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editor’s 
      letter

During these stressful economic times, 
with budget cuts in both private and 
public sectors, it seemed appropriate 

to address the matter in terms of our graduates 
who are searching for jobs. The feature section 
of this issue, titled Jobs, Jobs, Jobs, includes a 
number of articles that focus on the situation 
and attempt to provide suggestions and encour-
agement to ones seeking employment. Included 
are articles identifying helpful sources of infor-
mation and other job search materials, letters 
from the chairs of the two COI departments 
offering their suggestions, listing of a few jobs 
obtained by recent graduates, and the results of 
a placement and salary survey. It is hoped that 
job seekers will find these and other materials 
contained in this issue to be helpful.  Job seeking 
is a job in itself requiring persistence and a great 
deal of time.  

Other articles of special interest include 
a report of Dean Herman Totten’s one year 
appointment as UNT Vice President of 
University and Community Affairs, and Dr. 
Linda Schamber’s appointment as acting dean of 
the College of Information during the interim. 
Reported also are UNT’s memorandum of 
understanding with a Chinese university, the 

approvals of a new research cluster and an open 
access policy, an update on the Pacific Region 
cohort, and the LIS study abroad program in 
Peru this summer. There is an announcement 
of the exciting Places and Spaces Exhibit that 
COI will host this next fall. There are feature 
articles on several individuals, including Wendy 
Beecham, the 2011 LIS Outstanding Alumni. 
This issue reports an unusual number of awards 
and other honors, and two of our own have been 
named Library Journal Movers and Shakers, 
joining eight others previously named to the 
distinction.  In addition, our readers will find the 
usual sections reporting the activities of faculty, 
staff, students and alumni. 

I also would like to take this opportunity 
to request that you send us your news—new 
positions, promotions, publications, honors 
and awards, election to offices, any changes in 
your professional or personal life—along with 
a photograph. We take great pride in your 
accomplishments, and it is our pleasure to report 
this information, which is of interest to the 
faculty and your fellow graduates. You can reach 
me at nichols2514@charter.net or you can send 
your news to Jurhee Curtis, External Affairs and 

Alumni Relations, at jurhee.curtis@unt.edu. 
Call Number is now in its 70th year. It start-

ed in 1939 as a three or four page mimeographed 
newsletter produced by the office staff of what 
was then called the Department of Library Ser-
vice in the College of Arts & Sciences. Melody 
Kelly (MLS ’73), who worked in the office when 
she was a student in the early 1970s, recalls a 
scary incident when her long hair got caught 
in the roller of the hand cranked machine. Call 
Number, which has been published several times 
a year since that early date, except for a hiatus in 
the late 1980s, has come a long way to its current 
status as the alumni magazine for the College of 
Information. It has been my pleasure to serve as 
its editor for the past 23 years.

Please note that we have gone green. You 
can choose to view Call Number online at www.
col.unt.edu/press. To opt-out of receiving paper 
copies, send your name, class year or EUID, and 
e-mail address to ci-alumni@unt.edu/

Margaret Irby Nichols
LIS Emeritus Professor
Editor, Call Number

ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS

AWARDS COVERED IN THIS ISSUE*

AHRD Cutting Edge Awards, pp. 17, 19 LIS Outstanding Alumni Award, p.12
Bruce Street Scholar Award, p.16 MLA Excellence in Education Award, p.18
Houston Extra Miler Award, p.23 Outstanding Student Awards, pp. 19-20
IEMS Best-practice Paper, p.21 SITE Outstanding Paper Award, pp.17-18
Library Journal Movers and Shakers, p.13 UNT Outstanding Alumni Service Award, p.17 
Library Journal Teaching Award, p.25 Utah Library Association Librarian of the Year, p.27

*Although highly commendable, the numerous scholarship awards and grants to attend conferences are 
not included in this listing. 
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The state of the economy is making job 
searches all the more difficult, for some more so 
than others. Those without experience who are 
seeking entry level positions are confronted by 
problems in the best of times, making it even 
harder during the current situation. It is dis-
heartening that the majority of positions avail-
able are in the upper ranges, requiring experi-
ence, taking them out of reach for entry level 
professional. There may be added problems for 
all job seekers who are restricted to a specific 
geographical area. Although admittedly hard to 
identify, there are jobs to be found. Persistence 
is the name of the game. The suggestions which 
follow are general in nature and may be useful to 
all job seekers, but are directed especially to the 
inexperienced who are seeking their first profes-
sional positions. 

Job seekers will find helpful suggestions on 
the Internet for such topics as crafting resumes 
and cover letters, interviewing in person and 
over the telephone, impressing search commit-
tees, and overcoming lack of experience.  There 
are discussions on how to make work in other 
fields of endeavor relevant and the advantages 
of accepting part-time or temporary positions. 
Once a job is offered, there is advice on negotiat-
ing salary packages.

Since advertising in printed sources has 
become very expensive, fewer employers are 
using professional journals such as American 
Libraries for job posting.  Positions in librar-
ies and other fields are now advertised online, 
making the Internet a major source in any job 
hunt. Many professional associations offer job 
listings online. For librarians, the American Li-
brary Association (http://joblist.ala.org), the 

Texas Library Association (http://secure.txla.
org/secure/jobs/jobline.asp), and organizations 
in many other states offer job listings. West-
ern State Library Job Postings on the Internet 
(http://www.libraryjobpositions.org/western.
htm) provides links to specific job sites.  

ALA, TLA, TCEA, ISTE, and many 
other associations provide placement services 
during their conferences; job seekers are able 
to post their resumes for prospective employers 
to review, to be followed by possible interviews. 
During the conferences, associations often offer 
other services for job seekers such as career 
counseling and resume critique services as 
well as conference programs on topics such as 
careers in federal government. For job seekers in 
the technology area, organizations such as the 
Association for Educational Communication 
Technology, offer online career centers and 
other services.  LITA (Library Information 
Technology Association), a division of ALA, 
also has a job site posting.

Professional involvement and networking 
is essential whether seeking a first job or a 
position change. Belonging to professional 
organizations and attending conferences and 
workshops indicate professional commitment. 
Conferences provide an opportunity to meet 
other professionals thus establishing networks. 
Do not rely solely on technology for job 
searches. Talk with people.   As with any job 
hunt, who you know and the connections you 
forge can tip the balance.  

Internships and part-time positions should 
not be overlooked as means of getting your foot 
in the door. Employers may be willing to allow 
those who have completed the professional 

Updating lingo and emerging trends 
will be featured in the fall issue of Call 
Number. At the recent Texas Library 
Association conference, a number of 
experienced alumni stopped at the 
UNT booth and said that job ads did not 
seem to fit them anymore. “If I was a ref-
erence librarian for twenty years, what 
am I now?” The skill set is the same, just 
tweaked. We will make a special effort 
to be helpful in the fall issue.

THERE IS A POSITION IN YOUR FUTURE

degree to intern in order to gain experience. 
Volunteering is another approach to proving your 
worth. Those making good impressions are on 
the forefront when vacancies become available.

Individuals seeking their first jobs who are 
willing to compromise on salaries, work environ-
ments, and/or location in order to gain experience 
will be better prepared to move into a more ideal 
job later. After the time and expense of attaining a 
degree, it is difficult to accept a position that is not 
a dream job, but that may be necessary in order to 
become established in a career.

SOME ADDED TIPS
• The job search is a job within 

itself. Be prepared to allocate 
sufficient time for it

• Know your strengths and weak-
nesses and concentrate on 
what makes you stand out from 
the crowd

• Make sure cover letter speaks 
to the job for which you are 
applying 

• All correspondence should be 
error free and professional in 
appearance

• Continue to update your skills 
and to stay current on profes-
sional issues 

• Find out as much as you can 
about the position and situa-
tion before you apply

• Dress appropriately for the in-
terview 

• Social skills should not be forgot-
ten; remember to say “please” 
and “thank you” 

• Follow up an interview with a 
thank you note that speaks to 
your enthusiasm for the job

• Do not take search rejections 
personally; you are one of a 
pool of candidates 
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BITS AND PIECES OF 
INFORMATION FOR 
JOB SEEKERS

SLIS Announce—l, the Department of 
Library & Information Sciences e-mail LIST-
SERV, posts many available professional job va-
cancies through SLIS-Announce. To join SLIS-
-ANNOUNCE-l, e-mail  listserve@unt.edu, 
leave the subject line bank, and type SUBscribe 
slis-announce-l and your name in the body of 
the message.

You may not have heard of the Facebook 
group or daily email (you need to sign up for 
it—directions should be on the FB page or just 
send an email to the address below), you might 
be of interest in knowing that it includes states 
and international positions. Users are invited to 
participate: Have an opening in your library/
information organization that you’d like to fill? 
Use Social Media to find the best candidate! 
Post your position at “I need a Library Job,” a 
rapidly growing (1400+) Facebook Community 
of Librarians and Information Professionals. To 
post, email position or questions go to ineedali-
braryjob@gmail.com/ 

For job openings in federal libraries, try 
http://groups.google.com/groups/careers-in-
federal-libraries/

Pick a place where you would like to work 
and volunteer.  A graduate who volunteered at 
UNT libraries was later offered a part-time po-
sition that turned into a full time job. 

SLIS graduate Wendy Beecham presented 
a program at the 2011 TLA annual conference 
titled “Untraditional Careers for Information 
Professionals and How to Find Them.” In flyer 
material about her presentation she stated: “We 
all know that the current job markets are the 
hardest in recent history.  Yet innovation and 
the continual expansion of new technologies 
constantly create new career opportunities for 
information professionals.” A copy of her pre-
sentation can be obtained from TLA at http://
www.txla.org/annual-conference/ Scan down 
the page until you get to TL48311d, which is 
event #483. Recordings are in numerical order.

An August 2010 graduate e-mailed that 
she has just been hired as a part-time children’s 
library. She states that “it could eventually lead 
to a full-time position in another library since 
there are 25 libraries in the county public library 
system. It took me about 7 months to find a po-
sition and I realize that’s not really bad in this 
current economic system.”  Part-time positions 
are not the ideal, but they offer an opportunity 
to prove your worth and often lead to full-time 
employment. 

We do not always hear from our recent 
graduates who have obtained positions, but a 
few we have learned that include:

Library & Information Sciences 
(most with MS degrees)

• reference and instruction librarian at Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Central 
Library; school librarians at Marion (TX) 
high school; Lakewood Elementary at 
Trophy Club; Odom Elementary School, 
Austin; Ysleta High School; Hudson ISD, 
Lufkin, TX

• support agent for defacto.x in Germany
• web services librarian, University of 

Houston-Victoria Library
• assistant medical librarian, VCOM, 

Blacksburg, VA
• assistant director, Cabell County Public 

Library/Western Region Library, W.VA, 
and at Edinburg (TX) Public Library

• technical services librarian at Hall County 
System, Gainesville, GA, and at Carson 
City (NV) Public Library

• coordinator library technology, Texas 
Woman’s University, Denton, TX

• library specialist, South Texas College, 
McAllen, TX

• library assistant, Tarrant County College, 
Fort Worth, TX; Fulton County Public 
Library, Powder Springs, GA; Frisco (TX) 
Public Library; University of Texas-Pan 
American, Edinburgh TX; and at Acacia 
Library Phoenix, AZ 

• district manager of records & archives, 
Dallas County Community College

• head of media services, Armstrong Atlantic 
State University, Savannah, GA

• adult services assistant, Las Vegas-Clark 
County Library District, Las Vegas, NV

• children’s librarian, Wells Branch 
Community Library, Austin, TX

• librarian, Lincoln College of Technology, 
Marietta, GA; library director, Ethel L. 
Wipple Memorial Library, Los Fresnos, 
TX; and director, Lovett Memorial 
Library, Pampa, TX

• library media specialist, Burleson ISD, TX
• youth service librarian, Houston Public 

Library; Carson City Public Library, NV; 
Springfield (MO) Public Library

• public services librarian, West Jordan 
Library, West Jordan, UT and at Tulsa 
(OK) Public 

• digital library technician, Montana State 
Library

Learning Technologies  
(most with BA and Master’s  
degrees)

• Computer support specialist, maintenance 
manager, office manager, training 
specialist, network manager, IT specialist, 
operations analyst, administrative 
assistant, rehabilitation services tech, 
Web coordinator, applications engineer, 
teacher, electronics teacher, CTE teacher, 
human resources, system administrator, 
compliance officer, program director, 
paralegal, communications specialist, 
data analysis. 

JOBS OBTAINED BY RECENT GRADUATES 

Each fall, Library Journal provides the library and information science profession with placement 
and salaries survey results for the previous year. Here are some highlights from the 2010 survey pub-
lished in the October 14, 2010 issue of the journal: 

LIBRARY JOURNAL PLACEMENT & SALARIES SURVEY

• Women continued to dominate, representing 
80% of the graduating class; with that comes an 
inherent salary gap and glass ceiling.

• Men command higher average starting salaries 
than women, $44,945 to $41,514. (More men 
entered jobs in private industry and a larger 
percentage of women entered the field at lower-
paying jobs, such as circulation, children’s ser-
vices, and youth or teen services). 

• Both men and women found starting salaries 
slightly better in 2009, women 1.5% and men 
1.7%.

• Women achieved better starting salaries than 
their male counterparts in both special librar-
ies ($43,858 over $41,006) and in school media 
centers ($4l,894 compared to $44,136).

• Both men and women experienced drops in 
academic libraries; men lost approximately 5% 
in earnings while women dipped just under 3%. 

• Minority graduates felt the best growth and 
highest level of salaries in school library media 
centers with an average start of $52,745, 17% 
higher. 

• Minority placement in academic libraries grew 
from 25% of all minority jobs reported in 2008 
to 31% in 2009; salaries did not keep pace and 
followed the overall pattern of decline.  

• Additional information, including some region-
al data, is contained in the survey. 
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The changing role 
of the traditional library 
and its impact on the 
information profession 
has been the subject of 
discussion for a long 
time. The discussion 
is largely driven by the 
changing landscape of 
the information profes-
sion as a result of the 
advances in information 

and communication technologies, the Internet, 
and the way people access and use information. 
The increased user in expectations and decreased 
in library funding as a result of the current eco-
nomic crises have added another dimension to 
the ongoing discussion. But while the long-term 
impact of the current economic crises on library 
jobs is still unknown, we know for sure that li-
braries are changing to keep up with the chang-
ing time. 

Libraries are responding well to the in-
creased demand for digital delivery of material 
by spending more and more of their budget on 
licensing of electronic resources as well as build-
ing their own digital collections. As a result, new 
jobs are being created while many of the existing 

jobs are either restructured or eliminated. Today 
many of the traditional library jobs are being re-
structured and upgraded to jobs at higher level 
with higher salary. 

Information professionals expected to fill 
these jobs must be prepared to take on higher 
responsibilities, develop innovative and creative 
ideas, assume leadership roles, and demonstrate 
good management practices. They are expected 
to provide value added information services to 
a new generation of library users who are mo-
bile and technologically savvy.  Mobile access 
to library services is becoming popular and the 
advances in mobile technology and handheld-
devices is making this even more interesting. 

At the same time, library and information 
science schools are faced with the challenge of 
keeping their curricula relevant to the newly 
and emerging job market. Some of the changes 
already taking place   in the LIS curricula include 
the infusion of technology, adding more special-
izations and offering courses in a variety of for-
mats. This added flexibility is also enhanced by 
collaborative offering of courses between depart-
ments, universities and professional associations 
like the WISE and iSchool consortia. 

In the recent UNT LIS Board of Advisors 
meeting that took place in March of this year, the 

board focused the discussion on the job market 
and brainstormed around the skills and compe-
tencies most sought after by employers. The LIS 
Board along with LIS faculty who participated 
in the meeting identified three areas that must be 
synchronized or fused together. The three areas 
are technology, soft skills and core library func-
tions. They emphasized the importance of inte-
grating or weaving in the soft skills such as posi-
tive attitude, ethics, advocacy, flexibility, good 
communication and good writing skills into the 
core library functions and library operations. 

Everybody agreed that knowledge of tech-
nology is no longer a luxury item and it is essen-
tial for anybody working with digital informa-
tion.  Today, as libraries take their place in the 
knowledge economy, they will continue to adapt, 
restructure and redefine the roles and responsi-
bilities of many of the newly created jobs.  De-
spite the doom and gloom of the economy, it is 
still a great time for young people to enter the 
information profession and as Peter Drucker 
once said, “the best way to predict the future is 
to create it.”

Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh 
Professor, Chair
Department of Library & Information Sciences

It is no secret that the job market is not 
what we would like it to be.  Many schools and 
libraries are being particularly hard hit.  In spite 
of this bad news, I would like to offer some en-
couraging comments by suggesting a few positive 
things one might do to help get through these 
challenging times.

Attitudes
You will remember this statement William 

James made over 100 years ago: “The greatest 
discovery of my generation is that a human be-
ing can alter his life by altering his attitudes of 
mind.”  There is a growing body of work on the 
subject of happiness pointing out that personal 
happiness is largely a choice.  It is not always easy, 
but the benefits are worth the effort.  

