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Seed banks are vital to the survival of genetic diversity in wild 
and agricultural species. Embedding these seeds in culture 
through art — by photographing them with X-ray machines — 
illuminates the importance of preserving them so that life on 
Earth may continue.

—    Dornith Doherty
professor of photography and 
2012 Guggenheim Fellow

WHAT IF...   THE FUTURE DEPENDS 
ON ARCHIVING EDEN?



—    Dornith Doherty
professor of photography and 
2012 Guggenheim Fellow

UNT gives faculty and students the green light to push 
the boundaries of innovative research, scholarship 
and creativity.
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F RO M  O U R President

UNT is special with an honorable  
and successful history, and I am privileged 
to have served as president since 2010.  
I fell in love with UNT, its students, 
alumni, faculty and staff, and the broader 
community. 

I recently announced that I will retire 
this year, but not until a new president is 
named and in place. I’m choosing to retire 
now because I believe UNT has made great 
progress and has a strong foundation for a 
new president. And I am still in good 
health, with a long list of unfinished 

projects and personal commitments that need tending. My time at UNT has been 
extremely rewarding. Most of all, I have enjoyed helping to provide our students with 
the world-class education they deserve. 

With 8,500 graduates a year, UNT is one of the top universities in the state for 
graduating students. We’re just as proud of how workforce-ready our graduates are, 
thanks to the guidance and experience they get from our faculty and programs. 

As you will read in this issue, our students and graduates are building successful 
careers and making great impacts in their industries by applying the knowledge and 
skills they learned at UNT. 

It’s a great reminder that, as an institution of higher learning, we aren’t just 
awarding degrees, we are giving our students the power to change their lives and our 
communities. That is why we are focused more than ever on providing them with the 
best education and support possible. 

I plan to stay involved with UNT since the UNT System Board of Regents 
graciously offered me the status of President Emeritus upon retirement. I will 
continue to do all I can to advance the university. I hope you will as well. 

Thank you for working with me for a brighter future for UNT. Be proud of your 
place in the Mean Green Nation. I am proud to be a member and always will be.  

Sincerely,

V. Lane Rawlins
President
president@unt.edu

The North Texan
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President V. Lane Rawlins visits with 
Professional Leadership Program 
students in the Business Leadership 
Building.
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Online  E X C L U S I V E S

northtexan.unt.edu/online

Connect with us on Facebook 
at facebook.com/northtexas. 

Follow us at twitter.com/
northtexan. 

Watch us on youtube.com/
universitynorthtexas.

Don’t forget to check in on Four-
square when you visit campus.

Visit The North Texan online to:
•  Keep up with what’s happening between 

issues of The North Texan
• Tell us what you think about our stories
•  Learn more about your fellow alumni
• Write memorials about friends we’ll miss
•  Enjoy an array of additional stories, 

photos, videos and recordings

Game Changer
WATCH S P O RT S  I L L UST R AT E D ’ S  VIDEO FEATURING MEAN 
GREEN BASKETBALL FORWARD TONY MITCHELL, NAMED A 
“FUTURE GAME CHANGER .” HEAR WHY MITCHELL LOVES 
THE GAME AND HEAR COACH TONY BENFORD DESCRIBE 
WHAT MAKES MITCHELL SUCH A VALUABLE PLAYER .

When you see this arrow, join our North Texan community online
at northtexan.unt.edu.

ONLINE FEATURES

NORAH 
AT THE 
OSCARS
Watch 
alumna 
Norah Jones 

perform the Academy Award-nominated 
original song, “Everybody Needs 
a Best Friend.”

UNT 
HARLEM 
SHAKE 
Watch a video 
of hundreds 
of students 

and Scrappy as they gathered for a 
recent flash mob at Apogee Stadium.

 MORE ONLINE FEATURES

•  VIDEO: TODAY SHOW JINGLE

•  VIDEO: WHATABURGER SPOT

• VIDEO: 2013 ALUMNI AWARDS

• READ: UNT RESEARCH MAGAZINE

GET CONNECTED
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D E A R  North Texan
 consecutive semesters, was 

vaccinated for smallpox.
 
Willie Jacobs (’56)
Sherman

Union date
 

     I was a little confused 
about a comment made in the 
short article about a new 
Union (“Brilliantly Green,” 
fall 2012). It said the current 
Union was built in 1964. 

Wasn’t it completely 
rebuilt in the years 1974-
1976? I was attending North 
Texas then and even worked 
in the university bookstore 
during all the construction. 

I’m glad to hear a new 
one’s going up but thought 
the article was wrong. The 
inner structure of the old 
1964 building was used but 
not much of it remained. 

 
Robert Johnson (’76)
San Antonio

     Editor’s note: Thank you for 
the clarification. The work in 
the ’70s was considered a major 
renovation, with the building 
constructed around part of the 
1964 Student Union Building. 
Construction is scheduled to 
begin on the new University 
Union this summer. 

Texas English

I was intrigued by the item 
on the work of linguistics 
professor Patricia Cukor-
Avila regarding the differ-
ences in Texas English 
throughout the state (“Today,” 
winter 2012). 

In 1974, as an art student 
at North Texas, I can 
remember maintaining to 
members of one art class that 
there were at least five 
different Texas “accents” that I 
could identify, probably more. 

The most extreme? 
“Ah liyuv in Dellis. It’s 

grite!”

James Gatewood
Corpus Christi 

Community colleges

Your mention of the UNT 
Bill J. Priest Center for 
Community College Educa-
tion (“Shaping the Future,” 
fall 2012) is timely. Long 
marginalized, two-year 
community colleges have 

always been innovators in 
higher education, workforce 
training and economic 
development. 

UNT graduates in all 
fields — education, business, 
technology and the arts — 
should be actively involved 
with community colleges. 
Serve as part-time instruc-
tors, advisors, corporate 
recruiters and philanthropists.

UNT should strive to be 
the center for community 
college research and develop-
ment for all of North Texas.

 
Glen W. Spielbauer
Dallas

 
Band favorite

My favorite Homecoming 
memory (“Dear North 
Texan,” winter 2012) was in 
1991 watching the entire 
Mean Green marching band 
march down to the Union to  
vote one of their own into the 
Homecoming court.

It was so cool to watch 
and hear as they marched 

down to vote. They made the 
front page of the newspaper 
the next day. Great memory.

  
Melissa Ybarra- 

     Jimenez (’92), 1991 
     Homecoming court 

Arlington

Safe from smallpox

The photo of students 
waiting in line to register 
(“Dear North Texan,” winter 
2012) brought back memo-
ries of the difficulties of 
registration in the 1950s. 

Registration in those days 
included proof of smallpox 
vaccination. If, after waiting 
in line for what seemed like 
hours, a student could not 
produce proof of vaccination, 
he or she had to be vaccinated 
on the spot. 

For four consecutive 
semesters, I unintentionally 
left my vaccination papers in 
my room, and, rather than go 
back to my room for the 
papers and, thus, go back to 
the end of the line, I, for four 

Let us know what you think about news 
and topics covered in The North Texan.  
Letters may be edited for length and 
publication style.

Read more letters and share your comments at  

northtexan.unt.edu.
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DEAR  North Texan
Still running

When several former members of the North Texas track 
and cross country team, spanning 1970 to 1977, gathered 
for a reunion in 2011, our former coach, John McKenzie, 
proposed that we run a half marathon together. On Jan. 13, 
2013, we met for a “boys” weekend in Austin and competed 
in the 3M Half Marathon. Race day saw a cold front come 
through but a splendid time was had by all. 

We reminisced about life on campus during the early 
’70s. Fouts Field had a cinder track, and the locker rooms 
were under the visitor’s side of the stadium. Some of our 
favorite places to run were on the golf course, now the site 
of the new stadium. Running south on Bonnie Brae was a 
favorite because within a mile we were in the country 
running on white chalk roads, past peacocks and over old 
metal bridges. Sometimes we would head north along the 
access roads of Highway 35 because there was very little 
traffic and plenty of solitude. 

Most of us lived in Kerr Hall and the building was 
relatively new and considered the nicest dorm on campus. 
One side was girls only and the other side housed the boys. 
The school was less than half the size it is now. We would 
bring our sleeping bags and pillows and watch movies in the 
old Student Union Building. One of the most memorable  

movies we saw there was Night of the Living Dead. Our time 
was filled with great moments and indelible memories. 

The best part is that we forged lasting friendships and 
are still running after all these years.

Steve McGregor (’74)
Allen

 
Exciting class

 
   I entered North Texas at 
mid-term 1955 and I was 
required to take a no-credit 
course called English 100 
taught by Dean Imogene 
Bentley (“The Last Word,” 
winter 2012). I was the only 
girl in class with most of the 
freshman football team. 

After about two weeks, I 
got a notice in my post office 
box to come to the dean of 
women’s office for a conference. 
At the conference, I was 
informed that I was “exciting 
the boys in English class.” 
Strapless bras had just been 
invented and her advice to me 

was to not wear the bra to 
English class anymore. That 
might be interpreted differ-
ently today. Needless to say I 
took her advice and passed 
the not-for-credit class.

Sue Ann Beals Moore (’58)
Plano 

A cool place

One of my favorite places 
on campus (“Dear North 

Texan,” fall 2012) was the 
gazebo. It was in the vicinity 
of the old Auditorium 
Building where I had my 
English classes. 

There were lots of trees 
and, even on the hottest days, 
it was a cool, shady place to 
go with someone special.

Janice Taft Spooner (’68)
Bedford

One or two buzzes

In the fall of 1971, I 
signed up for a dorm room in 
Kendall Hall. It was cheaper 
than other dorms and I liked 
the way it looked. The 

components were brick and 
stone, lovely colors. It had 
good bones. 

What was very interesting 
was the form of communica-
tion once you were inside the 
building. (This was way 
before cell phones.) 

Each room had a buzzer 
system. You and your 
roommate chose who would 
be one or two buzzes and this 
was logged in at the RA’s 
desk. After the first set of 
buzzes sent to your room, 
you determined which person 
the RA was trying to contact. 

Another set told you if 
you had a visitor or a phone 
call downstairs. You buzzed 

Posing after the race are, from left, Pat Curry (’77), Steve Mc-
Gregor (’74), Paul Hoffmann (’75, ’78 M.S.), Richard Pettigrew 
(’76), Coach John McKenzie and Ronnie Hess (’77).
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Richard Whaley. I went over 
and talked with Dr. Sigrid 
Glenn and started volunteer 
work as a data taker. 

I completely fell in love 
with volunteer work, donated 
my first pint of blood at the 
Wadley Blood Center in 
Denton at the time, volun-
teered with my parents full 
time for 14 years and gave a 
total of 153 pints of whole 
blood. I also worked with 
children with disabilities and 
senior citizens for two years. 

There is no greater love 
that you can have than when 
you are giving of yourself. 

Ronnell B. Townsend 
(’78 M.S.)
Independence, Mo.

your code back to the RA so 
she could inform your visitor 
or the person on the phone if 
you were there. 

And then, there was a “first 
semester freshman” status 
with a curfew — ah, but 
that’s another story.

Cynthia Nichols (’75)
Divide, Colo. 

No greater love
 
In 1978 while finishing my 

master’s degree in chemistry, I 
told a fellow library worker, 
Randy Coffman (’78 M.S.), 
that I wanted to do something 
for someone else. He told me 
that his fiancée was working 
for the Center for Behavioral 
Studies headed by Dr. 

UNT engagement

 
Matt (’07) and I met on 

campus the first year Victory 
Hall opened. We were 
introduced by a mutual friend 
while I was working the front 
desk at the residence hall. We 
became engaged two years 
later and married six months 
after that. 

Even though our lives and 
careers took us away from 
UNT, we wanted to show our 
history there, so we had our 
engagement pictures taken on 
campus. One of my favorite 

If you would like to comment 

on a story, share your North Texas 

memories or photos, submit news 

or obituaries, or otherwise get in 

touch with us, we would love to 

hear from you. 

Email: northtexan@unt.edu

Online: northtexan.unt.edu 

(follow the “Contact Us” link)

Phone: 940-565-2108

Fax: 940-369-8763

Mail: The North Texan; 

University of North Texas; 

Division of University Relations, 

Communications and Marketing; 

1155 Union Circle #311070;  

Denton, Texas 76203-5017

photos is of us in front of the 
fountain. 

Two years after our 
marriage, we welcomed a 
beautiful daughter named 
Sophia Grace, and she already 
has Mean Green pride.

Veronica Gibson (’07)
Plano

Editor’s note: See page 14 for 
some expert relationship advice 
and visit northtexan.unt.edu/
love-expert for a video and a 
link to more UNT love letters.

Tell us about ... a favorite article

Is there a story you’ve read in The North Texan over the years that you especially 

enjoyed? We’d love to hear about it and we have the perfect way to jog your memory. 

Issues of The North Texan — beginning with Vol. 1, No. 1, in November 1949 — are now 

available for your reading pleasure in UNT’s digital library at digital.library.unt.edu. 

While you’re there, check out other UNT collections, like College of Music programs 

since 1969, theses and dissertations since 1936 and yearbooks since 1906. Let us know 

what you find and share your favorites with us at northtexan@unt.edu or send a letter 

to the address on the right. 
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 Today

WORKFORCE 
READY

Through real-world interactions and skills-building 
with business leaders and entrepreneurs, UNT is 

preparing students for the marketplace.  

BY ENLISTING THE KNOWLEDGE OF     
business leaders in the North Texas region, UNT is ensuring 
students acquire problem-solving and teamwork skills before 
they earn their diplomas. The College of Business recently 
formed its CEO Visioning Panel to further cement its position 
as a leading supplier of graduates in the marketplace. And the 
Professional Leadership Program, in its 20th year this fall, has 
nearly 1,000 alumni who are leaders in the profit and nonprofit 
sectors. Also, UNT’s Career Center connects students with job 
shadowing opportunities during school breaks, and the 
Innovation Greenhouse — a new resource on campus — is 
helping support student start-ups and entrepreneurial dreams.

 I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N 
Brilliantly Green p /  10

Mean Green p /  12

Global Connection   p /  13

Ask an Expert p /  14

UNT Alumni  
Association p /  15 

G
ar

y 
Pa

yn
e



S p r i n g  2 0 1 3   |  northtexan.unt.edu  |   T h e  N o r t h  T e x a n  9

CEO Visioning Panel

UNT’s College of Business formed the CEO Visioning Panel, 
a group of eight CEOs — including alumni Rhys Best (’69), chair, 
president and CEO of Seren Management LLC, and G. Brint 
Ryan (’88, ’88 M.S.), chair and CEO of Ryan LLC, chair of the 
panel and vice chair of UNT System Board of Regents. The 
group is shaping the future of the college as it continues toward its 
goal of becoming the leading source of work-ready graduates for 
the region’s companies.

“We went straight to the top to hear from the leaders of major 
corporations what skills and attributes make new business school 
graduates successful on the job,” says Finley Graves, dean of the 
College of Business. “Given their ‘eagle’s nest’ vantage point, we 
believed the CEOs would have insights from their own experi-
ence, and from observing those following in their footsteps.” 

The CEOs emphasized business acumen, problem solving and 
teamwork skills among those essential to success.  

Professional Leadership Program

Also in UNT’s College of Business, the Professional Leader-
ship Program offers mentoring and coaching to juniors, seniors 
and graduate students of all majors to become the next generation 
of leaders in the profit and nonprofit sectors for the global 
marketplace. It requires a year-long commitment from students, 
who are matched up with mentors in the marketplace.  

The program’s alumni now lead or operate businesses and 
organizations across the U.S., many in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area. Graduate journalism student Felicia Davis is a current 
member and says the program has given her a competitive edge.

“I’ve learned valuable skills, from negotiating salaries to 
connecting with professionals,” she says. “I feel more confident.”

Take Flight

During winter and spring breaks, UNT’s Career Center 
organizes Take Flight, a job shadowing program that gives 
students opportunities to observe and network with varying 
professionals to investigate a career field, clarify career goals and 
function in a real work environment. Take Flight hosts, from 
more than 50 companies and organizations in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area ranging from health sciences to business, welcome 
students from all majors. Over the winter break, graduate 
accounting student Apolonio Molina visited Fidelity Investments 
and now plans to apply for the company’s co-op program.

“At Fidelity, I was able to see how mutual funds are priced, 
how to verify that a sale was made and how stocks are valued in 
different countries,” she says.

