorrow 
offers students the best possible learning space, President 
Gretchen M. Bataille says. 

“If you look at America’s great public research universities, 
you’ll see that they have the three A’s in common: great acad- 
emics, great arts and great athletics. All are key to a vibrant 
university community and continued growth. And all require 
great facilities,” Bataille says. 

“At UNT, we are striving to be excellent in everything we do, 

and our facilities are an important part of achieving that.”
In all, the 119-year-old campus now has 165 buildings of 

traditional, post-traditional and contemporary design. These 
include 14 residence halls, the Mean Green Village with its 
Athletic Center and surrounding athletic fields, and a nearly 
290-acre Discovery Park research facility. The next facilities 
slated to open are the Life Sciences Building, the Business 
Leadership Building and the Mean Green’s future football 
stadium.

“UNT is an economic engine for the city,” says Linda Ratliff 
(’96), director of economic development for the city of Denton. 
“The university impacts Denton with the number of students, 
faculty and staff who spend money here. It’s the largest employer 
in the city. And it draws community members from the region 
to attend cultural and athletic events.” 

For example, the Murchison Performing Arts Center with its 
premier venues regularly hosts world-class performances by 
guest artists, faculty and students. The Rafes Urban Astronomy 

Buildings, campus create memorable environment 
for learning and experiencing life
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Center continues UNT’s decades-long practice of offering free 
stargazing to the public. And the Elm Fork Heritage Museum and 
Education Center welcomes 15,000 school-age children each year for 
field trips and science programs.

“We are beginning to see undergraduates in environmental science 
classes who first came to UNT on these field trips,” says Brian Wheeler 
(’97), assistant director of Elm Fork education.

UNT’s pledge to create an all-encompassing student experience 
requires an understanding that learning opportunities occur in many 
places. Every inch of campus — from a park bench near the restored 
fountain to a new building or laboratory — is designed to preserve 
the traditional UNT experience while ensuring that all students have 
the best possible environment.

Learning opportunities   
When Masters Hall, named for W.N. Masters, former head of 

the chemistry department, opened in 1950, the 58,000-square-foot 
building featured the latest technologies and lab space to accom-
modate a growing post-World War II student body.

Bill King (’51), a biology and chemistry major who went on to 
earn a degree from Northwestern University Medical School, 
remembers helping move in equipment and teaching the first lab 
in the new facility. 

“It included a big projector screen in the lecture hall for 
presentations. It was state-of-the-art for the times,” King says of 
the structure now being replaced by the new Life Sciences 
Building — another state-of-the-art facility. 

UNT’s continued commitment to cutting-edge research begins 
with space, which faculty researchers say is synonymous with 
creating opportunities. In 2003, UNT purchased a former Texas 
Instruments facility to create Discovery Park, now home to the 
College of Engineering and College of Information. 

The 500,000-square-foot facility is developing as a business 
incubator and research park, with a new clean room and a unique 
combination of high-powered microscopes that give faculty 
members the ability to conduct research leading to the creation 

“ UNT is an economic engine  
for the city.” 

  
 —  Linda Ratliff (’96), 

director of economic development  
for the city of Denton
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of stronger materials and smaller devices.
“We have talented faculty members and students partnering 

with industry leaders in many research arenas,” says Vish Prasad, 
vice president for research and economic development. “UNT  
is poised to take the lead in technology transfer, commercializa-
tion and incubation, which will give Discovery Park national and 
international visibility.”

Ratliff agrees.
“Future plans for Discovery Park will set Denton apart, because 

while some cities have a university, not many have research parks,” 
she says. “The city will be known as a leader in research and 
development.”

The university also recently added a $2.2 million centralized 
high-performance computing facility. One of the premier facilities 
of its kind, it will provide a 10-fold increase in computational 
power, attracting top faculty and grants and enhancing research. 

William Moen, associate professor of library and information 
sciences, and a team from the UNT libraries and the Department 
of History plan to use the facility for analyzing more than a million 
pages of digitized historical newspapers. 

“This resource will allow us to analyze patterns of the migra-
tions of ideas, people and diseases,” Moen says. “It will give 
historians a new way of looking at these things.”

In addition to new academic and research facilities, the 
university has added buildings that house services catering to 
student needs. In the past 15 years, UNT opened Chestnut 
Hall, the Eagle Student Services Center and the Pohl Recreation 
Center, as well as six new residence halls that paved the way for 
the creation of Sorority Row — seven connected houses, in- 
cluding two added this fall. UNT has 14 fraternity and sorority 
houses with about 350 residents. And across campus, more than 
5,500 students live in the various residence halls.

Page 26 Top left: Willis Library contains more than 6 million cataloged holdings. Bottom left: A rendering shows the Life Sciences Com-
plex, which will feature thousands of square feet of labs. Right: Celebrating the birthday of the University Union is an annual tradition.  
Page 27 Top: A rendering shows the new stadium, slated to open by fall 2011. Bottom, from left: College of Business Dean O. Finley Graves 
presents a model of the Business Leadership Building; the Environmental Education, Science and Technology Building was green before 
LEED certification existed; the Murchison Performing Arts Center features premier venues and talent.
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The Croteaus say they always will have fond memories of 
living on campus.

“We’ll always remember watching the Star Wars trilogy in the 
Lyceum, listening to jam sessions emanating from the Music 
Building and sledding down the parking lot after ice storms,” 
Paul says. “We bleed green. This is our house.”

Being green 
UNT’s newest construction projects are preserving the tradi-

tional campus experience while turning a page in the university’s 
history with sustainable building.

Last year, UNT became the first large public university in 
Texas to sign the American College and University Presidents 
Climate Commitment, promising to achieve at least LEED 
Silver certification on all new buildings. Already, the university 
is surpassing its own expectations. The new Life Sciences 
Building — targeted to open in June — is expected to achieve 
LEED Gold certification, along with the Business Leadership 
Building and new football stadium.

There’s no better building for UNT’s first LEED certified 
facility, says Art Goven, chair of the biology department. 

“By using an open lab concept with large bench research labs 
shared by multiple principal investigators and graduate students, 
the space itself will promote interaction and collaborative research 
projects,” Goven says. “But we’ve also taken advantage of every 
architectural and energy advancement. It just doesn’t get any 
better than this.”

The 87,000-square-foot building replaces Masters Hall. 
Connecting to the existing Biology Building to create the Life 
Sciences Complex, this $33.4 million modern research facility with 
shared equipment rooms, a roof-top greenhouse, fresh and salt 
water tanks, and 24,000 square feet of labs was thoughtfully 
planned to support UNT’s multidisciplinary research goals.  

It also will feature north-facing labs that use natural light, a 

20,000-gallon rainwater collection tank nearby to water 
surrounding shrubbery, and cost-effective lighting and vent 
hoods that cycle to rest mode to cut costs and lower the 
university’s carbon footprint. 

It was the topnotch research space that drew Pudur Jaga-
deeswaran, professor of biology, to UNT four years ago. His zebra 
fish gene mutation research has applications to the study of 
human diseases. While the current labs are the largest in Texas, 
the size of the tanks in the new building will make the UNT 
facility the largest among university labs in the nation. 

“Right now, my lab is a Toyota, but soon it will be a Cadillac,” 
he says. “It’s a fantastic thing. With more tanks, more genes can 
be identified.”

In addition to new environmentally friendly buildings, UNT 
will work toward achieving LEED certification for campus 
mainstays. 

“We have to strike a balance with what we’re trying to 
accomplish with new builds and existing buildings,” says Todd 
Spinks (’04, ’06 M.A., ’09 Ph.D.), director of UNT’s Office of 
Sustainability. “‘We Mean Green’ is more than a slogan here. We 
want to create a sustainable university for generations to come.”

 
Building partnerships

UNT’s facilities also are bridges to the outside world. The 
new 180,000-square-foot Business Leadership Building — 
slated for completion by June 2011 — will accommodate at 
least 8,000 students, giving the College of Business open spaces 
for interaction between students, faculty and industry leaders.

