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The central Portal exists as a Linux server, running 
several Open Source components to effectively 
manage the Metadata records.  The backbone of the 
system is the Apache web server with customized 
extensions to handle the XML records.  Perl and PHP 
scripts implement the user and administrator front-
ends.

Master, archival quality files are stored off of the 
actual Portal in an expandable DVD Jukebox system.  
Metadata records on the Portal will contain links to 
the location of the master archives that they 
describe.  Preservation information will be 
contained in the Metadata records as well.

Enhanced Web-Based Access Points To Assist Users
In Identifying Relevant Digital Resources
• Custom Tailored to Users' Particular Information
   Needs
• Simple and Sophisticated Query Searches
• Simple and Advanced Interfaces
• Many Format Options

Geographically dispersed and highly varied 
Contributors
• Granted permissions to manage specific areas of
   the Portal by the Admin Team
• Metadata entry is done through a dynamically
   generated web form based upon Metadata XML
   Schema

Facilitates
Access

Designs
Interfaces

Dynamic
Interface

Grants
Permissions

Administers

Heterogeneous Resource HoldersDi
ve

rs
e I

nf
or

m
at

io
n S

ee
ke

rs

The PORTAL to TEXAS HISTORY
Hosted by the University of North Texas Libraries

Daniel Gelaw Alemneh
Digital Projects Team

Doctoral Student, Information Sciences
University of North Texas

P.O. Box 311068, Denton, TX 76203-1068
dalemneh@library.unt.edu

Cathy Nelson Hartman
Associate Fellow, Texas Center for Digital Knowledge

Head, Digital Projects Department,
UNT Libraries

P.O. Box 305190, Denton, TX 76203-1068
chartman@library.unt.edu

Samantha Kelly Hastings
Fellow, Texas Center for Digital Knowledge

Associate Professor, UNT School of Library and
Information Sciences

P.O. Box 311068, Denton, TX 76203-1068
hastings@lis.admin.unt.edu

Objectives
Project initiatives include:

• Digitization of all types of materials 
related to the history of Texas. This 
includes photographs, artifacts, texts, 
letters, videotapes of historical 
reenactments or events, and oral histories.

• Coordination of digitization projects 
across institutions based around themes 
or topics.

• Development of collaborative 
partnerships with other libraries, archives, 
and museums in the state with Texas 
history related collections. Smaller 
institutions hold particular interest for 
collaboration since they often do not have 
the resources or technical knowledge to 
digitize collections.

• Creation of metadata standards. UNT 
proposes a metadata element set for the 
project that includes both discovery and 
preservation metadata, and begins to 
explore issues of required controlled 
vocabularies.

• Coordination of grant seeking for project 
funding.

• Development of portal interfaces for 
special user groups including young 
scholars and seasoned researchers.

• Creation of an application framework to 
manage all portal services. For example, 
portal services will include special spaces 
designed for teachers and their classes 
and will allow students to log into the site 
for assigned readings and to post 
comments to their fellow students. Also, 
curriculum guides will be written for 
teachers to assist them with teaching 
modules using the portal resources.

Summary

Portals have emerged as an 
important tool for facilitating 
single-point-access to digital 
resources.

This poster presents an 
overview of the University of 
North Texas (UNT) Libraries' 
"Portal to Texas History" 
project, which aims to integrate 
and ensure long-term access 
to large quantities of 
heterogeneous digital 
resources from many different 
institutions.

The UNT library is undertaking 
the leadership role by creating 
the application framework, 
setting project standards and 
guidelines, and facilitating 
collaborative efforts for content 
building.

Also discussed are expanded 
services for targeted 
audiences, project approaches 
to preservation challenges, 
collaboration benefits, and 
other issues that emerged in 
the process of building a 
platform for the portal system. 
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