 

Innovation Greenhouse

This winter, the Innovation Greenhouse opened in Sycamore 
Hall as a resource for students who have innovative ideas to 
create jobs for themselves and others. To help make their ideas 
come to fruition, the greenhouse provides planning, networking 
opportunities and workshops. It also refers students to other 
on-campus resources such as the Murphy Center for Entrepre-
neurship and Discovery Park.

“We want to help students apply what they learned in 
classrooms, to leverage the resources on campus and resources in 
the North Texas region to create their own successes,” says 
executive director Nancy Hong. 

Emergency administration and planning senior Henry Boston 
and accounting graduate student Warren Dane won first place in 
the greenhouse’s Startup Weekend competition in January for an 
idea to use Xbox Kinect technology to help business owners with 
tracking and marketing opportunities. 

“Students can bounce business ideas off each other here,” 
Boston says, “and develop a professional network.” 

At left: Students work with Nancy Hong, executive director of UNT’s 
Innovation Greenhouse. Above: Finance and operations management 
senior Roy Mannix, right, meets with his mentor, Ray White, chief 
performance officer/partner at Dallas-based Reinvention, through the 
Professional Leadership Program.
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UNT students learn about health professional careers at the UNT 
Health Science Center at Fort Worth during the winter break as part 
of the Career Center’s Take Flight job shadowing program. 

N
icole Lyons
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Today

B R I L L I A N T LY 
G R E E N

Equity and diversity 

Veteran CNN anchor Don 
Lemon, who in 2011 released 
a memoir to discuss his 
homosexuality, as well as 
racism, homophobia and 

colorism in the African 
American community, gave one 
of three keynote addresses at   
 “A Journey to Freedom,” 
UNT’s’ 13th Equity and 
Diversity Conference in 
February.

The conference — aimed at 
students, educators and 
professionals in higher 
education and in the workforce    
 — included sessions on 
addressing unconscious biases 
and stereotypes and identify-
ing barriers against more 

inclusive environments for 
those with disabilities. 

The conference’s theme was 
chosen to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of the 
signing of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

Cyber security grant

Cyber security is an 
important industry in the 
computer-driven world, and 
UNT is a leader in research 
and education. Nearly $1 
million from the National 

Science Foundation will fund 
doctoral student grants to 
study cyber security and 
information assurance through 
a collaborative effort among 
UNT’s engineering, business 
and information colleges. 

UNT is one of seven U.S. 
institutions to be designated by 
the National Security Agency 
and U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security as a 
National Center of Academic 
Excellence in Information 
Assurance Research in 2012. 

Pass it on: Great things are happening at UNT. Learn about them here and share 
our successes with your family and friends. 
• What-a-guy fame. So impressed with Joseph Russell’s filmed Whataburger testimonial for his love 
for the A1 Thick & Hearty Burger, the burger joint is using him in three commercials and a radio ad. His 
students at Plano East Senior High School, where the education research doctoral student teaches 
sociology, started a Twitter campaign to make him the official “what-a-guy.” “I think they want me to 
give them free hamburgers,” he says. Watch the ad at northtexan.unt.edu/what-a-guy.

• National GPA champs. With a cumulative GPA of 3.62 this fall, the Mean Green swimming and diving 
team ranks No. 1 as the top Division I academic team in the nation — a pool that includes 191 swimming 
and diving teams across the country. The All-Academic Team accolade is given by the College Swimming 
Coaches Association of America, an honor that recognizes the programs with a 3.50 team GPA  
or higher. 

• The President’s Own. UNT music alumni, including about a half dozen who are members of the 
prestigious U.S. Marine Band, performed at President Barack Obama’s inauguration ceremony and 
marched in the parade in January. Read more about the members of The President’s Own and their 
excitement as they witnessed history at northtexan.unt.edu/presidents-own. 

Staff Sgt. B
rian Rust
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   Leadership seminar 

San Antonio Mayor Julián 
Castro and Luís Ricardo Fraga 
led a public forum on campus 
in February, A Conversation on 
Political Leadership in the Future 
of American Politics. 

Castro, who last year 
became the first Hispanic to 
deliver a keynote address at a 
Democratic National Conven-
tion, provided his views on the 
changing demographics of 
American voters and the 
challenges and opportunities 
the changes present for local, 
Texas and national politics. 

Fraga, a professor of 
political science and associate 
vice provost for faculty 
advancement and the director 
of the Diversity Research 

Institute at the University of 
Washington, offered the view 
of a scholar on the politics of 
race and ethnicity. 

Fulbright honors

Gerald Knezek, Regents 
Professor of learning technolo-
gies, was awarded a Fulbright 
Senior Specialist appointment 
to the University of Twente in 
the Netherlands in 2011-12. 
He conducted research and 
presented seminars in technol-
ogy innovation and integration 
into educational environments. 

James Thurman, assistant 
professor of studio arts and 
3-D design core coordinator, 
was a Fulbright specialist at 
Kadir Has University in 
Turkey in the summer. He 

helped the university redesign 
curriculum for its program.

Pankaj Jain, assistant 
professor of philosophy and 
religion studies, received a 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar research 
grant as a 2012-13 fellow in the 
Fulbright-Nehru Environmen-
tal Leadership Program. He is 
assessing initiatives of the 
Himalayan Environmental 
Studies and Conservation 
Organization. 

Ami Moore, associate 
professor of sociology, received 
a Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
research grant to conduct 
AIDS-related research in 
Lome, Togo, through 2012. 
She is studying correlates of 
personal network characteris-
tics and sexual risk behavior.

O U T S TA N D I N G  G E R M A N  E D U C AT O R 
For her drive to make learning relevant, challenging and engaging, Carol 
Anne Costabile-Heming, chair of UNT’s Department of World Languages, 
Literatures and Cultures and a professor of German, was named 2012 
Post-Secondary Outstanding German Educator by the American Associa-
tion of Teachers of German in November. She received a travel grant to go 
this year to the Deutsches Literaturarchiv, a literature archive, library and 
museum in Marbach, Baden-Württemburg, Germany, where she will con-
duct research for a book on the German author Friedrich Christian Delius. 

Costabile-Heming is a former president of the association. 

San Antonio Mayor Julián 
Castro, left, and Luís Ricardo 
Fraga, right, led a public forum 
on campus in February, A 
Conversation on Political 
Leadership in the Future of 
American Politics. 

UNT is ranked second 
in Texas and among 

the world’s most 
sustainable campuses 
by the GreenMetric 
Ranking of World 

Universities, based on 
factors such as water 
usage, waste manage-
ment and education.

Jonathan Reynolds
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Today

New UNT System regent

Gov. Rick Perry appointed 
Ernie Kuehne Jr. (’66), an 
alumnus and longtime Mean 
Green supporter, to the UNT 
System Board of Regents. 

In August, Kuehne chaired 
UNT’s Basketball Enhance-
ment Committee that raised 
more than $3 million in gift 
commitments in 30 days for a 
new practice facility, a new 

state-of-the-art jumbotron in 
the UNT Coliseum and 
additional funding for scholar-
ships. As part of that cam-
paign, Kuehne presented the 
athletic department with a 
cornerstone $1 million gift.

An attorney and president 
and board chair of Kuehne Oil 
Co., Kuehne earned a track 
scholarship to the university  
in 1962.  UNT recently 
presented Kuehne with the 
Ulys Knight Spirit Award 
(read more on page 36) at the 
2013 Alumni Awards dinner 
for his noteworthy efforts to 
sustain spirit among the UNT 
family. And he also received the 
UNT Greek Life Supporter of 
the Year Award.

New journalism dean  

     Dorothy M. Bland, a 
professor of journalism at 
Florida A&M University’s 
School of Journalism & 
Graphic Communication, has 
been named the new dean of 
the Frank W. and Sue May-
born School of Journalism. 
Her appointment will begin  
in June.  Bland will replace M. 
Jean Keller, who has served as 

the school’s acting dean since 
September 2012.

Bland directed Florida 
A&M University’s Division of 
Journalism — the first 
accredited journalism program 
at a historically African-Ameri-
can university — for five years.

Prior to joining FAMU, 
Bland worked in various 
newspaper positions for 25 
years. She was a reporter and 
editor at USA Today. She has 
served as president and 
publisher of the Chillicothe 
Gazette in Ohio and the Fort 
Collins Coloradoan in Colorado 
and earned three Gannett 
President’s Rings for outstand-
ing performance. 

The Mean Green basketball teams will join Conference USA this summer after 
ending more than a decade of play in the Sun Belt Conference.

During its time in the league, the men’s team won the conference tournament 
to advance to the NCAA basketball tournament in both 2007 and 2010 and also 
played in the conference finals in 2011 and 2012. In its first season under head 
coach Tony Benford this year, the team was led by Tony Mitchell, preseason 
All-American and two-time All-Sun Belt Conference forward. The men won four  
of their last six games going into the tournament, where they lost to Louisiana-
Lafayette in the first round.

The women’s team won 10 conference games this season, the most in a single 
season since 2001-02. In its first year under head coach Mike Petersen, the team 
was led by All-Sun Belt Conference freshman Alexis Hyder and Sun Belt Freshman 

of the Year Loryn Goodwin. At the Sun Belt tournament, the team went to double overtime before losing to Louisiana-Lafayette in the 
opening round.

With C-USA offering high-quality recruits, national exposure and name-brand competition, both teams look ahead to next season.
“C-USA provides that across-the-board competitiveness, that historical record of being great in our sport and a platform where you 

can come to North Texas and you can win games that are meaningful on a national level,” Petersen says. “I think that’s what all athletes 
want to do.”

For more information on Mean Green athletics, visit meangreensports.com.

Final Sun Belt  
Conference tournament
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G L O B A L 
C O N N E C T I O N

>>

Thai alumni ambassadors

To better serve international 
recruitment, growing research 
activities and the more than 
1,000 alumni in Thailand, 
UNT opened an office in 
Bangkok in November. The 
presence will provide a base for 
recruiting students and further 
partnership development in 
Thailand and Southeast Asia.

“There is a growing number 
of quality prospective students 
in the region,” says Richard 
Nader, vice provost for 
international affairs. “UNT’s 
academic portfolio and research 
strengths match the interests of 
many students there.” 

The new UNT Bangkok 
office will lead efforts to attract 
collaboration and to support 
development of programs for 
UNT faculty and students.

“In addition to recruiting, 
we want our university partners 
in Southeast Asia to know we 
are there for them, to support 
UNT’s global teaching and 
research agenda,” says Warren 
Burggren, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs.

UNT recently recommitted 
to its partnership with Mahidol 
University, and President V. 
Lane Rawlins signed a new 
agreement with Chulalongkorn 
University.    

UNT also hosted a banquet 
for alumni living in Thailand, 
attended by more than 120 
alumni. Rawlins presented a 
Presidential UNT Service 
Citation to the Thai Alumni 
Network and recognized 
University Alumni Ambassa-
dors selected by each UNT 
college for their academic 
achievements and service.  

“Our alumni in Thailand 

have been outstanding in their 
support for UNT, ” Rawlins 
says.  “We are pleased to 
recognize our Thai Alumni 
Network and new university 
ambassadors who will promote 
mutually beneficial research 
and student exchanges.”

Among the distinguished 
alumni living and working in 
Thailand are Charn Uswa-
choke (’73 M.B.A.), chair of 
BBUCH Holding Company 
Ltd., and Pradit Wanarat (’94 
Ph.D.), vice president at the 
National Institute for Develop-
ment Administration in 
Thailand.

 A D V A N C E M E N T  O F  S C I E N C E  F E L LO W 
Regents Professor of chemistry Angela Wilson is the second UNT researcher in recent years  
to be named a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and was  
one of two chemists from Texas to be named this year. Wilson, who is the director of UNT’s  
Center for Advanced Scientific Computing and Modeling, was nominated for her contributions 
to the development and understanding of quantum chemistry methodologies. Her research 
focuses on computational chemistry methodology and its application to problems in a wide 
range of areas, including materials science, transition metal chemistry and environmental  
chemistry. Narendra Dahotre, chair of the Department of Materials Science and Engineering,  

is UNT’s most recent prior fellow for the association.

From left, Wanarat; Burggren; Michael Monticino, vice president 
for advancement; Art Goven, professor and interim dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences; Charnvit Krairiksh, deputy director 
general, Thai Office of the Civil Service Commission; Porpun Wait-
ayangkoon, College of Education alumna and president of the Thai 
Ministry of Education, Institute for Promotion of Teaching Science 
and Technology; Rawlins; and Nader.
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Cancer research

Th rough a grant from the 
Cancer Prevention and 
Research Institute of Texas, 
Guido Verbeck, associate 
professor of chemistry, will 
study the diff erences in the way 

cancerous and non-cancerous 
cells metabolize — work that 
will help researchers develop 
treatments and possibly cures. 

Verbeck will analyze lipids 
and other metabolites, the 
products of chemical reactions 
within the cells, using the 
nanomanipulator, a device he 
invented in 2006. 

Currently, his Imaging and 
Mass Spectrometry Laboratory 
at UNT is the only research 
facility with a four-position 
nanomanipulator. Th e 

technology could help doctors 
analyze cells on a patient-by-
patient basis and develop 
specialized therapy.

Stand-out student

Th ere were experts from 
around the world. And only 
one was a student — also who 
happened to be from UNT. 

Kelli Barr, an environmental 
philosophy graduate student 
and a research fellow at UNT’s 
Center for the Study of 
Interdisciplinarity, was an 

invited panelist for “Th e 
Individual and Scholarly 
Networks,” an international 
virtual seminar beamed live in 
January from New York, 
Amsterdam and Oxford. She 
spoke about the value and 
impact of academic research. 

Barr studies how scholars 
and scientists can combine 
metrics and peer review to help 
defi ne the scope and meaning 
of academic research.

In his anguished couplet to missed opportunity, 
Victorian-era poet Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote, 
“In the Spring a young man’s fancy lightly turns to 

thoughts of love.” 
 Today, in our media-saturated world, reminders 
of romance are with us in news, sports, movies and 
music, as well as literature. Romantic relationships 
at diff erent times can be fun, crazy and incredibly 
frustrating. And they take work, says Julie Leventhal, 
lecturer in educational psychology who teaches 
Courtship and Marriage, a development and family 
studies class in UNT’s College of Education.
 “Even when you have been in a committed relation-
ship for 50 years,” she says, “you are still putting in the 
eff ort toward making it a vibrant and meaningful shared 
experience.” 
 Leventhal reminds couples that there’s no secret to 
fi nding a fulfi lling relationship, but it does require eff ort 
and understanding:

Work at it
•  Don’t believe the common myth that when a certain 

point in a relationship is reached, it becomes easy. 
Even long-term relationships require work.

•  Commit to communication. Try to understand your 
partner’s needs and feelings. 

Avoid expectations
• A “good” romantic relationship doesn’t necessarily 

involve date nights or lovey-dovey feelings.

• Know what works for you and your partner. 
Some equate love with gift giving and some 
don’t, and some are comfortable with public 
displays of aff ection while others are not.

Recognize diff erences
•  While your diff erences might sometimes 

drive you crazy, they are part of what 
brings fi re and life to a relationship.

• Understand there is no one recipe for a 
romantic relationship. We can defi ne 
relationships in a variety of ways (for 
example, “traditional,” same-sex, cohabitation 
without a license). 

•  As a good example of diff erences within and 
across relationships, check out the movie 
Love Actually. It covers diff erent aspects of 
relationships, including traditional courtship 
rituals (boy meets girl, boy falls in love with 
girl, boy and girl live happily ever after), 
cultural and societal barriers to dating, work/
life balance and even relationship struggles (for 
example, infi delity, unrequited love).

       
   — Carolyn Bobo

Watch a video of Leventhal discussing 
relationships and read alumni love stories at 
northtexan.unt.edu/love-expert.     
    

How can couples keep love in the air?

G
ary Payne

................................................................................Ask an Expert

• Know what works for you and your partner. 
Some equate love with gift giving and some 
don’t, and some are comfortable with public 
displays of aff ection while others are not.

•  While your diff erences might sometimes 
drive you crazy, they are part of what 
brings fi re and life to a relationship.

• Understand there is no one recipe for a 
romantic relationship. We can defi ne 
relationships in a variety of ways (for 
example, “traditional,” same-sex, cohabitation 

•  As a good example of diff erences within and 
across relationships, check out the movie 

. It covers diff erent aspects of 
relationships, including traditional courtship 
rituals (boy meets girl, boy falls in love with 
girl, boy and girl live happily ever after), 
cultural and societal barriers to dating, work/
life balance and even relationship struggles (for 
example, infi delity, unrequited love).