At the risk of being dismissed as a Polly-
anna, I offer a few pragmatic findings from this 
body of research that will allow us to think more 
clearly, feel better about ourselves, and prepare 
us to see the doors that might be opened for us.  
(Wearing a confident smile will not always open 
a door, but a frown will surely keep it closed.)

• Find things to be grateful for.
• Find ways to help others.
• Avoid the temptation to feel like a victim.
• Identify and build upon the little successes 

in your life. 

• Be proactive, not reactive to circumstances; 
develop the pattern of making the proverbi-
al lemonade out of the lemons you are dealt.

Upgrade your capabilities and  
marketability

There is value in continually growing, per-
sonally and professionally.  I have remarked that 
I would be embarrassed if I were teaching (or 
programming, or designing, or writing, or what-
ever else I might do) no better now than I was a 
few years ago.  Beyond the personal satisfaction, 
I find that the more I know, the more I can ac-
complish, the better is my beneficial influence on 
others, and the more doors that I find opened 
to me.

Fortunately the College of Information 
(COI) is well equipped to help with this task.  I 
emphasize two things: technology and degrees.

We are privileged to live at a time when we 
can benefit in countless ways from technology.  
We are doubly blessed if we can be more than 
consumers of it, if we can use technology as a 
tool to magnify our own workplace productivity.  
COI faculty and students are developing and us-
ing technology in library science, education, and 
workplace development.  

One consequence is that our graduates are 
finding jobs when some others are not.  Here 

are some recent notes 
passed on to me about 
four students.  (I will 
disguise the names be-
cause I do not have per-
mission to use them.)

Dr. A is an instruc-
tor at a college.  Since 
completing his doctor-
ate he is now the chair 
of his department and is 
on the “fast track” at that 
institution for further 
administrative responsibilities.

Dr. B recently graduated with her doctorate 
in our program.  She was an adjunct instructor 
at a college.  Since completing her degree she ap-
plied for and was selected for a tenure track posi-
tion at that institution.

Dr. C has been working as an instructor at 
a community college.  Since completing his doc-
toral work, he has been asked to apply for a ten-
ure track position at a nearby university.

A recent master’s graduate states that his 
course activities required him to upgrade and 
post his resume online, where it came to the at-
tention of his new employer. 

Bill Elieson, PhD, Interim Chair
Department of Learning Technologies

The Changing Landscape of the Library Job Markets

Bill Elieson, PhD

Jobs 2011 – Finding the Open Doors

Suliman Hawamdeh



7www.coi.unt.edu     spring 2011   call number   

 On Dr.  
Totten’s recom-
mendation, Pro-
vost Warren 
Burggen has ap-
pointed Dr. Linda 
Schamber as COI 
Acting Dean. Dr.  
Schamber, who 
joined the SLIS 
faculty in 1991 
and has served 
as COI associate 
dean since 2005, 
has had several 
careers that are united by common themes of infor-
mation, communication, and education. Before com-
ing to UNT, she taught information studies and com-
munication at Syracuse University, where she earned 
her doctoral degree, and communications at Ohio 
State University. She was one of the first UNT fac-
ulty members to begin teaching in an electronic dis-
tributed learning environment. Her research interests 
include information and communication theory, hu-
man information behavior, information organization, 
research methods and design, and information skills 

development. She 
has conducted 
funded studies 
and published on 
a number of topics 
including the im-
pact of technology 
on library educa-
tion.  

 Dr. Mickey 
Wircenski, a 
professor in the 
Department of 
Learning Tech-
nolgies who will  

serve as acting associate dean of the College of In-
formation for a year, came to UNT in 1988 from the 
University of Georgia (1983-88). Her areas of teach-
ing and research relate to students with special needs 
and careers and technical education. She has written 
extensively in these areas and served as project di-
rector for numerous grants. Her latest book, co-au-
thored with T. Scott, is titled Overview of Career and 
Technical Education (American Technical Publisher, 
2008). She holds the BS, MS, and EdD degrees from 
State University of New York at Buffalo.    

faculty &     
           staff
COLLEGE OF INFORMATION 
ADMINISTRATION
Linda Schamber
Acting Dean and Associate 
Professor 

Michelle Wircenski
Acting Associate Dean for 
Academics and Professor

Shawne Miksa
Associate Director Ph.D. Program 
and Associate Professor

Willam Moen
Associate Professor
Associate Dean for Research
Director Texas Center for Digital 
Knowledge

Philip Turner
Special Assistant to the Dean
for Distributed Learning

LIS FACULTY
Suliman Hawamdeh
Professor and Chair

Yvonne Chandler
Associate Professor
Director of Georgia, Nevada, 
SWIM, LEAP Cohorts

Jiangping Chen
Associate Professor

Ana D. Cleveland
Regents Professor
Director of Houston Program

Donald Cleveland
Professor Emeritus

John Corbin
Professor Emeritus

Yunfei Du 
Assistant Professor
Principal Investigator PEARL

Larry Enoch
Senior Lecturer

Elizabeth Figa
Associate Professor

Martin Halbert
Associate Professor

Janet Hilbun 
Assistant Professor

Jeonghyun ‘Annie’ Kim
Assistant Professor

Barbara Stein Martin
Professor Emeritus
Hazel Harvey Peace
Professor of Children’s Services
(modified service)

Shawne Miksa
Associate Professor

William Moen
Associate Professor

Margaret Irby Nichols
Professor Emeritus

Brian O’Connor
Professor

Guillermo Oyarce
Associate Professor

Miguel Ruiz
Associate Professor

Linda Schamber
Associate Professor

Barbara Schultz-Jones
Assistant Professor
continued on page 8

college

 Dean Herman Totten 
became UNT Interim Vice 
President for University and 
Community Affairs on March 15, 
2011. This one-year appointment 
will allow him to return as 
Founding Dean of the College 
of Information. Dr. Totten says 
that he is “proud of all we have 
achieved, but not quite ready to let 
go of the legacy we have begun.”

This is Dr. Totten’s fourth 
appointment at the University 
level. He served full time under 
President Pohl as Faculty 
Executive Assistant to the 
President from 2002 to 2005, and 
part time under President Bataille as Interim Dean of the 
College of Engineering from June 1 to October 10, 2008 
and Special Assistant to the President for Advancement 
(Interim Vice President for Advancement) from June 
1, 2009 to February 1, 2010.  He says that “during the 

last appointment, I fully realized 
the challenge and the difficulty of 
balancing two large jobs, with the 
result that, in my five-year evaluation 
in 2010, I stated that I would not 
serve another dual appointment.”

In announcing the appoint-
ment, President Rawlins stated that 
Dr. Totten will be responsible for 
many administrative and outreach 
activities at UNT and in the region. 
“The interim position is designed to 
meet needs created by our growth 
and emerging mission in the region,” 
he says.  “As a longtime servant to 
UNT and a well-respected member 
of the community, Dr. Totten is a 

perfect fit for leading these efforts. During his 34 year 
distinguished career at UNT, he has earned an interna-
tional reputation for outstanding leadership. “

DR. HERMAN TOTTEN 
INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

Dr. Herman Totten

DR. LINDA SCHAMBER
COI ACTING DEAN

DR. MICKEY WIRCENSKI
ACTING ASSOCIATE DEAN

Dr. Linda Schamber Dr. Michey Wircenski
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faculty &     
           staff

Daniella Smith
Assistant Professor

Dale Thompson
Assistant Professor

Philip Turner
Professor

Maurice Wheeler
Associate Professor

Oksana Zavalina
Assistant Professor

LT FACULTY
Bill Elieson 
Interim Department Chair

Jeff Allen
Professor

Demetria Ennis-Cole
Associate Professor

Greg Jones
Associate Professor

Gerald Knezek
Regents Professor
Director The Institute for the 
Integration of Technology
and Learning

Jie “Jessica” Li
Assistant Professor

Lin Lin
Assistant Professor

Kim Nimon
Assistant Professor

Cathleen Norris
Regents Professor

James Poirot
Regents Professor -Emeritus
Executive Director of TCET
(modified service)

Tandra Tyler-Wood
Associate Professor

Scott Warren
Assistant Professor

Jerry Wircenski
Regents Professor

Michelle Wircenski
Professor

STAFF 
COLLEGE OF INFORMATION
Elvira Aguilar
Marketing Specialist
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On January 20, 2011, the College of Information 
hosted seven visitors from Hangzhou Normal Universi-
ty (HNU). The Chinese visitors included: Ye Gaoxiang, 
President and Professor; Xu Yuan, Director 
of the Information Office; Zhao Zhiyi, Di-
rector of Libraries; Yuan Chengyi, Dean of 
the Graduate School; Wu Yuewen, Director 
of Reform & Development Office; and Tian 
Xuehong, Dean of the School of Education 
Services and Dean of the Jing He Ji Honors 
College. During the visit, the two universi-
ties, UNT and HNU, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding.

This collaborative effort began in 
2009 when Drs. Gerald Knezek, Cathe-
rine Norris and Jessica Li from the Learn-
ing Technologies Department met with 
the HNU Past President and the Dean of 
College of Education Science during the Xi 
Hu Conference on 21st Century Learning 
in Hangzhou Zhejiang Province, China. 
The HNU officials expressed an interest 
in collaborating with U.S. universities to strengthen 
their students’ educational experience, exchange vis-
iting professors, and conduct collaborative research 
project. COI Dean Herman Totten encouraged the 
group to continue discussing the collaborative poten-
tial with HNU, which resulted in a visit to the Chinese 
university in September 2010. Members of the UNT 
delegation for this meeting in China were Dr. Totten, 
Regents Professor Gerald Knezek, Dr. Yunfei Du 
(LIS), and International Programs Coordinator Jen-
nifer Rogla. Their goal was to finalize an institutional 
memorandum of understanding for collaborative ac-
tivities with HNU. The three-day meeting resulted in 

an agreement to sign a memorandum of understanding 
during a visit to UNT by HNU representatives during 
the spring semester of 2011. 

Possible collaborative projects include: enrollment 
of HNU faculty in doctoral programs in COI/UNT; 
master’s degree candidates, especially targeting educa-
tional technology, to come to UNT or be served by a 
site-based program (UNT faculty would go to China 
for two weeks for intensive course-startup activities); 
undergraduate exchanges from a new HNU Honors 
College that would feed into masters and doctoral pro-
grams at UNT; faculty exchange; and graduate student 
exchange.

During the visit, the Chinese delegation also 
met with the UNT deans and with President Lane  
Rawlins and Provost Warren Burggren for the signing 

of the memoran-
dum of understand-
ing between the two 
universities.

COI AND CHINA’S HANGZHOU NORMAL 
UNIVERSITY SIGN MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING

Signing memorandum of understanding.

President Rawlins 
and others meet 
with Chinese 
visitors.
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The University of North Texas has embarked on a 
major, multi-year initiative to hire new faculty and make 
infrastructure improvements to enhance and expand re-
search. This initiative takes the form of Research Clus-
ters (http://research.unt.edu/clusters), and last fall the 
University approved the Knowledge Discovery from 
Digital Information (KDDI) Research Cluster 
https://kddi.unt.edu/,  a collaborative undertak-
ing of the College of Information, the College of 
Engineering, and UNT Libraries. 

Discovering knowledge is a fundamental 
mission of a university, and UNT’s mission 
addresses explicitly the creation, integration, 
application, and dissemination of knowledge. 
The KDDI research cluster advances the 
idea that potential knowledge is embedded 
in very large digital information sources. 
The overarching goal of this cluster is: De-
sign, develop, and test computational methods 
and work practices to discover and exploit the 
knowledge available in massive digital infor-
mation sources such as Web archives to address 
complex social and scientific problems. This cluster 
will conduct basic and applied research to develop in-
novative technologies, tools, and services for analyzing, 
processing, storing, and managing massive amounts of 
Web-published information (e.g., text, images, video, 
and audio). A primary goal of the cluster is to facilitate 
scientific and scholarly research and education that take 

advantage of archived Web infor-
mation and other large digital infor-
mation stores.

   Discovery of useful and ac-
tionable knowledge from massive 
digital information sources requires 
research in the following broad ar-
eas: Information Visualization, 
Machine Learning, Data Mining, 
and Natural Language Process-
ing, Digital Curation & Informa-
tion Retrieval, Image, Audio, and 
Video Processing. The cluster will 
advance basic and applied interdis-
ciplinary collaborative research ef-
forts combining computer science, 
library science, and information sci-
ence approaches.

The University approved two positions for new 
hires to complement existing faculty expertise. We 
now have active searches underway for a junior faculty 
member in the area of Machine Learning, and a senior 
faculty member with a research focus on information 
visualization. We anticipate these KDDI cluster partici-
pants will be on board as early as Fall 2011! Successful 

UNT APPROVES NEW RESEARCH CLUSTER: 
KNOWLEDGE DISCOVERY FROM DIGITAL  
INFORMATON

recruitment for these two positions 
will be followed by additional hires 
in areas such as digital curation, web 
harvesting, speech processing, and 
medical informatics. Seven UNT 
researchers comprise the core for 
the cluster, and each of these have 
substantial track records in securing 
external funding to support their 
research:

College of Engineering: Rada 
Mihalcea, Associate Professor, 
Computer Science and Engineering, 
Yan Huant, Associate Professor, 
Computer Science and Engineering, 
College of Information: Jiangping 
Chen, Associate Professor, Library 
& Information Sciences, William 

Moen, Associate Professor, Library & Information 
Sciences, UNT Libraries: Martin Halbert, Dean of 
UNT Libraries, Cathy Hartman, Associate Dean of 
UNT Libraries, Mark Phillips, Assistant Dean of 
UNT Libraries.”

William Moen

Cathy Hartman

Jiangping 
Chen

Martin Halbert
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On March 9, 2011, UNT’s 
Faculty Senate showed its over-
whelming support for a policy 
aimed at providing the broadest 
possible access to scholarly works 
produced by the UNT community. 
An associated goal of this policy is 
to provide long-term stewardship 
and preservation of digital schol-
arly works produced by the UNT community. The 
Open Access, Self-Archiving, and Long-term Digital 
Stewardship for University of North Texas (UNT) 
Scholarly Works Policy http://tinyurl.com/4p39p28 
directs members of the UNT community (fac-
ulty, staff, and students) to deposit the out-
put of their scholarly, research, and creative ac-
tivities in UNT Scholarly Works Repository  
h t t p : / / d i g i t a l . l i b r a r y. u n t . e d u / e x p l o r e / 
collections/UNTSW/browse/. 

Work on the policy began in 2010 by a 
committee appointed by former Provost Wen-
dy Wilkins. Martin Halbert (UNT Libraries) 

and William Moen (Library and 
Information Sciences) co-chaired 
the Open Access Policy Commit-
tee. The Committee presented drafts 
of the policy to the Faculty Senate in 
2010, receiving comments and sugges-
tions to improve the policy. The 2010 
Symposium on Open Access (http://
openaccess.unt.edu/symposium) was 

a milestone in the development of the policy. The 
symposium provided the UNT community with a 
day-long event to raise awareness of the power of 
open access. 

With Faculty Senate approval of the policy, the 
Committee will now submit the draft policy to the 
formal policy approval process at UNT. Approval of 
this policy will make UNT the first public university 
in Texas to adopt an open access policy.  

William Moen, Associate Professor
COI Associate Dean for Research
Director, TxCDK

ANNUAL  
OPEN ACCESS 
SYMPOSIUM

The second Annual Open Access 
Symposium at UNT took place May 
20, 2011 on the UNT Denton cam-
pus, at the Willis Library. The confer-
ence feature speakers discussed current 
trends in the Open Access Movement 
and specific ways that open sources 
software tools (repository and e-journal 
software platforms in particular) are 
improving access to scholarship. 

The symposium keynote speaker 
was John Willinsky, Khosla Fam-
ily Professor of Education at Stanford 
University and sometime professor at 
the University of British Columbia. 
He is the director of the Public Knowl-
edge Project at Stanford, University of  
British Columbia, and Florida State 
University (http://pkp.sfu.ca). The 
project has been working for a decade 
on improving the scholarly and public 
quality of research through the develop-
ment of open source platforms for jour-
nals and a research program studying 
the impact of this increased access to 
research on professionals and the public 
as well as on the global dimensions of 
the academic community. Much of Dr. 
Willinsky’s work, including his book, 
The Access Principle: The Case for Open 
Access to Research and Scholarship (MIT 
Press, 2006), as well as the software for 
journals and conferences, is freely avail-
able on the project’s website (http://
pkp.sfu.ca). Other speakers included 
Alma Swan, Director, Key Perspectives 
LTD, and Greg Tananbaum, SPARC 
consultant.             

The College of Information is pleased to be the 
primary sponsor of the Texas debut of Places and 
Spaces: Mapping Science. The exhibit is a 10-year 
effort that has been traveling around the world. Ten 
new maps are added each year, resulting in 100 maps 
total in 2014. UNT will host the world premier of 
the 7th iteration of 10 maps entitled: Science Maps 
as Visual Interfaces to Digital Libraries. From Sep-
tember 28, 2011-January 28, 2012, all 70 maps along 
with three globes and an illuminated diagram display 
will be on display at UNT’s Discovery Park. To en-
courage broader public participation, an interactive 
children’s exhibit and related programs will be hosted 
by Emily Fowler Public Library in Denton and UNT 
Elm Fork Education Center. 

