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CHAPITER t 

tmmmmnm 

A a m glance at a nap of the Western Hemisphere will 

disclose the strategic location of th© island of Cuba* i M 

on# of th® islands of the Wast Indies, Cuba has always been 
* 

important as a '•gateway1* to the rait of th© lew WorM* these 

islands, of which Cuba holds preeminence, wew th# bases f«t 

th© first Spanish settlements in this hemisphere? and since 

that time have lost none of their importance derived from 

their location, resources, and international trade# Cuba* 

located immediately off the southern tip of Florida# has 

always been of singular importance and attraction to the 

United States, due, not only to its proximity to the 0. S.f 
\ 

but alio to the location of the island in the Caribbean, the 

trade between the United States and Cuba, and the resources 

for which the island is famous# 

As early as 1823# John Quincy Adams noted the Cuban 

prize and predictedf 
These islands /"Cuba and Puerto Hiq£7#.• are natural 
appendages to the Horth American continent, and one 
of them, Cuba, almost in sight of our shores, from a 
multitude of considerations has become an object of 
transcendent importance to the commercial and politi-
cal interests of our Union.*.there 4*9 lavs of politic 
oatl as well as of physical gravitation^ and if an 
apple severed by the tempest from its native tree cannot 
choose but fall to the ground* Cuba, forcibly disjoined 
from its own unnatural connection with Spain, and 



incapable of self support, can gravitate only towards 
the xbrth teeriean Ohion, which by the same law ©f 
nature cannot cast her oft from Its bosom* 1 

With these words, President Adams expressed the £••&» 

ings of the various presidents who were to follow Ma, and 

who watched the happenings on the island with close scrifc* 

tiny, fhe attitudes of the presidents who came after Maa$ 

were manifested in the actions of Henry Clay, Bahama* 

Soule, the Ostend conference, and the refusal of the United 

States to subscribe to the compromise with England and France 

to guarantee to Spain the possession of the Island of Cuba, 

The Civil War in the United States brought about a 

difference of opinion between the slavery and antislavery ' 

forces over the Awsriean attitude toward Cuba, but iaaedi* 

ately following the end of the war a revolution whioh broke 

out in Spain had the indirect effect of uniting the two fae-

tions in the United States in their policy toward Cuba# Sit 

war between the States had com© hardly to' a close when fight-

ing flared up in Spain* fhe spirit of revolt ran high, but 

several isolated uprisings led by Generals Serrano and Prim 

were unsuccessful, M tine passed, however, revolutionary 

juntas began to spring up throughout the country, and by 

September 17, 1867, the Insurgents were in control of a large 

part of Spain. Madrid soon fell to General Serrano, whose 

entrance into the city was followed shortly by General Prim# 

1 
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A wild reception greeted the revolutionists, "file city was 

on fir# with revolt* Si® people greeted thea with the warn* 

est fervor| with shouts of welcome ami rejoicing. They were 

hailed as the saviours of the nation, as the embodiment of 

Spain's hope for the' future, and hourly their forces were 

increased by the addition of volunteers froa all walks of 
2 

u; Hfe*w 

Prior to the fall of Madrid, Queen Isabella had w 

moved the royal court froa that city to San Sebastian, in 

the Pyrenees, near the French border* With the fall of 

Madrid she fled to France* Ser escape was of no conse-

quence to the people who were busy celebrating the over-

throw, because she had been extremely unpopular, aju oh* 

jeot of widespread hatred* 

'The revolutionary juntas which had spring up during the 

revolt formed a national junta on October 8, 1867, at 

Madrid, and organized the following ministryt 

Prime Minister............ General Serrano 
Minister of War..*. General Prim 
Minister of State.•* Don Juan Alvarez de 

Lorenzano 
Minister of Grace and Justice.* Don Antonio Romero Orte* 
Minister of the lavy*....» Don Juan Topete 
Minister of Finance,*•. * * • Don iameano Piguerola * 
Minister of the Colonies*. Don Adelardo Lopez de Ayala.^ 

2 
W. F« Johnson, Jftfe BUteCE £& SbMi HX» 1*9 * 
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da the asm© day the provisional government proclaimed a 

declaration of rights which includedi universal suffrage) 

liberty of worship, teaching, assembly, printingj decentrali-

zation of the administration; trial by jury in all criminal 

cases$ individual security^ inviolability of domicile and of 
if 

private correspondencej and abolition of the death penalty* 

.The following day, Mr. Hill, the United States sinister 

at Madrid, notified General Serrano that the United States 

had given ̂ official • recognition to the new order of affairs 

in Spain, being the first in the world to do so* The early 

recognition by the United States greatly enhanced the nsw 

Spanish government in the,eyes of the world, chiefly because 

of the prestige that had recently been gained by the United . 

states In settling the question of French intervention in • 

Mexico. 

By this time the first stage of the revolt la Spain was 

at an end and the reign of Queen Isabella was over# She was • 

an exile in Prance* and a provisional government had been set 

up at Madrid# The revolution'was distinguished by the .two 

chief marks of a successful revolt —complete and moderate* -

It was recognized as an accomplished fact throughout Spain, 

The generals who rsost stoutly opposed it had given in their 

support to it and were proud to rank themselves on the win* 

nlng side* The fueen and her government were so universally 

k 
IMd.. p« 22* 



detested that no province, no town, no section of the people, 

no,portion of the Army or the Htavy was on the side of the 

Queen. 