       
   — Carolyn Bobo

Watch a video of Leventhal discussing 
relationships and read alumni love stories at 
northtexan.unt.edu/love-expert.     
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UNT Alumni Association

To join the association or learn more, 
visit untalumni.com, email 
alumni@unt.edu or call 940-565-2834.

Th e UNT Alumni Association is making lasting connec-
tions with current students. 

In August, it partnered with the Division of Student Aff airs 
and the Offi  ce of Development to launch the Student Alumni 
Association. Th e association, open to any UNT student, is a 
branch of NT40, a student organization that works with 
alumni relations and philanthropy. 

Student Alumni Association members can opt to pay $40, 
which counts toward UNT Alumni Association dues when 
the students graduate and includes a commemorative green 
and white tassel to wear on their mortarboard for commence-
ment. Members can attend events, such as the Homecoming 
bonfi re, as a group. Th e organization also brings awareness to 
donors about the importance of giving through Tuition Stop 
Day and encourages students to contribute to scholarships 
with donations as little as 37 cents through the Students 
Giving to Students campaign. 

Th e UNT Alumni Association also is building relation-
ships with future alumni through the GRADitude program. 
Nearing their graduation, all students can transfer the $10 
property deposit they paid to UNT their fi rst semester to 
fund their fi rst year’s UNT Alumni Association dues. Th ey 
also have the option to order the green and white tassel, with a 
portion of the proceeds supporting scholarships.  

To learn more, visit alumni@unt.edu.

O N L I N E  P R O G R A M 
R A N K I N G S

Off ering more than 1,000 
online courses each 
semester, UNT has long 
been one of the state’s 
largest providers of 
online classes and one 
of the best at online edu-
cation. Its graduate pro-
grams are ranked among 
the nation’s best in U.S. 
News & World Report’s 
2013 Best Online Educa-
tion Programs rankings. 
The College of Educa-
tion ranks 13th nation-
ally for Best Online 
Graduate Education Pro-
gram, and UNT’s M.B.A. 
program, which off ers 
concentrations in mar-
keting, strategic man-
agement and fi nance, 
is 20th in the nation 
for Best Online Gradu-
ate Business Program.

 TAMS Intel semifinalists

 Jianing Jenny He, Alex 
Hong and Larry Xiao, students 
at UNT’s Texas Academy of 
Mathematics and Science, were 
named semifi nalists from more 
than 1,700 entries in the 2013 
Intel Science Talent Search.

Th e Intel Science Talent 
Search is the nation’s most 
prestigious pre-college science 
competition. Each year, 300 
students are named semifi nal-
ists, and each semifi nalist 
receives a $1,000 award from 
the Intel Foundation with an 
additional $1,000 going to each 
student’s school. In the last 19 
years, 55 TAMS students have 
been named semifi nalists.

McNair conference

       UNT hosted more than 
125 McNair Scholars at the 
15th annual Texas National 
McNair Scholars Research 
Conference this February. 
     McNair Scholars Programs 
are funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education at 
158 universities across the U.S. 
and Puerto Rico. UNT’s 
McNair program is celebrating 
its 20th year and has served 
246 students. Th e programs 
prepare undergraduate 
students — many who are the 
fi rst in their families to attend a 
college or university — for 
doctoral study through 
research and other scholarly 
activities. Read more at 
northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

Jonathan Reynolds
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With deep pride in his 

family’s western wear 

business and knowledge 

learned at UNT, 

merchandising alum 

helped grow Cavender’s 

Boot City into a 

multi-state retail chain.

tion” with a student whose relatives were in 
the boot industry. 

“You could see the traits of a successful 
retailer emerging,” Crutsinger says. “He was 
closing the deal in class at 8 a.m. His 
charisma and passion were matched by his 
business savvy and strengthened by the 
networks he developed in college.” 

After graduating, he oversaw stores in 
South Texas. Now, in addition to planning 
and opening new stores, he oversees and 
develops all private-label clothing. His 
brother Joe serves as the company’s 
president, and his brother Mike is vice 
president of operations. 

Th e family business began as Cavender’s 
Dairy Mart in 1957 in Pittsburg and 
became a western clothing store in 1965. 
Today, Cavender’s has 57 stores in 
Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Oklahoma and Texas, with fi ve more 
planned for 2014. 

“Th e majority of our competitors were at 
one time family businesses, and pretty 
much all have been bought out by venture 
capitalists,” Cavender says. “We are proud 
to be family-owned and operated.”

Cavender’s is the “bell cow” — the leader 
of western retail, says Sharon Carpenter, 
national sales manager of apparel and 
denim for Ariat International. Carpenter, 
who has worked with Cavender on 
developing Ariat’s denim line, says his 
business savvy adds to the store’s success 
— and he knows what customers want. 

“Every western retailer in America looks 
to Cavender’s for product leadership,” 
she says.

For Cavender, the reward is the same as 
it was in his younger days — seeing an 
empty lot of dirt developed into a building 
full of quintessentially Texan western wear.

“Th e majority of our locations are 
free-standing buildings and people get 
in their cars and drive to us to shop,” 
Cavender says. “It doesn’t get any more 
rewarding than that.” 

old Coca-Cola and snacks drew Clay 
Cavender (’91) to help out as a child in his 
family’s original western wear store in the 
small town of Pittsburg in northeast Texas. 
In the summers, he worked with his big 
brother at their “big-city store” in Tyler.

He saw new stores being built across 
East Texas and even pitched in to dig in the 
dirt, prepping foundations in 100-degree 
temperatures. He watched the raising of 
roofs and stocking of merchandise. 

“Now, that is exactly what I do,” says 
Cavender, vice president of merchandising 
at Cavender’s Boot City — the family-
owned chain of western clothing retail 
stores in six states. “I design our stores from 
the ground up, choosing everything from 
wall colors to signage, and supervise the 
fabrication and installation of every fi xture. 
And then I merchandise them.”

Cavender grew up in a world of western 
retail as the son of James Cavender, the 
founder. He honed his skills and developed 
a deeper understanding about the business 
of the retail industry at UNT, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in merchandis-
ing and learned from such faculty as 
Christy Crutsinger. 

“I just connected with the subject matter 
and the curriculum,” Cavender says. “UNT 
helped me focus on the merchandise 
planning, and I learned a lot about textiles.”

Crutsinger remembers walking into an 
early morning class in Wooten Hall to fi nd 
Cavender having an “animated conversa-

by Ellen Rossetti

C
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Clay  
Cavender (’91)
Tyler

Degree in: 
Merchandising

Definition of success:
Starting a store from dirt, building 

it, stocking it with merchandise, 

hiring people, watching the cus-

tomers flow in to shop — watching 

the business decisions you make 

develop into a profitable business 

is success at its finest.

Advice on today’s business 
environment:  
When you come out of college, 

be prepared within your chosen 

field. There’s a creative side in 

this business from the design 

aspect, but I think most jobs in 

merchandising will revolve around 

planning. Understanding retail 

math and acquiring computer 

merchandise planning skills to 

prepare for a multi-store retail 

chain is extremely important.

The most rewarding part  
of the job:
Anytime we open a new store, 

it is very rewarding for me. We 

also do an unbelievable Internet 

business, but I still love watching 

people fall in love with Cavender’s 

brick and mortar store. I hate to 

drive away after the day we open 

a new store. 

Visit northtexan.unt.edu/ 

online to read more of  

Cavender’s answers. 

M
ichael Clem

ents
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Get in the groove at the 

              UNT Showcase Stage
Experience a three-day musical journey at the UNT Showcase Stage during the 2013 
Denton Arts & Jazz Festival. Enjoy UNT’s exciting jazz ensembles, spirited mariachis, 
internationally acclaimed One O’Clock Lab Band and more — all on one stage.
 UNT College of Music — a shining example of UNT’s commitment to greatness.
 For more information and performance schedules, visit dentonjazzfest.com.

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival
Quakertown Park
5-11 p.m. April 26 
10 a.m.-11 p.m. April 27
11 a.m.-9 p.m. April 28

dentonjazzfest.com.
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DESIGNING 
FOR FACEBOOK 

Ben Barry’s inspiration helps feed Facebook’s 
company culture, from Mark Zuckerberg’s personal 

stationery to Hackathon posters.

Read more about Barry and see some of his 
designs at northtexan.unt.edu/ben-barry.

AS A COMMUNICATION DESIGN STUDENT, 
Ben Barry (’07) loved to create “stuff ” in studio arts professor 
Amie Adelman’s screen-printing class. So, as a graphic designer 
for Facebook’s Analog Research Laboratory, a screen-printing 
studio he co-founded, Barry used that same passion to begin 
making posters for the company’s all night Hackathons, in 
which employees collaborate on new ideas. With slogans such as 
“What would you do if you weren’t afraid?” the posters hang at 
the company’s headquarters to inspire and motivate. 

“I believe passionately in what Facebook is doing,” Barry says. 
“I could never have come up with another job more exciting.”
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 Muse
Books

Food for thought
In How 
America Eats: 
A Social History 
of U.S. Food and 
Culture
(Rowman and 

Littlefi eld Publishers), associate 

professor of history Jennifer 

Jensen Wallach shows how 

Americans’ eating habits have 

been used to articulate ideas 

about their identities since the 

Colonial era.

Wallach was inspired to 

write the book while reading the 

autobiography of Myrlie Evers-

Williams, who was worried what 

police offi  cers would think when 

they saw a watermelon — often 

associated negatively with Afri-

can Americans — on her kitchen 

counter after her husband, civil 

rights activist Medgar Evers, was 

shot outside their home in 1963. 

“Th is confession made me 

realize how deeply important 

food practices are and how they 

can be used as a lens to examine 

broader issues, such as racism,” 

Wallach says. 

Medieval architecture 
Mickey S. Abel, 

associate 

professor of art 

history, spent 

four years in 

France and 

Spain researching the distinctive 

entryways of churches from the 

11th and 12th century for her 

book, Open Access: Contextual-

izing the Archivolted Portals of 
Northern Spain and Western 
France Within the Th eology and 
Politics of Entry (Cambridge 

Scholars Publishing).    

“Th e monuments investigated 

in this book had been signifi -

cantly overlooked by architec-

tural historians,” Abel says. “My 

inspiration came from the 

pleasure of bringing new light to 

the intellectual concepts 

embedded in these buildings.”

Censorship’s paradox
Assistant 

professor of 

English Nora 

Gilbert’s dual 

interests in Vic-

torian novels 

and early Hollywood fi lms drew 

her to write the book Better Left 

Unsaid: Victorian Novels, Hays 
Code Films and the Benefi ts of 
Censorship (Stanford University 

Press). 

Th e book argues that the 

novels written in 19th-century 

England and fi lms produced 

under the Production Code of 

1930 — which regulated that 

fi lms could not show crimes, sex 

and explicit language — were 

stimulated by the very forces 

meant to restrain them.

“I wanted to explain what 

made these texts so enjoyable 

to me as a reader and viewer,” 

she says, “and I came to realize 

that many of the prohibitions 

placed on the artists who created 

the texts actually caused them 

to be subtler, smarter and more 

subversive.” 

Another side of war 
As a photojournalist during the Iraq War, assistant professor of journalism Thorne Anderson saw a diff erent side of the conflict than other journalists. 

He photographed Iraqi civilians visiting hospitals, going to funerals and experiencing other daily stresses from the war. 

Now those pictures — along with the works of his wife, Kael Alford — are part of the exhibition “Eye Level in Iraq: Photographs by Kael Alford and Thorne

Anderson,” running until June 16 at the de Young Museum in San Francisco. The Huffi  ngton Post website named it one of the top 25 most anticipated exhibitions 

of 2013, and the exhibition will be featured on PBS NewsHour.

Anderson was not an embedded journalist, although he says that 

program was important in showing the military actions from the inside. 

But, he says, “When you’re traveling with American soldiers, you don’t 

have access to Iraqis’ ordinary lives. You don’t have access to civilian 

casualties. You begin to understand the impact of the war from a dif-

ferent kind of perspective. Even everyday conversations are diff erent. 

People will talk to you diff erently if you’re not surrounded by soldiers.”

The pictures, which are on loan from the High Museum of Art in 

Atlanta, originally appeared in such publications as The New York 

Times, Time, Newsweek and the Boston Globe, and have been 

published in the book Unembedded: Four Independent Journalists on 

the War in Iraq. But viewers get a diff erent experience when they see 

the photos hanging on the museum wall. 

“People engage in that work in a diff erent way than in a magazine,” 

Anderson says. “They spend a lot more time with it. They’re not just 

turning the page.”

View more of Anderson’s photos at unembedded.com.
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Upcoming 
 Events

 

Music

Here Today

The musical duo The 

Walkers — Kayley Walker, a 

junior radio/television/film 

major, and Andrew Walker, a 

junior music major — made their 

national TV debut when they 

appeared on the Today show in 

January. The Walkers, who are 

unrelated, performed their 

self-written jingle, one of three 

chosen from 20,000 submissions, 

Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 

will speak at 8 p.m. April 16 in the UNT Coli-

seum as part of the Distinguished Lecture 

Series. Tickets can be purchased online at 

untuniontickets.com, in person at the UNT 

Union Information Desk or by calling 940-

565-3805. Students receive one free ticket 

with student I.D. and can purchase up to three guest tickets for $20 

each. Faculty, staff and alumni tickets are $25, and general public 

tickets are $30. Floor seating for faculty, staff and alumni is $45, $50 

for the general public. Discounted tickets are available at $20 each 

for groups of 10 or more. 

The outstanding works of undergraduate and graduate students will 

be on display at the 53rd annual Voertman Student Art Competition 

April 9-27 at the UNT Art Gallery. Lisa Hatchadoorian, curator for 

the Nicolaysen Art Museum in Casper, Wyo., will judge the works of 

various media entered by students in the College of Visual Arts and 

Design. The awards ceremony and pizza reception will be held April 

16. Visit gallery.unt.edu for more information.

Writer and artist Austin Kleon will discuss his book Steal Like An 

Artist, which explores creativity in the digital age, at a gallery talk 

and reception April 11. An exhibition of his blackout poems — which 

are written by redacting parts of newspapers — will be on display 

from April 11 to May 6 at UNT on the Square. The UNT Fine Arts Series 

is sponsoring the free events. Visit union.unt.edu/fas for more 

information. 

The UNT Wind Symphony will continue its legacy of performances in-

spired by a range of genres — including jazz and rock ’n’ roll — at its 

concert with New York Philharmonic clarinetist Mark Nuccio at 7:30 

p.m. April 11 at the Murchison Performing Arts Center. Visit theMPAC.

com/tickets or call 940-369-7802 for tickets.

  

Visit calendar.unt.edu for more upcoming events. 

 

for music producer David Foster 

on the NBC morning program. 

Kayley’s aunt, Sherion Clark 

(’68), suggested they enter the 

contest.

The Today show cast watched 

as they rehearsed the song. 

“They were tapping their feet 

and snapping along,” Kayley says. 

“It was so awesome that they 

liked it.” 

Foster selected another jingle, 

but the Walkers perform at  

The Syndicate in the University 

Union and area coffee shops.

“This isn’t the last of The 

Walkers!” Kayley says. “Music is 

what we both love and we hope 

to one day maybe make a career 

out of it.” 

Listen to The Walkers’ music 

at northtexan.unt.edu/online. 

The power of dance
Dance alumni will return 

to UNT April 25-28 as part 

of  “Celebrating the Power of 

Dance,” an event featuring the 

Faculty Dance Concert with 

work by dance professor Shelley Cushman. Alumni will teach and 

attend workshops, performances, a symposium, social events and a gala 

and dinner sponsored by the Department of Dance and Theatre. 

Cushman will present her award winning choreography with 

performances by current dance majors and returning alumni Jessica 

Thomas (’09), Taryn Tompkins (’10), Tyler Patterson (’12) and faculty 

members Amiti Perry (’98), Mary Lynn Babcock (’75, ’86 M.A.) and 

Teresa Cooper (’76, ’88 M.A.). Renowned dance educator and chore-

ographer Daniel Lewis will speak at the symposium April 26 and at 

the gala and dinner April 27, which will serve as a fundraiser for dance 

scholarships and enrichment. 

The celebration comes as the dance department will leave its long-

time home, Stovall Hall, as construction begins on the new University 

Union. The dance department is asking alumni to share their memories 

and pictures of Stovall Hall by sending them to amiti.perry@unt.edu. 