As described on the official website at  
http://www.scimaps.org, the aim of the exhibit 
is to inspire cross-disciplinary discussion by 
demonstrating the power of maps to navigate and 

make sense of physical places and abstract topic 
spaces. The skill of interdisciplinary information 
visualization, which this exhibit so clearly represents, 
is becoming increasingly important and feasible to 
do in today’s digital environment. It is a skill we feel 
that COI is especially positioned to develop. Thus, 
we plan to supplement the exhibit by offering a 
series of workshops and presentations. The exhibit 
kicks off with a speaker and exhibit tour and other 
family-oriented activities. Visit the official website for 
the complete schedule as it develops. Additional co-
sponsors of the exhibit so far include UNT Libraries, 
the Office of Research and Economic Development, 
the Center for the Study of Interdisciplinarity, the 
Department of Geography, the College of Visual Arts 
and Design, and the Center for Student Affairs. Thus 
we plan to supplement the exhibit by offering a series 
of workshops and presentations. The exhibit will kick 
off with a public talk and gallery tour by Katy Borner. 
Use the official website for the complete schedule as 
it develops.

We encourage all faculties, students, alumni, 
and other friends, families and colleagues to visit us 
at Discovery Park during this four-month timeframe 
to check out this exciting exhibit. For further details, 
or to assist with planning efforts, please contact 
Kathryn Masten, Texas Center for Digital Knowledge 
Associate Director, at kathryn.masten@unt.edu or 
940-565-4552. You can track the exibit on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/#!/mappingscience.    

Kathryn Masten
Associate Director TxCDK

FACULTY SENATE APPROVES OPEN ACCESS 
POLICY FOR SCHOLARLY WORKS

John Willinsky

PLACES & SPACES:  
MAPPING SCIENCE EXHIBIT
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Discovery Park, the College of Informa-
tion location some five miles north of the main 
campus, celebrated National Library Week, 
April 6-12, 2011 with various classes and dis-
cussion groups. Included were a panel discus-
sion on the emergence of e-readers and how 
they are impacting the classroom and libraries, 
an introductory class on the basics of genealogi-
cal research and the resources available through 
the Denton Public Library, and a report on the 
Irving (TX) Public Library West branch, an 
eco-friendly, net-zero building that is expecting 
to receive Gold LEED certification.  Discovery 
Park and the Denton Public Library also are 
asking for gently used children’s books and text-
books along with education supplies to send to 
schools in Sierra Leone.

The Educational Research Exchange Mini-
Conference, sponsored by the College of Infor-
mation and College of Education, was held on 
February 25, 2011. The format included oral pre-
sentations, symposiums and poster sessions. The 
purpose of the conference was to provide an op-
portunity for faculty and students to share research 
in a collegial atmosphere, and for students to be-
come more familiar with a conference atmosphere 
and more comfortable in presenting research.

Presenters and presentations included: 
Wi l l i a m  S e n n  ( P h D  s t u d e n t ) , 

“Information Overload: A Literature Review 
and Research Proposal”

Christine Walczyk (PhD student) and 
co-author Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones (LIS fac-
ulty), “An Assessment of Cultural Competence 
Factors in Relation to a Study Abroad Experi-
ence with Library and Information”

Lemoyne Dunn (PhD ‘04), Teacher-Cre-
ated Class Websites: How Do our Teachers’ 
Websites Rate?”

Margaret Weaver (LIS student) and co-
author Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones, “The Ef-
fects of Parenthood on Levels of Anxiety”

Melody McCotter (PhD student) and co-
authors Drs. Richard L. Anderson (PhD ‘06)

and Brian C. O’Connor (LIS faculty), “What 
Makes a Movie? Digraphic Modeling of Differ-
ences that  Make a Difference” 

Lila Mills (LT student) and co-author Dr. 
Tanda Tyler-Wood (LT faculty), “Student At-
titudes Toward School” 

Hossain Akhlaq (LT PhD student) 
and co-author Dr. Cathleen Norris, “Mobile 
Learning for Primary Science Students: A 
Study of Learning Effectiveness”

At the fireside chat pizza dinner, the speak-
ers were Senior Associate Dean Mike Sayler 
and Dean Herman Totten.      

Hossain Akhlaq presents his poster.

On December 14, 2010, Provost Warren 
Burggren, Deputy Provost Celia Williamson, 
and Assistant Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs Donna Asher paid a visit to the College 
of Information. After Dean 
Herman Totten’s introduc-
tion of the Dean’s Cabinet, 
Dr. Jeff Allen (LT faculty) 
presented an overview of the 
College. Regents Professor 
Gerald Knezek (LT) spoke 
on “Going Green with IT: A 
Study of Energy Consump-
tion by Home and School 
Information Technology 
Systems in the College of 
Information,” and Jodi 
Philbick (MS ’01) spoke 

for Regents Professor Ana Cleveland (LIS) 
on “Teaching Undergraduate Biology Students 
Principles of Biomedical Science Information 
Management.” 

On February 18, COI 
sponsored the spring 2011 
doctoral colloquium. Dr. 
Daniel Peak, associate 
professor in the UNT 
Information Technology 
and Decision Sciences 
Department, presented 
“Why Aesthetics and 

Visual Design Knowledge Are Necessary 
for IS and IT?,” an introduction and 
theoretical background of Visual Design 
and an experimental demonstration for the 
importance of aesthetics in information systems 
development. Dr. Victor Prybutok, UNT 
Regents Professor of Decision Sciences in the 
Information Technology and Decision Sciences 
Department and Interim Associate Dean of 
the Toulouse School of Graduate Studies, 
presented “Fast Food Selection: How Do We 
Decide?,” which gave an introduction to the 
research related to perceived quality of fast food 
restaurants. Dr. Prybutok has authored over 
100 journal articles, several book chapters, and 
made more than 70 conference presentations 
in information systems measurement, quality 
control, risk assessment, and applied statistics.

On April 29, TxCDK 
sponsored a workshop titled 
“SKOS-2-HIVE: Creating 
SKOS Vocabularies to Help 
Interdisciplinary Vocabulary 
Engineering.” Workshop 

leaders were: Hollie White, doctoral fellow at 
the SILS Metadata Research Center, and Craig 
Willis, graduate research assistant, both at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

College and Provost staff

 Seventeen students from Everman 
(TX) High School visited the Discovery 

Park campus on February 18, 2011. After a 
presentation about the LT undergraduate 

and graduate programs, 
students were bused to the 
main campus for lunch in the 
Union and a campus tour. 
The group then returned to 
Discovery Park for a tour  
of that facility. The students 
are taking a course to become 
Cisco Systems internet 
certified. 

COI News

Daniel Peak

At the Spring 2011 IIS Doctoral Col-
loquium held on March 25, Dr. Fran Miksa, 
Emeritus Professor, School of Information, The 
University of Texas at Austin, presented “Epi-
sodes in Information Study: Cautionary Tales.”
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Library and Information Sciences

Wendy Beecham (LIS MS ’87), 2011 
Outstanding Alumna, became the CEO of Watermark 
in September 2007. Her organization’s aim is to 
connect exceptional women leaders with people and 
ideas that impact the world. She led a transformation 
of the organization, clarifying the mission, upgrading 
the quality of the programming, and creating forums 
that enable deeper connect and collaboration among 
members to enhance their individuals and collective 
impacts. She has also forged the new Watermark name 
and brand identity that honors the organization’s 
enduring values, expresses its character, leads the 
market, and sets it apart in this fast moving world.  

Wendy was recently honored with both the 2010 
Women of Influence Award from the San Jose Business 
Journal honoring 100 women of influence in Silicon 
Valley, and the 2010 History Maker Award. She was 
also named one of the 25 Influential Business Women 
in San Francisco/Silicon Valley You Should Follow on 
Twitter.

Wendy, who has had over 25 years of corporate 
leadership experience, spent the majority of her career 
in electronic publishing, holding a variety of senior 
leadership roles—senior vice president of a division 

at LexisNexis Group, 
managing director of 
London-based Sweet & 
Maxwell Group, a legal 
division of the Thom-
son Corporation. Prior 
to joining Watermark, 
Wendy was president 
and founder of Flawless 
Leadership, a boutique-
consulting firm that 
coached C-level business 
leaders on executive per-
formance. In addition, she was chair for two CEO Peer 
Groups with Vistage International, the world’s largest 
CEO membership organization.

Wendy, who was honored at the UNT/LIS 
dinner, held on April 14, 2011 at the Texas Library 
Association conference, also presented a program 
during the TLA annual meeting. (see p. 5 for 
information on obtaining a tape from TLA)  “Everyone 
was so incredibly warm and generous and I’m thrilled 
to have been honored and to be able to participate,” 
she says.     

As reported in 
the fall 2010 issue of 
Call Number, LIS is 
bringing its Master’s 
degree program and 
popular online format 
to the U.S.-Affiliated 
Pacific Islands through 
the LEAP Cohort 
Program, beginning in 
fall 2011. Information 
sessions were held 
in three locations in 

January 2011. A nine-day web institute is scheduled for 
August at the College of Micronesia national campus 
in Pohnpei, Federated State of Micronesia. 
The web institute portion of the program 
includes an orientation, technology training, 
and instruction in the master’s program 
core courses, as well as time to socialize 
with institute colleagues and faculty.  

The cohort offers 23 scholarships 
and related support for Pacific Islander 
citizens living in American Samoa; the 
commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands; the Federated States of Chuuk, 
Kosrae, Pohnpei and Yap; Guam; the Re-

public of the Marshall Islands; and the Republic of 
Palau. Through funding from the Laura Bush 21st Cen-
tury Libraries Program, sponsored by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS), students will  
receive full tuition scholarships to complete the pro-
gram. The scholarships include $20,000 to cover  
tuition and fees for the 36 hour program, advising 
by a UNT faculty member, stipend to support travel 
and expenses, national and local professional associa-
tion dues, a laptop computer and software, and funds 
to support connectivity. Each student will be matched 
with a UNT University Libraries professional for aca-
demic support and mentoring. Students will attend 
professional development workshops and specialized 
classes on information literacy and technology.

In Fall 2010, Library and Information 
Sciences awarded 161 degrees,  
2 Bachelor’s, 157 Master’s, and 
2 PhDs; Learning Technologies 
awarded 52 degrees, 50 Bachelor’s 
and 2 Master’s. In Spring 2011 
Library and Information Sciences 
awarded 169 degrees, 7 bachelors, 
160 Masters, and 2 PhDs; Learning 
Technologies awarded 59 degrees, 
42 bachelors, 14 master’s, and 3 
PhDs.  

Fall 2010

LIS Bachelor’s
Rachel Ann Cox, Kacy Mayberry

LIS Masters
Cristina Abbenante, Carl Adkins, 
Martha Adkins, Page AlFonzo. Myrna 
Almaguer, Christopher Altnau, Treva 
Anderson, Christina Bailey, Steve 
Barrera, Susan Bartol, Ronald Belbin, 
Catherine Benton, Atalie Blount, 
Rebecca Blunk, Stacey Brednich, 
Elizabeth Bridges, Cassie Bruner, Carol 
Bufkin, Matthew Butler, Adrienna 
Cain, Lara Caldwell, Jennie Calhoun, 
Dennis Cassidy, Jennifer Chapman, 
Chia-Wen Cheng, Brandi Choules, 
Christy Cockran, Richard Coleman, 
Allison Craig, Glory Dalton, Nicole 
Davis, Manuel Del Bosque, Jennifer 
DeLett-Snyder, Marilyn Doherty, 
Christy Dolinger, JoAnna Easton, 
Danielle Elder, Arpine Eloyan, 
Genesee Emery, Stacie Farr, Leah 
Fawcett, Jessica Fessler, Quintin Fox, 
James Frith, Julie Fuller, Lynn Gaillard, 
Jennifer Gooch, Nicole Graham, 
Kristin Grance, Lauren Graves, Kelly 
Green, Kimberly Griffith, Darin Grodin, 
Alexander Guardiola, Brenda Gunter, 
Misty Guy, Nancy Haight, Rachel 
Hall, James Halsell, Larissa Hammond, 
Jordan Hanson, Michele Harber, 
Chad Hetterley, Jonathan Hobbs, 
Cheryl Hohimer, Charlotte Holloway, 
Richard Horah, Amy Hunsaker, 
Violeta Ilik, Christine Jackson, 
Heather Jenkins, Kari Johnson, Stacey 
Johnson, Julia Kanellos, Saritha 
Kasetty, Angela Keller, Margaret 
King, Christopher Kirk, Briana Knox, 
Cynthia Lancaster, Adrian Leal, Claire 
Legrand, Laura Leon, Sashenka 
Lopez-Bresnahan, Judann Luening, 
Victoria Maldonado, Howard Marks, 
Michael Marstella, Phillip Martin, 
Norma Martinez, Tricia Masterson, 
Steven Matview, Benjamin Maynard, 
Donald Mayne, Joyce McFadden, 
Ann McGuigan, Sabrina McKethan, 
Theresa McNutt, Saskia Mehlhorn, 
Kimbeley Mendez, Keri Moczygemba, 
Debbie Montenegro, Michelle Morris, 
Joy Nelson, Huong Nguyen, Ashlee 
Nishiya, Smart Okeh, Laura Owen, 
Shannon Padgett, April Palmer, David 
Palmer, Teresa Palmer, Jeffrey Parker, 

WENDY BEECHAM
LIS OUTSTANDING ALUMNA OF 2011

Wendy Beecham

LIS PACIFIC REGION COHORT 

Dr. Chandler with LEAP participants.
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Two of our own, a doctoral student and an alumnae, 
have been named as 2011 Library Journal Movers and 
Shakers, a group of emerging leaders in the library world, 
individuals who are innovative, creative, and making a 
difference.  Each year’s group of ten is selected from some 
150,000   librarians in the United States and Canada 
currently affiliated with public, school, academic, legal, 
medical, corporate, and institutional libraries. This year’s 
list includes Richard L. Hasenyager, Jr., an information 
science doctoral student, and Meg Gerritsen Knodl,  
who received the MS in 2004 through the Minnesota 
cohort. The award winners, who received  $5,000 awards, 
were honored at a reception in New York, hosted by the 
New York Times.

When Richard 
Hasenyager, director of 
library services, North 
East Independent School 
District, San Antonio, 
and a LIS adjunct pro-
fessor in catalog, speaks 
to community organiza-
tions and other groups, 
he talks about the critical 
role school libraries play 
in developing students’ life 
skills. “College and career 

readiness begin in kindergarten,” he says. “We can’t wait 
until students are in high school to teach them infor-
mation and media literacy skills.”  

In making this goal a reality, Richard recently ac-
complished the monumental task of creating one digi-
tal library collection for all 64 school libraries in his 
district. Elementary school access to ebooks changed 
from 7.88 per school to 677; middle school and high 
school access rose from 176 to 1,782 and 298 to 2,488 
respectively. Richard also was able to secure an addi-
tional $378,000 from ARRA (American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act) Special Education funds for addi-
tional e-products for students with special needs. 

Richard, the only school librarian liaison to the 
ALA Committee on Cataloging, has successfully lob-
bied for school libraries to have a voice in RDA (Na-
tional Test for Resources Description and Access). 
“School librarians are tasked with being instructional 

leaders and not catalogers,” he says. “I want to ensure 
that changes being made at the national level do not 
adversely affect them.”

Meg Gerritsen 
Knodl (MS ’04), Senior 
Librarian, Information and 
Online Services, uses so-
cial media to fine tune user 
services for the 41 library 
Hennepin County Library 
system that serves Min-
neapolis and surrounding 
areas. She conceived the 
idea from the interactive 
marketers, web develop-
ers, and public relations 
experts she met through 

the Social Media Breakfast Minneapolis/St. Paul. The 
result was Bookspace, the library’s internal social net-
work that includes a blog, book lists and other readers’ 
advisor tools, and maintains profiles with thousands of 
followers on Twitter, Facebook, Flickr, and You Tube.

Meg is also a social media adviser to other county 
government agencies. After demonstrating Hennepin 
County’s social media strategy to department directors 
and others in September 2009, several departments 
asked for a repeat performance. As a result, she was 
appointed to Hennepin’s Countywide Social Media 
Team. Her efforts have been so influential that she 
played a key role in Hennepin County becoming one 
of the top ten digital counties in the United States in 
2010, based on the Digital Counties Survey.

Meg has also made her mark in the business arena. 
Kane Consulting, an area social media marketing firm, 
named her to its 2010 Twin Cities’ Top 25 Most Influ-
ential Social Media Professionals on Twitter. She is the 
sole librarian on the list.