Designers have included a trading room, an atrium, an 
Internet café and numerous study and tutoring rooms designed 
for collaborative learning and community business partnerships. 
Faculty offices will not be organized by department but inter-
mingled to foster interdisciplinary research. In addition to 
videoconferencing capabilities, some graduate-level classrooms 

“ At UNT, we are striving to  
be excellent in everything 
we do, and our facilities  
are an important part of 
achieving that.”

 
 —  Gretchen M. Bataille, 

UNT president

    
    Discovery Park is UNT’s nearly 290-acre research facility, home to 

the College of Engineering and the College of Information.

Jo
na

th
an

 R
ey

no
ld

s



W i n t e r  2 0 0 9  |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  29

Honors Hall, the residence  
hall exclusively for Honors 
College students, opened  
in 2007. It features study 
rooms with library access, 
a computer lab and music 
practice rooms.
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will provide executive education for outside business. 
“The contemporary design is stunning but also completely 

functional. It encourages interdisciplinary study and outside 
business mentorship,” says O. Finley Graves, dean of the college. 
“It is a building that will greatly enhance the quality of business 
education at UNT.”

The new football stadium (learn more about the ground-
breaking on page 10) will provide another window into the 
university. Set to open in 2011, it will be the centerpiece of 
UNT’s Mean Green Village and will serve the entire North 
Texas region as a venue for outdoor concerts, community 
events, high school games and band competitions, in addition 
to hosting UNT games and events

Plans for the multi-purpose facility include increased 
tailgating space, capacity for about 30,000 fans, luxury suites, 
an amenity-filled club level, a Spirit Store and a Touchdown 
Terrace that will serve as a hospitality area for large groups. 

The stadium will replace 57-year-old Fouts Field and will  
be the first collegiate football stadium designed by award-winning 
HKS Inc. Architects, the firm that designed the new Dallas 
Cowboys stadium.

“I’ve waited for years to build a new stadium for the Mean 
Green,” says Jordan Case (’81), chair of the volunteer committee 
raising private donations for the facility and UNT Athletic 
Hall of Fame member. “Our new stadium will be a spectacular 
demonstration of UNT’s commitment to first-rate athletics.” 

More than buildings
UNT’s facilities are more than a set of buildings. A university 

should have meaningful places that symbolize the power of the 
institution, says Gloria Cox, dean of the Honors College who 
worked with architects to design Honors Hall in 2007. 

“A university without traditions is impoverished,” says Cox, 
adding that the college places a brick in the sidewalk at Honors 
Hall for each of its graduates. “This adds to the power of the place. 
It’s highly symbolic, and one day these graduates will bring their 
children and grandchildren to see their brick.” 

One of the older landmarks on campus, the Gazebo designed 
by O’Neal Ford, was a gift from the class of 1928. It stands 
between the Auditorium and Language buildings with its wrought- 
iron detail, a witness to years of memories.  

Understanding the importance of place, UNT has focused 
on creating student gathering places and spots for quiet re-  
flection such as the Shrader Pavilion, Goolsby Chapel and the 
Onstead Plaza and Promenade in the last decade.  

Freshman Torie Watson says she discovered a special place 
by the Art Building during her first week of school.  

“Sitting on a swing in the shade, I took in the trees, the  
dragonflies, a squirrel running by,” she says. “It was a peaceful 
spot where I could think. And I realized that’s a big part of 
college, having time to discover who you are and who you’re 
going to be.” 

 

Page 30 Clockwise from top left: Chestnut Hall houses the Student Health and Wellness Center and other services; students visit the Rafes 
Urban Astronomy Center; the Pohl Recreation Center is a 138,000-square-foot state-of-the-art facility; Sorority Row, a connected complex 
containing seven houses, includes two added this fall; students conduct research in the Chemistry Building, which opened in 2004; Legends 
Hall is one of the newest residence halls; the 47,000-square-foot Athletic Center houses training facilities, offices and meeting rooms.

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
UNT’s dramatic increase in physical space is 
providing state-of-the-art opportunities for 
students, faculty and the surrounding com-
munity. From the oldest building on campus 
to the latest facilities under construction, 
learn about new features and historical facts 
and see how the campus has grown and 
changed with our interactive Campus Map. 

 northtexan.unt.edu/online

Jonathan Reynolds
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Moving to Washington, 

d.C., 30 years ago was  

Lorraine C. Miller’s first 

step toward making a  

difference as a public servant.  

Now, many steps later, she  

keeps the u.s. House of  

representatives running.

L orraine C. Miller (’75) stepped 
outside on a warm August afternoon and 
listened as the loud speakers from the 
ceremony at Fouts Field announced the 
graduates. She cheered when her name  
was called, then went back inside to finish 
her shift at a Denton grocery store.

“The manager said he was short- 
handed and I couldn’t have the day off,” 
Miller says. 

By the time the Fort Worth native 
had worked her way through college, 
graduating with a degree in political 
science, it was evident that perseverance 
and dedication would define her life. 

In 2007, Miller was sworn in as the 
35th clerk of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives — the first African American and 
only the third woman to serve as a House 
officer. The clerk manages the day-to-day 
operations of the House and oversees 
nearly 300 people, from high school pages 
to computer support staff.

“It is truly an honor to serve in this 
nonpartisan position,” Miller says. “I do 
whatever it takes to keep the House 
members happy. My office does everything 
except put out the furniture and pay people.”

Miller says one of the biggest 
challenges of her job is to try to maintain 
the tradition of the office while bringing it 
into the 21st century. 

“Melding new technology into the 
procedures is a necessity,” Miller says. “But 
we want to do it in a way that allows the 

history and authenticity to be preserved.”
Before she became clerk, Miller 

served as senior advisor and director of 
intergovernmental relations for Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. She also worked for 
Speakers Jim Wright and Tom Foley.

It was while she worked for Pelosi that 
the door opened to serve as clerk. The 
speaker asked if Miller was interested in 
any of the open positions. 

“It was wonderful to get such a 
positive reaction from her,” Miller says. 
“And here I am today.”

Miller says she attended North Texas 
because it was known as the place to study 
politics. She fondly remembers the 
spirited football games.

“I was there when Mean Joe Greene 
played. The games were a lot of fun,”  
she says. 

Miller’s first job in Washington, D.C., 
was as an intern for the Maryland 
Legislature.

“Every day I drove by the avenue that 
had a full view of the Capitol,” Miller says. 
“I knew that was where I wanted to be.”

Soon, she decided to pursue her 
longtime dream of working for Wright. 
After receiving many computer-generated 
rejections, she asked her state representative 
and city councilman if they would write 
letters of recommendation. 

“They told me they’d do better than 
that,” Miller says. “They called and gave 
personal references. That’s how I got my 
foot in the door.”

Miller works long hours on the Hill, 
but says being a public servant is rewarding.

“At the end of the day, if I can look at 
the dome and feel I’ve helped move the 
ball down the field, then I feel good and 
know I’ve made a difference.” 

by Mellina Stucky lorraine 
 C. miller
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Q 
and 
A

Lorraine C. 
Miller (’75)
Washington, d.C.

What i’m reading: 

Booker T. Washington by 

Raymond W. Smock and The 

Education of an American 

Dreamer by Peter g. Peterson

Superhero i’d most like  

to be:  

My godmother, Hazel Harvey 

Peace, who dedicated her 108 

years of life to education

definition of success:  

To be able to look at myself in the 

mirror and like what I see 

 

memorable job offer:  

The offer from Speaker Jim Wright 

came while he and I were eating. 

I was broke. I had 65 cents to my 

name, so I ordered a salad. Mr. 

Wright asked if that was all I wanted 

and I said I was dieting. When he 

commented that he was happy I 

would be coming to work with him, 

I almost choked on my lettuce. 

What i like most about  

living in d.C.: 

Seeing the Capitol every day. It 

has a glow. It’s magical. 

visit northtexan.unt.edu
to read more of Miller’s 

answers. 

Susana Raab 



Packed full of friends and fun, October’s Homecoming had 
the university and surrounding community gathering in fierce 
Mean Green style. The Golden Eagles brought 1959 to life  
while Delta Gamma and Kappa Delta celebrated new homes  
on Sorority Row. Alumni groups — from the Green Jackets to 
the Geezles, jazz alums and the Aces of Collegeland — congre-
gated and enjoyed music, dancing and reminiscing. This year’s 
theme — Wild With Pride — had crowds roaring at the bonfire, 
yell contest, parade, tailgating and game. 