“Celebrating the Power of Dance” Faculty Dance Concert will be 

held at 8 p.m. April 25-26, 7 p.m. April 27 and 2 p.m. April 28 at the 

University Theatre. For tickets, visit danceandtheatre.unt.edu.
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 Muse
Angel of the clarinet

Bright Angel, the new CD 

from Kim Cole Luevano (’91), 

associate professor of clarinet, 

features contemporary works for 

clarinet and piano from American 

female composers. She plays the 

clarinet accompanied by pianist 

Midori Koga, professor of piano 

at the University of Toronto. Lu-

evano’s original goal was to per-

form works for clarinet that were 

unrecorded or under-recorded.

“In recording the works, I 

hope to give them greater visibil-

ity so that each work is performed 

more frequently,” she says. 

“It’s nice to find a theme in 

addition to finding pieces that 

complement each other. In this 

case, the selections featured con-

temporary American composers 

who happened to be women.”

 

Television and Film

Sound decision

Ken McGill (’05) worked as a 

sound designer for the film Blood 
Brother, a documentary about a 

man who moves to India to help 

children with HIV/AIDS. The 

film won the U.S. Jury Grand 

Prize and Audience Award at this 

year’s Sundance Film Festival. 

As a sound designer at 

Washington, D.C.-based Defacto 

Sound, McGill creates and ma-

nipulates audio for films, games 

and TV. For Blood Brother, he 

worked as a dialogue editor, sound 

effects editor and foley artist. 

“I would have been just as hon-

ored to work on the film regardless 

of any Sundance accolades,” says 

McGill, a former trumpeter with 

the One O’Clock Lab Band who 

still plays professionally in the 

D.C. area.  

“But it is rewarding to see a 

finished product garner some 

national attention, especially since 

the attention helps bring funding 

and assistance to the needs of 

these orphans.”

Watch a trailer for Blood 
Brother at northtexan.unt.edu/
sound-decision.

Real life on film 

 

 

Eugene Martin, assistant pro-

fessor of radio, television and film, 

saw years of work come to fruition 

when a documentary project was 

shown as an official selection at 

the Thin Line Film Festival in 

February in Denton. 

Martin spent three years and 

compiled 500 hours of footage fol-

lowing an inner-city, high-ranking 

girls soccer team for The Anderson 
Monarchs. It premiered theatri-

cally in August 2012 as part of 

Grammys and Oscars
UNT alumni struck gold in the entertainment world’s awards 

ceremonies in February.

Christian hip-hop musician Lecrae Moore (’02), above, who 

goes by Lecrae, won Best Gospel Album for his work, Gravity, at 

the 55th Grammy Awards. Lecrae received his degree in applied 

arts and sciences. He co-founded Reach Records in Atlanta. Watch 

a video about the making of Gravity at northtexan.unt.edu/online.
Trombonist, composer and arranger Scott Whitfield (’87 

M.M.), below, performed on the CD ¡Ritmo! with the Clare Fischer 

Big Band, which won the Grammy for Best Latin Jazz Album.

Whitfield also won the 2012 Jazz Educator Award from the Los 

Angeles Jazz Society for his contributions as ensemble director and 

brass mentor for the organization. 

Voice faculty member Richard Croft sang the role of Loge in the 

Metropolitan Opera’s DVD release of Wagner’s Ring Cycle, which 

won the Grammy for Best Opera Recording.

The Eli Young Band, whose members met at UNT in the early 

2000s, also were nominated for a Grammy. They will contend for 

Song of the Year and Single Record of the Year for “Even If It 

Breaks Your Heart” and Vocal Group of the Year at the Academy of 

Country Music Awards in April.

The 85th Academy Awards featured Norah Jones, who sang the 

nominated song “Everybody Needs a Best Friend” from the movie 

Ted, and saxophonist Dan Higgins (’77), who has performed in the 

Oscars’ orchestra for more than 20 years. He also played on the 

Arturo Sandoval CD Dear Diz that won a Grammy for Best Large 

Jazz Ensemble Album. Watch Norah perform the Ted theme song 

at northtexan.unt.edu/online. D
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The world premiere of Jake Heggie’s Ahab Symphony will be performed on campus by 

the UNT Symphony Orchestra and Grand Chorus April 24. 

Heggie, composer of the internationally acclaimed opera Moby-Dick, coached College 

of Music students and presented concerts of his works during his six weeks as artist-in-

residence for UNT’s Institute for the Advancement of the Arts in 2010-11. The artist-in-

residence award included the commissioning of a new work, which Heggie chose to write 

for orchestra, chorus and a soloist, also based on the novel Moby-Dick and the poem 

Herman Melville by W.H. Auden. The concert at the Murchison Performing Arts Center will 

feature music faculty member and internationally renowned tenor Richard Croft , who is 

slated to perform in the solo role of Ahab.

“This award provided an extraordinary opportunity for our students to learn from one 

of the masters of our generation while at the same time presenting a signifi cant sampling 

of Jake’s compositions to our Denton public,” says James Scott, dean of the College of 

Music. “His music always makes both an immediate and a lasting impact. We are most 

honored to have his fi rst full-scale symphony piece composed for UNT, and we are all 

eagerly awaiting its performance.” 

In addition to Moby-Dick, Heggie has composed the operas Dead Man Walking, Three 

Decembers and The End of the Aff air; more than 200 art songs; and numerous orchestral 

and chamber works. Dead Man Walking is one of the most performed new American 

operas with nearly 150 performances on fi ve continents since its premiere in 2000. 

As pianist and composer, Heggie collaborates with many of the world’s great singers, 

including Susan Graham, Frederica von Stade, Joyce DiDonato, Audra McDonald, Kiri Te 

Kanawa, Ben Heppner, Stephen Costello and Bryan Terfel.

Ahab Symphony 
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Composer Jake Heggie was the 2010-11 artist-in-resi-
dence for UNT’s Institute for the Advancement of the 
Arts. During his six weeks on campus, he coached com-
position and voice students and worked on his UNT 
commission Ahab Symphony, which will be performed 
on campus April 24.

Paula G
aetano-Adi/G

ustavo Crem
bil

the prestigious Docuweeks showcase 

curated by the International Docu-

mentary Association. Th e fi lm also 

was awarded “Best of the Festival” for 

Faculty Documentary by the Broad-

cast Education Association. In May, 

the fi lm will be available on Netfl ix, 

iTunes, Amazon and VOD platforms. 

Also, his fi lm Beirut, Philadelphia, 
together with his installation includ-

ing two documentary fi lms, an award-

winning play, and additional video 

and photographs, were on display at 

UNT on the Square in February. For 

Beirut, Philadelphia, Martin followed 

three families starting in 2006 and will 

continue for another fi ve years. 

“I see my role as one of an artist 

who is creating a longitudinal record

 

of people and where they live,” 

Martin says. 

Visual Arts

Modern art 

Paula Gaetano-Adi, assistant 

professor of new media art, will 

combine the modern — robotic 

art — with old ancestral tech-

niques for an art installation that 

will be funded by a prestigious 

grant from the VIDA Art and 

Artifi cial Life Awards.

Inspired by the creation 

mythology of the Popol Vuh, 

Gaetano-Adi will create the work 

called TZ’IJK, the Mayan word 

for mud, using a pre-colonial 

South American construction 

technique called “Quincha.” Th e 

work consists of seven giant 

spherical autonomous robotic 

agents with an external shell of 

dried mud.

“Robots raise intriguing 

cultural questions about our 

‘humanness’ that seem to engage 

not only philosophers, scientists 

and technologists, but also artists.” 

Gaetano-Adi says.

Eco-Pop dress

“Eco-Pop” created by Li-Fen 

Anny Chang, assistant professor of 

visual arts and design, received the 

“Sustainable Design-Professional 

Level” award at the 2012 Interna-

tional Textile and Apparel Associa-

tion conference. Chang collected soda 

tabs for fi ve years for her dress, which 

took a year to construct, to promote 

environmental awareness.  “Eco-Pop” 

is at Goldstein Museum of Design in 

St. Paul, Minn. through May 26. 

Candace M
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outheast of downtown Dallas, an 
abandoned golf course has been 
reincarnated. Gone are the 
manicured greens. Instead, a 

123-acre wetland and 102-acre grassland 
area teems with fi sh, waterfowl and 
herons. Bulrushes and spikerushes line 
the banks, along with submerged aquatic 
plants, providing habitat for aquatic 
insects and preventing soil erosion.  

Th e wetland chain is part of the Dallas 
Floodway Extension Project, a joint 
venture between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the city of Dallas to 
maintain and manage the Trinity River 
fl ood waters. Th e wetland chain provides 
a swale for excess water, preventing the 

river from fl ooding nearby houses and 
businesses when there is heavy rain. Th e 
area also provides extra polishing for the 
city’s treated wastewater before it fl ows 
into the Trinity. 

Lynde Dodd (’99, ’04 M.S.), a graduate 
of UNT’s environmental sciences master’s 
program, and Aaron Schad, a student 
in the program, are helping with this 
transformation back to nature. Th ey are 
part of the corps’ Engineer Research 
and Development Center. Th e ecology 
team works to research, enhance and 
restore aquatic plant communities across 
the nation. 

“Stewardship is so important to me 
and I learned it from my UNT profes-

sors,” Dodd says. “Th ey taught me the 
importance of being responsible for the 
land and protecting the environment in 
which we all live.” 

Dodd and Schad are among a growing 
number of UNT students and alumni 
who are working to safeguard our land, 
water, air, plants, animals and people. 
Some, like Dodd and Schad, work on the 
front lines of restoration. Others, such as 
Gia Schneider (’95 TAMS), co-founder 
of a hydropower technology company, and 
Ross McCausland (’84 M.B.A.), an 
energy consultant, develop renewable 
energy sources. 

Students like Andrew Hernandez, 
who interns for a leading heating and 

Forward-thinking alumni help preserve waterways, air quality, and 
plant and animal life through sustainable and renewable solutions. 

by E B

Environmental sciences master’s student Aaron Schad and Lynde Dodd (’99,’04 M.S.) are part of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Engineer Research and Development Center’s ecology team. They restore natural ecosystems 
in urban landscapes, such as a wetland chain in an abandoned golf course as part of the Dallas Floodway 
Extension Project.
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cooling systems company, 
work to create more 
energy-effi  cient systems and 
products, while graduates 
like Eric Norman (’08, ’12 
M.S.) help make tourism 
more eco-friendly. Even 
famous UNT alumni such 
as musician Don Henley 
have made their mark. 
Henley is helping to preserve 
Caddo Lake.

All got their start at 
UNT, where students can 
choose many paths to “green” 
careers, studying areas from 
energy engineering to 
sustainable tourism. With an 
eco-friendly legacy that dates 
back to water research in the 
1930s, UNT combines an 
earth-friendly philosophy 
with hands-on experience in 
sustainable approaches and 
technologies. 

“Being green” has become a 
core part of the university’s 
campus culture. Not only is 
the university constructing LEED-certi-
fi ed buildings, including the environmen-
tally friendly Life Sciences Complex, 
Business Leadership Building and Apogee 
Stadium, but UNT also has strong 
recycling programs and gets nearly half of 
its energy from renewable sources. 
Students also enjoy amenities such as an 
all-vegan cafeteria, electric car charging 
stations and human-powered, energy-
producing elliptical exercise machines. 
UNT has earned numerous green 
distinctions, including recognition by Th e 
Princeton Review as a Green College and a 
ranking among the world’s most sustain-
able universities.

With sustainability a fundamental part 
of the university’s programs and practices, 
UNT students and graduates have the 
edge in pursuing green careers and 
embracing sustainability as a way of life. 

Functional ecosystems
Dodd and Schad both chose UNT for 

its environmental sciences program and 
say their classroom learning has been 
essential in their fi eldwork. 

Th ey point to biology faculty members 
— Regents Professor James Kennedy, 
Professor Emeritus Ken Dickson and 
professors Tom La Point and Tom Waller 
— as instrumental in teaching them how 
to protect and respect the environment.  

Dodd, who supervises the ecology 
restoration team, says taking classes on 
such topics as toxicology and conservation 
opened her eyes to how important 
wetlands are to mitigating pollution and 
reducing excess nutrients in an ecosystem. 

“Th e UNT program is well-rounded 
and the faculty members are so passionate 
about their work,” Dodd says. “Th ey get 
you involved and interested.”

Schad says because the program 

focuses on applied research, he puts his 
knowledge into practice right away. 

“I’m using the skills I’ve learned from 
my classes in my work now,” he says. 

Dodd was so impressed by Schad’s 
expertise and knowledge of GIS and plant 
life when they took a course together that 
she hired him as a research assistant, a 
position that will become full-time when 
he graduates in May. 

Based at the corps’ Lewisville Aquatic 
Ecosystem Research Facility, Dodd and 
Schad help to create and restore natural 
ecosystems in urban landscapes. Th eir 
work involves studying the chosen area, 
which can be wetlands, grasslands or 
forest, and then establishing and managing 
native plants to create wildlife habitats. 

“We try to make functional ecosystems 
with many vegetative growth forms,”Schad 
says. “I like seeing plants and animals work 
how they should ecologically.” 

Gia Schneider (’95 TAMS) and her brother Abe Schneider (’98 TAMS), founders of 
San Francisco-based Natel Energy, developed a patented low-cost, low-impact 
system that can generate electricity from manmade waterways, irrigation canals 
and nonpowered dams.
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Hydropower
While Schad and Dodd are preserving 

water quality, Schneider and her brother, 
Abe (’98 TAMS), a fellow Texas Academy 
of Mathematics and Science graduate, are 
using water’s power to produce energy. 

Most people would look at an irriga-
tion ditch and think it’s nothing more than 
a slow-moving waterway. Th e Schneiders 
think “hydropower.”

As founders of San Francisco-based 
Natel Energy, they have developed a 
patented low-cost, low-impact system that 
generates electricity from manmade 
waterways, irrigation canals and nonpow-
ered dams with drops between 5 and 25 
feet. Across the U.S., these “low head” 
water infrastructures can produce as much 
as 7 gigawatts of electricity — enough to 
power more than 100,000 homes. 

Th e Schneiders, also both graduates of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 

used their education, training and passion 
to create the niche company. Natel 
Energy’s systems not only produce power 
from previously untapped sources, they 
have minimal impacts on aquatic life and 
the environment because of their eco-
friendly design and low-impact installa-
tion, Gia Schneider says. 

Schneider says what she and her 
brother learned at TAMS, a program in 
which talented students simultaneously 
complete their fi rst two years of college 
while fi nishing high school, shows up in 
their work now. 

Both did their TAMS research in 
environmental science. She completed a 
GIS mapping project, then helped her 
brother research the impact of beaver 
dams on river ecosystems in Colorado. 

“Th e beaver dams were the initial 
model of distributed small dams and got 
us thinking about how to build projects 

that fi t into the ecosystem,” she 
says. “TAMS was my fi rst 
exposure to the applied 
scientifi c process and more 
independent thinking.”

Creating more renewable 
energy gives the U.S. a 
competitive advantage, reduces 
reliance on fossil 
fuels and minimizes 
climate change impacts, 
Schneider says. 

“Th ere is something very 
satisfying about fi nding ways 
we can be conservative with 
our resources,” she says. “If 
we can do more with less, 
it’s better for our kids and 
our future.”

Renewable energy
Renewable energy also

drives McCausland, founder 
and CEO of Protos Energy 
Advisory, though on a wider 
scale. He’s an independent 
power development and 
energy consultant based in 

Amarillo who helps developers across the 
nation start up power and energy plants, 
from wind, solar, geothermal and biomass 
to natural gas plants. As a consultant with 
a fi nance background, he fi nds the right 
site, clears legal hurdles and searches for 
fi nancial backing — everything up to the 
point of commercial operations.   

He has been in the energy business for 
three decades — long enough to see the 
development cycles of both nonrenewable 
and renewable energy. And he moves with 
the market. 

McCausland, who started in the energy 
business through fi nance, spent the fi rst 
part of his career working for independent 
power producers, mainly on natural 
gas-fi red, cogeneration and biomass power 
plants. Th en he worked on his fi rst wind 
power project in the late 1990s and his 
projects quickly shifted to renewable 
energy development.

Ross McCausland (’84 M.B.A.), founder and CEO of Protos Energy 
Advisory in Amarillo, works as a power development and energy 
consultant helping developers start up energy plants, from wind, solar, 
geothermal and biomass to natural gas plants, throughout the nation.
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Th e pendulum is now 
swinging back to natural gas 
generation due to changing 
Environmental Protection 
Agency regulations, and so, 
too, is McCausland’s work. 