Meg and Richard are the ninth and tenth SLIS 
students and graduates to receive the honor. Earlier 
honorees include: Cathy Hartman (’91) and Corinne 
Hill (‘95) named Movers and Shakers in 2004; 
Miriam Rodrigues (’97), Kim Charlson (’84) and 
Michael Stephens (’07) in 2005; Charles Pace (‘90) 
in 2006; and Maurine Ambrosino (’01) and Melissa 
Rethlefsen (’04) in 2009.

Library and Information Sciences

The US News & World Report ranked the College of Information’s Library & 
Information Sciences Department 17th in the nation and ranked three of its 
programs in the top 15 in 2009. The health librarianship program is ranked 3rd, the 
school library media program is ranked 11th, and the services for children and youth 
program is ranked 13th, with 69% increase in enrollment in engineering, computer 
science and information science since 2000.   

COMMENCEMENT

continued from page 11

Jessica Pina,  
Elizabeth Ponder, Michael Purdy, 
Julie Pursley, Jane Redfearn, 
Deah Robbins, Andrea Robinson, 
Sharon Rockwell, Kerri Rowe, 
Natalie Schun, Tanesa Scott, 
Lisa Scroggins, Heather Shaw, 
Luann Shipman, Jaclyn Silvius, 
Samantha Smith, Blanca Smith-
Valencia, Kristin Smits, Michelle 
Speed, Shawn Stamm, Shannon 
Stark, Christin Stinson, Leah Stone, 
Rachel Stone, Jonathan Stovall, 
Michael Ta, Katherine Tally, Lisa 
Tang, Amy Taylor, Kimberly Taylorm, 
Kendra Thomae, LaTari Thompson, 
Ahmet Tmava, Debora Tomaselli, 
Mary Totin, Cindy Tran, Stephanie 
Vazquez, Rebecca Westbrookm, 
Veronica Wilkerson, W. Cole 
Williamson, Rebecca Wolff, 
Sarah Worthen, Joy Yeh 

LIS PHDs

Mehmet Odabasi, Tisha Slagle

LT Bachelors

Jamey Brooks, Norman Burch, 
Nancy Cushion, Sami ChbaniIdrissi, 
Mary Conger, Shawn Currie, Casey 
Daniel, Joseph Davis, Steven 
Eames, Kelly Eldridge, Rodney 
English, Darren Evans, Joan 
Fields, Atia Flynn, Lauren Fowler-
Carter, Trananda Graves, Todd 
Harper, Thomas Hicks,  Michael 
Husbands, Jerry Johannesen, 
Chloe Johnson, Vanissa Johnson, 
Elizabeth Jordan, Jeffrey Koenig, 
Leslie Lee, Scott Lisula, Chad 
Little, Tyler Maldonado, Jonathan 
Miller, Kathy Mitchell, Alan Moon, 
Jr., Rhett Jeffrey Morrison, Bryan 
Mullins, Bradley Myers, Clair O’Brien, 
Erin Owens, Martha Perez, Ariel 
Polanco, Charysse Roberson, 
Ashley Robinson, Brenda Schubert, 
Glory Smith, James Smith, III, Robert 
Townley, Jr., William Emanuel 
Underwood,, Joseph Wall, Joshua 
Watson, Bogan Worley, John 
Yarbrough, Glenn Zolotar

LT Masters

David Newfeld, Adalheidur Reed

Spring 2011

LIS Bachelors

Rebecca Bass, Sarah Buchanan, 
Brittany Carnagey, Amanda 
Hall, Robin Ibanez, Sean Walton, 
Hwapong Yu

continued on page 21

TWO NAMED 2011 LIBRARY JOURNAL MOVERS 
AND SHAKERS

Richard Hasenyager

Meg Gerritsen Knodl
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• Gender—female 81%, male 17% (female 78%, male 20%)

• Minorities—24% (18%)

• Employed 85% (93%), not seeking employment 10% (2%)

• Length of search for first job—0-3 months 68% (6%), 4-6 months 24% (20%), 6-12 months 4% (9%), not searching 4% (3%)

• Current job setting—academic 31% (25%), public 19% (24%), school 21% (16%), others 7% - highest in health (7%)

• Level of employment—management 45% (61%), supervision 19% (28%), other 36% (20%) 

• Use of knowledge and skills in current job—information science centers 85% (79%), non-centers 10% (9%)

• How well program prepared you for first job—very well 37% (26%), well 41% (37%), adequately 17% (30%), fair 9% (14%), poorly or not 
at all 4% (7%) 

• How would you rate the overall experience with program—excellent 66 % (42%), good 23% (43%), fair 9% (14%), poor 2% (2%)

• Professional activities since graduation—membership in association(s) 84% (83%), attendance at professional meetings 79% (83%), 
presented paper/poster 27% (29%),  held office 14% (18%)

• Satisfaction as a career—strongly agree 60% (54%), agree 33% (38%)

• Do you think you will be working in LIS 3 years from now—yes 88% (91%), no 12% (9%)

departments

At the Association of Library 
and Information Science Education 
(ALISE) annual conference, January 
4-7, San Diego, CA, LIS faculty and 
students who made contributions 
include:

Regents Professor Ana Cleveland 
(faculty), Xuequn “Della” Pan (PhD 
student), and Jodi Philbrick (LIS 
MS ’01), Poster, “Biology Graduate 
Students’ Use of NCBI Resources”   

Dr.  Yunfei Du (faculty), 
“Enhancing the Competitiveness of 
Rural Libraries in West Texas: A 
Community Outreach Approach”

Dr. Shawn Miksa (faculty), 
panelist, “Technical Services SIG,” and 
presentation “Teaching RDA”

Karen O’Brien (MS ‘04), “Open 
Session with the ALA Office of 
Accreditation” 

Daniella Smith (faculty), panelist, “School 
Library Media SIG”

Karen Snow (doctoral student) and 
Gretchen Hoffman (MS ’92), “Technical 
Services Education” and conveners and 
moderators, “Technical Services SIG”

Karen Snow “Preparing Students for a 
21st Century Cataloging Career”

Drs. Maurice Wheeler, Jeff Allen, and 
Elizabeth Figa (COI faculty members), “Men-
toring the Future Professorate in LIS: A Mod-
eled Approach”

Students and faculty who presented post-
ers at the iConference 2011, February 8-11, in 
Seattle, WA, include: 

Drs. Philip Turner and Lin Lin, Daniel 
Alemneh (PhD ’09), and Peemasak Angchun 
(PhD student), “Factors Affecting Selection of 
Information Sources: A Study of Ramkhamhaeng 
University Regional Campuses Graduate Students”  

Dr. Yunfei Du, “Enhancing Social Inclu-
sion of Rural Libraries: A Community Out-
reach Approach”

SYMPOSIUM ON 
COMICS STUDIES

Comic books are finding their way into the 
classroom all over the world and are being analyzed 
by scholars and used as literacy tools by educators 
from K-12 to the university level.  Members of 
the UNT faculty discussed these issues and more 
at an interdisciplinary symposium titled “Leaping 
Disciplinary Divides in a Single Bound!: The 
University of North Texas Symposium on 

Comic Studies,” 
that took place 
February 25-26, 
2011.

  Dr. 
Elizabeth Figa 
(LIS faculty) was 
a panelist in a 
discussion group 
that opened the 
symposium titled 
“Comics across 
the Curriculum.” 
The conference 

featured UNT graduate Rob Weiner, author of 
three books on comic studies and documentary 
screening, and a discussion with film maker Todd 
Kent of his film Comic Book Literary. Weiner 
Douglas Campbell (LIS MS ’04 and UNT 
Libraries staff ) discussed “Comics Studies for 
K-12 Classrooms” during a breakout session; he, 
along with Dr. Figa  and Stephanie Noell (LIS 
MS student), were members of the symposium 
planning committee. Stephanie also created the 
website http://csid.unt.edu/comics/index/ 

Throughout her career, Dr. 
Susan Curzon, retiring dean of the 
library at California State University 
Northridge, had dreams of bringing 
an accredited MLIS program to her 
university. This dream was realized 
in 2009 when the first UNT/CSUN 
Greater Los Angeles MLIS Program 
began. The cohort is looking forward 
to graduation in August on the 
steps of the CSUN library with Dr. 
Curzon playing a prominent role in 
the ceremony.

Dr. Curzon served as the Dean 
of the Library at CSUN for eigh-
teen years and provided leadership 
through incredible challenges and 
significant growth. She presided over 
the cleanup and rebuilding of the li-
brary after the 6.7 scale Northridge 
earthquake destroyed an entire wing 
and damaged most of the library. The 
CSUN library was one of the first 
to introduce robot-assisted remote 
materials management. Dr. Curzon 
was featured on the cover of Library 

Journal twice and was the journal’s 
Librarian of the Year in 1993. 

“It was a privilege to work with 
someone as dedicated and talented as 
Dean Curzon. Without her leader-
ship, this special partnership between 
CSUN and UNT, DLIS would 
not have been possible,” said Dr. 
Phil Turner, director of the UNT/
CSUN program. A second cohort 
will begin their studies this fall.

First row (left to right): Doctoral students Sergiy Polyakov, 
Xuequn Pan; second row (left to right): Doctoral student 
Elena Vassilieva, Dr. Shawne Miksa, Dr. Margaret Carroll, 
Doctoral students Hong Xu and Karen Snow.

FACULTY, STUDENTS AND ALUMNI  
PRESENTATIONS

DR. SUSAN CURZON, DEAN OF OVIATT LIBRARY
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY NORTHRIDGE, RETIRES 

Susan Curzon
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departments

The iSchools 
announce that three 
academic institutions 
have joined its collec-
tion of information 
schools dedicated 

to advancing the information field in the 21st 
century. The new iSchools are the School of 
Library, Archival & Information Studies at 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver; the 
College of Communication and Information 
Studies at University of Kentucky, Lexington; 
and the Department of Information Studies 
at University College London. With these ad-
ditions, there are now 31 member-iSchools 
worldwide.     

The North Texas Chapter of the 
American Society for Information Science 
and Technology (NT-ASIS&T) held a 
special meeting on March 25, 2011 to hear 
speakers discuss the process of presenting 
posters of academic work. Topics included 
idea formulation, proposals, poster layout and 
design software, tools, techniques, tips and 
tricks, and the presentation process. Speakers 
included: Drs. Brian O’Connor, Oksana 
Zavalina, Shawne Miksa, and Miguel Ruiz. 

A feature article on LEAP, the MS 
program LIS is starting in the U.S.-affiliated 
Pacific Islands (see article p. 12), appeared in 
a recent issue of  Saipan Tribune, a newspaper 
covering the Northern Mariana Islands.

On April 15, LIS PhD students were 
invited to present posters of current research 
at a mini conference.  The session was intended 
for students to present work in progress, 
preliminary results, pilot studies, new though-
providing ideas, or novel applications/
implementations.

Kathy Hoffman, a member of the LIS 
Advisory Board, was awarded the Texas Li-
brary Association Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the annual conference in April. 

The WILIS2 project (Workforce Issues in Library and Information Science2), funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 
and conducted at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, compares alumni survey responses for each of the  participating library  and information 
science program with alumni responses from all other 39 participating programs. Each participating program provided a random sample of 250 of their 
master’s degree graduates from the previous five years for use by the surveyors.

Percentiles that follow compare UNT alumni responses with those of all other participating programs. The figure following each category repre-
sents UNT; the figure in parenthesis and in green represents all other programs participating. 

LIS RANKS IN WILIS2 EVALUATION SURVEY

• Gender—female 81%, male 17% (female 78%, male 20%)

• Minorities—24% (18%)

• Employed 85% (93%), not seeking employment 10% (2%)

• Length of search for first job—0-3 months 68% (6%), 4-6 months 24% (20%), 6-12 months 4% (9%), not searching 4% (3%)

• Current job setting—academic 31% (25%), public 19% (24%), school 21% (16%), others 7% - highest in health (7%)

• Level of employment—management 45% (61%), supervision 19% (28%), other 36% (20%) 

• Use of knowledge and skills in current job—information science centers 85% (79%), non-centers 10% (9%)

• How well program prepared you for first job—very well 37% (26%), well 41% (37%), adequately 17% (30%), fair 9% (14%), poorly or not 
at all 4% (7%) 

• How would you rate the overall experience with program—excellent 66 % (42%), good 23% (43%), fair 9% (14%), poor 2% (2%)

• Professional activities since graduation—membership in association(s) 84% (83%), attendance at professional meetings 79% (83%), 
presented paper/poster 27% (29%),  held office 14% (18%)

• Satisfaction as a career—strongly agree 60% (54%), agree 33% (38%)

• Do you think you will be working in LIS 3 years from now—yes 88% (91%), no 12% (9%)

    news  
       notes

TWO COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE LIBRARY 
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS

The Tarrant 
County College 
and the Trinity 
River Campus has 
announced approval of the proposal to offer a 
Library Technical Certificate and an Associate 
of Arts degree in Library Technology, beginning 
in the fall of 2011. On completing the program, 
students who wish to become librarians will be 
able to transfer to UNT to complete the LT un-
dergraduate BAAS ATPI program and then enter 
the MS in Library and Information Sciences. Dr. 
Herman Totten and Toby Faber served on the 
TCC Trinity River Advisory Committee that cre-
ated the plan.

  Palo Alto  
College, San Anto-
nio, TX, is offering 
a Library Technology Assistant program that pro-
vides graduates with technical and practical skills 
for careers in libraries of all kinds. Students prog-
ress from theory to hands-on-practice in the four 
major service areas of libraries, and to practice and 
discussion of skills required on the job. As with 
the Tarrant County College program, students are 
then able to enter the BAAS program for a bach-
elor’s degree. Those may then opt to enter the MS 
in Library and Information Sciences program.  

Kathy Hoffman
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departments

In a past issue of the International Journal of Gaming and Computer-
Mediate Simulations ( January-March 2011), students from the Educa-
tional Computing program have a paper published in the special edition 
on Virtual Environments for Learning. The research presented was con-
ducted over three semesters in 2008 and 2009 between different doctoral 
courses using Dr. Greg Jones research framework. The presentation of the 
research was accepted at the 2010 Applied Research in Virtual Environ-
ments for Learning Special Interest Group (ARVEL SIG) of the Ameri-
can Educational Research Association (AERA), held in Denver, CO. The 
paper was one of several that were asked to then submit a journal article of 
the research for publication in the special issue. Editors of the Special Issue 
include Dr. Scott Warren and Dr. Jones. “Virtual Learning Environments. 
The oLTECx: A Study of Participants Attitudes and Experiences,” is by 
the following students: Adriana D’Alba, a full-time student in the Edu-
cational Computing PhD program; Anjum Najmi, a teaching fellow in 
the LT Department who is working on her PhD in Educational Comput-
ing through the LIS Department; Jonathan Gratch, a graduate student 
in the LT Department; Chris Bigenho, director of educational technol-
ogy at Greenhill School, Dallas, and a doctoral candidate in Educational  
Computing and Cognitive systems in the LT Department. 

The recent release of the summary of the Invitational Summit, 
Redefining Teacher Education for Digital Age Learners, in preparation for 1.5 
years, involved three UNT professors. Regents Professor Gerald Knezek 
(LT) served on the Steering Committee and the Writing Section, along 
with Dr. Tandra Tyler-
Wood (LT) and Dr. 
Rhoda Christensen who 
also were contributors. 
The pdf version can be 
accessed by clicking on 
Summit Report at the 
web site http://www.
redefineteachered.org/  
Dr. Knezek stated that 
“Our [UNT] reputation 
in the nation and world 
regarding characteristic 
of (technology-immersed) digital age learners is growing.” He has been 
asked, along with Dr. Christensen and Kwok-Wing Lai of New Zealand, 
to lead the writing of a two-page brief on this topic for the International 
EduSummIT to be held at UNESCO in June.

The American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting 
was held April 8-12 2011 in New Orleans, LA. The students and faculty 
research from the Department of Learning Technologies were well repre-
sented.  They presented alone and with faculty on topics ranging from the 
use of the Nintendo Wii for classroom learning (Dr. Lin Lin) to the use 
of digital technologies to support educational inquiry (Drs. Scott Warren 
and Greg Jones, with doctoral students) to the use of computer simula-
tions to prepare teacher education (Dr. Tyler-Wood), and in the area of 
the effectiveness of grant writing courses (Dr. Kim Nimon). 

faculty

 Regents Professor Cathleen Norris, 
Learning Technologies faculty member known 

world-wide in 
the area of mo-
bile learning and 
technology, has 
been awarded 
this year’s Bruce 
Street Scholars 
Award. As part 
of the Bruce 
Street Scholars 
program, Dr. 
Morris will host 
three outstand-

ing visiting scholars during the summer of 2011: 
Dr. Julie Evans, Director, Project Tomorrow, 
the country’s leader in documenting the trans-
formation that mobile technologies are having 
on the youth of today and tomorrow; Professor  
Tak-Wai Chan, a leading researcher in educa-

tion and technology in Taiwan and Asia; and 
Professor Elliot Soloway, one of the world’s 
leading advocates of mobile learning.  Each of 
the visitors will be on campus for a week to in-
teract with faculty and staff and to instruct in 
masters/doctoral level courses for the College 
of Information. 