Find out where the wild things were and share  
your own wild Homecoming experience at  
northtexan.unt.edu/homecoming.

Homecoming 2009  
unleashes the Mean Green  

spirit as alums return  
to their natural habitat.

wild with Pride
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Left: Maple Hall residents get rowdy for the 

Spirit March. Right: The Homecoming crowd 

cheers on the Mean green.  

Middle row: From left, Darius Carey heads for 

the end zone (he had two touchdowns in  

the 44-40 loss to Florida Atlantic); student 

tailgaters cook up some jazz before the game 

(top); officials welcome two new houses to 

Sorority Row (bottom); a couple enjoys  

the glow of the bonfire.  

Bottom row: From left, the Aces of Collegeland 

bring back memories for the Floyd graham 

Society; Mean green spirit catches fire; alums 

jam in The Syndicate (with special guest Denis 

DiBlasio, former musical director of the  

Maynard Ferguson Band, on baritone sax).

Venessa M
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Blythe Beck (’01) IS A CHEF ON A MISSION. HER GOAL 

is to bring her “naughty” cuisine — so dubbed because it’s made with 

love and decadent ingredients like cream and beer — to the world. As 

the star of The Naughty Kitchen With Chef Blythe Beck, a hit reality 

series on the Oxygen network, she’s close to reaching her goal. The 

series is filmed at the Palomar Hotel’s Central 214 restaurant in Dallas, 

where Beck is executive chef. 

Today, the hospitality management graduate credits UNT and its 

student-run restaurant for teaching her perseverance. 

“I knew if I just kept going, I could get there, and I learned that  

at UNT.” 

 i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n 

| Connecting With friends p /  37

| upcoming alumni Gatherings p /  38 

| Legacy families p /  40 

| Golden Memories p /  41

| friends We’ll Miss p /  45

 
 Nest

NaUgHTY IN  
THE kITCHEN

Blythe Beck (’01) shares her “new american sexy cooking” 

secrets on Oxygen’s Naughty Kitchen.

Get to know Blythe and learn her favorite cooking tip 

and naughty ingredients at northtexan.unt.edu/online.
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 C O N N E C T I N g  W I T H  friends

1929 

francis stroup, dekalb, Ill. :: 

who wrote the UNT fight song 

“Fight, North Texas,” celebrated 

his 100th birthday in September. 

Attending the party were family 

from California, Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and 

Vermont, including seven 

great-grandchildren. 

1945 

Julia Carolyn Bailey Bahler 
Hautzenroeder, st. Joseph, 
Mo. :: celebrated her 90th 

birthday in August. She was 

married to Sgt. Ralph W. Bahler 

for 58 years before his death. In 

December, she and Edmond 

Gilbert Hautzenroeder are 

celebrating their fifth wedding 

anniversary. She is a former 

school teacher and remains 

involved in her church and 

community.

 

Elementary School in the 

Mesquite ISD. Don began 

teaching math at Mesquite’s 

Wilkinson Middle School in 

1962 and also worked in the 

district as registrar, principal and 

instructional officer. He retired 

in 1997 as associate superinten-

dent for business services. He 

and his wife, Mary Torrence 
achziger (’63), have two 

children and five grandchildren.

1963

shia-ling Liu (ed.d.), 
Menifee, Calif. :: has published 

Political Philosophy, Educational 
Theory and Triangle Sino-Amer-
ican Relations (Cambodia Daily 

Press). He retired as a professor 

of political science and chair of 

the Department of Social and 

Behavioral Sciences at Fayette-

ville State University in North 

Carolina in 1992. 

 

1967

sara Jane 
Isaacs 
(M.ed.), 
sherman :: 
who retired 

from the Plano ISD in 1986 

after 30 years as an educator, is 

the namesake of Plano’s new Sara 

Isaacs Early Childhood School. 

She began her Plano career in 

1963 as a third-grade teacher and 

became the first female adminis-

trator and first female principal 

1953

 C. dean 
davis, 
austin :: 
a former 

UNT regent 

and the founder of Davis & 

Davis, one of the leading health 

care and litigation law firms in 

Texas, broadened the firm’s 

ownership and re-branded it 

Davis Fuller Jackson Keene this 

fall. He has served as managing 

shareholder and senior counsel of 

Davis & Davis for more than 45 

years and continues as senior 

managing shareholder of DFJK. 

1957

seagal v. 
Wheatley, 
san antonio :: 
a partner in 

the San 

Antonio office of Jackson Walker 

LLP, has been named a 2009 

Texas Super Lawyer by Texas 
Monthly magazine. The list 

includes only 5 percent of 

lawyers in Texas.

 
1962 

donald H. 
achziger 
(’63 M.ed.), 
Hideaway :: 
is the name- 

sake of the new Don Achziger 

keep up with the latest developments in the uNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on 
page 5). Members of the uNT alumni association 
are designated with a .

Family Weekend in 
September was great, 
with alumni, students, 
parents and community 
people attending. Here  
is one of the many  
photos we took. 
— Michael Davidson 
(’65, ’67 M.Ed.), Hurst

send your photos to northtexan@unt.edu.

             Read more, share comments and connect with friends at 

northtexan.unt.edu.
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Join us feb. 27!  
emerald Ball at Cowboys stadium

One Cowboys Parkway in Arlington, Texas
Cocktails and silent auction begin at 6 p.m. 
Seated dinner begins at 7 p.m. 
Dance to the Emerald City band until midnight.
 
The Emerald Ball, UNT’s annual fundraising event to support 
scholarships for Emerald Eagle Scholars, is a black tie event. The 
Emerald Eagle Scholars program provides guaranteed tuition and 
fees to academically talented students from economically 
challenged families.

For more information, please contact Karen Selby at 940-565-3480 
or karen.selby@unt.edu. To purchase table sponsorships, please 
contact Patricia King at 940-565-3687 or patricia.king@unt.edu. 
RSVP by Feb. 8.

          www.unt.edu/emeraldball

in the district. She also initiated 

the first public school kindergar-

ten program in Plano. She and 

her husband, Edward, have two 

sons and seven grandchildren. 

 

The Rev. 
albert C. 
Louapre 
(M.ed.), 
atlanta,  

Ga. :: graduated with a master’s 

in secondary administration to 

aid him in his then-role as princi-

pal of Jesuit College Preparatory 

School in Dallas. He now works 

at the Jesuit Retreat Center 

at Ignatius House in Atlanta, 

providing spiritual direction and 

giving retreats. 

 

1968
 

Mike  
McCurley, 
dallas :: was 

listed among 

the top family 

law attorneys in the nation in the 

2010 edition of The Best Lawyers 
in America. He is a partner with 

McCurley Orsinger McCurley 

Nelson & Downing, which was 

recognized as Dallas’ top family 

law firm in the annual list. 

 

1970

Joseph L. Cacibauda 
(M.M.ed.), sparks, Nev. :: says 

he was fortunate to attend North 

Texas while Leon Breeden was 

the lab bands director. He is an 

elementary teacher, married with 

two sons, and the author of After 
Laughing Comes Crying (Legas 

Press). The book tells the story 

of his paternal grandfather who 

came from Sicily to Louisiana in 

the late 1800s.  

 
1972

aaron 
Bonds,  
Corpus 
Christi ::
was inducted 

into the Alice Coyote Athletic 

Hall of Honor in October. A 

linebacker for William Adams 

High School in Alice, he was 

named All-State in 1968 and 

played football at Tyler Junior 

College before coming to play 

for North Texas in 1970. He is 

the coordinator for Agua Dulce’s 

Project Real-Time, an after-

school tutoring program, and an 

independent marketing director 

for Team National. 

 

1977

scott Gehman, Houston :: 
who studied music at North Texas 

from 1975 to 1977, is a composer, 

an audio engineer and the chair 

of Houston Community College’s 

audio recording and film making 

department. His musical, The 
Legend of Yin and Yang, is being 

revived this fall with performances 

in Houston and Shenzhen, China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1978
 

doyle 
Walker 
(M.ed.),  
Plano :: was 

a high school 

principal in Plano for 20 years 

and for the last 19 years has 

worked with Jostens. He and his 

wife, Cathy, celebrated their 40th 

wedding anniversary this year 

and have their first grandchild. 