A chartered fi nancial 
analyst, McCausland says 
earning an M.B.A. from 
UNT has been a good 
complement to his work 
experience. At UNT, he got a 
solid understanding of 
numbers, marketing, business 
analytics and the cycle of 
capital markets — all 
essential to his work now. 
UNT’s M.B.A. program is 
well-regarded for its support 
and training, ranked 20th 
nationally among Best 
Online Graduate Business 
Programs by U.S. News & 
World Report.

“Th e M.B.A. program has 
an excellent reputation,” 
McCausland says. “It was a 
great opportunity to grow and 
build a career.”

A board member of Class 4Winds 
Inc., a renewable energy advocacy group, 
McCausland remains passionate about 
renewable energy development for its 
environmental benefi ts. But he points out 
that even natural gas plants have benefi ts 
as they have a smaller footprint, they can 
be more easily controlled for production 
and their emissions are getting cleaner.

“In a perfect world, I would rather use 
solar, wind, biomass and geothermal 
applications,” he says. “Whether you argue 
if it’s good or bad science, global warming 
is going to be a factor when building the 
power sources of the future.” 

Effi cient technologies
Hernandez thinks about the environ-

ment diff erently, trying to make things run 
better. As a senior in UNT’s mechanical 
and energy engineering program, he has 

been taught to think, “How can I make 
technology more effi  cient?” 

For his senior design capstone class, 
Hernandez is part of a student team 
designing and developing a solar-powered 
generator that more effi  ciently converts 
sunlight to electricity. 

As an intern at Dallas-based Lennox, a 
high-effi  ciency heating and cooling 
systems company, Hernandez is part of 
the team working to make commercial 
rooftop systems more effi  cient. He hopes 
it will become a full-time job after he 
graduates in May.

UNT’s mechanical and energy 
engineering program’s innovative approach 
to engineering has made it an increasingly 
popular choice, with enrollment growing 
rapidly since it was established in 2007. 
And with the program’s recently opened 
Zero Energy Laboratory, students and 
faculty study fi rsthand the next generation 
of renewable energy technologies. 

“Faculty motivate us to develop ways of 
determining ineffi  ciencies in current 
systems and then to fi nd solutions and 
improvements - skills that can apply to 
any industry,” Hernandez says.

He adds UNT also has taught him 
how to work well in a team, while being 
productive — all of which helps him excel 
at Lennox.

For instance, his team was looking to 
improve the airfl ow going through the 
outdoor condenser section of rooftop 
units to use less power and run more 
effi  ciently. After brainstorming with his 
supervisor, Hernandez proposed an idea, 
which led to an analysis that suggests there 
would be an improvement in the perfor-
mance. He says he was able to off er his 
idea because he learned to think diff er-
ently about technology at UNT and 
acquired the confi dence to speak up.

“Th e faculty members have provided 
me with basic tools, knowledge and 

Mechanical and energy engineering senior Andrew Hernandez is helping to 
develop a solar-powered generator to more effi ciently convert sunlight to elec-
tricity as part of a senior design capstone class. He also works as an intern with 
Dallas-based Lennox, a high-effi ciency heating and cooling systems company.
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fundamentals,” Hernandez says. “Th ey’ve 
also pushed me to think outside the box.”

Sustainable tourism 
Like Hernandez, Norman has UNT 

faculty members to thank for nurturing 
his passion for sustainability and for his 
success. He is one of the fi rst graduates to 
receive the university’s “green degree,” a 
master’s degree in international sustain-
able tourism through a joint degree 
program of UNT’s College of Merchan-
dising, Hospitality and Tourism and 
CATIE (Tropical Agricultural Research 
and Higher Education Center) in 
Turrialba, Costa Rica. Th e program, also 
called MIST, is one of the fi rst of its kind 
and is focused on developing low-impact 
tourism and sustainable tourism. 

For Norman, who earned an under-
graduate degree in hospitality manage-
ment from UNT, the program pushed 
him to think of tourism and sustainabil-

ity as complementary, not competing, 
interests and to understand the needs 
and expectations of travelers and 
businesses.

Now a research assistant for CATIE, 
Norman is working as a liaison between 
the institute and UNT and helping to 
recruit students. He teaches hotel, lodge 
and tourism operators in Costa Rica how 
to run a sustainable operation and 
educates students in the program on how 
to help businesses be more sustainable. 

“I have been able to combine theory 
and practice and translate what I know to 
business owners,” Norman says. “Real 
sustainability requires a great deal of 
creativity and the ability to comprehend 
how decisions have global consequences 
— it’s about looking for connections 
to maximize benefi ts, reduce waste 
and ensure the system can go on 
indefi nitely.” 

At UNT, green is more 
than the school color. 
It represents the university’s long-standing 
commitment to caring for the environment. 
Here’s why UNT has been ranked among the 
world’s most sustainable campuses for its 
green efforts, including being named a Green 
College by The Princeton Review two years in 
a row:

• Texas’ fi rst large public university to sign 
the American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment, pledg-
ing to adhere to more stringent environ-
mental standards and promising to 
achieve at least LEED Silver certifi cation 
on new buildings

• Opened four LEED-certifi ed buildings 
— the Life Sciences Complex, the Busi-
ness Leadership Building, Apogee 
Stadium and Highland Street Parking 
Garage — in two years

• Uses wind turbines to help generate 
power for UNT’s Apogee Stadium, the 
fi rst new construction college football 
facility in the nation to earn LEED Plati-
num certifi cation — the highest level

• Recently opened the Zero Energy Labora-
tory, the fi rst of its kind where students 
and faculty can study fi rsthand the next 
generation of renewable energy tech-
nologies

• Installed electric vehicle charging 
stations on campus

• Gets nearly half of its energy from 
renewable sources, has reduced its 
carbon footprint by a half-billion pounds 
and will save about $3 million annually 
through energy savings efforts that 
include making more than 120 buildings 
on campus more energy effi cient

• Recycles more than 360 tons of paper 
and cardboard, nearly 5,000 pounds of 
aluminum cans and 600,000 plastic 
bottles each year

Eric Norman (’08, ’12 M.S.), a research assistant at CATIE in 
Costa Rica, teaches hotel, lodge and tourism operators how to run 
a sustainable business and educates students in the program on 
environmentally friendly operations.

Joanna Rodriguez
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P OW E R  O F   Research
   

Supported by a prestigious National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship, alum Jennifer Williams (’11) is 
pursuing her interest in the environmental applications of 
engineering as a master’s student at UNT. She says her profes-
sors helped her get the research experience she needed as an 
undergraduate to qualify for the award. Williams and mentor 
Miguel Acevedo, Regents Professor of electrical engineering 
(pictured above), are among the students and faculty whose 
achievements in science, scholarship and the arts are featured in 
the 2013 UNT Research magazine. 

“We strive to be a university at the forefront of new ideas and 
new technologies,” President V. Lane Rawlins says.  “And that  
means our students are in an environment that instills the knowl-
edge and skills they need to excel.”

Read UNT Research magazine at unt.edu/untresearch.

 Emphasizing high quality in every 
area, UNT continues to advance 
students, research and creativity.  

Leaders and innovators
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R E S E A R C H  S U P P O R T 

UNT researchers are earning important 
grants to work on pressing problems.  

With funding from the National Science 
Foundation and MITRE Corp., Yan Wan 

(pictured at right), assistant professor of 
electrical engineering, is developing an 

analytical model for air traffic flow manage-
ment that would allow for greater auto-

mation. She also received an NSF EAGER 
grant to examine broader issues related to 
dynamic decision-making in infrastructure 
systems under uncertainty. Her research 
into large-scale networks may eventually 

help computer scientists predict and under-
stand the spread of computer viruses. 

 

I S  N AT U R E  T H E  A N S W E R ?

Renewable and zero energy, greener tires, bioplastics 
grown in sugarcane and dry adhesives inspired by 

gecko feet — UNT researchers are working to develop 
technologies and products designed by nature or 
designed with nature in mind. In disciplines from  
engineering and plant science to environmental  

science and philosophy, faculty and students are dis-
tinguishing UNT as a premier place for green research.

C R E AT I V E  W R I T I N G

UNT’s creative writing program is making a 
national name for itself. Renowned faculty  
writers attract talented students, and the 

program also offers the Visiting Writers Series, 
new poetry prizes and a respected literary 

journal (pictured are faculty editor-in-chief Ann 
McCutchan, center, with doctoral students Hill-

ary Stringer and Zach VandeZande).
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Jason Quinn (’10 Ph.D.) and Madhav Joshi (’10 Ph.D.)        
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MMadhav Joshi (’10 Ph.D.) grew up in Nepal when it was a peaceful parliamentary 
monarchy. But on a February day in 2001, as a master’s student in Kathmandu, 
he was thrust into a violent insurgency that had been brewing with the spread of 
the communist Maoist party.
    “Earlier that day I was offered a job at Tribhuvan University’s Surkhet campus. 
Maoists tried to ambush the chief justice’s vehicle in Surkhet District,” he says. 
“The insurgency gradually displaced all government offices, including those in  
my home district. My family, my friends and I were scared and dreamed of a 
peaceful resolution.”
    Convinced that social and economic grievances caused the conflict, Joshi joined 
his brother in the U.S. in 2002 and enrolled in UNT’s political science depart-
ment to research civil wars, and peace and democracy after civil wars.
    “UNT’s peace studies program was an ideal place,” Joshi says. “I learned about 
similar situations in countries from Africa, the Balkans and other parts of Asia 
and wanted to help explain causes of armed conflicts and find ways for them  
to be resolved.”  
   Joshi is now a research assistant professor at the University of Notre Dame’s 
Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies, one of the world’s leading centers 
for the study of the causes of violent conflict and strategies for sustainable peace. 
He works with Jason Quinn (’10 Ph.D.),  a postdoctoral research associate at the 
institute, on the Peace Accords Matrix, a database that tracks how the provisions 
of peace agreements for civil wars are implemented in the 10 years after the 
conflicts. This data has been used by negotiators and mediators in actual peace 
negotiations around the world. 
   Quinn and Joshi are just two of a growing number of UNT political science 
alumni who are committed to using analytical methods to approach peace and 
conflict studies as a science. They are looked to as experts on peace studies and 
are spurring on the creation of peace studies courses at other universities. 
 
Peace as a science

Many alumni say they chose UNT for the high-quality peace studies faculty, 
who now conduct research in the Castleberry Peace Institute — the only peace 
science research center in the southern U.S. It was founded in 2010 through the 
department’s collaboration with the nonprofit organization Peacemakers Inc. 

UNT alumni  

are leading peace 

studies research to 

create real solutions 

for world conflicts     

by Nancy Kolsti

Purveyors
    of Peace
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But UNT’s emphasis on peace studies 
goes back to 1998, when the political 
science department created the Johnie 
Christian Family Peace Professorship with 
an endowment from the estate of peace 
activist Johnie Christian. Associate pro- 
fessor Steven Poe was the fi rst to hold the 
professorship. Julie Harrelson-Stephens 
(’03 Ph.D.) recalls Poe, who died in 2007, 
as “a leading human rights scholar who put 
UNT at the forefront in peace studies.” 

As Poe’s teaching assistant, she worked 
with him as he put together a curriculum 
for the interdisciplinary minor in peace 
studies, the fi rst to be off ered in Texas and 
the Southwest. 

“More graduate students began focusing 
on peace and human rights research and 
wanted to study with Poe,” says T. David 
Mason, the current Johnie Christian 
Family Peace Professor and director of the 
Castleberry Peace Institute.

By 2000, UNT was an off ering a Ph.D. 
in political science with an emphasis on 
international relations or comparative 
politics focused on peace studies.

Harrelson-Stephens, now an associate 
professor at Stephen F. Austin University, 
says emphasis on these areas is rare.  

“You don’t fi nd peace studies at every 
university,” she says. “During my fi rst few 
teaching jobs, I had to propose creation of 
human rights courses.”

Harrelson-Stephens took more than 
30 hours of statistics courses as a doctoral 
student and researched the economic 
policies of more than 200 nations for 
her dissertation, analyzing their impact 
on human rights practices. She continues 
researching human rights in nations with 
uprisings during the Arab Spring.

“I jumped in with both feet,” she says. 
“I knew this data driven research was 
innovative.” 

Mason is one of nine UNT faculty 
members using statistical and computa-
tional methods to identify factors that 
infl uence political violence and human 
security. Th e institute also houses UNT’s 
Human Security, Democracy and Global 
Development research cluster, coordinated 
by Idean Salehyan, associate professor of 
political science. Th e cluster includes 
political science, economics and geography 
faculty members who study poverty, 
economic development, global health and 
international trade.  

Mason says providing international 
leaders with evidence-based solutions to 
prevent political violence, improve gover-
nance and address global poverty is the goal 
of peace science research at UNT.

“We’re not in the advocacy business, and 
we’re not philosophers for peace,” he says. 
“We’re committed to peace studies as a 
science, and government organizations are 
paying more attention to what we’re 
discovering.”  

Research leaders
Steve Liebel (’12 Ph.D.), an assistant 

professor at Colorado State University-
Pueblo, researches why nations join wars in 
which they originally had no part.  

“I look for changes in battle-level 
conditions, such as a battlefi eld moving 
closer to a nearby state, that incite the 
growth of war,” says Liebel, who also directs 
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“We’re committ ed to peace studies as a science, and 

government organizations are paying more att ention 

to what we’re discovering.”

— T. David Mason, Johnie Christian Family Peace Professor

Julie Harrelson-
Stephens (’03 Ph.D.)
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CSU-Pueblo’s Center for the Study of 
Homeland Security.

His research developed out of an 
ongoing data collection project with 
Andrew Enterline, UNT associate 
professor of political science. Th ey have 
collected information on battles of about 
80 wars fought since 1816.

“I was inspired by Dr. Enterline and his 
incredible passion for the fi eld,” Liebel says. 

Th e faculty’s work puts UNT among 
the top 10 universities for peace science 
research when considering faculty quality 
and number of articles in peer-reviewed 
journals, says Salehyan. 

“During 2011-12 alone, faculty in the 
cluster published 36 articles,” he says.

Th e National Science Foundation has 
recognized this commitment. In 2010, it 
began funding a Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates summer program at 
UNT, the only one of its kind in the U.S., 
in which students complete peace studies 
research with faculty and graduate 
student mentors.  

 Quinn credits Mason for directing him 
toward a peace studies career after meeting 
him at the University of Memphis, where 
Mason was his professor when Quinn was 
earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
After Mason joined UNT in 2002, Quinn 
followed him for his doctoral degree.

“I also read several journal articles 
written on political science departments,” 

G
ary Payne
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Quinn says. “UNT received high rankings 
for faculty productivity.” 

Data for policymakers
A second-generation UNT student, 

Amber Aubone (’11 Ph.D.) was proud to 
begin her doctoral studies where her father, 
Preston Virgil Crawford (’75), had earned 
his education degree.

And she says the support she received 
from political science professor James 
Meernik helped to fulfi ll her education and 
career goals. Aubone completed her disserta-
tion research long distance after accepting a 
teaching position at St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonio. She also was raising two small 
children, one of whom was born after she 
started her doctoral studies.

“Finding time to work on my dissertation 
was diffi  cult,” she says, “but Dr. Meernik 
helped me keep focused.” 

Working with Meernik, she examined 
how humanitarian and security interests lead 
to U.S. military interventions in armed civil 
confl icts. At St. Mary’s, she’s studying violent 
incidents in refugee camps and developing a 
database of camps throughout the world. 

“Th is research will help scholars, policy-
makers and humanitarian workers assess 
how characteristics 
such as camp design 
aff ect the living 
standards of camp 
inhabitants — data 

that could have lasting results,”  she says. 
Liebel says the aim of peace studies 

research is to be “policy-relevant and used 
by government offi  cials and others.”

Quinn agrees, adding that the Peace 
Matrix Accord data is more vital than ever. 

“About 60 to 70 percent of civil wars 
fought during the last 25 years have ended 
in peace agreements, largely because of 
increased peace building by the United 
Nations,” he says. “Th e matrix has changed 
my research agenda. I’ve set my sights on 
publishing for mediators and negotiators, 
not just academics.” 

He notes that UNT is receiving 
national attention for producing peace 
science scholars and credits his position at 
the Kroc Institute to Joshi. 

“I think the scholars were so impressed 
with Joshi that they didn’t hesitate to hire 
me,” Quinn says.

Th e alumni now are recommending 
UNT to future peace scholars. 

“I’m incredibly fortunate,” Liebel says. 
“I’m researching policy that is making a 
diff erence and I’m educating the next 
generation of scholars.” 

Learn how you can support the peace 
studies program at giving.unt.edu or email 
heather.cairns@unt.edu.