A result of the Bruce Street Award will be 
to produce a book that will serve as a resource 
on mobile learning for both researchers and 
practitioners. Dr. Norris will take the lead in 
editing the book. Each of the visiting scholars 
will be asked to produce chapters.

In addition to publishing numerous arti-
cles and books in the field, Dr. Norris has given 
127 invited keynote presentations, 36 of which 
were international, allowing visits to the coun-
tries of Taiwan, China, Italy, Germany, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Hong Kong, South Africa, and 
France.

From left to right 
back row: Brad Trus-
sell, Dr. Scott Warren, 
Jonathan Gratch; 
front row:
Leila Mills, Shelly Zhu, 
Debbie Blackwell, 
Mary Weis, Jenny 
Wakefield. 

Drs. Tandra Tyler-Wood and Gerald Knezek

REGENTS PROFESSOR  
CATHLEEN NORRIS RECEIVES 
BRUCE STREET SCHOLAR AWARD

Cathleen Norris

FACULTY AND 
STUDENTS CAPTURE 
AWARDS

 
At the Society for Information Technol-

ogy & Teacher Education (SITE) conference, 
held March 7-11, 2011 in Nashville, TN, 
seven of the 700 papers accepted for presen-
tation were selected by blind peer review for 
Outstanding Paper awards. Two of the seven 
were by authors from UNT.  The award win-
ning titles of the papers and authors are:

“Validating the Computer Attitude 
Questionnaire NSF ITEST (CAQ N/1)” by 
Lila Mills, Jenny Wakefield, Anjum Najmi, 
Dean Surface (LT doctoral student), Rhonda 
Christensen (PhD ’97 LT staff ), and Gerald 
Knezek (LT faculty).

“Virtual Gender Roles: Is Gender a Bet-
ter Predictor of Internet Use than Sex” by 
Amy Trombley (LT doctoral student). 
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Library & Information Sciences
In addition to teaching 

the UNT LIS Special Librar-
ies & Information Centers on 
line, Dr. Margaret Carroll 
(LIS PhD ’10) is also serving 
in adjunct relationships with 
three other universities. She 
is teaching online courses for: 
University of Washington 

- iSchool, Management of Information Orga-
nizations; Drexel University -  iSchool, Special 
Libraries & Information Centers; and San Jose 
State University School of Library & Informa-
tion Science, Information Organizations & 
Management. Dr. Carroll formerly managed Mi-
crosoft Corporation’s five libraries which were 
based in four states. Prior to joining Microsoft in 
1995, she managed a Defense Systems Library 
and later the Information Technology Group Li-
brary at Texas Instruments. She has been a LIS 
adjunct faculty member since 1996. 

Regents Professor Ana Cleveland was 
asked to speak about the course SLIS 5670 
(Disaster Management for Information Profes-
sionals) at the National Library of Medicine’s 
Disaster Outreach Symposium in March 2011. 
The Medical Library Association and the Na-
tional Library of Medicine have invited her to 

be part of a Working Group 
to examine competencies and 
skills that are needed for the 
Medical Library Association’s 
Disaster Information Special-
ization. Dr. Cleveland’s Janet 
Doe lecture, “Miles to Go 
before We Sleep: Education, 
Technology, and the Changing 
Paradigms in Health Informa-

tion,” was published in the January 2011 issue of 
the Journal of the Medical Library Association. In 
addition, she has been recognized as a Distin-
guished Member of the Academy of Health In-
formation Professionals by the Medical Library 
Association.  

In spring 2010, Dean 
Herman Totten appointed 
Dr. Elizabeth Figa as Co-
Director of the Information 
Research and Analysis Lab in 
the College of Information. 
At the Association for Library 
and Information Science Edu-
cation (ALISE) in San Diego, 
Dr. Figa delivered a paper ti-

tled “Mentoring the Future Professoriate in LIS: 
A Modeled Approach.” She will serve as chair 
of the ALISE Award for Teaching Excellence 

faculty

Surrounded by family, friends, and col-
leagues, Margaret Irby Nichols received the 
2011 Outstanding Alumna Service Award 
at the UNT Awards Dinner, April 15. This 
prestigious award recognizes individuals who 
contribute exceptional volunteer service to the 
University.

Margaret Nichols, professor emeritus, 
taught 40 years in the School of Library and 

Information Sciences, now a part of the College 
of Information. She received her bachelor’s de-
gree in library science from North Texas State 
Teachers College in 1945 and worked for 10 
years in various library positions after receiving 
a master’s degree in the field from the University 
of Texas at Austin. Subsequently, she returned 
to her alma mater for a faculty position retiring 
from full-time teaching in 1990 and continu-
ing to teach in modified service until the end of 
the fall 1995 semester. She received a Student 
Association Honor Professor Award for teach-
ing, scholarship and service to 
students, and her influence and 
mentoring led her former stu-
dents to create a scholarship 
endowment in her name.

Margaret Nichols has 
edited the alumni magazine, 
Call Number, for what is now 
the College of Information, for 
the past 23 years. Nationally 
recognized as an educator in 
reference services and govern-
ment documents, she conduct-

ed more than 400 workshops throughout the 
nation and published six books and numerous 
articles on reference and information services. 
She is a past president of the Texas Library As-
sociation, which presented her with a Distin-
guished Service Award and proclaimed her a 
20th Century Library Champion.

Melody Kelly (MLS ‘73)
UNT Emeritus Associate Dean 
of Libraries

MARGARET IRBY NICHOLS RECEIVES HONOR

Margaret Irby Nichols

Margaret Nichols with family and friends. Her daughter, son, 
and grandson stand behind her.

Other Faculty Activities

Faculty Activities continued on page 18

Ana Cleveland

Elizabeth Figa

Margaret Carroll

Kim Nimon

At the Academy of Human Resource 
Development conference in Chicago, IL, 
February 23-26, two of the six 2011 Cut-
ting Edge Awards went to COI faculty.  

Dr. Kim Nimon (LT) 
and others, “The De-
velopment and As-
sessment of an Instru-
ment for Measuring 
Mental Model Styles,”  
Drs. Jessica Li (LT), 
Yunfei Du (LIS), 
and Derrick D’Sourza 

(UNT College of Business), “The Promise 
of Virtual Worlds to Learning in Organiza-
tions.”   

COI faculty, staff, and students have 
begun Research Fridays, a brown bag 
lunch, at which one of the group serves as 
presenter. At the first gathering on April 1, 
2011, Dr. Kim Nimon discussed her cur-
rent research problem concerning automat-
ing manual examinations of studies. 
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faculty

2011-12. Dr. Figa was one of 
the planners and participants 
of the UNT Symposium on 
Comics Studies held in Feb-
ruary 2011 (see p. 14). 

Dr. Gale Hannigan 
(PhD ‘00 and LIS Health 
Informatics Adjunct Faculty) 
has been awarded the 2010 
Medical Library Association 
Lucretia W. McClure Excel-
lence in Education Award. 

Dr. Janet Hilbun (LIS) 
presented workshops at the 
Fay B. Kaisler Children’s 
Festival at the University of 
Southern Mississippi and at 
Region X Educational Service 

Center in April. She also presented all day in-
service workshops on “Using Your Library 
Collection to Make the TEKS (Texas Essential 
Knowledge Skills) Connection for the Denton 
and Plano ISDs. She is serving her second year 
on YALSA’s (Young Adult Library Services 
Association) Best Fiction for Young Adults 
Committee.   

Dr. Shawne Miksa will 
serve as Interim Program 
Coordinator for the Interdis-
ciplinary Information Science 
PhD this year. She, along with 
Barbara Tillett of the Library 
of Congress, were present-
ers at a TLA preconference 
in April 2011. At the Third 

North American Symposium on Knowledge 
Organization to be held June 16-17, 2011 at 
Ryerson University, Toronto, she will present a 
paper titled “Losing Control: The Relinquishing 
of Control in Subject Analysis and Subject Rep-
resentation.”  

Julie Nichols (MS ’02), 
library instruction coordi-
nator, Northeast Lakeview 
College, San Antonio and 
LIS adjunct professor, co-
presented at two conferences, 
Texas Distance Learning 
Association Annual Confer-
ence, April 20-23, 2011, and 

LOEX (Library Orientation Exchange) Annual 
Conference, Fort Worth, May 5-7, 2011. The 
presentation, titled “Match Made in Heaven: 
Blackboard Vista, Information Literary, and 
College Freshmen,” concerns the use of Black-
board Vista to deliver library instruction to first 
semester freshmen English students. The tuto-
rial emphasizes basic information literacy skills 
that are reinforced with a follow-up face-to-face 
library instruction session. Julie was selected 
by her college as a recipient of a NISOD (Na-
tional Institute for Staff and Organizational  

Development) Excellence Award that was 
awarded at the NISOD conference, May 30-
June 1. While on faculty development leave 
during Fall 2010, Dr. Brian O’Connor did two 
things: worked with his son Ethan on a book 
project: Resolving the Past: A Signal Processing 
Model of Photographic Documents; and worked 
with Dr. Irene Klaver on Philosophy and Reli-
gion Studies on Deerfield Essays, a set of video 
and word essays on 21st century relationships of 
people and working farm animals. In February, 
he and Dr. Richard Anderson, one of our PhD 
grads and head of computing security at UNT, 
along with Melody McCotter, PhD student, con-
ducted research and presented the results at the 
iConference in Seattle—“What Makes a Movie? 
Digraphic Representation of Discontinuities.”  

At the European Coun-
cil of International Schools 
(ECIS) triennial conference, 
Istanbul, Turkey, May 11-15, 
2011, Barbara Schultz-Jones 
presented the research results 
of a joint study with LIS mas-
ter’s student Betty Turpin 
from Stuttgart Germany titled 
“Examining School Librar-
ies as Learning Environments 

in International Schools.” She has published a 
book chapter titled “Assessing School Library 
Learning Environments” in Global Perspectives 
on School Libraries: Projects and Practices (IFLA/
IASL joint publication, 2011). On January 6, 
2011, she co-presented “Optimal Learning En-
vironments: Common Elements for Science 
Classrooms and School Libraries” at the 9th 
Hawaii International Conference on Education, 
Honolulu, HI. Her article “School Librarians, 
Teachers and Optima STEM Learning Envi-
ronments” in Knowledge Quest 39(2), 12-18, 
was by invitation. Contained in the Proceedings 
of the 14th International Association of School 
Librarianship Annual Conference, Brisbane 
Australia, September 27-30 co-authored re-
search paper titled “Assessing School Libraries 
as Learning Environments: Examining Student’s 
Perceptions in Grades Three, Four and Five,” and 
a contributed paper with Toby Faber (MS ’04)
and doctoral student Jan Reed  titled “Through 
the Lens of New School Librarians: The Appli-
cation of Standards to Delivering Excellence to 
the Profession.” 

Daniella Smith co-au-
thored two white papers that 
have added to the National 
Science Foundation Social, 
Behavioral & Economic Sci-
ences database: “From Dis-
trict to Desk Top: Making 
the Most of Broadband in 
Schools,” and “From Paper to 

Pixel: Digital Textbooks in Schools.” She pre-

sented a paper titled “Using Graduate Education 
to Teach Technology Integration Leadership 
Behaviors” at the SITE (Society for Informa-
tion Technology & Teacher Education) confer-
ence. The paper is available on the SITE 2011 
Conference Proceedings through the EdiTLIB 
(Education and Information Technology Digital 
Library) database. 

Dr. Herman Totten served as editor 
of Bibliographical Control of Afro-American 
Literature, 3 volumes, which now have been 
digitized by UNT libraries. The compilation of 
conference papers discusses issues in cataloging 
and archiving African-American literature 
including relevant subject headings, sources 
of texts, and collection development.   Dr. 
Totten was the Convocation speaker at the 50th 
Anniversary of his graduation class at Wiley 
College, Marshall, TX. The celebration was 
held during the school’s Annual Founders and 
Charter Day celebration.

At the annual confer-
ence of the National Council 
of Black Studies, held March 
17-19 in Cincinnati, OH, Dr. 
Maurice Wheeler presented 
the preliminary findings of 
a research study related to 
music and U.S. politics, us-
ing the White House’s his-

tory as a musical venue for his research. His 
research paper, “Singing in the Big House: 
African American Opera Singers and White 
House Politics,” chronicles the major political, 
cultural and social issues that affected Ameri-
can society from before the Civil War to the 
late 20th century. The paper reports research 
that establishes a more comprehensive listing of 
African American classical musicians who have 
performed at the White House and discusses 
the political and cultural circumstances that 
led to their engagements. Lastly, it makes the 
link between Presidential musical taste, inter-
est (or lack thereof ), political and social agen-
das, and the development of over 200 years of  
American culture. 

Learning Technologies
Dr. Demetria Ennis-

Cole is conducting a study 
to determine what school li-
brarians in Texas know about 
autism, whether or not they 
currently offer support to 
students in the Autism Spec-
trum, and whether or not 
they assist teachers and par-
ents of students by locating 

resources. She has stopped collecting data for 
the study, with 309 responses, and is writing the 

Faculty Activities continued from page 17
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REBECCA HOW 
Featured Staff Member

Rebecca How spends 
most of her time in the Col-
lege of Information working 
with students who have been 
in the work force for a num-
ber of years and are entering a 
new phase of their career de-
velopment. She assists them 
in becoming certified in such 

areas as teaching, health science technology, 
marketing, and trade. This program, the Bach-
elor of Applied Arts and Sciences (BAAS), 
provides a direct path to a four-year bachelor’s 
degree after earning a technical or applied de-
gree from a community college, and/or by the 
acceptance of technical, applied, or military 
credits from approved institutions. The courses 
for this program are available 100% online and 
taught by faculty regarded for their innovative 
practices in distance learning. 

Rebecca received both the bachelor’s and 
master’s (business) degrees from Tarleton State 
University. Before coming to UNT, she worked 
fifteen years in Missouri in the area of econom-
ic development, working with small businesses, 
and with the Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Center, providing marketing assistance to man-
ufacturers in the states of Missouri, Kansas, 
and Arkansas. She returned to Texas when her 
husband accepted a position working in nuclear 
medicine research.

Rebecca, her husband and two teenage 
daughters are active in their church and com-
munity garden. She has roots at UNT and par-
ticularly the College of Information, since her 
mother, Carolyn Waldrep Letzkus, graduated 
from the School of Library and Information 
Sciences in 1962.

Staff News
Diane Green, formerly assistant to the as-

sociate dean and Interdisciplinary Information 
Science PhD program, has moved to the COI 
Budget Office. Malaina Mobley is Diane’s re-
placement in the assistant position.

Missy McCormick is 
the new special assistant to 
the COI dean. Paula King, 
her predecessor who had a 
long history with SLIS and 
COI, has retired. Missy was 
previously senior adminis-
trative assistant in the Texas 
Woman’s University Office 

of Undergraduate Studies. She received the BA 
degree from the University of Texas at Aus-
tin and the MS in Family Studies from Texas 
Woman’s University. 

staff

results. Dr. Ennis-Cole reports that the “research 
was descriptive in nature; I wanted to know more 
about the needs, issues, and interventions used 
by families who had autistic children.” 

Dr. Greg Jones has been 
invited to be one of three key 
speakers for the National  
Science Teachers Association, 
Science Education Technol-
ogy Strand. Dr. Jones attended 
the American Educational Re-
search Association conference 
in New Orleans, April 8-12, 
2011 where he served as pro-
gram chair for the Applied Re-
search in Virtual Environments 
for Learning SIG. Dr. Scott 
Warren is chair-elect of the 
group. Dr. Jones and doctoral 
student Adriana D’Alba were 
speakers at the Spring 2011 
IIS Doctoral Colloquium titled 
“Virtual Environments and 

Museum Research.” Dr. Mark Christal from the 
Smithsonian Institution also spoke. 

When Dr. Lin Lin served 
as faculty marshal of the UNT 
Spring 2011 Commencement 
Ceremonies, she marched her 
son’s group, the TAMS (Texas 
and Science Academy of Math-
ematics and Science) seniors. 
TAMS is the UNT residential 
program for gifted students in 
math and science. 

Dr. Kim Nimon was elected Program 
Chair/President-Elect of SERA (Southwest 
Educational Research Association) at the Febru-
ary 2-5, 2011, in San Antonio. She also was re-
cently appointed to serve as the Assistant Editor 
for Human Resource Development Quarterly.   Her 
recent publications include:  with D. Zigarmi, D. 
Houson, D. Witt, & J. Diehl, “The Work Con-

dition Inventory: Initial Evidence of Construct 
Validity,” Human Resource Development Quarterly 
(in press); and with D.E. D’Souza, T.L. Clower, 
E.A. Oldmixon, and F.S. Van Tassell, “Develop-
ing a Mission/Vision Statement for a Faculty 
Senate,” Planning for Higher Education, 39(2), 15-
24. Dr. Nimon was awarded 2011 cutting edge 
awards from the Academy of Human Resource 
Development for the paper, “The Development 
and Assessment of an Instrument for Measur-
ing Mental Model Styles,” co-authored with Ji 
Hoon Song, Thomas Chermack, Myungweon 
Choi, and Russell Korte.  She was appointed the 
External Evaluator for the CHAMPS grant, a 
$2.7 million National Science Foundation grant, 
geared at challenging algorithmics and math-
ematics in problem solving for middle school 
students. 