Doyle also has written his second 

children’s book, The Misadven-
tures of Belle & Chloe (Wild Icon 

Publishing Group). 

 

 

 

1979
 

stacy riggs 
Brandom, 
New york, 
N.y. :: was 

named chief 

financial officer and executive vice 

president of Trinity Wall Street. 

She will oversee the Episcopal 

parish’s offices of corporate 

controller, real estate, investments, 

human resources, information  

systems and facilities, as well as 

the Trinity Conference Center. 

She was previously with Citi 

Smith Barney and JPMorgan 

Chase. 

 

eagles’  Nest
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Music as service

World music specialist, writer, teacher and vocalist Carla 
Moreno (’97, ’01 M.M.Ed.) moved to Seattle to explore her musical 

options and found far more than she expected. Moreno was selected as 

a fellow in the newly launched MusicianCorps, a domestic “musical Peace 

Corps” intent on using music for public good. 

In its pilot year, the MusicianCorps — formed by the nonprofit 

organization Music National Service, in conjunction with the federal Serve 

America Act — has assigned 21 teaching musicians to full-time work in 

schools, hospitals, recreation centers and other high-need areas in 

Chicago, New Orleans, San Francisco and Seattle. The program encourages 

civic engagement and helps develop musicianship and creative skills.

“The program is the perfect embodiment of my own personal values,” 

Moreno says. “It not only teaches music’s life lessons, but it also creates 

sustainable goodwill in communities.”

 Moreno — who has done musical work in Ghana, Brazil and 

Honduras, among other countries — is assigned to Seattle’s Low Income 

Housing Institute. She leads an after-school program for children and 

adults, celebrating the cultures of the largely immigrant community 

through music exchanges and performances. 

“Music empowers you with important life skills such as team work 

and commitment,” she says. “But more importantly, it’s a conduit to the 

human soul.”

A jazz singer who considered opera, Moreno transferred to UNT in 

1993 and decided to go into teaching. In addition to the after-school 

program, her MusicianCorps work requires other service and training. 

“I think the most important part of being a musician is being of 

service, not just providing a service,” Moreno says. “Everyone can serve, 

and everyone deserves music.”  

russell 
Ingram 
(M.ed.), 
dallas :: was 

inducted into 

the Garland Sports Hall of Fame 

in September. At South Garland 

High School, he was All-District 

and All-Metropolitan Dallas in 

football and a regional champ in 

the discus. He played football 

at Texas Tech, where he was 

All-Southwest Conference and 

captain of the 1972 team. He was 

a ninth-round draft pick of the 

Atlanta Falcons in 1973. He lives 

in Dallas with his wife, Kerri.  

 

1980
 

Nova adamson, Little rock, 
ark. :: relocated from Austin to 

Little Rock to join Pioneer 

Distributing as business manager 

and accounting manager. She 

teaches graduate classes for the 

University of Arkansas School of 

Operations Management and the 

Webster University Metropolitan 

Campus.  

 

rudolph ‘rudy’ Phillips, 
Highland village :: who played 

football for North Texas from 

1977 to 1980, was inducted into 

the Canadian Football Hall of 

Fame this year. The award-win-

ning offensive guard played for the 

Ottawa Rough Riders, Edmonton 

Eskimos and Calgary Stampeders 

from 1981 to 1988. He played in 

three Grey Cups, winning with 

Edmonton in 1987.

 

 

 

1982

Jim Watson (M.ed., ’87 
Ph.d.), edmond, okla. :: 
won the American Institute  

of Graphic Arts Fellow award. 

He also won the Golden Apple 

— Outstanding Educator of the 

Year from the Dallas Society of 

Visual Communications. The 

award is based on nomination 

essays from students submitted  

at the National Student Design 

Show and Conference.

1983
 

George 
Gierisch, 
Trophy 
Club :: joined 

Woodhaven 

Bank as a senior vice president of 

lending at its northeast Tarrant 

County location. 

 

Jan roche scoggins, dallas :: 
is the new development direc-

tor for the Lupus Foundation 

of America, primarily for its 

“Walk for Lupus Now” fund-

raising event. Involved in event 

fundraising for nonprofits for 

more than 20 years, she says 

past events range “from the 

good (walks, runs, galas and 

golf ) to the bad (a Jigglin’ Jello 

Slide) and the ugly (a ‘Spama-

rama’ Cookoff ).” 

 

1985 

Leslie english Mason,  
dallas :: joined the Las Colinas 

office of PeopleLogics, a profes-
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Matthews family honored with inaugural award

Members of the J.C. Matthews family were honored with the inaugural 

generations of Excellence Award at the President’s Breakfast Sept. 26  

during Family Weekend. 

Kenneth Matthews (’65), the youngest son of former North Texas Presi-

dent J.C. Matthews (’25), accepted the award from President gretchen M. 

Bataille on behalf of the family. 

“We all have great pride and love for this university,” he said. 

The legacy award recognizes families with many members who have  

attended or graduated from the university, who have demonstrated the 

value of family in their individual and collective lives, and who have provided 

extraordinary service to and advocacy for UNT. 

J.C. Matthews began his life at North Texas as a student in 1920 and met 

his future wife, classmate Rena Mae Waggoner (’25). He became director of 

the Demonstration School and was the first dean of education and later  

vice president.

In 1952, he became the university’s eighth president and served 16 

years, raising his three children in the President’s House. Matthews’ 

legacy includes overseeing North Texas’ peaceful racial desegregation and 

sustaining a passion for education in his children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. 

Members of the family who have attended North Texas include his 

grandson, Jim Laney (’79, ’82 M.Ed.), professor and assistant chair for initial 

certification in UNT’s Department of Teacher Education and Administration. 

Read more about the Matthews family and other North Texas 

legacy families at northtexan.unt.edu/family-tradition.

Legacy families

Members of the J.C. Matthews family gathered with President Gretchen  
M. Bataille in the Alumni Center before receiving the Generations  
of Excellence Award.

sional services staffing firm, as 

the vice president of client ser-

vices. She is an active member 

of the Dallas-Fort Worth Texas 

Recruiters Network and an 

experienced public speaker. 

 

1987 

susan Lyle 
dodia,  
Plano :: 
started The 

Project Coach, 

specializing in coaching and 

developing project management 

teams and competencies. She be-

came a certified mediator in Texas 

in October and is completing a 

master’s in dispute resolution and 

conflict management at SMU. 

 

Paul T. Hebda (Ph.d.), anchor-
age, alaska :: was promoted to 

hearing office chief administra-

tive law judge for the new Social 

Security Administration Office 

of Disability Adjudication and 

Review in Anchorage. Previ-

ously, he worked in the Spokane, 

Baltimore and Birmingham  

offices following 10 years in 

private law practice in the Dallas-

Fort Worth area. 

 

1988 
 

angela Navarrete, fresno, 
Calif. :: is a vice president and 

general manager of Univision 

Radio, with offices in Fresno and 

in Las Vegas, Nev.  

 

 

 

1989 

victor e. dike (M.s.), sacra-
mento, Calif. :: wrote Leadership 
Without a Moral Purpose: A Criti-
cal Analysis of Nigerian Politics 
and Administration (BookSurge 

Publishing). He is CEO and 

founder of the Center for Social 

Justice and Human Development 

and an adjunct professor at the 

National University’s Sacramento 

Center. 

  

1990 

victor  
sower 
(Ph.d.), 
Huntsville ::

 retired from 

the faculty of Sam Houston State 

University. He was named a  

Distinguished Professor Emeritus 

of management. 

 

1991
 

fred Moore, arlington :: who 

attended UNT from 1990 to 

1991, was named design director 

for KDAF Channel 33 News in 

Dallas and has been responsible 

for the redesign of the station’s 

on-air look. He returned home 

to the area last year with his wife, 

krista villarreal Moore (’98 
M.B.a.), and daughter, Abigail, 

after four years in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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g O L d E N Memories

One of the most memorable experi-
ences at North Texas was the calling out 
ceremony for the Green Jackets. In 
March 1956, the members came and 
sang songs and called out each person 
who had been selected to go through 
initiation. We were so proud to be part 
of such a prestigious organization. Since 
my sister, mother and aunt were all 
Green Jackets, it was really important to 
me to follow their lead. 