Amber Aubone
 (’11 Ph.D.)

Steve Liebel
 (’12 Ph.D.)
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S OA R I N G Eagles

The honorees at this year’s UNT Alumni Awards have taken 
different but remarkable paths to success. Some are household names 
in the music industry. Others are successful businessmen, attorneys and 
entrepreneurs. But they all share a common sentiment about their alma 
mater: Their success would not have been possible without the 
foundation laid by UNT. 

The awards bestowed at the Feb. 22 event included two Distin-
guished Alumni Awards, the university’s most prestigious honor, 
presented since 1965 to individuals who have earned prominence and 
accolades for their professional accomplishments. The Distinguished 
Young Alumni Award honors alumni under 40 for distinguished 
achievement.  

 “Our alumni are proof of the power of a UNT education, and this 
year’s Alumni Award winners are showing the world just how far you 
can go with a UNT degree. The sky is the limit,” says President V. Lane 
Rawlins. “We are so proud of their success.”

Recognizing outstanding  
professional achievements, service and 

dedication to UNT

Honored at the Alumni Awards Dinner were, standing from left, Chris Drake (’01), Alex Orbison, Samuel P. Golden (’74); 
seated, Michael Friedman (’72), Ernie W. Kuehne Jr. (’66), C. Dean Davis (’53).

Alumni Awards 2013
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Watch videos of the award recipients  
at northtexan.unt.edu/online. 
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Distinguished Alumni Award  
 
The late Roy Orbison    

Singer, songwriter and rock ’n’ roll 
legend Roy Orbison grew up in West 
Texas and led two bands, the Wink 
Westerners and later the Teen Kings, with 
whom he recorded “Ooby Dooby,” a song 
written by fellow North Texas students 
Wade Lee Moore and Dick Penner (’58). 

Orbison, who co-wrote and recorded 
hits including “Only the Lonely,” “Blue 
Angel,”  “Running Scared,”  “Blue Bayou” 
and “Oh, Pretty Woman,” was inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
1987. He died in December 1988. 

Orbison attended North Texas in 
1954-55. His sons, Alex and Roy Orbison 
Jr., say it held a special place in his heart.

 “His time at UNT helped develop a 
truly unique talent, and it was one of the 
cornerstones preceding a remarkable  
music career.”

Samuel P. Golden (’74) 

Samuel P. Golden graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in business administra-
tion. He earned numerous athletic and aca-
demic honors as a member of the Mean 
Green football team. 

Golden is co-CEO of Alvarez & Marsal 
Financial Industry Advisory Services in 
Houston. He previously served in a variety 
of leadership roles with the U.S. Office of 
the Comptroller of the Currency, which 
charters and regulates all national banks 
and federal savings associations. He is a 
lifetime member of the UNT Alumni 
Association and a member of the UNT 
Foundation’s board of directors, the 
Chilton Society and the 1890 Society.

“This award is not about me. This is a 
special honor for those on whose shoulders 
I stand,” Golden says. “We know in our 
family that this legacy of giving, of making 
a difference, of loving UNT will go on.”

 
Distinguished Young  
Alumni Award  
 
Eli Young Band: Michael Eli Diaz (’04), James 

Jeffrey Young (’02), Jonathan Bradley Jones 

(’04) and Christopher Jordan Thompson (’04)  

The members of the Eli Young Band 
met as UNT students in the late 1990s. 
Since then, these four UNT alumni have 
built a career recording country albums 
with a hint of heartland rock. They earned 
their first platinum record with “Crazy 
Girl” in 2011, selling more than 1.5 million 
downloads of the track. Their latest album, 
Life at Best, was released in August 2011. 

They won Song of the Year at the 2011 
Academy of Country Music Awards and 
were nominated for a 2013 Grammy 
Award for Best Country Duo/Group 
Performance for “Even If It Breaks Your 
Heart.” In April, they will contend for three 
Academy of Country Music Awards.

“UNT has been a part of us for so 
many years,” Diaz says. “We built the band 
here and our lives that we have now — it 
all started at UNT.” 

Chris Drake (’01) 

Chris Drake’s success story includes a 
transition from military veteran to 
engaged university student. Drake 
enrolled at UNT in 1997 after serving as 
a paratrooper with the U.S. Army’s storied 
82nd Airborne Division. He is the 
founder and CEO of FireHost, a secure 
cloud hosting company, which provides 
security solutions for websites, applica-
tions and critical data. He was recognized 
as one of the “40 Under 40” business 
leaders by the Dallas Business Journal.

“The university allowed me to be the 
dynamic person that I am,” says Drake, 
who earned his degree in marketing. “At 
UNT, I was surprised by how you are 
empowered to do what you want to do.” 

• O U T S T A N D I N G  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

Presented to honor individuals who have 
provided exceptional volunteer service  
to UNT.

Community service is a priority for 
Michael Friedman (’72), senior vice 
president of CBRE Group Inc., a world-
wide real estate services company. For 
years, he dressed as a clown to enter-
tain terminally ill cancer patients at 
Children’s Medical Center of Dallas and 
Medical City Dallas. Friedman serves on 
numerous boards, including the board 
of trustees for the Plano ISD, the Cancer 
Foundation for Life and Jewish Family 
Services.

• U L Y S  K N I G H T  S P I R I T  A W A R D

Presented to an individual or group that 
has made noteworthy efforts to sustain 
spirit among the UNT family. 

Ernie Kuehne Jr. (’66) came to UNT in 
1962 on a track scholarship. After earn-
ing his bachelor’s degree in political 
science, he earned a law degree from 
Baylor University. Kuehne is president 
and board chair of Kuehne Oil Co. He is 
a member of the UNT McConnell Society 
and Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity Alumni 
Advisory Board, and a life member of 
the UNT Alumni Association and the 
UNT Ex-Letterman’s Association.  
Texas Gov. Rick Perry appointed Kuehne 
to the UNT System Board of Regents  
in January.

• G E N E R A T I O N S  O F  E X C E L L E N C E 
A W A R D

Presented to a family for extraordinary 
service to and advocacy for UNT through 
multiple generations.

The family of former UNT Board of 
Regents Chair C. Dean Davis (’53) has 
a rich history with the university that 
includes nearly 40 alumni going back 
to 1910. Davis’ parents, aunt, uncles, 
cousins, sister and many extended fam-
ily members attended North Texas, as 
did he. Read more about Davis and his 
family on page 43. 

Learn more about this 
year’s winners and nomi-
nate alumni for the 2014 

awards by Aug. 1, 2013, at 
unt.edu/alumniawards. 

U N T  A L U M N I  A W A R D S
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 NestEAGLES’

WORLD  
INSPIRATION

Art alum Laura Harrington uses her talents to teach 
English, fight disease and support community  

development in Bonga, Ethiopia.

Learn more about Harrington’s work  
at northtexan.unt.edu/laura-harrington.
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LAURA HARRINGTON ( ’05), A DRAWING  
and painting graduate, is sharing her talents with the world. As 
a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in Bonga, Ethiopia, she teaches 
English and women’s programs and is using her passion for art 
to help mobilize the community and raise awareness of health 
issues. From organizing a sign contest for World Malaria Day, to 
creating a painting exchange with American students and 
turning the side of a school into a world map mural, she’s 
inspiring Ethiopians to get creative. 

“That’s the beautiful thing about the Peace Corps,” she says. 
“You get awesome opportunities to think on your feet and make 
things happen with community members.”
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 C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  Friends

EAGLES’  Nest

1954 

 Ann Gribble Barnett (’56 
M.M.Ed.), Denton :: retired 

last spring from her position as 

organist at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church in Denton, which she 

held since the church was orga-

nized in 1960. She has been mar-

ried to Prentice Barnett for 

57 years. 

 

1960

 Edward V. 
Smith, Dal-
las :: received 

the Distin-

guished Life-

time Achievement Award in 

probate law from the Real Estate 

Probate and Trust Law section of 

the State Bar of Texas. He previ-

ously received the Lifetime 

Achievement Award from the 

1967

Glenn D. Roberts, Rochester, 
Minn. :: retired in October as a 

professor of microbiology, labora-

tory medicine and pathology at 

the Mayo Clinic College of Medi-

cine and at the Mayo Clinic, 

where he was on the staff for 40 

years. He was a staff member of 

the Division of Clinical Microbi-

ology in the Department of Labo-

ratory and Pathology.   

 

1971

 Dan M. 
Linn, Dallas 
:: retired from 

the Texas 

Comptroller 

of Public Accounts last summer 

after 40 years of service. He says a 

campaign swing by Bob Bullock 

and appointments as Fort Worth 

and Dallas regional audit director 

two years into the job convinced 

him to stay. He became an assis-

tant state comptroller and the 

manager for evaluation, develop-

ment and succession planning.  

 

1972

Maury Forman, Seattle, Wash. 
:: senior manager of the Washing-

ton State Department of Com-

merce, received the Jeffrey A. 

Finkle Organizational Leadership 

Award from the International 

Economic Development Council 

last fall. It recognizes an outstand-

Probate Section of the Dallas Bar 

Association. 
 
1963

 Frank D. Bracken, Dallas :: 
received a 2012 Each Moment 

Matters Award from Presbyterian 

Communities and Services Foun-

dation at a luncheon in October 

benefiting Faith Presbyterian 

Hospice. 

 
1964

Mary Kay 
Parrish 
(M.M.), 
Shawnee, 
Okla. :: Pro-

fessor Emeritus of music at Okla-

homa Baptist University, was 

inducted into its Faculty Hall of 

Fame last fall. A handbell com-

poser and clinician, she was on the 

faculty from 1964 to 2002 and 

founded the University Ringers. 

 

1965 

Billy Thompson Vandeventer 
(’70 M.Ed.), Frisco :: is the 

namesake of Vandeventer Middle 

School in the Frisco ISD, which 

was dedicated in September. She 

taught for 29 years, including 26 

years in the Frisco ISD teaching 

fourth graders and middle school 

math. She began her teaching 

career in Carrollton-Farmers 

Branch. 

Keep up with the latest developments in the UNT 
family and tell your peers what you’ve been  
up to since leaving the nest. Send your news to  
The North Texan (see contact information on  
page 7). Members of the UNT Alumni Association 
are designated with a .

Read more, share comments and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

UNT housing experience runs in the family for, from left, 
siblings Whitney (’10), Connor and Kathryn Ryan (’12). 
Whitney was a resident assistant in Crumley Hall, Kath-
ryn was an RA in Bruce Hall, and Connor, a sophomore, is 
now a facilities assistant in Bruce Hall.
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Upcoming Alumni Gatherings
Alumni gather with students, faculty, staff, students and friends to 
celebrate the Mean Green spirit. Here’s a sampling of spring events:

Official Ring Presentation Ceremony: The official class 
ring presentation for the spring is set for April 11 in the 
Gateway Center Ballroom. A reception begins at 6:30 
p.m. and the ceremony starts at 7:15 p.m. Call the UNT 

Alumni Association at 940-565-2834 or email alumni@unt.edu for 
more information. 
 
Green and White Game: The spring football scrimmage begins at 2 
p.m. April 13 at UNT’s Apogee Stadium, and other activities are 
planned in conjunction with the game. The morning starts with a 5K 
run followed by the Go Mean Green flag football game and silent 
auction, with proceeds benefiting athletic scholarships. The UNT 
Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony begins at noon at the 
Apogee club level. For information about the silent auction and  
the flag football game, which kicks off around 10 a.m., email 
markmiller55@verizon.net. For information about the Hall of Fame 
ceremony, visit meangreensports.com.

For more information or to join the UNT Alumni Association, call 
940-565-2834 or go to untalumni.com.

Andy Upchurch, San Leon ::  
a musician and sailor, released The 
Oleanders of San Leon, a book that 

recounts how he decided that 

building a house would be the 

perfect next great adventure and 

details some of his “misadven-

tures” along the way.

 
1980

Del Brickley (’85 M.M.Ed.), 
Littleton, Colo. :: retired last year 

from a 31-year career in public 

school music education in Colo-

rado, including 24 years as direc-

tor of bands at Englewood High 

School. He was the 2012 inductee 

into the Colorado Band  master’s 

Association Hall of Fame. 

1981

Kyle Hope, Arkadelphia, Ark. :: 
is an assistant baseball coach at 

Ouachita Baptist University. He 

retired from the Texas public 

school system after teaching and 

coaching for 30 years in the Gar-

land, Allen, Highland Park and 

Richardson school districts.

Jack Schwartzwald, North 
Kingstown, R.I. :: is a hospitalist 

physician at South County Hos-

pital in Wakefield, R.I., and a 

clinical assistant professor of 

medicine at Brown University’s 

Alpert Medical School. His new 

book, Nine Lives of Israel (McFar-

land & Co.), relates Israel’s his-

tory through the lives of nine of 

its leading citizens. It won the 

third-place manuscript award in 

UNT’s 2009 Mayborn Writing 

Competition. 

 

 
1986

Marlon 
Scott,  
Sugar Land :: 
joined Ameri-

prise Financial 

Ser  vices in Sugar Land as financial 

advisor and associate vice presi-

dent last fall. He previously 

worked for Merrill Lynch.  

 

James South (M.M., ’90 
D.M.A.), Weatherford, Okla. :: 

was appointed dean of the College 

of Arts and Sciences at South-

western Oklahoma State Univer-

sity in Weatherford. He previously 

was director of bands and chair of 

the Department of Music. 

1990

Brian Alford, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. :: received the Paul E. 

Dannelley Harmony Award from 

the Oklahoma City chapter of the 

Public Relations Society of Amer-

ica for his longtime service to the 

profession. He also was honored 

by the Jim Thorpe Association as 

the 2012 Outstanding Volunteer. 

 
1991

Greg O’Rourke, Burbank, 
Calif. :: co-founder of Jolly Mad 

Productions, appeared on an 

episode of the MTV show Made 

last summer. MTV followed a 

high school student with an acting 

dream to the shoot of a commer-

cial for which Greg was a writer, 

producer, director and actor. 

 

 

ing individual who has continu-

ously led the same public or 

nonprofit economic development 

organization for at least 15 years.  

 

1974

Stephen Town (’77 M.M.),  
Maryville, Mo. :: is the author of 

An Imperishable Heritage: British 
Choral Music from Parry to Dyson 
(Ashgate). He examines and 

compares selected works of  

a number of composers in this 

survey of choral music of the 

English musical renaissance.

1978

 Ray Hair (M.M.Ed.), New 
York, N.Y. :: is international 

president of the American Federa-

tion of Musicians of the United 

States and Canada. He negotiates 

industry-wide trade agreements 

covering musicians in sound 

recording, Broadway touring, 

television and film. He also co-

chairs the Ameri can Federation 

of Musicians and Employers’ 

Pension Fund.

 Gary L. Schepf (’85 M.Ed.), 
Irving :: was named the Irving 

ISD’s 2013 Secondary Teacher of 

the Year. He taught business and 

technology for 22 years at Irving 

Nimitz High School before 

joining in opening what is now 

the Jack E. Singley Academy. 

1979

Margaret Reynolds Hoge, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. :: was 

named the 2012 Oklahoma 

Elementary Art Educator of the 

Year by the Oklahoma Art Edu-

cation Association. She is teach-

ing in her 12th year at Heritage 

Hall in Oklahoma City.
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Quest for success

 As a UNT marketing student, Tiffaney Dale Hunter (’01) 
worked on a business plan in which she dreamed of one day having a 

career as a marketing consultant. She says she wanted to explore her 

passion for writing and creative expression while interacting with a variety 

of clients each day. 

“I often reflect back and feel so much peace in knowing that I am doing 

exactly what I’ve always had the desire to do,” she says.

And she’s receiving big rewards. As president and CEO of the public 

relations firm Tiffaney Dale Agency, Hunter received the “Quest For 

Success” Award from the Dallas Black Chamber of Commerce in February. 

The award honored seven entrepreneurs in the Dallas-Fort Worth area for 

business achievements and community involvement. She also received the 

Dallas Furniture Bank and Collin County Business Press “40 Under 40” 

award last year.

Hunter says her work-study at what is now the College of Public Affairs 

and Community Service and her membership in the UNT chapter of the 

National Association of Black Accountants honed key leadership and 

business etiquette skills.

“UNT definitely provided a solid foundation that allowed me to excel in 

corporate America and as a business owner,” she says.

After graduation, she worked at Wyndham International and later 

consulted on several projects — leading to the launch of the Tiffaney Dale 

Agency in 2006. She and her team have produced campaigns for clients 

and projects such as FOX Sports Grill, McDonald’s and Glenlivet Scotch, 

and the agency boasts offices in Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston.