Regents Professor Cathie Norris (LT), 
co-founder of mobile learning development 
GoKnow, (the use of mobile devices for educa-
tional purposes by students) reports that   mobile 
learning is rapidly moving from an experimental 
initiative by a few innovative school districts over 
the last five years to a broadly accepted concept in 
K12. The latest research and surveys, results of pi-
lot programs, and analysis of trends in both public 
education and the broader technology industry all 
indicate that ubiquitous mobile learning with mo-
bile devices in every student’s hands and used in ev-
ery classroom, school and district in the country is 
advancing quickly and will arrive faster than many 
expected. 

Drs. Michele (Mickey) 
and Jerry Wircenski attended 
the Learning and the Brain In-
ternational Conference in San 
Francisco, CA, in February 
2011. At the 23rd At-Risk An-
nual Forum in Myrtle Beach, 
SC, they presented “Websites 
to Facilitate Transition for At-
Risk Students.”  
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students

Each spring the faculty chooses students 
of the previous academic year to receive special 
awards on behalf of the College of Information. 
The students listed below received formal rec-
ognition at ceremonies on UNT’s Honors Day, 
April 8, 2011.

Library and Information Sciences
Tracy Bulot – Outstanding Student Library 
Science Award 

Tracy began her career in education with 
a degree from Pacific Lutheran University, 
Tacoma, WA. After moving to Alaska and 

spending seven years as 
an elementary teacher, she 
decided to take her love of 
books in a new direction 
by becoming an elementary 
school librarian. For the next 
seven years, she was a school 
librarian in the Anchorage 
School District serving pre-

school through sixth grade students. After 
moving to McKinney, TX in 2006, she entered 
the UNT library and information science 

2011 HONORS DAY RECIPIENTS

Tracy Bulot

Honors Day continued on page 20
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master’s program, graduating in 2010. She is currently 
the school librarian at Alton Boyd Elementary School, 
Allen, TX where she says she “has the opportunity to 
work with kindergarten through sixth grade students, 
encouraging them to be successful information seekers 
and life-long learners.”

Kristen Burgess – Outstanding 
Georgia Faculty Recognition Award

Kristen, who received the MS in 
Library Science with a specialization 
in Health Informatics and a Gradu-
ate Academic Certificate in Digital 
Content Management in 2010, is 
currently an Associate Fellow at the 
National Library of Medicine. While 
completing her degree, Kristen 

worked as the senior administrator at KDH Research 
& Communication, a public health and policy research 
institution. During that time, she also interned with the 
MetaArchive Cooperative and the Morehouse School 
of Medicine Library in Atlanta, GA and volunteered in 
the Family Library and Inman Medical Library at Chil-
dren’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Eagleston. 

She received the BA in International Studies from 
Emory University.

John Crockett – Outstanding 
Nevada-Utah Faculty Recognition 
Award

After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Vermont, John moved west 
and fell in love with Lake Tahoe 
where he began a career in informa-
tion science. He is a Library Assistant 
II in youth services at Incline Village 

Library, a branch of Washoe County Library System. 
John reports that he “enjoys serving young patrons 
with innovative programming such as Naked Mole Rat 
Storytime and the Teen Tech Week animated video 
contest.” John traveled to Kyiv, Ukraine with the May 
2010 class led by Dr. Barbara Schultz-Jones and Toby 
Faber for ILS implementation at Kyiv International 
School. “To learn so much, explore a unique country, 
and do so with amazing people has been the highlight 
of my graduate school experience” he says.  

Victoria Curtis – Lis and Phil 
Turner Paper Award – third recipient

Victoria, a student in the 
Virginia cohort, holds a BA in history 
from Appalachian State University 
and a JD from Wake Forest University. 
She is currently an assistant librarian 
and environmental science teacher 
at Trinity Episcopal High School in 
Richmond, VA. Vikki reports that 

she loves “the ever growing availability of information 
and enjoys the challenge of helping high school students 
navigate their way through the mountains of information 
to find reliable resources for their research needs.”

Patrick Durkee – Lis and Phil Turner Paper Award- 
first recipient 

Patrick is a second-year MS student, scheduled to 

graduate this spring semester. He has 
been a UNT graduate library assistant 
for two years and is currently working 
in the Media Library as the assistant to 
the media cataloger. His interests are 
in cataloging and library history. Dur-
ing the current year, he has pursued an 
independent study on the teaching of 
library history in LIS graduate educa-

tion with Dr. Shawn Miksa. He is a former high school 
English and U.S. history teacher. Patrick and his wife, Dr. 
Denise Baxter of the UNT Department of Art Educa-
tion and Art History, have two young children. 

Megan Hodge – Outstanding 
Virginia Faculty Recognition Award 
and Lis and Phil Turner Paper Award 
– second recipient

Megan, who earned her Master 
of Science degree in August 2010, is 
currently the circulation supervisor 
for Randolph-Macon College. She is 
also a reference librarian for the col-

laborative virtual reference service My Info Question, a 
2011 Emerging Leader, and a book reviewer for Library 
Journal. Her professional interests are outreach, UX, 
instructional design, and emerging technologies. 

Berika Williams – Outstanding 
Houston Faculty Recognition Award

Berika, who graduated from the 
Houston Program in August 2010, 
is now Web Service Librarian at the 
University of Houston – Victoria. 
She is currently pursuing her Gradu-
ate Academic Certification (GAC) in 
Digital Content Management from 

LIS UNT. Active in the Special Libraries Association, 
she is serving as PR chair for the IT Division board. 
Her interests include writing, web design, and music. 
“I value the relationship that developed with my fellow 
classmates and LIS faculty,” she says. 

Learning Technologies  
Bertrand “Randy” Batiste – 
Outstanding PhD Student Award

Randy, project manager for the 
UNT Department of Rehabilita-
tion, Social Work and Addictions, 
has spent the majority of his career 
in vocational rehabilitation. After 
completing his BA in psychology, he 
began working in the field of disabil-
ity services. He was recruited by the 

Dallas Epilepsy Association to create a supported em-
ployment program for persons with epilepsy and was 
for many years a vocational rehabilitation counselor for 
the Texas Rehabilitation Commission, now known as 
the Division of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services.

Most recently, Randy served as the associate direc-
tor for the UNT Office of Disability Accommodations 
and as an adjunct faculty member for the Department 
of Rehabilitation, Social Work and Addictions. It was 
this experience that led him to pursue a doctorate in 
Applied Technology and Performance Improvement. 

Kristen Burgess

John Crockett

Victoria Curtis

Patrick Durkee

Megan Hodge

Berika Williams

Bertrand Batiste

The UNT Beta Beta Nu 
chapter of Beta Phi
Mu, the international library 
and information
Sciences honor society, 
extended invitations
to 31 Master’s students in 
spring 2011:

Alejandra Acevedo 
Terrina Anderson 
Kara Arndt 
Langston Bates 
Michele Brown 
Chermaine Burleson
Caroline Castillo
Rebecca Day
Patrick Durkee 
Elizabeth Freeny
Ron Fuller
David Galbraith
Veronica Garza 
Mary Hardt 
Jane Holt 
Stephanie Jones 
Sharon Lee 
Stephen Lingrell 
Noelle Miller 
Seth Miskimins 
Richard Monthie 
Laura Neergaard 
Tuan Nguyen 
Cora Padilla 
Kathryn Poulter 
Grace Rosales 
Brian Slone 
Eric Spicer
Lesley Tsuchiya 
Eric Upchurch 
Jaeger Wells
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LIS Masters
Alejandra Acevedo, Kelly Alipour, 
Terrina Anderson, Kara Arndt, Lia 
Banks, Denene Barnes, Melissa 
Barnes, Philip Barott, Langston 
Bates, Mary Belcher, Cassandra 
Berry, Anna Beyer, Stephanie 
Boring, Heather Botelho, Karen 
Braeuler, Ivy Brannen, Justin 
Broce, Michele Brown, Charmaine 
Burleson, Caroline Carr, Cristobal 
Chapa, Paula Chavez, Julie Clark, 
Veronica Clark,  Laura Collins, 
Beverly Conoly, Trudi Cooper, 
Michelle Costilla, Reed David, 
Michelle Delgado, Diane DeSalvo, 
Jason Dikes,  Allison Duke, April 
Dunning, Patrick Durkee, Erin 
Figert, Julie Fitzgerald, Valerie Fox, 
Elizabeth Freeny, Jane Freese, 
Shanelle Frye, Ronald Fuller, Quinn 
David Galbraith, Jacob Galindo, 
Maria Garcia, Kelsey Garner, 
Sandra Garza, Veronica Garza, 
Dona Gay, Christina Gilliam, Phyllis 
Grubbs-Anizan, Dena Hamilton, 
Mary Hardt, Laura Hare, Susan 
Harmon, Tracy Herson, Brigette 
Hewitt, Mary Holland, Joni 
Hutchins, Gretchen Irey, Cassie 
Janda, Angela Johnson, Wendy 
Johnston, Stephanie Jones,  
Sharon Lee, Stephen Lingrell, 
Preston Livingston, Armando 
Loera,  Kara Mackey, Laura 
Magana, Lisa Magenheimer, 
Nicholas Manca, Alison Martone, 
Erin Mattei, Samantha Matush, 
Jacqueline McDaniel, Jade 
McKenzie, Linda McNickle, Telishia 
Mickens-Long, Hillary Mihle, Noelle 
Miller, David Minchew, Seth 
Miskimins, Julie Montez, Richard 
Monthie, Alyssa Nance-Van Winkle, 
Laura Neergaard, Erin Neufeld, 
Tuan Nguyen, Brenna Normann, 
Amber Onorato, Cora Padilla, Sara 
Parrish, Masyn Phoenix, Kathryn 
Poulter, Melanie Price, Valeria 
Prilop, David Raley, Alexis Reusser, 
Sara Riley, Katherine Robberson, 
Dona Robertson, Julie Robledo, 
Catherine Rominger, Grace 
Rosales, Kelly Satarino, Cynthia 
Shamblin, Katherine Shilling, Brian 
Slone, Erin Spicer, Ginger Spiller, 
Kelly Statz, Katherine Stedman, 
Michelle Steenbergen, Heather 
Stephens, Kimberley Taber,  
Melissa Taylor, Sarah Thompson, 
Kristin Trevino, Lesley Tsuchiya, 
Eric Upchurch, Carl Vandestreek, 
William Varga, Julioe Velasquez, 
Kaleigh Vondervor, Cathryn Walker, 
Travis Walvoord, Lee Warshaw, 
Mira Washington, Dianna Weber, 
Jaegar Wells, Ann Western, Angela 
Whisenhant, Martha Wiant, D. 
Jill Wilkinson, Sarah Williams, 
Stephanie Williams, Jeffery 
Woodmansee, Jennifer Zinn    

COMMENCEMENT
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His research interest concerns the impact of assistive 
technology on learning and performance.

Adiana D’Alba – Outstanding 
Technologies PhD Student Award

Adiana is a full-time student 
in the Educational Computing PhD 
program. She is originally from Mex-
ico where she received a degree in 
graphic design. She also has a Mas-
ter’s degree in 2D/3D motion graph-
ics from the University of Glasgow 

in Scotland. Her research interests include 3D online 
learning environments, development and evaluation of 
educational programs (online and on site), and virtual 
museums.

Kristin Firmery – Outstanding 
Masters Student Award 

Kristin, a master’s student in 
the LT Applied Technology Perfor-
mance Improvement Program, serves 
as a Recruitment Specialist for the 
College of Information. In 2008, as 
an undergraduate   student, she was 
part of the College of Information 
Imaging Project team responsible for 

converting student records into the Image Now digi-
tal system. She also studied international management 
abroad in Italy and Greece. Recently, she was awarded 
the Soaring Eagle award for her outstanding service to 
the College of Information. She recently began her new 
position of ImageNow Project Coordinator. She holds 
a UNT Bachelor of Business Administration degree 
with a concentration in marketing. 

Patrick L. Johnson – Outstand-
ing Technologies Masters Student 
Award

Patrick, a native Texan, has 
worked for a public school district 
for the past 14 years. His back-
ground includes network engineer-
ing and information systems man-
agement. He is a member of several 
educational organizations and Phi 

Kappa Phi, the honor society. He will complete the 
MS in Computer Education and Cognitive Systems in  
December 2011.

Denise Philpot  - Outstanding PhD 
Student Award

Denise, who is an LT Applied 
Technology and Performance Im-
provement doctoral student,   holds 
a SBA from University of La Verne 
and an MBA in Organizational  
Behavior and Human Resource 
Management from UNT. Her expe-

rience includes 15 years as a systems analyst/customer 
account manager at Xerox Corporation and eight years 
as a high school business teacher in Texas. Her research 
interests include adult learning assessment, organiza-
tional performance, and effective development/imple-
mentation of job aids. She is in her second year as presi-
dent of the UNT Graduate Student Council.  

Leona Marie Scurry – Outstanding 
Undergraduate Student Award

Leona reports that she returned 
to college when she was 56 years old 
and received her first degree (AAS) 
in Culinary Arts. She is a chef with 
her own catering business, author, 
and is a UNT graduate with her 
BAAS degree in May 2011. She is 
mother of three, grandmother of six, 
and an active church member.

Jenny Wakefield – Outstanding 
Technologies PhD Student Award

Jenny works as a web devel-
oper and instructional designer at 
the University of Texas at Dallas in 
the Office of Undergraduate Stud-
ies and the Office of Student Success 
and Assessment. As a PhD student 
in the Educational Computing pro-

gram, she focuses her research on instructional design, 
peer-led team learning, social media & networks learn-
ing, and virtual worlds. She has edited and reviewed a 
number of books, magazines, and newsletters, reviewed 
conference proposals for ISTE, and written book chap-
ters on virtual worlds and social media in use in edu-
cation. She has created and maintained websites and 
online courses & training for institutions, companies, 
organizations, and individuals and produced graphic 
design for several institutions.  She holds a MS in 
Computer Education and Cognitive Systems, Teaching 
and Learning with Technology from UNT.

Other Recognitions on Honors Day
Dr. Demetria Ennis-Cole (LT 

faculty) was a UNT Community 
Service Award nominee.

Kailash Gupta (IIS doctoral 
student) for getting the Best-practice 
Paper 2010 Award from the Interna-
tional Emergency Management So-
ciety at the annual conference in Bei-
jing, China, June 2010. North Texas 
chapter of the American Society for 
Public Administration also gave him 
a first place cash award prize for the 
2010 Essay Competition.      

Shannon Stark was the UNT 
Special Recognition Award – COI 
nominee. 

Adiana D’Alba

Kristin Firmery

Patrick L.  
Johnson

Leona Marie 
Scurry

Denise Philpot

Jenny Wakefield

PERU STUDY ABROAD 
PROJECT

Twenty-four LIS students will experience 
planning, managing, implementing, and assessing 
substantial automation systems in three schools in 
the heart of the Incan Empire, two schools in Cusco 

continued on page 22
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and one in Urubamba, May 18 through June 
4, 2011. Colegio Nacional deCiencias del 
Cusco, was for a very long time one of the 
most prestigious schools in Peru. Several no-
table Peruvian leaders and heroes attended 
this school. Colegio San Jose La Salle, per-
haps the most prestigious school in Cusco, 
supports another school in the Sacred Val-
ley that is planning a grand opening during 
the group’s visit. Colegio Sagrado Corazon, 
the third school, located in Urbamba, the 
main city for the Sacred Valley, has only 260 
students with primary grades attending in 
the morning and secondary students attend-
ing in the afternoon. The library will be the 
first school library in Urubamba. The proj-
ect group has collected some 1,000 donated 
books for this library. Capstone Publishing 
has donated 300 bilingual (Spanish and Eng-
lish) books that will be donated to the K-12 
school in Urubamba.

Because of the size of the group and the 
scope of the project, four professors will pro-
vide coursework and leadership.  Dr. Barbara 
Schultz-Jones is the overall project manager. 
Toby Faber (MS ’04) will teach the automa-
tion course (SLIS 5750), Claudia Wayland 
(LIS MS ’10), Frisco Public Library, will teach 
the Seminar in Information Resources and 
Services for Special Clienteles (SLIS 5680), 
and Dr. Janet Hilbun will teach the Seminar 
in Trends and Issues in Hispanic Children’s 
and Young Adult Literature.  

Participating students reflect the diverse 
nature of the LIS distance learning curricu-
lum with residents from California, Georgia, 
Idaho, Nevada, and California. Texas stu-
dents are from Austin, the DFW area, Hous-
ton and San Antonio. Half of the group is 
fluent in Spanish, which will be helpful since 
one of the major challenges will be cataloging 
resources in Spanish.