— Mary sue Gay vantrease (’59, 
’64 M.S.), Wichita Falls

I lived all three years of my college 
career in Terrill Hall. My room and board  

was $74.50 a month. My spending 
money was the cash I had left after I paid 
the room and board. Curfew was at 
10:50 p.m.

— Jean Carey Hensley (’59), 
Mineral Wells

During the fall of 1956, I happened to 
walk in the UB (Union Building) and saw 
about six freshmen in their green beanies 
and decided to meet them. Little did I 
know that nearly a year later, one of them, 
Carol Currie (’65), would become my 
wife. We were both music education ma-
jors. And ever since, we have been making 
beautiful music together. 

— Woody schober (’59), Irving

During my freshman year in 1955-
56, I lived at home with my parents 
north of Denton. I would leave at 7:45 
a.m. and be at class at 8 a.m. I could 
park right in front of the building. By 
the time I was a senior, I had to park 
several blocks from class. But some 
things changed for the better. In 1957, I 
had a history course in the new adminis-
tration building and was impressed to 
have an air-conditioned room. 

— Melvin Haisler (’59), Denton

One of my most memorable and 
amusing incidents was having a water fight 
on the third floor of Bruce Hall and being 
sent to have a reprimand from dean 
Imogene Bentley. She threatened us with 
being “campused” (or restricted to the dorm 
when we weren’t in class). One of my 
favorite memories was dancing at the UB 
on Thursday afternoons doing “the Push.”

— shirley fielder Greenfield (’59), 
Irving

I met my wife in a social dance class. 
On the first day, we had to line up by 
height to establish dance partners, and 
across from me was this tall good-look-
ing blonde named sue seely (’60). 
Reflecting back on those days, it seems 
most of us were from working-class 
families and small towns, with many of 
us the first in our family to go to college. 
Thanks to the sacrifices of our parents, 
the university’s great learning and 
nurturing environment, and our 
contributions, most of us were changed 
for the better. 

— Henry Hays (’59, ’60 M.B.A.), retired 
dean of the College of Business, Denton 

CELEBRATING  
50 yEARS

More than 50 members of the class  

of 1959 gathered on campus for  

the annual Golden Eagles luncheon 

during Homecoming weekend. Below 

are a few of their memories. Visit 

northtexan.unt.edu/homecoming for 

additional Homecoming coverage.

Jonathan Reynolds
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senior Hall of famer 

Earning more than 100 gold medals in track and field events for the 

Senior Olympics isn’t all Helen denman Beauchamp (’41) can, 

literally, kick up her heels about. 

a plucky 90-year-old grandmother of 11, she treasures photos of her 

offspring wearing T-shirts that read “Yellin’ for Helen — go granny go,” 

and gives her medals to them for their own accomplishments. She says  

her sister, olie Heflin (’48), is her biggest cheerleader. 

Beauchamp ran track and played softball in high school. She began 

participating in the Senior Olympics in the early 1990s and today holds  

national and world records for women ages 85-89 in shot put, discus, 

javelin, long jump, high jump, triple jump and the hammer throw. She  

was inducted into the Mississippi Senior Olympics Hall of fame in 2008.

a challenge seeker, she was reported in 1951 to be the first woman 

on record to kill a bear in Colorado. In her late 60s, she climbed Mount 

LeConte, the third highest peak in the Smoky Mountains.

“I believe in doing my best in everything I do, not just sports,” she 

says. “It’s my moral obligation and a key to life’s real meaning.”

She says she has “experienced great joy” in her lifelong work with the 

Primitive Baptist Church — June 2009 marked the 56th year of  

Harmony Hill Singing School, which she helped establish in azle.

at North Texas, she was a health and physical education major and a 

green Jacket. She says her professors, especially gym teacher Beulah  

Harriss, encouraged her to develop a solid foundation.  

“They inspired me to study and know what that would do for me in all 

areas of my life,” she says. 

“I was blessed to be born with a strong body and I’m trying to take  

care of it.”

— Randena Hulstrand

 

1992 
 

andrew 
Cain,  
Columbia,  
s.C. :: was 

named direc-

tor of community relations and 

development for cancer services 

at the Palmetto Health Founda-

tion in Columbia. He joined 

Palmetto after 17 years in the 

health care, building products 

and advertising industries.  

 
1993 
 
Michelle arnott Prince 
Mckinney :: wrote the book 

Winning in Life Now: How To 
Break Through To a Happier You 
(Performance Publishing).  Mi-

chelle launched her professional 

career in the sales division of the 

Zig Ziglar Corp. At UNT, she 

was president of Chi Omega. 

 

1996 
 
Michelle Bragg (M.s.), 
Merrifield, va :: was named 

assistant professor of health 

policy and public health at the 

University of the Sciences in 

Philadelphia. She previously had 

research appointments at Penn 

State University and Wellesley 

College and was director of the 

Leadership Institute for Public 

Service for the Congressional 

Black Congress Foundation Inc. 

 

 

 

 

1997 
 

Craig 
Woodcook 
(’01 M.s.), 
keller :: was 

selected to 

head the Chairman’s Task Force 

for the State Fair of Texas. He has 

served on the group since 1998. 

Craig is corporate counsel for 

Ben E. Keith Co. He and his wife, 

Micah Coleman Woodcook, 
who is attending UNT, have a 

13-year-old daughter, Marlee. 

Craig’s father, allan Woodcook 

(’69), also is a UNT alum. 

 
1998 
 

Holly friedman, addison :: 

who earned her J.D. degree from 

South Texas College of Law in 

2005, has opened her own law 

practice in Dallas. The Friedman 

Firm PLLC handles family law 

and general civil litigation cases. 

 

Toby 
osburn 
(M.ed., ’08 
ed.d.), Lake 
Charles, La. :: 

was appointed as an instructor 

with the Academy of Counter-

Terrorist Education National 

Center for Biomedical Research 

and Training at Louisiana State 

University. He is dean of student 

services at McNeese State Uni-

versity and a licensed professional 

counselor in private practice. 
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1999 
 
erin Balint Hogue,  
southlake :: was elected a 

province director of chapters for 

Kappa Kappa Gamma. She  

also works as a buyer at The 

Container Store. She is married 

to kyle Hogue (’96, ’02 M.P.A.).

 
 
 
 
 
 

2001 
 

elizabeth 
Leggieri 
Bolt,  
Houston 
:: joined 

the international law firm of 

Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP in 

its Houston office. She is an as-

sociate in the business litigation 

section, focusing on employment 

litigation. Elizabeth previ-

ously served as law clerk to U.S. 

District Judge David Hittner. 

At UNT, she was a member of 

NT40 and Chi Omega. 

 

2002 
 

sarah 
Broom,  
New york,  
N.y. :: is execu-

tive director of 

Village Health Works, a nonprofit 

organization with offices in New 

York that brings health care to the 

impoverished people of Burundi in 

Central East Africa. She lived for 

a year in Burundi, developing 

programming at independent radio 

station Radio Publique Africaine. 

 

alison austin fourtner, 
dallas :: started a business 

in December 2008 as a State  

Farm agent in downtown Dallas 

providing insurance and 

financial services.  

2003 

Chad Bennett, oklahoma 
City, okla. :: is the vice presi-

dent of operations at Infinity 

MedStaff, a nationwide staffing 

 Inspired by the alumni and friends who give to the Annual Phone-a-thon, a group of Call Mean 

green students decided to donate to the university themselves. In turn, President gretchen M. Bataille 

was inspired to reward the students’ generosity by doubling their donation.

 “I wanted to personally acknowledge these students for their generous gift to the university,” 

Bataille says. “Students often don’t have much money, but this group knows that every dollar counts 

and they gave what they could. I felt it was important to thank them in kind for both their gift and their 

ongoing effort to increase the support our university receives.”