“Seven years of running your own business requires a lot of sacrifice, 

so to have all of your hard work recognized is great,” she says. “You feel 

that you’re appreciated and that your efforts are paying off.” 

— Jessica DeLeón

 
Adriane 
Wilson,  
Dallas :: is 

the vice presi-

dent of busi-

ness development for the Texas 

Institute for Surgery. She was 

selected as a member of the Lead-

ership Texas Class of 2012, a 

women’s leadership development 

program. 

 

1992

Chuck  
Kobdish, 
Dallas :: 
received the 

Greater East 

Dallas Chamber of Commerce 

2012 Chairman’s Award for com-

munity and chamber support. He 

earned his chiropractic degree 

and is the president of Back-

Menders — Chiropractic With 

Care. He and his wife, Sonia 
Miller Kobdish (’95 M.Ed.), 
have two children. 
 

 David Meadors, Frisco :: is 

the senior vice president of wealth 

management at Morgan Stanley. 

He was featured in the August 

issue of Texas Monthly, named as 

a 2012 Five Star Wealth Manager 

in the Dallas-Fort Worth area for 

the fourth consecutive year. 

1993

Bear Cahill, Corinth :: has 

worked on nearly 100 iOS apps  

as a freelance developer and has 

written a book on iOS develop-

ment for Manning Publications 

titled iOS in Practice. He is  

 

continuing to grow his business 

with the emerging mobile market.  

 
 David Toney, Pearland :: a 

partner at Adams and Reese, was 

named among the 2012 Texas 

Super Lawyers, recognized in the 

fields of construction litigation, 

civil litigation defense and busi-

ness litigation. The list appears in 

the October 2012 issues of Texas 
Monthly and Texas Super Lawyers. 

1994

Jennifer Helms Roh, Weston, 
Conn. :: launched the company 

Diaper Bag Dailies, an online 

store offering a variety of prepack-

aged kits of essential baby items 

that fill a diaper bag. The com-

pany aims to use local and U.S.-

made ingredients and suppliers. 

1995

Debra Cole (’00 M.Ed.), Austin 
:: released a new book, Pain Man-
agement Solutions: Managing Pain 
in Stages, in which she provides a 

holistic process to help patients 

address pain issues due to injury 

or medical conditions. 

Brian Dobbs, Grapevine :: and 

his wife, Mary, welcomed their 

third child, Jordan Ann Dobbs, 

last March. She weighed 7 

pounds, 14 ounces, and was 19.5 

inches long. He says big sisters 

Brooklyn and Kameron love their 

new sister. 

 

Matthew Mailman (D.M.A.), 

Oklahoma City, Okla. :: is a 

professor of conducting at Okla-

Ch
ri

s 
M

cB
ro

w
n
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Kitty St. Claire (M.S.), Dallas 
:: was honored with a 2012 Each 

Moment Matters Award by Pres-

byterian Communities and Ser-

vices Foundation at a luncheon in 

October benefiting Faith Presby-

terian Hospice.  

2002

 Robert (D.M.A.) and  Lau-
ren Murray (’02 D.M.A.), 
Columbus, Ga. :: were hosts of 

the 37th annual conference of the 

International Trumpet Guild in 

Columbus last spring and pre-

miered three new works written 

for them. Robert is an associate 

professor of trumpet at Colum-

bus State University, and Lauren 

is an oboist and director of educa-

tion and operations for the 

Columbus Symphony.  

 

Bryan K. Rouse (M.M.), Scho-
field Barracks, Hawaii :: was 

the principal percussionist for the 

Monterrey Symphony Orchestra 

in Mexico for 10 years and a pro-

fessor of percussion at the local 

music institution. Last spring, he 

returned to the U.S. and com-

pleted training to join the Army 

Band program.  

2003

Jacob Lassetter (M.M.), Deco-
rah, Iowa :: is an assistant profes-

sor of music at Luther College in 

Decorah and a baritone with an 

active performing career. His 

2012 schedule included the role of 

Germont in La Traviata with the 

Opera Theatre of the Rockies. 

 

 

2004 

Chris Barton, McKinney :: 
was promoted to vice president at 

Bank of America, after celebrating 

eight years with the organization. 

He and his wife, Diana (’04), 
have two daughters, Caroline, 3, 

and Charlotte, 1. 

Evangelina Rangel (’09), El 
Paso, and Leslie Lynch (’05),  
Dell City :: co-founded  

FashionScopes.com, a fashion styl-

ing website that combines astrol-

ogy with fashion. They match 

fashion trends with characteristics 

of zodiac signs to create monthly 

fashion horoscopes. 

Sarah Irene Scott, San Marcos 
:: graduated from Texas State 

University last spring with a mas-

ter’s in education. She was esoteric 

advisor for the Alpha Zeta chapter 

of Chi Omega, was inducted into 

several honor societies and was 

active in student government. 

 
2005 

 Brian Glenn Hutchins (’08 
M.A.), Chesterfield, Va. :: and 

his wife, Leslie, welcomed their 

daughter, Talia Piper Hutchins, in 

August. She weighed 6 pounds, 

13 ounces, and was 20.5 inches.

homa City University. Recent 

performances include conducting 

Poulenc’s Dialogues of the Carmel-
ites, Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi and 

Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd. 
 
David B. Pettit (M.P.A.), Fort 
Worth :: is a principal and direc-

tor of economic development at 

Bennett Benner Pettit. The archi-

tecture and planning firm received 

the 2012 Greater Tarrant Busi-

ness Ethics Award. 

 

 Kelley Reese, Denton :: cele-

brated the start of 2012 with the 

birth of Samantha Ann. The 

future UNT graduate enjoyed her 

first bonfire at Homecoming. 

1998

Larrah Scott Bolten, McKin-
ney :: was hired to the new posi-

tion of proposal writer at the 

Jackson Walker law firm. She has 

three boys ages 5, 7 and 9. At 

UNT, she was among the inaugu-

ral classes of the Honors program 

and served as senior editor of the 

Honors literary magazine, Process.

1999

LynDee Walker, Midlothian, 
Va. :: released her debut mystery 

novel, Front Page Fatality: A 

Nichelle Clarke Headlines in Heels 
Mystery (Henery Press), featuring 

a sleuthing crime reporter “armed 

with a notebook, a hunch and her 

favorite stilettos.” LynDee earned 

her degree in journalism and was 

an assistant managing editor for 

the North Texas Daily. 
 

Cory Ward and Sarah Ann 
Kettelhut (’04), Denton :: 
welcomed their son, Kubrick 

Austin Ward, in September. 

They were married in 2010. 

Sarah is the executive chef at The 

Wildwood Inn in Denton, and 

Cory is completing his M.B.A. in 

health services management at 

UNT and the UNT Health 

Science Center.

 
2000
 

Barb Han, Plano :: is the 

author of Seducing Avery (The 

Wild Rose Press). Her debut 

novel, the book follows a billion-

aire’s pursuit of a career-focused 

woman hired to pull off the event 

of the century. 

 
2001

Larry Grimes and Cheri 
Durrett Grimes (’00), Gar-
land :: welcomed their second 

son, August Keller, in August. He 

joins big brother Liam.

Paula Gudmundson (M.M.), 
Minneapolis, Minn. :: was 

appointed visiting assistant pro-

fessor of music at the University 

of Minnesota-Duluth and com-

pleted a D.M.A. at the University 

of Minnesota-Twin Cities.  
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L E G AC Y Families

Read about other UNT legacy families at northtexan.unt.edu/ 
legacy-families and share the story of your own UNT legacy.

  For C. Dean Davis (’53), former chair 
of the UNT Board of Regents, attending 
North Texas is a family affair. 

Davis, founder and senior managing 
shareholder of the Austin law firm Davis 
Fuller Jackson and Keene, formerly Davis 
& Davis, is one of more than 30 family 
members to attend the university, going 
back to the family’s first graduate in the 
early 1900s.

The Davis family was honored for a 
century of UNT pride with a Genera-
tions of Excellence Award at the annual 
Alumni Awards Dinner Feb. 22. The 
award, introduced in 2009, recognizes 
families with many members who have 
attended or graduated from the university, 
who have demonstrated the value of 
family in their individual and collective 
lives, and who have provided extraordi-
nary service to and advocacy for UNT.

“North Texas has been an extremely 
special place for our family,” Davis says. 
“The majority were and are teachers, and 
they got their start here.”

The Davis family’s history with the 
university started with Lynn Davis, who 
received his teaching certification from 
North Texas State Normal College in 
1910 and worked as an assistant superin-
tendent in the El Paso ISD. The link to 
UNT continues through the decades and 
generations, with alumni including  
Dean’s cousin, O.L. Davis Jr. (’49, ’50 M.
Ed.), a Professor Emeritus of curriculum 
and instruction at the University of Texas 

at Austin; Dean’s sister, Ellen Davis 
Taylor (’55), and her husband, James (’56, 
’59 M.S.) and their daughter Debbie 
Taylor Albrecht (’82); and O.L.’s grand-
son John Lynn wood Davis Jr. (’98 M.S.). 

O.L. Davis Jr. was a member of the 
Naval Reserves on campus and entered 
Officer Candidate School, a rigorous 
leadership and infantry training program, 
with other North Texas alumni.

“During active duty in the Korean 
War, we were in OCS class with people 
from Harvard and Yale, and we were able 
to hold our own,” O.L. says. “UNT has 
always had strong undergraduate 
programs.”

Watching UNT grow and improve 
through the years has instilled in Dean a 
desire to help the alma mater that has 
meant so much to his family.

“To see what North Texas has become 

— from the 4,600 who attended when I 
graduated to 36,000 — is just a tremen-
dous thing to behold,” he says.  

Upon Dean’s graduation, he attended 
law school at the University of Texas at 
Austin, accepting a position in the Texas 
Attorney General’s Office before moving 
into private practice. He was appointed a 
UNT regent in 1967 and again in 1983. 
He was elected chair of both the UNT 
and UNT Health Science Center boards 
in 1987.

Recently, Dean and his wife, Mollie, 
announced an estate gift of $1 million to 
support several areas at UNT.

“We have an obligation to be sure 
that students have the same opportunity 
for a life-changing experience that we 
did,” he says. 

— Claudia Taylor

G
ary Payne

LASTING LEGACY

From left, front row: Debbie Taylor Albrecht (’82), Ellen Davis Taylor (’55), Teresa 
Harber Davis (’52), Paula McPherson Davis (’75, ’76 M.Ed.); back row: James Taylor 
(’56, ’59 M.S.), C. Dean Davis (’53), John Davis (’52), O.L. Davis Jr. (’49, ’50 M.Ed.), 
Luke Davis III (’76).
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➺  The work of John Ruiz, assistant professor of psychology, 

supporting “the Hispanic paradox” was featured in VOXXI 

and the Jan. 24 Huffington Post. The paradox refers to the 

finding that despite having worse risk factors for disease, 

Hispanics and Latinos tend to live longer than non-Hispanic 

whites. Combining data from longitudinal health studies 

published in the last 25 years, Ruiz found that Hispanic 

participants were 17.5 percent more likely overall to be alive 

at the conclusion of the studies compared to non-Hispan-

ics. The mortality advantage was 25 percent for those with 

heart disease and 30 percent for those with no known 

health issues. Ruiz says this resilience is likely due to a 

combination of factors, and some speculate that a cultural 

emphasis on close social relationships may be a key.

➺  Bulgarian author Miroslav Penkov, assistant professor 

of English, has been garnering international press since 

his entry “East of the West” was announced as the winner 

of the BBC International Short Story Award. The ceremony 

was broadcast live on the Radio 4 show Front Row in 

October. The judges were unanimous in their selection 

of the story, which is set during and after the Cold War in 

Bulgaria. Penkov has discussed his debut collection East 

of the West: A Country in Stories (Farrar, Straus & Giroux) in 

interviews with the BBC and NPR’s All Things Considered, 

among other media.   

➺  Pamela Padilla, 
associate professor 

of biological sci-

ences, and doctoral 

student Candace 
LaRue wrote 

about an innova-

tive program in the 

Oct. 26 issue of Science magazine. The “Worm Mutant” 

genetics lab module Padilla created as a component of her 

National Science Foundation CAREER award was a winner of 

the Science Prize for Inquiry-Based Instruction. More than 

300 undergraduates a year now have the opportunity to 

identify genes that regulate biological processes by study-

ing mutant C. elegans, millimeter-long roundworms with 

insulin-signaling pathways similar to those in humans.

. . . . . . I N  T H E  / /  News
 

2006

Kimberly Ann Squyres, 
Lufkin :: is a full-time lecturer in 

communication and director of 

debate at Stephen F. Austin State 

University after working in the 

public relations field. She earned 

her master’s there in 2010 and the 

Outstanding University Adjunct 

Faculty Member award in 2011. 

 
2008

Megan Self (’11 M.S.) and 
Brandon Reynolds (’09), 
Flower Mound :: were married 

last fall. They met at UNT in 

2007 as Eagle Camp counselors. 

 

2009

 Jeff Kline, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. :: graduated from Okla-

homa City University School of 

Law last May and passed the 

Oklahoma bar exam. He works 

primarily in domestic litigation 

and criminal defense. 

 

Brittnee Belt Laverty, Frisco 

:: earned her degree in market-

ing and recently released her first 

full-length CD, Elemental Me, on 

iTunes. One of the songs was 

used for the children’s movie 

Minor Details. 

 

2010

Shelly Cole Hye (M.A.), Keller 
:: opened Elm Street Studio, an 

art gallery, creative studio and 

event venue in Keller. She 

worked for 16 years in public 

education. 

 

2011

Pamela Scott-Bracey (Ph.D.), 
Frisco :: and her husband, Rudy, 

welcomed their baby boy, Riley 

Jacob Bracey in June. He weighed 

7 pounds, 11 ounces, and was 

20.5 inches long. 

 

Sage Garber, Coppell :: was 

awarded Volunteer of the Year last 

summer by the Texas Advocates 

and is president of the ARC of 

Denton County, a volunteer orga-

nization expanding opportunities 

for people with developmental 

disabilities. She is working on a 

master’s degree in counseling. 

 

2012

 Katie Grivna, Philadelphia, 
Penn. :: is a member of the Stew-

ardship Communications team at 

the University of Pennsylvania’s 

Development and Alumni Rela-

tions Office. She earned her degree 

in strategic communications.  
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 F R I E N D S  W E ’ L L  M I S S

UNT’s alumni, faculty, staff and students are the 
university’s greatest legacy. When members of  
the Eagle family pass, they are remembered and 
their spirit lives on. Send information about deaths 
to The North Texan (see contact information on 
page 7).  
 

Read more, write memorials and connect with friends 

at northtexan.unt.edu.

University Community
 

Louise M. 
Alton, Profes-

sor Emeritus of 

music, died 

Dec. 29 in 

Denton. She joined the university in 

1968 and taught music education 

and voice until retiring in 1980. She 

presented workshops and traveled 

internationally to speak about the 

benefits of music education for 

exceptional children. She previ-

ously taught elementary and sec-

ondary vocal music, piano and 

choral music in Louisiana, Alabama 

and New Mexico and directed the 

undergraduate music education 

program at Louisiana Tech Univer-

sity. Alton, who earned her doctor-

ate from Columbia Uni versity, was 

the first female president of the 

Louisiana Music Educators Associa-

tion from 1962 to 1966 and was 

inducted into its Hall of Fame. 

During World War II, she served 

with the Red Cross as a music 

therapist in military hospitals. 

Charles 
M. ‘Chuck’ 
Foster Jr. (’71 

M.B.A.), retired 

associate pro-

fessor in the Department of Finance, 

Insurance, Real Estate and Law, 

died Nov. 29 in Dallas. He served on 

the faculty for more than 40 years, 

retiring in 2011. He earned a law 

degree from Southern Methodist 

University and taught business law 

courses in the department, publish-

ing articles on compliance programs 

and consumer bankruptcy. Foster, 

who began his teaching career at 

North Texas as a graduate student, 

received the ’Fessor Graham Award 

for teaching excellence and was a 

UNT Honor Professor. He also won 

the Ralph C. Hoeber Award for Excel-

lence in Research from the Academy 

of Legal Studies in Business in 1995 

and the 1997 Best Paper Award 

from the Southern Academy of Legal 

Studies in Business. Memorials may 

be made to the FIREL Department 

Scholarship Fund.