The project is the re-
sult of the hard work of LIS 
alumni and current doctoral 
student, John Kurtenbach 
(MS ’04), a school librarian 
in an international school 
in Lima, Peru, and his col-
league Yvette, who worked 
tirelessly to locate the 
schools and make arrange-

ments for the project and visit.  
The group will spend most of the two-

week period in Cusco and Urubamba with a 
final weekend in Lima. One of the highlights 
of the trip will be a visit to Machu Picchu and 
a day in the mountain village where they will 
participate in the dedication of the school 
supported by Colegio San Jose La Salle. 

continued from page 21

John  
Kurtenbach

Three graduate research assistants who 
work with IITTL (The Institute for the  
Integration of Technology into Teaching and 
Learning) in the College of Information were 
recognized recently by the National Science 
Foundation in Washington, DC. The stu-
dents, Brenda Barrio, Amber Ellison and Sita 
Periathiruvadi, were selected to present papers 
at the Emerging Researchers National Con-
ference in STEM (Science Technology, Engi-
neering and Technology). The papers presented 
covered research conducted by the students as 
graduate research assistants in IITTL. Peri-
athiruuvadi and Ellison presented papers they 
had completed on the effectiveness of stimula-
tions for training future teachers. Their work was 
sponsored by a Research in Disabilities grant 
provided by the National Science Foundation. 
Barrio’s paper covered the effectiveness of on-
line, bilingual courses for training future special 

education teachers. Ms. Barrio’s research was 
sponsored by an International Grant provided 
by UNT. Attending the conference with the stu-
dents were their mentors and the principal inves-
tigators on both grants, Drs. Gerald Knezek and 
Tandra Tyler-Wood (LT faculty members).   

LT STUDENTS RECOGNIZED BY THE 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Two LIS students received scholarship 
awards from the Texas Library Association 
Black Caucus: Angel Durr and Altetha Ford. 

Page Alfonzo (LIS student) has a new po-
sition as Library Resident, Adjunct Librarian at 
Santa Barbara City College.

Peemasak Augchun 
(PhD student in information 
science) presented a poster 
at the Annual Federation 
Research Symposium at 
Texas Woman’s University 
titled: “Factors Related to 
the Selection of Information 
Sources: A Study of 
Rakhamhaeng University 

Regional Campuses Graduate Students”  
Mariya Gavrilova (LT doctoral program) 

is a recipient of the John Cone ASTD (Ameri-
can Society for Training and Development) 
Membership Scholarship to receive a one-year 
ASTD student membership. 

Karen Gutzman, a 
student in the LIS SWIM 
Cohort, has been awarded the 
Medical Library Association 
Scholarship for 2011. She 
received a BS in Biological 
Sciences from South Dakota 
State University and a M.A. 
in Theology from Luther 
Seminary, Saint Paul, MN. 

Karen taught biology and English in Liptovsky 
Mikulas, Slovakia for a year before returning to 
South Dakota to work as a research assistant 
with the National Children’s Study, the largest 
study of children’s health in the U.S. Her goal 

is to become a medical librarian at a hospital or 
research library.

Dana Johnson, a student 
in the LIS Virginia II cohort, 
has been selected to represent 
UNT LIS at   the 2011 ALA 
Annual Conference in New 
Orleans. She also received the 
District of Columbia Library 
Association (DCLA) Ruth 
Fine Student Loan, a loan that 
is forgiven upon proof of aca-

demic achievement.  
The authors of an article titled “Use and 

Value of Information Sources by Parents of 
Child Psychiatric Patients,” published in Health 
Information and Libraries Journal, includes 
two interdisciplinary doctoral students, Arte 
Kabashi (MS ‘08) and  Roger Burket.

Evelyn Keolian, a stu-
dent in the Virginia Cohort, 
has been awarded the Fred 
Coffey scholarship, a UNT 
scholarship for students with 
a disability. She also received 
a scholarship to attend the 
Hearing Loss Association 
conference in Washington, 
D.C. in mid-June. She is look-

ing forward to visiting the Library of Congress 
and Gallaudet University Library. 

Kristina Lambright 
(LIS student), library services 
specialist, Vinson & Elkins, 
Houston, is the winner of a 
stipend to attend the 2011 
Annual Special Libraries 
Conference in Philadelphia 
in June, awarded by the SLA 
Texas Chapter. Kristina also 

Peemask 
Augchun

Karen 
Gutzman

Dana Johnson

Evelyn Keolian

Kristina 
Lambright

Top: Gwen Copper NSF; Amber Ellison, UNT 
student; Linda Thurston, NSF program officer; 
Mark Leddy, NSF program officer. Bottom: Ger-
ald Knezek, UNT Faculty; Brenda Barrio, UNT 
student; Tandra Tyler-Wood, UNT Faculty; and 
Sita Perthiruvadi, UNT student.

continued on page 23



23www.coi.unt.edu     spring 2011   call number   

students COMMENCEMENT

continued from page 21

LIS PHDs 
Mohammad Alajmi, Idris Yildirim

LT Bachelors
Tonya Adams, Timothy Baron, 
Linda Blackman, Maria Brassil, 
Lindsay Burnz, Christopher Darden, 
Matthew Dill, Abiyan Eaglin, Bryan 
Fisher, Jacob Flores, John Flynt, 
Jeremy French, Stacy Griffith, 
Veronica Sirko, Ana Maria Arvizu, 
Beulah Hill, Joseph Holmes, 
Julianna Hughes, Indra Gunawan, 
Brian Jewell, Mark Jokerst, 
Debra Ann Jones, Charles Keller, 
Briannon Keydeniers, Matthew 
Lander, Annabel Marquez, 
Charles McPherson,  Caleb Mears, 
Chad Minarcin, Augustine Minor, 
Geoffrey Randolph, Araceli 
Salinas, Leola Scurry, Angela 
Sellers, Samuel Shasteen, Sherry 
Sipho, Cornelius Smith, Christy 
Titterington, Mark Ventura, Shelley 
Vickrey, Jacqueline West, Ethan 
Williams

LT Masters
James Black III, Aaron Cappotelli, 
Michele Ellis, Analisa Gabriel, 
Frederick Hansen, Karen Hicks, 
Hans Kocher, Adrian Ott, Erica 
Reese, Rhonda Rowles, James 
Summar, Jill Terry, Aquanetta 
Thompson, Jay Walker

LT PHDs
Don Kirk, Billy Moore, Angeline 
Rackler

Jeffery Steven 
Lynch

Alex Pettit

Cohort and Program News
Houston Program

Regents Professor Ana Cleveland and 
Jodi Philbrick hosted another highly suc-
cessful fall Houston All School Day on De-
cember 4, 2010. Dr. Suliman Hawamdeh, 
LIS professor and department chair, Dean 
Herman Totten offered greetings and up-
dates from LIS.  Sandy Ibanez, social media 
marketer, and a panel discussed social net-
working. Panelist included: Kimberly Gay, 
reference & instruction librarian, Prairie 
View A&M University Library; Grey Lam-
bert, library and records manager, King & 
Spalding; Laurissa Gann, outreach librarian, 
MD Anderson Cancer, Research Medical Li-
brary; Saima Kadir, manager, emerging tech-
nologies, Central Library electronic services, 
Houston Public Library and Dana Rooks, 
University of Houston Library Director and 
member of the LIS Advisory Board.  

The spring Houston All School Day 
took place on April 2 at the University of 
Houston, MD Anderson Library Elizabeth 
D. Rockwell Pavilion. The topic was “Navi-

gating Political Waters: A Primer for Infor-
mation Professionals,” a topic relevant to the 
current economic situation and jobs, with 
Dr. Martin Halbert, Dean of UNT Librar-
ies, leading the discussion. 

On February 11, 2011 the Houston 
LISSA hosted a “get something sweet for you 
and your sweetie” at the Chocolate Bar in 
Houston’s Rice Village. 

CSUN LA 
The LA cohort LISSA sponsored a 

tour of the Star Trek Exhibit, located at the 
Riverside Metropolitan Museum, November 
28, 2010. The exhibit, the largest collection 
of authentic Star Trek artifacts and informa-
tion ever put on public display, includes sets, 
costumes, priceless museum pieces and props 
from the television series and 11 Star Trek 
features films.  

     On December 19, the LA LISSA 
held a potluck celebration for the end of the 
semester and year at the home of Michele 
Lucero, association sponsor. 

received a travel grant from Private Law Libraries, a 
Special Interest Section of the American Association 
of Law Libraries, to attend their annual conference. 

Jeffrey Steven Lynch (LIS stu-
dent) is the College of Information 
senator for the UNT Student Gov-
ernment Association and is a candi-
date for the council presidency. 

Alex Pettit, doctoral 
student in the interdisciplinary 
information sciences program, 
has been named chief information 
officer for Oklahoma. The cabinet-
level position was created by the 
Oklahoma Legislature in 2010. 
Before being named to the position, 
Pettit served as a consultant and 
project manager for the renovation 
of Brown University’s data center. 
He also served as vice-president 
of Marsh Rick Consulting, chief 
technology officer for the city of 
Denton, and was a senior manager 

of information security services for the southwest 
region for the accounting firm of Ernst & Young LLP. 

Maurina Smith Powers, a stu-
dent in the LIS Houston program, 
received the Houston Mayor Annise 
Parker’s Extra Milers award. She 
is currently manager of the Scenic 
Woods Regional Library branch 
in northeast Houston, which is the 
neighborhood where she grew up. 
She oversees a small staff at the 
branch, which is also a multi-service 
center where community groups 

hold meetings, senior citizens take computer-literacy 
classes, and school children without Internet access 
at home do their homework. “Maria is an outstand-
ing employee who exemplifies what we are trying to 
achieve,” Mayor Parker said. “Even in the midst of a 
budget crunch, Houston residents deserve the same 
level of service they have always received. I thank Maria 
for working hard to ensure that happens.” 

Grace Rosales, a student in the LIS California 
cohort, has been awarded a grant from the Research 
Instruction and Patron Services Special Interest of the 
American Association of Law Libraries to attend the 
organization’s annual conference in Philadelphia, July 
23-26. She also received a travel grant from Private Law 
Libraries, a Special Interest Section of the American  
Association of Law Libraries.  

Sarah Thompson (graduating 
in May 2011) was elected to the 2013 
Printz Ballot and has accepted a po-
sition as Youth Services Department 
Manager at the Springfield (MO) 
Public Library.

Hayley Tompkins (LIS student 
in Virginia II cohort) is the 2011 re-
cipient of the Buckingham County 
Friends of the Library Memorial 

Scholarship. She is part-time library shelver at the Cen-
tral Branch of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library 
and a part-time archive specialist with the Fluvanna 
County Historical Society. Exhibiting her love of his-
tory and desire to work in reference and archives, Hayley 

volunteered at the Historical Society in 2007, followed 
by an internship, resulting in a part-time position. She 
explains her decision to enter the field of librarianship by 
stating, “the library science field encompasses everything 
that I love—knowledge, books, information, and his-
tory—into one, which means that it’s always interesting 
to me, and it allows so much room for growth.”  

Rebecca Velez, a student in the 
Virginia cohort and library assistant, 
Ogletree Deakins Law Firm, Atlanta, 
GA, received a travel grant from the 
Private Law Libraries, Special Interest 
section of the American Association 
of Law Libraries to attend their an-
nual conference. 

An article included in the EdTech 
Show Daily, titled “The Future of Instruction,” discusses 
a program developed by Jenny Wakefield, a student in 
the LT Computer Education doctoral program. The 
instructional design program is for undergraduate stu-
dents to volunteer in a virtual world. “I have Dr. Scott 
Warren (LT faculty) to thank for it being such a positive 
experience and success, leading me to want to continue 
in the doctoral program and engage in future research,” 
Jenny says. “I was able to conduct real world research and 
study the feasibility of engaging volunteer undergradu-
ates in starting up and building a Campus Community 
of Practice in a virtual world.” 

Jaeger Wells, who was president 
of 2010-11 LISSA Denton, has pub-
lished an article titled “In Search of a 
Profession; A Law Library Student 
Explores the Delicate Balance of Aca-
demic Understanding and on the Job 
Experience” in The American Asso-
ciation of Law Libraries Spectrum.  

Maurina Smith 
Powers

Sarah 
Thompson

Rebecca Velez

Jaeger Wells

continued from page 22
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Sherilyn Bird, who re-
ceived the MLS from SLIS in 
1970, has been elected to serve 
as the Texas Library Associa-
tion president in 2012-13, and 
will serve on the association’s 
Executive Board as president-
elect during 2011-12. Her 
presidency will follow that 
of two other LIS graduates,  
Maribel Garza-Castro (LS 
MS ’03), the 2010-11 presi-
dent, and Jerilynn Williams 
(LIS MLS ’79), the current 
TLA president. 

Sherilyn is director of 
libraries at Texas Woman’s 
University. Prior to coming to 
TWU in 2006, she served on 
the staff of Southern Method-
ist University for a number of 
years, most recently as direc-
tor for bibliographic control. 
She also has held cataloging 
positions at the Dallas Public 
Library and Dallas County 
Community College District. 

Sherilyn is an active member of the Associa-
tion of College and Research Libraries and has 
served TLA in numerous capacities, three times 
as a member of the annual Conference Program 
Committee, as an elected member of the Execu-
tive Board, and as an officer in the Cataloger’s 
Round Table.   

SHERILYN BIRD 
NAMED TLA 
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Sherilyn Bird

Maribel Garza-
Castro

Jerilynn 
Williams

Dr. Steven MacCall (MS 
’92, PhD ’99), associate professor, 
School of Library and Information 
Studies, University of Alabama, re-
ceived the Library Journal Teaching 
Award  at the American Library 
Association Midwinter Meeting in 
San Diego, in January 2011. The 
prestigious award, given annually 
by ProQuest, along with an impres-
sive honorarium, recognizes Steven 
for “excellence in educating the next 
generation of librarians” and commends him for 
both his innovative teaching in the area of or-
ganization of information and metadata and his 

leadership in the development and 
delivery of the school’s online MLIS 
option, now in its sixth year.  

Library Journal reported in the 
November 15th issue that Steven 
was nominated by sixteen students 
from the online cohort in the MLIS 
program. His nomination said, in 
part “He transforms what could be a 
cold and impersonal experience into 
one that is filled with enthusiasm, 
humor, and intellectual rigor, pos-

sibly even transcending an on-campus experi-
ence.” In 2009, Steen received the University of 
Alabama’s Teaching Excellence Award. 

STEVEN MacCALL RECEIVES AWARD

Steven MacCall

Leora Kemp 
(LIS MLS ’78) re-
tired from the UNT 
at Dallas Library on 
March 31, 2011. She 
has been with the li-
brary since the facil-
ity opened ten years 
ago. Dr. John Ellis 
Price, UNT at Dal-
las President, and his 

wife Carolyn hosted a reception in their home 
in honor of Leora’s retirement. State Sena-
tor Royce West, who was in attendance, read a 
proclamation in recognition of her service to the 
university, Texas Senate Resolution No. 636.  
Among other laudatory remarks, the proclama-

tion stated that “throughout her career, she has 
been noted for her superior skills, her exper-
tise, and her enthusiasm for outreach. She has 
provided excellent support to the Library and 
Information Sciences classes taught there by 
providing tours and virtual instruction, assisting 
students with assignments, and teaching classes. 
An exemplary educator and public servant she 
is respected and admired by her colleagues and 
her presence at University of North Texas Dal-
las will be greatly missed.” 

Leora worked at the Texas State Techni-
cal Institute in Waco and at the Dallas Public 
Library for almost 12 years before assuming the 
post at the newly formed UNT System Center 
at Dallas. She is a member of the LIS Board of 
Advisors.

LEORA KEMP RETIRES  
FROM UNT AT DALLAS LIBRARY

Leora Kemp

Since Joseph Davis re-
ceived the BAAS with a ma-
jor in Applied Technology 
and Performance Improve-
ment in December 2010, 
he has been working full-
time with Apple Inc. at their 
retail store in Dallas. “My 
position with the company 

has just been promoted to Mentor,” he says. 
“I now have the opportunity to facilitate and 
train new hires as they begin their first week 
with Apple. This has been a passion of mine 
since I started with the company last February. 
Not only am I training new hires, but I also  
present workshops to customers who want to 

learn about our products. This includes hands 
on training with iPhone, iPad, Mac computers, 
and the multimedia programs such as iPhoto 
and Garageband. The company is showing a 
lot of trust in me.” 

Joseph, who grew up and attended 
schools in Flower Mound, TX, enrolled in 
Collin County Community College where he 
studied Audio Engineering. After two years 
there, he received the Audio Engineering Cer-
tificate of Completion under the Commercial 
Music Program followed by an internship with 
AMS Production Group. “After the internship, 
I thought I’d be ready to hit the music produc-
tion market,“ he says. “I was not ready at all. I 
knew more education was going to be the key 

to my success in the future.” After talking with 
several people including an Audio Engineer at 
AMS Production who suggested that he pur-
sue a degree in technology or business, and a 
Collin County Community College advisor 
who suggested the UNT BAAS degree with a 
major in ATPI, his plans fell into place. With 
that portion of his education behind him, he 
is studying for the GRE and hopes to start the 
Master of Science in Computer Education and 
Cognitive Systems soon. 