 Call Mean green, which is sponsored by UNT’s Division of Advancement, is a year-round phone-a-thon to raise money for UNT 

programs, scholarships, student research, equipment acquisition and faculty development. A team of 45 UNT students makes calls five 

nights a week to reach out to alumni and university friends. The students don’t just ask for contributions, but also work to update 

contact information and offer alumni the chance to talk and reminisce about their time on campus. Nineteen of this year’s callers are 

scholarship recipients and many are first-generation college students. 

 “Last year, the phone-a-thon had a banner year, raising almost twice as much as any previous year,” says Meredith Blair (’08), 

director of annual giving, adding that in 2008-09 callers raised more than $400,000. “The students’ work and these donations help 

make higher education more accessible to everyone.” 

 Senior Farrah Penn, a third-year Emerald Eagle Scholar, says she’s thankful for her own scholarship and is happy to have the 

opportunity to tell alumni about the importance of helping other students. 

 “It’s more than work,” she says. “It’s about being proud and feeling school spirit.”

Students donate to scholarship fund,  
Bataille matches gift
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firm that works with hospitals, 

nursing homes, clinics and gov-

ernment facilities.

 
Carlos a. Merrell, Waco :: is 

the full-time recreation thera-

pist for the blind rehabilitation 

unit at the Waco Veterans 

Medical Center.  

 

2004 
 
Lyndsay Levingston,  
Houston :: joined the Fox 23 

news team in Tulsa, Okla., as  

a reporter in July. She previ-

ously worked in Houston as a 

reporter trainee for the city’s 

NBC affiliate, KPRC Local 2, 

and as an associate producer for 

KRIV Fox 26.

 
2005 

erin fleming, Plano :: 
received her master’s degree in 

teacher leadership from Lamar 

University in Beaumont. She is 

teaching fourth grade in Plano.

 
2006 
 
James ‘Beau’ Cain (M.s.), 
Monterrey, Nuevo Leon,  
Mexico :: has taught at the 

American School Foundation of 

Monterrey for 12 years, the last 

seven as the secondary campus 

librarian. This fall, he made 

presentations at the American 

Schools of Mexico librarians 

conference in Mexico City and 

annual director’s meeting in 

Pachuca. 

 

 

Theresa Neil (M.B.a.), aus-
tin :: a user interface design spe-

cialist, co-wrote Designing Web 
Interfaces: Principles and Patterns 
for Rich Interactions (O’Reilly 

Media). She has been building 

her consulting business since 

2005, guiding companies such 

as PayPal, Move.com and PBS to 

create leading-edge designs. 

 

Isabel 
alvarado 
reed,  
dallas :: 
co-founded 

No Excuses Introductions 

and Concierge with Monika 
khairkhah (’03). Their 

company specializes in making 

introductions, such as matching 

singles with singles or entrepre-

neurs with investors, and offers 

concierge services. At UNT, 

Isabel (left) was a member of 

Zeta Tau Alpha and worked in 

student development. Monika 

studied broadcast journalism and 

political science. 

 

2009 
 
sarah Williams (M.f.a.), 
Brookfield, Mo. :: exhibited oil 

paintings from her Night Series 

in Sarah Williams: Night Vision at 

Marty Walker Gallery in Dallas 

this fall. She also has exhibited at 

500x, where she is a member. 

➺  A Yahoo! News article from Business Week online quoted 

Terry Clower (’92 M.S., ’97 Ph.D.), director of UNT’s 

Center for Economic Development and Research and 

associate professor of applied economics. The Oct. 23 

article about the U.S. metro areas least affected by the 

recession pointed out that seven of the top 10 are in 

Texas. “It’s perceived as a low-cost place to do business,” 

Clower says. “Because housing is affordable, the wage 

rates reflect that.”

➺  The Los Angeles Times music blog “Pop & Hiss” credited 

Denton’s Brave Combo, founded by Carl finch (’75, 

’79 M.F.A.), for inspiring one of the tracks on Bob Dylan’s 

new album, Christmas in the Heart. According to the Oct. 

1 post, “Dylan seems to 

be offering up an astute 

exploration of the roots of 

holiday music. … His 

version of ‘Must Be 

Santa,’ with David 

Hidalgo squeezing 

reindeer-quick accordion, 

is directly inspired by the arrangement that Texas 

rock-polka group Brave Combo created on its 1991 gem of 

a seasonal album, It’s Christmas, Man!” Brave Combo 

also includes Jeffrey Barnes and former UNT students 

arjuna Contreras, danny o’Brien and steve 
Carter (’77), a.k.a. Little Jack Melody.

➺ An Associated Press story about the UNT libraries’  

  CyberCemetery made headlines around the country  

  Sept. 14. Cathy Nelson Hartman (’67, ’91 M.S.),  

  assistant dean of libraries, and starr Hoffman (’04  

  M.A., ’06 M.S.), librarian for digital collections,  

  discussed the online depository that preserves defunct  

  government web sites in their final form. Some sites  

  from the Bush administration are due up in February at  

  govinfo.library.unt.edu.

. . . . . . I N  T H E  / /  News
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 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

uNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. When members of  
the eagle family pass, they are remembered and 
their spirit lives on. send information about deaths 
to The North Texan (see contact information on 
page 7).  

  Read more, write memorials and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

 
1930s

James ‘durwood’ Hayes, 
Gunter :: He attended North 

Texas from 1937 to 1939 and 

worked in the Dallas Daily 
Times-Herald photography 

department before joining the 

U.S. Army Air Force in 1943. He 

returned to the Times-Herald after 

the war and won awards for his 

work. In the 1950s, he opened a 

photography studio and estab- 

lished the Richardson News. At 

North Texas, he was a member 

of the Camera Club and Beta 

Alpha Rho Beta. 

 
1940s
 
edythe osborne kirtley 
(’40), shawnee, okla. :: She 

earned her bachelor’s degree 

from North Texas in business 

education.

Crillon Payne (’40, ’51 
M.ed.), denton :: He played 

football and track on scholarship 

at North Texas for two years, serving 

as captain of the track team his 

senior year. He was in the U.S. Navy 

from 1942 to 1946. After teaching 

and coaching, he served the Denton 

ISD as assistant superintendent for 

business affairs for 26 years until his 

retirement in 1981.

Myrtle B. Harris Long (’42), 
Bastrop :: She taught in rural 

schools and attended North Texas 

in the summers until finishing her 

degree. She taught in the Mirando 

City, Duncanville, Robstown and 

Bastrop ISDs, retiring in 1973.

Myrtle Neale Nall Marino 
(’43), denton :: She was the first 

director of the Head Start 

program in Denton and also 

taught in Little Elm and Coppell. 

She was a member of the UNT 

President’s Council and, as a 

student, was a member of the 

Green Jackets, the Current 

Literature Club and the Press 

Club. Memorials may be made in 

her name to the UNT Foundation 

(see contact information, page 47).

Nancy McMahan farmer 
(’44), Gwynedd, Pa :: She was a 

longtime supporter of the arts in 

the Philadelphia area. 

Mildred Louise fowler 
McLendon (’44), san antonio :: 
She taught first grade for 45 years 

when she retired from the 

Northeast ISD in 1988 and also 

served in children’s Sunday school 

leadership roles at Trinity Baptist 

Church. She had received 

numerous teaching awards. 

Tina Taylor Larimer (’45, 
’54 M.H.P.ed.r.), dallas :: At 

North Texas, she was a Green 

Jacket and a member of Delta Psi 

Kappa. She taught physical 

education and coached more than 

50 years. She was married to the 

late Harold Larimer (’46). 

Survivors include her sister 

dorothy Taylor (’60, ’65 
M.ed.) and son Gregg Larimer 

(’78, ’86 M.s.).

Wilfred John ‘Bill’ schmitt 
(’48), arcadia, Calif. :: He 

received his juris doctor from 

Creighton University in Omaha 

and practiced law for more than 50 

years. He was a fourth degree 

Knight of Columbus and a lifelong 

friend of the Carmelite Sisters. 

1950s

Troy royce Berry (’50), fort 
Worth :: He worked for Leonard’s 

Department Store as its only 

interior designer, then joined the 

architectural firm of Wyatt C. 