1940s

Roy Simon VanHoove (’42), 
Electra :: He was the first col-

lege graduate in his family, who 

had sacrificed for him to attend 

North Texas. He remembered 

living in a boarding house and 

eating one meal a day while 

earning his degree in speech. 

He was the director of special 

education for the Lubbock pub-

lic schools for many years and 

eventually moved to Travis State 

School in Austin as director of 

in-service training. He was most 

proud of helping high school 

drop-outs attain their GEDs. 

J. Carter Murphy (’43, 
’46), Dallas :: He was a Pro-

fessor Emeritus of economics at 

Southern Methodist University, 

active on the faculty there from 

1961 to 1990. He received 

degrees in music and econom-

ics from North Texas. As a 

naval officer at Normandy and 

Luzon during World War II, he 

received the Silver Star for gal-

lantry. He had earned Fulbright 

awards, worked for the United 

Nations, lectured for the U.S. 

Department of State and served 

as senior staff economist at the 

White House during the Nixon 

administration. 

 

Annabell Talley Poore (’43), 
Arlington :: She earned her 

degree in business at North 

Texas and was a teacher and 

pharmaceutical technician. 

 

Garrett Hobert Brammer 
Jr. (’48), Gainesville :: He 

was a P-51 fighter pilot in the 

Air Corps during World War II, 

then returned to complete his 

degree at North Texas, where 

he met his wife, Billie Couch 
(’47). At age 90, he was in his 

office every day at Brammer 

Pipe and Steel. 

 
1950s

James G. Eagle (’50), Fort 
Worth :: He played football 

at North Texas, achieving Little 

All-American honors, and later 

was drafted by the Philadelphia 

Eagles. As an Eagle himself, he 

was proud that every team he 

played on had an Eagle as its 

mascot. He owned Jim Eagle 

Turf Industries, helping to build 

and improve golf courses and 

athletic fields around the coun-

try. He was a U.S. Navy veteran 

of the Korean War. Memorials 

may be made to UNT Athletics. 

 

Audrey Hudgins Foster  
(’50, ’62 M.M.Ed), Dallas 

:: She earned her degrees in 

music education and served the 

Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD 

from 1962 to 1988, retiring as 

coordinator of fine arts.
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H.W. ‘Wib’ 
Kamp, Pro-

fessor Emeri-

tus of political 

science who 

worked at North Texas from 1950 

to 1984, died Dec. 24 in Denton. 

A former chair of the Department 

of Political Science, he was instru-

mental in the formation of the 

political science doctoral program 

and the Master of Public Adminis-

tration program. He also was chair 

of the oral history committee. He 

was the last surviving member of 

the Denton Charter Committee, 

which wrote the Denton city charter 

in 1959, and also served on what 

is now the Public Utility Board for 

Denton in the 1950s and 1960s. He 

was a University Honors Professor 

and received the Regents Award 

for Distinguished Teaching and 

Research. He also taught at Colum-

bia University, where he earned his 

doctorate. He was an officer in the 

U.S. Army Air Corps, serving as a 

cryptographer in North Africa dur-

ing World War II. 

Lalia Mae 
Lewis, former 

physical edu-

cation faculty 

member, died 

Dec. 17 in Mabank. Lewis joined the 

university in 1961. She taught at 

Texas high schools in Electra and 

Wharton and, during World War II, 

worked in Hawaii and the South 

Pacific with the USO. After the war, 

she taught at the Peck School in 

Morristown, N.J., and was a teacher 

and camp director for refugee 

children at Goddard Neighborhood 

Center in New York City. She earned 

her master’s from Columbia Uni-

versity.

Fred 
McCain 
(’48, ’49 

M.S.), a 

major force 

in the development of the athlet-

ics program at UNT, died Feb. 26 

in Denton. After serving in the 

U.S. Navy during World War II, he 

returned as quarterback for North 

Texas, playing on the 1946 team 

Ralph Spencer (’50), White 
Oak :: He served in the U.S. 

Maritime Services and the U.S. 

Marine Corps. He earned his 

degree in industrial arts and was 

executive vice president for  

Associates Corp. of North 

America. He was a Geezle at 

North Texas. Survivors include 

his wife, Lou Ellen Allison 
(’50), and brother, Richard 
Spencer (’52).  

Gene L. Pflug (’51), Dallas 

:: Known as the “Boy with the 

Flying Feet,” he began his career 

at age 7 and turned profes-

sional tap dancer at 14. He 

was selected for a scholarship 

at North Texas to travel with 

’Fessor Graham, staging shows 

and performing with the Aces of 

Collegeland. He also staged and 

performed in 190 military shows 

with the Special Services Unit 

and worked in TV, nightclubs 

and stage productions. He then 

spent 30 years in commercial 

insurance and became an award-

winning dance teacher.   

Darlene Morris Kissinger 
(’52), Olney :: She was a 

member of Delta Chi Delta. 

She taught for 34 years, includ-

ing five years at Midland High 

School and 25 years at Midland 

Lee High School as a business 

teacher. She retired in 1986 to 

care for her mother and remained 

on her small ranch caring for the 

property and livestock. Her hus-

band, Norris Kissinger (’54 
M.B.A.), died in 1983.

Alexander L. Pickens (’52 
M.A.), Honolulu, Hawaii 
:: He was a Professor Emeritus 

at the University of Hawaii at 

Manoa where he had taught art 

education and served as assistant 

to the dean for college develop-

ment. He continued to raise 

money for scholarships and en-

dowments there until 2001. He 

also was a generous supporter 

of UNT, belonging to the 1890 

Society and the Chilton Society. 

He was married to Frances 
Pickens (’48, ’54 M.A.). 

Lou Brent Kubena  (’55), 
Hallettsville :: She earned her 

degree in English with a minor 

in music from North Texas. She 

taught music at Hallettsville 

Elementary School for 22 years 

and also taught kindergarten 

and special education. She was 

music director, organist, pianist, 

chantor and choir director for 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

of Hallettsville for more than 

40 years.  

 

William ‘Bill’ Keith Mackey  
(’55, ’65 M.S.), Chama, 
N.M. :: He served in the U.S. 

Navy from 1945 to 1953. At 

North Texas, he was student 

government president. He and 

his wife, Carol McCune (’56, 
’65 M.Ed.), taught in Pampa 

for almost 30 years. His teaching 

field was industrial arts and he 

was a woodworker and crafts-

man. They volunteered at Ghost 

Ranch in Abiquiu, N.M., and 

were active members of the 

Friends of the Cumbres and 

Toltec Scenic Railroad.  

Weldon E. ‘Dean’ Renfro 

(’55), Granbury :: At North 

Texas, he was a member of the 

Geezles and a four-year letter-

man in football. He also lettered 

in track and was a finalist in the 

100 and 200 at the 1953 NAIA 

meet. He was a second-round 

draft pick of the Baltimore Colts 

and played in the Canadian 

Football League for the Calgary 

Stampeders. He was a head 

football coach and athletic direc-

tor in Fontana, Calif., before 

joining the coaching staff at 

Texas Christian University. He 

later worked for the Lafarge 

Corp. and Cemex. 

 

Jack Gillean Roach (’57), 
Fort Worth :: He was a 

member of Sigma Nu Fraternity 

and met his wife, Marilyn 
Rutschman (’57), at North 

Texas. He co-founded Skyline 

Industries Inc. and was a board 

member of Goodwill Industries 

for 40 years. He also served on 

the boards of Meals on Wheels  
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and the Fort Worth Air Power 

Council. He was a supporter of 

the President’s Council at UNT. 

 

Bobby Neil Haney (’58), 
Imperial, Calif. :: He taught 

every elementary school grade 

and served for 18 years as prin-

cipal of Ben Hulse Elementary 

School in Imperial. He served 

in the U.S. Army during the 

Korean War. At North Texas, 

he was a member of the Sigma 

Nu Fraternity. His wife, Sue 
Chapman Haney (’59), also 

attended North Texas. 

1960s

James L. Caldwell (’64, ’68 
M.Ed.), Richardson :: He 

was a teacher, coach and admin-

istrator with the Richardson 

ISD and, after retiring, worked 

as a golf marshal at Brookhaven 

Country Club. Survivors in-

clude his wife of 50 years, Sue 
Caldwell (’82 M.Ed.). 

 
1970s
 
Annette E. Guinsburg (’75), 
Dallas :: She was a resident as-

sistant in Crumley Hall and Kerr 

Hall while completing her degree 

in history and German. After 

graduating, she traveled to Ger-

many to care for her grandpar-

ents and returned later to work 

in the human resources field.  

 

Sharon Basden Fran-
kenfield (’77 M.Ed.), Fort 
Worth :: She received her mas-

ter’s degree from UNT in busi-

ness education and her doctorate 

from the University of Memphis. 

She taught for 18 years at the All 

Saints Episcopal School.

1980s

Larry Atwood (’86 Ph.D.), 
West Roxbury, Mass. :: He 

earned his doctorate in com-

puter science at UNT. Most 

recently, he was a professor at 

Boston University and a senior 

geneticist on the Framingham 

Heart Study, which he joined 

in 2001. He was  co-director of 

SNP Health Association Re-

source, a large project to search 

the genome for variants that 

affect traits measured on the 

Framingham participants since 

1948. His primary research 

interest was the genetics of com-

plex diseases, especially obesity. 

1990s

Thomas Wayne Galyean II 
(’95, ’98 M.P.A.), Wise, Va. 
:: He was the director of 

corporate and foundation 

relations at the University of 

Virginia’s College at Wise and 

had previously worked in 

corporate development at the 

University of Texas, Storybrook 

University of New York and 

Arizona University.  

 

2000s

Jermaine K. Laster (’09), 
Lewisville :: He graduated 

with a degree in radio/televi-

sion/film. While at UNT, he 

had his own talk show, The 
Germane Show, and most re-

cently was a board operator and 

associate producer for KLIF and 

WBAP in Dallas.  

2010s

Gowtham Davuluri, Denton 
:: He was last enrolled in fall 

2011 as a graduate student in 

computer science. He was an 

international student from India.  

 

Dannie Ella Gares, Bur-
neyville, Okla. :: She was a 

freshman at UNT and had been 

a high school honor student and 

cheerleader. 

Stephen ‘Ryan’ Schutze, 
Cedar Park :: He was a fresh-

man English major pursuing a 

teaching career and served as 

the chaplain of his Alpha Tau 

Omega pledge class. He was an 

active member of Young Life. 

that went to the Optimist Bowl 

and leading the 1947 team to an 

appearance in the Salad Bowl and a 

10-win season that is still a school 

record. He served as a football 

coach from 1950 to 1971, helping 

break the color barrier by recruiting 

Abner Haynes and Leon King to the 

football program in 1956. He served 

as director of athletics in 1972 and 

from 1982 to 1987, helping turn the 

football program around when he 

hired coach Corky Nelson. He also 

was director of the UNT Coliseum 

from 1973 to 1982. McCain was 

inducted into the UNT Athletics Hall 

of Fame in 1987. Survivors include 

his wife, Mary (’48, ’52 M.S.).

Bobbie L. 
Wilborn, 
Professor 

Emeritus of 

education, 

died Nov. 10 in Denton. She taught 

at North Texas from 1971 to 1994, 

after working as a teacher and 

counselor in public schools and 

earning her doctorate from the 

University of Missouri. She was 

a Meadows Honors Professor 

and chair of the Department of 

Counselor Education and then the 

Department of Counseling, Higher 

Education and Development. She 

was an author and speaker who 

was president of the Texas School 

Counselors Association and a mem-

ber of the National Commission for 

Teacher Education and Professional 

Standards, among many other 

organizations. Memorials may be 

made to the Bobbie Wilborn Schol-

arship at UNT.

 
Memorials 
Send memorials to honor UNT 

alumni and friends, made pay-

able to the UNT Foundation, to the 

University of North Texas, Division 

of Advancement, 1155 Union Circle 

#311250, Denton, Texas 76203-

5017. Indicate on your check the 

name of the fund or area you wish 

to support. Make secure gifts 

online at development.unt.edu/

givenow. For more information, 

email giving@unt.edu or call  

940-565-2900. 
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T H E  LAST Word

TREASURED RECIPES

RECENTLY, I CLEANED OUT 
my kitchen drawer and came across a 
piece of my family’s past — a Fannie 
Farmer cookbook that belonged to my 
Aunt Ester Th omas. 

She and my mother, Ruth Th omas 
Davison, were students together at North 
Texas State Normal College nearly 100 
years ago. 

 I opened the cookbook and saw that 
it was a textbook from North Texas, 
marked inside with Aunt Ester’s name, 
the school year 1917-18 and the address 
of the boarding house on Sycamore 
Street where she and my mother lived as 
home economics students. Th ey later 
went on to be teachers.

Th rough the years, my aunt wrote her 
favorite recipes around the pages, 
including some for bread and butter 
pickles, white fudge and “economy” pie. It 
still has page markers in place. I’ve had 
the book since 1987 when she died. I’ve 
never used it — I just kept it because I 
knew it was a treasure.  

When I started at North Texas in the 
summer of  ’47 as a music education 
major, my mother and daddy took me to 
the bank that my Uncle George Odem, a 
professor at North Texas, recommended 
and deposited $3,000. I used the money 
to pay for my room, board and fees, in- 
cluding my textbooks, and graduated in 
three years. 

We were frugal as students — all of us 
were. Only on Sunday evenings, when the 
dorms were closed, did we walk or ride 
the bus to town to eat dinner, typically 

near the Texas State College for Women. 
But we had great times. I lived in 

Terrill Hall as a freshman and walked 
across the alley to eat in Marquis Hall. 
Later, I moved into Bruce Hall and joined 
Zeta Pi Gamma sorority. I also became a 
member of Sigma Alpha Iota — the 
music honors society of which I am still a 
proud member.

In the fall of  ’48, I met my husband, 
Henry Truett Torgerson (’48, ’49 M.S.) 
— he was nicknamed “Torg.” My mother 
sent me a birthday cake, and his room-
mate at the Hamilton House brought 
him to share it with me in the music 
library where I worked. 

Torg was fi ve years older than I was 
and had just returned from World War 
II. It was the most heavenly time at 
North Texas, with all these men return-
ing and looking for degrees and for a wife. 

Torg studied industrial arts and could 
draw and make anything. After we 
graduated and married, he taught shop 
and mechanical drawing in Marlin while I 
taught music and later language arts. 

He was so gifted. He opened an 
antique business and fi xed things for 

folks. We built a shop in the back yard 
and that’s how we put our kids through 
school. We had a wonderful life.  

My mother lived to be 101 and Aunt 
Ester lived into her 80s. If you look at 
that cookbook, it’s obvious she loved it 
and used it. Finding it reminded me 
how much she and my mother loved 
North Texas. 

To think, I never noticed the book’s 
history all these years. 

 
Ruth Ann Davison Torgerson (’50) is 83 
and lives in Marlin, where she and her 
husband, who died in 2009, raised their 
family and were educators. She recently 
donated her aunt’s book, Th e Boston 
Cooking-School Cook Book by Fannie 
Merritt Farmer, to UNT’s Rare Book 
Room and has established scholarships in 
memory of her husband, mother and aunt. 

Do you and your family have any 
treasures from your time at UNT? 
Share photos and memories at 
northtexan@unt.edu or see page 7 
for other ways to contact us.

Ruth Ann Davison Torgerson is pictured with photos of her aunt, mother and husband and 
the Fannie Farmer cookbook that was a North Texas textbook almost a century ago.

G
ary Payne

by  Ruth Ann Davison Torgerson (’50)



Carlos Ortiz knows that, for a golfer, the 
time committed to practice can be the 
difference between good and great. 
Practice makes Ortiz close to perfect. 
He was the winner of the 2011 Sun Belt 
Conference Championship, named three 
times to the All-Sun Belt team and 
participated on the Mexico team that 
won the 2013 Copa de las Americas 
tournament.

A senior international relations major, Ortiz 
believes his education will help him 
successfully manage his future as a 
professional golfer and an international 
businessman. 

Support Mean Green men’s golf — 2012 
Sun Belt Conference champions.

800-UNT-2366  | 940-565-2527
meangreensports.com

 Practice defines performance



UNT has a starring role in the new Eli Young Band webisode “Life at Best.” 
Band members — Jon Jones (’04), Mike Eli (’04), Chris Thompson (’04) and James 
Young (’02) — were fraternity brothers and roommates at UNT. They returned this fall 
to fi lm fun experiences on campus, like dancing at Apogee Stadium and fi shing 
in the fountains. Above, they stroll by the Hurley Administration Building. 
Watch the webisode at northtexan.unt.edu/life-at-best.
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