TALES OF TWO DEPARTMENT OF LEARNING TECHNOLOGIES ALUMNI

Joseph Davis
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Carolyn Bogardus (LIS MS ’07), who 
was a member of the Rio Grande Valley 
Initiative grant program, is library director 
for the City of Port Isabel, TX. In Septem-
ber 2009-10, Carolyn spent a year working 
for the city as an Interim Economic Devel-
opment and Grants Administrator, which 
has given her a new perspective and fresh 
ideas for library development. This year, 
2011, will prove to be another busy year 
for her as president of the Alumni Society 
and Chair-elect of the Texas Library Asso-
ciation (TLA) District 4. Carolyn was also 
selected to attend the TALL Texans (Texas 
Accelerated Library Leaders Institute) in 
June 2011. 

Carolyn and her husband Barr, origi-
nally from Long Island, New York, have 
been residents of Texas for eight years. 
Prior to moving to Texas and pursuing her 
degree in library science, her professional 
careers included 13 years in the restaurant 
business, seven years in the defense sub-
contractor industry, and six years in the 
banking industry. She holds an undergrad-
uate degree in business management and 
communication from Adelphia University, 
Garden City, NY.

Other members of the Alumni Society 
Board members and the areas they represent 
include: South Texas, Becho Arnold 
(MS ’06), director, Weslaco (TX) Public 
Library;  Angie Blank,CECS; Georgia, 
Kristen Burgess (MS ’10),associate fellow, 
National Library of Medicine; DFW, 

Gayla Byerly (MS ’99), Librarian III, 
UNT Libraries; LT  BAAS Alaina Doyle 
(BAAS ’08); Dallas, Kathleen Edwards 
(MS ’90)  retired; Virginia, Megan Hodge 
(MS ’10), circulation supervisor, Randolph-
Macon College, Virginia; California, 
Michele Lucero  (MS ’04); Oklahoma, 
Tera McAmis (MS ’09), Dell City Library; 
LT, Maureen Murphy (PhD ’08), adjunct 
faculty, LT Department; West Texas, 
Carolyn Petersen (MS ’99), director of 
the Learning Resources Center, Odessa 
College; LIS PhD, Mary Jo Venetis  (PhD 
’08), associate library director, University 
of Texas at Dallas Libraries; Houston, 
Catherine Whitney (MS ’06), account 
manager, Westlaw Business; past president, 
Connie Moss (MS ’92), Nicholson 
Memorial Library System, Garland, TX.  

alumni  
  update Send your news to  

Margaret Irby Nichols  
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nichols2514@charter.net

Early Years
Joe Specht (MLS ’72) gave the October 14, 2010 

inaugural Homecoming Friends of McMurry Univer-
sity Jay-Rollins Library Lecture, Abilene, TX. His pre-
sentation concerned songwriter Slim Willett.  After the 
presentation, university officials announced the forma-
tion of a $25,000 Endowment for the library named 
in honor of Joe, who served as library director for 32 
years. Funding for the endowment was provided by the 
Friends of the Library. 

1980s
J. Paul Davidson (LIS MLS ’81) has retired from 

Tarrant County (TX) College, after 28 years as a refer-
ence librarian, as well as the library archivist.

S. David Mash (LIS MS ’87), 
dean of library services, Lander Uni-
versity, Greenwood, SC, has pub-
lished a library related book based 
on his PhD (University of South 
Carolina) dissertation. The book, 
published by ACRL, is titled Deci-
sion-Making in the Absence of Cer-
tainty: A Study in the Context of Tech-
nology and the Construction of the 21st 

Century Academic Library (#36 in the ACRL Publica-
tion in Librarianship Series). http://www.alastore.ala.
org/detail.aspx?ID=3279

1990s
Stephanie Fulton (MS ’93) has been appointed 

the new Executive Director of the Research Medi-
cal Library of the University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center Research Medical Library. Her profes-
sional career began as a clinical medical librarian at 
Scott & White Memorial Hospital where she trained 

In 2004, Lamesa 
Williams-Hindman had 
no thoughts of pursuing 
a Bachelor’s degree to add 
to the associate degree she 
received at North Central 
Texas College where she 
worked full-time and was 
able to attend classes.  With 
her work and five young 

children at home, attending onsite classes to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree seemed impossible. 
Everything changed when she encountered 
Dr. Jeff Allen of the Department of Learning 
Technologies faculty, who had set up a table 
at her college with a sign that read “Computer 

Education and Cognitive Systems.” When he 
explained the BAAS program with the many 
career choices it offered, along with the fact 
that she could transfer hours and take courses 
online, he  caught her attention. 

In August 2004, Lameca entered the 
BAAS program where she reports that she 
enjoyed every class, even those that were chal-
lenging. “The classes made me understand how 
we as human beings think and perceive things 
as we learn in school and in work settings,” she 
says. “I could now with confidence teach, train, 
and design educational material. Since I love 
to learn, I wanted to help others who had the 
same desire.”  Upon graduation in December 
2005, and at Dr. Allen’s suggestion, she began 
work on teacher certification and a master’s 
degree. 

At the suggestion of a fellow classmate, 
Lameca applied for a position at Grapevine-
Colleyville school system and began her teach-
ing career while pursuing the MS in computer 
education. “Everyone on the Learning Technol-
ogies faculty was a great support group to me 
and my endeavors,” she says. “And thank God, 
UNT offered a program which was flexible 
and fun to me so I was able to continue to work 
full time and raise five children, two of whom 
are now in college (UNT and OU).”

Lameca concludes her story with this 
statement: “I went from being a teen age moth-
er of two kids with a GED to a technology high 
school teacher (Lewisville High School) with a 
Master of Science in Computer Education and 
Cognitive Systems (’09), on my way to a PhD 
in CECS.”  

continued from page 24

Lamesa Williams-
Hindman

CAROLYN BOGADUS 
NEW ALUMNI SOCIETY PRESIDENT

Carolyn Bogardus

Alumni Update continued on page 26

S. David Mash
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We are sad to report that 
three members the of LIS 
faculty have lost parents. The 
father of Dr. Brian O’Connor 
died on Christmas Eve 2010. 
The mother of Dr. Ana 
Cleveland died on January 
19, 2011. The mother of 
Dr. Linda Schamber died on 
March 17, 2011.

Daniel Marmion (MS ’85), 
former associate director for 
information systems, 
University of Notre Dame 
Libraries, died September 22, 
2010.

Thomas R. Austin (MS’91), 
library manager at K&L 
Gates law firm, died on 
December 19, 2010. He was 
the son-in-law of Margaret
Irby Nichols.

Susan Scoble (LIS MS ’03), 
who worked at the Fred 
Parks Law Library South Texas 
College of Law, died in 
December.

alumni

clinical staff and students in utilizing 
electronic resources and conducted 
literature searches. Her expertise in 
literature searching was further ad-
vanced through her work at Ovid 
Technologies where she worked in a 
variety of areas including customer 
support, quality assurance, and sales 
and training. Stephanie joined the 
MD Anderson Team in 2002 as as-

sistant library director and was promoted to associate 
library director in 2010. She is a distinguished mem-
ber of the Academy of Health Information Profession-
als through the Medical Library Association (MLA). 
In 2010, she received the Estelle Brodman Award for 
Academic Medical Librarian of the Year from MLA.  

Laura Heinz (LIS MS ‘98) 
is the TLA May Member of the 
Month (see the TLA home page). 
She has worked in academic librar-
ies for 23 years and currently serves 
as the head of information services 
for the University Library at Texas 
Tech University.  

Ramona (Frazier) Howerton 
(LIS MS ’96) is a reference librar-
ian at the Washington D.C. Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency. 

Gretchen McCord (LIS 
MS ‘92) has opened a new prac-
tice through which she will assist 
educational institutions (including  
libraries) and non-profits with legal 
questions and issues in the areas of 
copyright and privacy law. Gretchen 
is a graduate of the University of 
Texas Law School and has practiced 
law for a number of years. 

Edward Smith (LIS MS ’97), 
who is currently Executive Direc-
tor of the Abilene (TX) Library  
Consortium, was 
the February 
Member of the 
Month on the Tex-

as Library Association website. 
He has served in both public 

and academic libraries, the corpo-
rate world of software development, 
and on the staff of Amigos Library  
Services.  

2000-2005
Christopher Childs (LIS MS ’05) has been pro-

moted from Librarian I to Librarian II at the Hardin 
Library for the Health Sciences at the University of 
Iowa. 

Yvonne Condron Dooley (LIS MS ’01) has 
begun her new position as a Copyright Information 
Specialist within the Public Information Office of 
the U.S. Copyright Office at the Library of Congress. 
Graduates of an earlier time will remember Yvonne’s 
grandmother, Jonel Condron (MS ’68), who was 
director of the UNT library and information science 

library for many years.
Wylaina Hildreth (LIS MS ’03), Denton Public 

Library, and Sian Brannon published an article titled 
“Teen Homework Centers--Minimum Resources for 
Most Budgets” in the Spring 2011 issue of Texas Li-
brary Journal. 

Michele A. Lucero has held 
various high-level positions and has 
just begun a position as  Director of 
Communications at Los Angles Law 
Library, a position created for her. 
She also serves as the CSUN coor-
dinator, the LIS current program. 
Michele graduated from the first Ne-
vada cohort in 2004 and received the 
MBA from UNT in 2008. She will 
graduate in May 2011 with a Certifi-

cate in Dispute Resolution from the Straus Institute at 
Pepperdine University. 

Nicholas Welch (LIS MS ’03), Supplier Systems 
Specialist at TTI Inc., Fort Worth, is the illustrator 
of a children’s book written by Stu 
Kemppainen, his college roommate. 
Stevie Stilt’s Circus Adventure  (Pub-
lishAmerican, 2010) is set in a world 
where “normal” is strange and people 
have stilts, wheels, and tracks instead 
of legs. Stevie finds himself in tough 
situations that kids face every day.  

2006 to date
Allison Badger (MS ’10), who 

is working at the Montana State Li-
brary as a digital library technician, 
is currently managing a large proj-
ect, the digitization of the state pub-
lication collection.  She will pres-
ent a poster session concerning the 
experience at the Montana Library 
Association conference. 

Lisa Collins (LIS MS ’09) is 
librarian at Pacific Islands University, 
a Christian College, Bible College, and 
graduate level seminary located on the 
island of Guam in Pagat, Mangilao. 
“There had been a significant number 
of years with no on-site librarian and 
it has been an interesting experience 
learning how to integrate the learning 
and training I had with a functional 

but not thriving library,” she says. “There have been 
adjustments all around but I am thrilled to be a part of 
the mission here and I love teaching the entire campus 
the importance of an integrated and interactive library 
experience.” 

Darrell Cook (LIS MS ’06) is 
circulation supervisor at Richardson 
(TX) Public Library. 

John Crockett (LIS MS ’11, 
Nevada-Utah cohort) has accepted 
the position of Internet services li-
brarian for Washoe County Library 
System. (See also article on Honors 
p. 20)

Alumni Update continued from page 25
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Emily Day (LIS MS ‘09) 
has been hired as a library in-
structor at Amarillo College 
Library. 

Alaina Doyle (LT 
BAAS ’08) joined the U.S. 
Army right after high school 
and spent 2 ½ years in the 
military, one year in Korea 
and ten in Fort Riley, Kansas.  
After active duty, she spent 
seven years in the reserves. 
She used the money she re-
ceived in the military for 
undergraduate education at 
UNT and is now a manager 
in Home Lending Learning & 
Performance Solutions at J.P. 
Morgan Chase & Co. in Lew-
isville, TX. In a recent survey 

conducted during Women’s History Month, she 
was asked what skill sets are needed to achieve 
success in an ever-changing environment. “You 
need to be disciplined, consistent and persistent,” 
she replied. When asked what skills from service 
she applied to her job at Chase, she replied, “The 
military service taught me to pack light, carry 
what I need, and work with what I have.” 

Devery Johnson (LIS 
MS ’06), Montgomery County 
Memorial Library System, 
was a 2010 TALL Texan. She, 
along with 23 other librarians, 
was selected by the Texas 
Library Association to attend 
a week training session about 
becoming leaders at work and 
in TLA. 

Kathryn T. Jones 
(LIS MS 06) was recently  
welcomed into the Acad-
emy of Certified Archivists 
(ACA). In order to certify, 
archivists must meet both 
education and experience re-
quirements as well as pass a 
three-hour comprehensive 

exam. The exam tests knowledge in seven do-
mains including selection appraisal, and acqui-
sition; arrangement and description, reference; 
preservation; outreach; management; and pro-
fessional, ethical and legal standards. Kathy has 
worked as an archivist at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston Archives since graduation from 
the Houston Program in December 2006. She 
joins the 1061 current members of the Academy.

Rebecca Jordan (LIS MS ’10) has begun 
her new job as a children’s librarian at a branch 
of the County Library in Tulsa, OK.

Rita McCandless (LIS MS ’10) has ac-
cepted the position of Clinical Research Librar-
ian with Carilion Health Systems in Roanoke, 

VA. She works at the Virginia 
Tech School of Medicine, a 
private medical school with 
ties to Virginia Tech. 

Debbie Montenegro 
(LIS MS ’10) has accepted 
the position of Learning Re-
sources Center Manager at the 
Learning Resource Center/
Library at the Dallas (TX) 
Nursing Institute. 

Anne Neidinger (LIS 
MS ’06) is the librarian/li-
brary manager at St. Edwards 
School, Spring, TX.

Etsuko Nozawa (LIS 
MS ‘10), a graduate of the 
Georgia cohort, has a new 
position in Germany. She is 
a support agent for a com-
pany named defacto.x, an IT/ 
marketing company that initi-
ated an international project 
in which clients’ digital con-
tents will be provided in dif-
ferent languages. She belongs 

to an international team consisting of people 
from different countries (Germany, Italy, France, 
Russia, Spain, Portugal, China, Korea, and Ja-

pan). 
Samuel Passey (LIS MS 

’06), director of the Uintah 
County Library, Vernal, UT, 
has been selected 2011 Utah 
Librarian of the Year by the 
Utah Library Association. He 
also reports that his library 
just received a $5 million dol-

lar grant and a $3 million dollar low interest loan 
(2.5%) to construct a new library and commu-

nity resource center. 
Michael Stephens (LIS 

PhD ’07) will join the faculty 
of the San Jose School of 
Library and Information 
Sciences in August 2011. 
He has been a Dominican 
University’s Graduate School 
of Library and Information 

Science faculty member since 2005. He is a 
recognized scholar and teacher in the areas 
of emerging technologies and library services, 
Learning 2.0 programs, social software, 
social media, digital library services virtual 
communities, user-centered planning for 
libraries, Internet users’ information needs and 
behaviors online, and future roles of librarians 
and libraries. He has published extensively in 
various professional and scholarly journals, 
serves on editorial boards of both Reference and 
Users Services Quarterly and Internet Reference 
Services, and has made presentations in more 

than 30 states and seven foreign countries. He 
was named a Library Journal Mover and Shaker 
in 2005, and received one of the  Rising Star 
Awards at the SLIS 70th Anniversary honors in 

2009.  
Angela Strait (LIS MS 

’10), who graduated from 
the Virginia Cohort in May, 
is now assistant director at 
the Cabell County Public 
Library/Western Regional 
Library, the second largest 
library in the State of West 
Virginia. In a message to Dr. 

Philip Turner, who serves as director of the Vir-
ginia cohort, she states,” I just wanted to thank 
you for your support during my schooling, and 
to let you know what I have been able to achieve 
in part due to my education at UNT.”

Terry Thomas (LIS MS ’09), who com-
pleted the degree via distance learning while 
living in Venezuela, now teaches at a private, bi-
lingual school (Colegio Nueva Granada) in Bo-
gota, Columbia. Terry reports that she took the 
school library certification exam for Colorado, 
her home state, and passed with flying colors. 
She sends thanks to all her LIS teachers, espe-
cially to Dr. Carol Simpson. “She was VERY 
TOUGH but always inspired me to do my very 

best—and Toby Faber who 
answered every question no 
matter how small,” she says.

John Trischitti III (LIS 
MS ’09), assistant director of 
the Hulsey Public Library in 
Terrell, TX since 2007, has 
been named director of the 
Midland (TX) County Li-
brary. He also was appointed 
to the TLA Texas Bluebonnet 
Award Selection Committee 
for a three year term. 

Linh Uong (LIS MS ’10) 
is the technical services librar-
ian at the Hall County Library 
System in Gainesville, GA and 
is starting her one-year term 
as Secretary for the Technical 
Services Interest Group of the 
Georgia Library Association. 

Angie Wassermiller 
(LT CECS ’09) is director 
of instructional technology 
in e-learning at Concordia 
University, Seward, NB. 
She is pursuing the PhD in 
Instructional Technology at 
the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln.  
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