Hedrick. He specialized in space 

planning and development for 

large buildings, including the 

Huntsville Alabama Space Center. 

Later, he formed his own company, 

Troy R. Berry Associates. 

edward earl Lane (’50), 
denton :: After returning from 

Navy service in World War II, he 

enrolled at North Texas, where he 

met his late wife, Mary Jane 
Nichols Lane (’48). He owned and 

operated Lane’s Ice Cream Shop on 

Congress Street in Denton from 

1948 until 1973. His children also 

are graduates of UNT: eddie Lane 

(’73, ’75 M.Ed.), rodney Lane 

(’77), Jane Naugher (’78, ’81 

M.Ed.) and dwane Lane (’80, ’81).

James richard ‘dick’ 
Thornton (’50), Vancouver, 

Wash. :: He was a Navy veteran 

and a retired teacher and minister 

who had worked in Texas, Oregon 

and Washington. Survivors include 

his wife, Nita Watkins Thornton 
(’49, ’53 M.Ed.).

edward dixon (’51), deer 
Park :: He worked for Gulf Oil 

for some 35 years before retiring. 

At North Texas, he was an active 

member of the Geezles fraternity. 

Survivors include his brother, 

roger e. dixon (’52).

 
John Parish (’52 M.ed.), fort 
Worth :: He served in World 

War II as an infantryman on 

Okinawa and in Sapporo, Japan. 

eagles’  Nest
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He was an elementary school 

principal for 23 years, and in the 

1970s joined a longtime friend in 

the home building business. 

otis ray Williams (’54), 
denison :: He was an ROTC 

student who was commissioned 

into the Air Force, where he 

served 20 years and attained the 

rank of lieutenant colonel. He 

later earned an M.B.A. and was 

director of human resources at 

Rusk State Hospital.

rai fergus eppstein (’57), 
fort Worth :: She completed 

medical technology training at 

Baylor Hospital in Dallas and 

worked for the anatomy depart- 

ment at Baylor Dental College. She 

was married to stephen eppstein 
(’55), whom she met on a blind 

date while at North Texas. She 

was a member of Delta Gamma.

John Gordon owen (’58), 
Hideaway :: He lived at the Hop 

House in 1955 and 1956 and 

earned his degree from North Texas 

in industrial arts. He taught high 

school drafting and wood shop at 

Dallas’ Kimball High School for 30 

years before retiring in 1988.

Perry owen Teague (’58, ’61 
M.a.), Naperville, Ill. :: He 

taught and conducted research at 

the University of Florida College of 

Medicine in Gainesville, Fla., for 20 

years. He entered the private 

laboratory business and later worked 

at Trader Joe’s in Naperville as  “the 

wine guy.” At North Texas, he was a 

member of Lambda Chi Alpha.

1960s

frank Gerald dunn (’60), 
schaumburg, Ill. :: He was a 

national bank examiner with the 

Comptroller of the Currency/U.S. 

Treasury Department for 35 years 

and later worked for NBD Bank in 

Chicago. He was an avid sports fan 

and a longtime contributor to the 

UNT Alumni Association. His 

son, Gregory spencer dunn, also 

attended UNT.

Gary Lee Tigett (’61), seguin :: 
He was a veteran of the U.S. 

Marine Corps who liked music 

and dancing. He earned his 

bachelor’s degree in psychology at 

North Texas.

Jerry Hal smith (’65), 
sulphur springs :: He earned a 

bachelor’s degree in history from 

North Texas with a minor in 

education and was a member of 

Delta Sigma Phi. He recently had 

retired from Cigna Corp. after a 

career in property and casualty 

insurance, specializing in aviation.

kathryn ann McMillion 
(’66, ’98 M.s.), Corsicana :: 

She earned a bachelor’s degree in 

elementary education and a 

master’s in computer education 

and cognitive systems.

sherry ann switzer Muir 
(’67), sanger :: After teaching 

elementary school, she was an 

agency accountant and a certified 

insurance counselor for Muir 

Insurance Agency, the business she 

and her husband, richard Muir 

(’68), built together. She was a 

church organist for more than 30 

years. Survivors also include her 

children, Thomas Muir (’93, ’93 

M.S.) and Tresa McNeal (’96).

dorthy ‘dot’ Trietsch 
schertz (’67), robstown :: She 

began her professional career with 

the agriculture extension service in 

New Bern, N.C., and in College 

Station. She later worked in real 

estate and was an accomplished 

interior designer.

 
1970s
 
Gary L. dotson, dallas :: He 

was involved in space planning and 

office furniture and was self- 

employed. He attended North 

Texas in 1970.

 
Mayre selena Pickens 
springer (’70), Phoenix, 
ariz. :: She earned her degree 

from North Texas in library service 

and taught school in Texas and 

Arizona for many years. 

university Community 

Paul r. Jones, denton, professor 

of chemistry who worked at North 

Texas from 1968 to 2006, died 

aug. 16. He earned his bachelor’s 

degree from Pennsylvania State 

University and his doctorate from 

Purdue. He conducted post-

doctoral studies at the University 

of Wisconsin at Madison and had 

served as a visiting scientist at the 

korean advanced Institute of Sci-

ence and Technology in Seoul. at 

UNT, he was director of the Center 

for Organometallic Research and 

Education and was awarded grants 

from the National Science founda-

tion, the air force and the Robert a. 

Welch foundation. He was named a 

Student association Honor Profes-

sor in 1994.

Candy king, Ponder, adminis-

trative assistant in the department 

of Biology who had worked at UNT 

since 1990, died Oct. 7. She worked 

in the department’s Institute of 

applied Science, supporting the 

environmental science program. 

C. Neal Tate, former dean of 

the Toulouse 

School of grad-

uate Studies 

and Regents 

Professor of 

political science, who worked at 

UNT from 1970 to 2003, died Sept. 

13. He was serving as professor and 

chair of the department of Political 

Science at Vanderbilt University 

and held an appointment at Van-

derbilt Law School. Tate received 

his bachelor’s degree from Wake 

forest University and master’s and 

doctoral degrees from Tulane. He 

was twice named a fulbright-Hays 

senior research fellow, traveling 

to Manila to conduct research on 

the Philippine Supreme Court. He 

was chair of the political science 

eagles’  Nest
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sigrid Mureen (’71), dallas :: 
At North Texas, she was a member 

of the Mortar Board College Senior 

Honor Society and was named the 

best character actress for her 

performance in a production of 

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie. Her 

singing, dancing and acting landed 

her a spot on a national touring 

company. She had a second career 

at the Dallas Morning News. 

david russell (’72), richard-
son :: He worked for the city of 

Dallas from 1972 until 1978, 

followed by 23 years with the city 

of Garland, where he retired as a 

network engineer in 2005. 

Survivors include his wife, deidre 
Hindman russell (’71).

Grace Harper Cook (’77 
M.s.), dallas :: She earned her 

North Texas degree in early 

childhood education and served 

as the headmistress of St. John’s 

Episcopal School in Dallas from 

1982 until her retirement in 1995.    

 
1980s

Michael scott Player (’82, 
’83 M.s.), Liberty City :: He 

was a lawyer and former justice of 

the peace in Gregg County. He 

most recently served as senior vice 

president for The Player Group. 

At North Texas, he was president 

of the Student Association and a 

member of the nationally ranked 

debate team. 

Mary ann Cox, dallas :: She 

studied business at North Texas 

from 1985 to 1987 and returned 

for graduate study in 2000. 

 
1990s

sidney Bob farrar (’91 M.s.), 
dallas :: An accomplished 

musician, he was involved in the 

beginnings of the jazz program at 

North Texas in 1945-46 and later 

earned a master’s degree in radio/

television/film. He served as the 

assistant band director of the 49th 

Armored Division of the Texas 

National Guard, founded Commer-

cial Recording Corp., composed 

music for the Southern Baptist 

Convention and wrote for PBS. 

keith edward klaviter (’91, 
’94 M.B.a.), dallas :: He 

earned his degrees from UNT in 

production and operations 

management. 

robert Thomas ‘Tommy’ 
Thorson Jr. (’94), Charlotte, 
N.C. :: He entered North Texas 

as a jazz guitar major and played 

in the Five O’Clock Band. In 

Houston, he often played in local 

professional bands. His career 

included underwriting for Liberty 

Mutual Insurance and a number of 

entrepreneurial ventures.

