
ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL 

ILLINOIS 

LOCATION 
Rock Island Arsenal (RIA) is in the heartland of America – located in the Mississippi 
River between Iowa and Illinois.  We are in the region known as the Quad Cities – with 
Davenport and Bettendorf, Iowa to our north and Rock Island and Moline, Illinois to our 
south.  We are the second largest employer in the area.  We enjoy many of the benefits of 
being an island, from the security of access control to the ability to generate nearly one 
third of our own electrical power needs.  It should be noted, because of the design of our 
access points and infrastructure, we have never closed as a result of flooding.   

SIZE   
 

      Acres:  892 
 
      Square Footage of Buildings:  6,574,705 SF 
 
      Plant Replacement Value:  $1,179,474,945 

HISTORY      

Fort Armstrong was built at Rock Island Arsenal in 1816 as part of a system of forts in 
the Upper Mississippi Valley.  It served as a military headquarters during the Black 
Hawk War in 1832.  An Act of Congress established Rock Island Arsenal in 1862.  
Construction of the first manufacturing stone shop buildings began in the mid 1860s and 
continued until the last of the 10 stone shops was completed in 1893.   RIA has produced 
armaments for every major conflict since the Spanish American War.  After the Vietnam 
War, all manufacturing operations were consolidated under a quarter of a billion dollar 
modernization effort into a single complex.  The vacated stone shops were converted to 
administrative space and now serve as critical operational headquarters in support of joint 
operations. 

MISSIONS    

Rock Island Arsenal is the original manufacturer of the M119 and M198 towed 
howitzers, the sole producer of gun mounts for the M109 self-propelled howitzer and a 
primary producer of field service gages.  It is the only domestic producer of hydro-
pneumatic recoil mechanisms.  RIA is the Army’s only fully integrated metal 
manufacturing factory which includes the only remaining US Army foundry.  RIA has 
multi- functional capabilities including engineering and laboratory facilities; varied 
production elements of machining, tool/gage manufacturing, casting, investment casting, 
forging, gear/spring manufacturing, blasting, welding, laser cutting, sterolithography (3D 
modeling), heat treat surface finishing; and assembling and packaging.  There is also a 
state-of-the-art live-fire simulation complex.  Major contributions supporting the joint 
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warfighter in Operation Iraqi Freedom and the Global War on Terrorism have included 
Gun Electronic Laying Optical Night Sight (GELONS), Machine Gun Pedestal Mounts, 
Field Service Gages, High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV) Armor 
Door Survivability Kits, Forward Repair System, Shop Equipment Contact Maintenance 
Vehicles, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Vehicles, spare and repair parts for the M119 and 
M198 Howitzers, Reset  for the M17A3 Lightweight Decontamination System, Chemical 
Biological Protected Shelters, M119 Towed Howitzers, and Trailers, and civilian 
employee volunteers providing in-theater installation support and door survivability 
kits/vehicle maintenance.  Future focus will include new produc tion on the M119 
Howitzer, prototype creation, production, and production support for the joint lightweight 
towed howitzer, the Dragon Fire Two mortar system, and the M36 gun mount advanced 
technology demonstrator for the Future Combat System.  The garrison side of the Arsenal 
provides quality facilities and excellent base operations support and services to all 
installation tenants in law enforcement, crime prevention, security management, fire, 
safety, information management, facilities engineering, housing, maintenance of 
buildings and roads, and transportation.  The Garrison maintains telecommunications 
facilities and common resources, and community amenities and necessary services for 
morale, welfare, and recreation.  The prototype for the new Army School Age Children’s 
Center was built here in FY 2004.  A high quality living and working is maintained for all 
civilian employees, warfighters, and family members.  RIA is 10 minutes from an 
international airport with 747/C17 capable runways.  It is close to four interstate 
highways and five federal highways.   There is rail, and, of course, water access as well. 

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
Rock Island Arsenal is home to 60 tenants which include the Tank-automotive and 
Armaments Command (Rock Island), the Army Field Support Command, the Joint 
Munitions Command, the Northwest Region Headquarters of the Installation 
Management Agency, the US Army Network Enterprise Technology Command, NW 
Region, the North Central Civilian Personnel Operations Center, an operating location of 
the Defense Finance and Accounting Service, and numerous tenants from other services.  
Our tenants provide a center of mass for joint logistical, sustainment, and manufacturing 
operations on a global and regional basis.    

POPULATION                                                      

 Authorized 
Military 460 
Civilian 5,026 
Contractor 816 
Student 0 
Other 208 
  
TOTAL 6,510 
 