 
Bruce Crutchfield (’95, ’97 
M.P.a.), The Colony :: He was a 

code inspector assigned to the 

code compliance section of the 

Dallas City Attorney’s Office. 

Prior to that, he had worked for 

several years for Countrywide 

Mortgage. 

Brent Lloyd smith (’97), red 
oak :: He was a salesman for 

Ascension Capital Group, a 

Division I basketball referee and 

an inter-squad referee for the 

Dallas Mavericks. He also was the 

U.S. representative for Global 

Games Tournaments. At UNT, 

he was a member of Sigma Tau 

Gamma fraternity. 

2000s

Cheryl a. Waggoner (’09 
M.s.), denton :: She earned her 

master’s degree in biology from 

UNT in May. Her EPA-funded 

research included investigating 

the microbial impact of triclosan 

in the Trinity River.

Jacquelin renee Hutzell, 
Tyler :: She was pursuing a 

master’s degree in library science 

and had attended since fall 2008. 

department from 1980 to 1986 and 

served as graduate dean from 1997 

to 2003 before joining Vanderbilt.  

William Booth Warde Jr., 
denton, associ-

ate professor 

of English at 

North Texas 

from 1965 to 

2005, died Oct. 29. He was the 

director of the University Writing 

Center from its inception as the 

Student Use of English program 

in 1978 until he retired in 2005. 

He was a member of the faculty 

Senate and also held leadership 

positions with the South-Central 

Modern Language association and 

the Southern Humanities Confer-

ence. He earned his bachelor’s 

degree from the University of Min-

nesota and master’s and doctoral 

degrees from the University of 

arkansas. He also was an artist 

and sculptor who often used found 

objects and humor in his work. In 

a 2001 North Texan profile, Warde 

said, “Since we walk this path but 

once, let’s squeeze the most we 

can out of it.”

Memorials 
Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made payable 

to the UNT Foundation, to the 

University of North Texas, 

Division of Advancement, 1155 

Union Circle #311250, Denton, 

Texas 76203-5017. Indicate on 

your check the name of the 

memorial fund or the area you 

wish to support. You can  

make secure gifts online at  

www.development.unt.edu/givenow. 

For information about an  

existing fund or to learn how  

to honor a friend or loved one,  

e-mail giving@unt.edu or  

call 940-565-2900. 
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My CAREER  
IN yEARBOOKS

THE YEAR I GRADUATED 
from North Texas — 1949 — was a 
great year. I was so proud I graduated 
that year, I kept phone numbers ending 
in the digits “1949” for 55 years. I was 
the first in the Lynch heritage to earn a 
college degree. (My younger brother, Ed 
Turney Lynch (’52), was the second.) 

The enrollment in 1949 exceeded 
5,200 students, with many returning 
veterans. That was the year I was a 
senior senator in our first student 
government, and the radio program I 
directed, “Campus Chat of the Air,” 
received outstanding awards. 

As a salesmanship major, I enjoyed 
the wonderful reputation of the College 
of Business — but I worked more 
hours in the journalism building as a 
member of the Yucca yearbook staff. I 
had worked on yearbooks in high 
school, and as a college junior in 
1947-48, I was the head “gopher.” I 
mounted and trimmed the student 
photos and became, by default, the 
photo scheduler.

Printing was done with hot type, on 
letterpress. I remember the young man 
showing me the press said, “Never put 
your fingers here,” and then smashed his 
finger when he forgot to move fast 
enough. He also showed me the effect 
of printers ink on your hands. I think I 
still have that ink in my system.

The returning veterans on the staff 
were “older men” and showed much 

more maturity than we juniors. They 
were on the G.I. Bill, which made them 
millionaires to me as well as war heroes. 

The money I earned for working on 
the Yucca was a gift from God. It paid 
for my room rent and allowed me a 
little extra for food, gasoline, clothes 
and, of course, dating. I met Marilyn 
McGee (’50) when she was a sophomore 
at what is now Texas Woman’s University 
and, with my great sales ability, talked 
her into transferring to North Texas in 
1949. She was killed in a car accident 
on our honeymoon the next year.  

After graduation, I put my North 
Texas degree to work selling yearbooks 
in Louisiana, which led to being hired 
in 1952 by Taylor Publishing Co. The 
company was serious about wanting to 
sell the North Texas yearbook. I 
succeeded in getting the contract for 
them, and I was selling the Yucca when 
the last ones were published in the 
1970s. What a thrill to work with the 
yearbook staffs for so many years.

The experiences I had at North 
Texas and my two years of selling in 
Louisiana gave me the insight I needed. 
Going from chief letter writer to 
national sales manager in my years with 
Taylor, I had the greatest job experi-
ences a man could have, calling on 
schools in an era of strong educators 
who knew how young people thought 
and how to motivate them. I sold 
yearbooks in the North Texas area to 
universities and fire and police depart-
ments for four decades.

North Texas was so important to me 
and all the other students who worked 
hard for their degrees. I salute those 
brilliant young graduates of 1949, who 
became educators and business leaders 
of the ’70s, ’80s, ’90s, and maybe still 
today. 

Bob Lynch, who also sold class rings, 
opened his first e-store this fall selling solar 
panels and residential windmills. 

T h E  LAST Word

by Bob Lynch (’49)

M
ike W

oodruff
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Find more events: 

www unt edu/calendar

The Misanthrope by Molière
Molière’s comic masterpiece as presented by UNT’s Department of Dance and Theatre

 
 

University Theatre — Radio, TV, Film and Performing Arts Building

fine arts series: Mariangela vacatello,  
van Cliburn finalist

David Itkin, conductor 

8 p.m. Sept. 30
Winspear Performance Hall — Murchison Performing Arts Center

Experience culture at its finest
UNT’s rich legacy as a cultural center grows each year. The campus today offers the community a vibrant array of 
events, including more than 1,000 concerts from jazz to chamber orchestra, as well as art exhibitions, thought-provoking 
lectures and theatre productions from dramas to musicals and dance performances.

Come back to campus and discover the power of uNT’s creativity all over again.
Mark your calendar now for some of our select events:

kNTu celebrates 40 with  
one o’Clock Lab Band

Reception and concert mark 40 years of UNT’s radio station

6 p.m. Nov. 6
Gateway Center

faces and Mazes
National traveling exhibition stops at UNT, features large-scale fiber works by Lia Cook. It was  
organized by the Department of Textiles, Clothing and Design at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Opening reception, 4:30 to 6 p.m. Nov. 10

Nov. 10-Dec. 12 
UNT Art Gallery — Art Building

8 p.m. Oct. 1-3  
2:30 p.m. Oct. 4   

8 p.m. Oct. 8-10  
2:30 p.m. Oct. 11

power forward George Odufuwa is UNT’s big presence under the basket. And with one of the highest 
grade point averages on the squad, he’s an example of academic success for his teammates. Ranked sixth in the Sun Belt Con-
ference in rebounds and named to ESPN The Magazine’s Academic All-District First Team, he’s a Mean Green fan favorite. 

To local schoolchildren, Odufuwa is the sports hero who shows them that reading is the stepping stone to success. UNT’s Mean 
Green athletes make a difference in the classroom, on the court and in the community.

This is UNT. 

Buy your season tickets online or by phone today. Packages start at $75.

meangreensports.com
800-UNT-2366 | 940-565-2527

 — George odufuwa
   Mean Green forward and finance major

"Work hard  
to be  
the best."



uNT honored fort Hood shooting victims and first-responders at its 
Nov. 21 game against army. at left, u.s. rep. Michael Burgess (’72, 
’76 M.s.) and u.s. army Lt. Gen. robert W. Cone, commander of III 
Corps and fort Hood, participated in the coin toss. 

The North Texan 
u n i v e r s i t Y  o f  n o r t h  t e X a s 
division of university relations, communications and marketing
1155 union circle #311070  ●  denton, texas 76203-5017

P a r t i n g  s h o t
 

see stadium coverage on page 10.

Jonathan Reynolds