the adhesion of Cube completed the success of the revo* 

lution« The governor of that Island had acted in a prudent 

manner# He did not notice the first telegramst but carried 

on as usual until the new® of the Queen's flight came in a 

trustworthy shape? then General Lersundi hesitated no lodge* 

and was as ready to drink to the health of the provisional 

government as to that of the late sovereign, 

The parties,that led the revolt in Spain were for the 

moment united on one question# Liberals and Catholics, 

Progressionists and Republicans vert equally determined to 

retain the cherished sovereignty over Cuba, The provisional 

government wis anxious to hold onto the island for a source 

of revenue and wealth. The people of Cuba, however, felt 

differently about the natter* When the new government in 

Spain became firmly established, the Cubans began to ex~ 

pect long awaited reforms which were not forthcoming. With 

the establishment of the new government at home, no change 

was made in the colonial policy# 

The revolution which had flared up in Spain touched off 

the revolt in Cuba, where discontent had long caused a teeth* 

ing spirit of rebellion* A revolt in Cuba at this time would 

certainly not have come as a surprise to any of the outside 

nations. The Spanish policy regarding her colonies had been 
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one of extremely harsh laws and regulations} and on© fey on# 

the colonies of the Western Hemisphere had revolted and de-

clared their independence, until Cuba, the Pearl of the 

Antilles, was the chief gem remaining in the Spanish col-

lection of colonial jewels* 

The Cubans had watched with anxiety the rebellions of 

her sister colonies, one by one, and the revolutionary fever 

mounted with each one's gaining her independence. The Inde-

pendence of these other Latin American countries had been 

won during a specific period (iSl^-lBA), following which 

Cuba was like a keg of explosives with a fuse rapidly burn# 

lag to the powder* The explosion was only a matter of .tin# 

and was to come in an attempt to throw off the "iron and 

blood-stained handrt with which the Spanish government was 

depriving the Cubans of political, civil, and religious 

liberty. The hold of Spain on Cuba had always been that of 

a harsh administration in a disaffected province, The Spanish 

principle had been that of "stick fast"*--to grant nothing in 

privileges, reforms, territory, or human treatment, except 

under pressure. If the Cubans wanted a better government, 

the only method that they knew was revolt. 

The principal grievances of the Cubans were the alleged 

preferences shown by the government to Spanish settlers aaS 

functionaries to the disadvantage of the native Creoles# Local 

government inGiiisu was placed in the hands of Spanish-born of-

ficials who profited largely by residence on th# Island. An 



exclusive policy was pursued by Spain toward her depend* 

encies toy which she extorted. large amounts of annual revenue , 

©specially from the island of Cuba$ yet she treated them less 

as subjects than as dependencies. She taxed these subjects 

for her own immediate wants tad also for the support of the 

Spanish-born officials in these colonies. For instance, the 

annual revenue in the island had reached #26,000,000 by the 

time of the outbreak of the insurrection* This large revenu* 

vaa expended in ways to irritate those who had to pay it. 

The annual salary of the Captain~General was $50,000} the 

various provincial governors, $12,000$ the Bishop of Havana^ 

5 

$18,000} and the Archbishop of Santiago de Cuba, $18,000, 

As sight have been expected, the result wis the growth of 

two parties. One was the native born Cubans, called winsu~ 

lares,* and the other was the party composed primarily of 

those of Spanish birth, and their adherents, known as th« 

"peninsulares," The Spanish creole, belonging to the former 

group, could not better his condition in a place where there 

was no employment for him under the crown. 

The creole began to play a major part in the fight for 

reform. An important factor in the makeup of the creole whieh 

assisted in this reform movement was the locality and circius* 

stance of his education. He was, as often as not, educated 

In Philadelphia, lew York and other similar peacesf and was. 

% * White, flftitasx St Ite Stt a a & into* J>. 1^* 
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therefore imbibed with the ideal of American liberty• He 

learned of the history of the fight for independence by the 

American colonists in situations which were similar to those 

faced bjr his people at home* Why had Cuba not won independence 

as had Mexico, Chile, and Peru? He returned to Cuba with his 

new education and became even more aware of the situation 

there* Often he would correspond with friends he had met 

while at school, and those friends never ceased reminding M a 

of the rights of man and the harsh rule under which the CSubaa® 

were striving* 

The revolt in Cuba came a year and a day after the reeog* 

nltlon of the provisional government in Spain by the- United 

States, On October 10, 1868, at the Yara Plantation, Inde-

pendence was proclaimed under the leadership of Carlos Manuel 

de Ceapedea, a wealthy Creole lawyer and land owner. The 

declaration of independence, issued at Manzanlllo oh April 10$ 

1869, stated in part: 

In arming ourselves against the tyrannical govern-
ment of Spain, m oust, according to precedent in all 
civilized countries, proclaim before the world the 
cause that impels m to take this step, which though 
liable to entail considerable disturbances upon the 
present, will insure the happiness of. the future * 6 

The authors of this document must have had a keen foresight 

into the consequences, although expressing them mildly9 in 

stating that the step taken toward independence was "liable 

6 
W, F# Johns.cn, m , S l l g fi£ JBHttb XXX, 155* 



to entail considerable disturbances upon the present,w be-

cause the strife that followed was to be particularly bloody 

and inhuman, lasting for ten long years. 

The declaration then went on to list the grievances of 

the Cubans against the oppressive Spanish rule ast 

1. Deprivation of political, civil, and religion# 
liberty, 

2« Illegal prosecution*, exiles, and executions by 
military ©oasissioas in times of peace* 

3# the people were not allowed to attend public 
meetings and were forbidden to speak or write on the 
affairs of state. 

k. Oppressive and ill-fitted officials from Spain* 
5# Exclusion from public stations and want of 

opportunity to skill theaselves In the art of govern-
stent, 

6, Restrictions against public instruction* a 
fact which kept the people of Cuba ignorant of their 
rights and the means by which these rights might be 
obtained# 

7* Standing Ifavy and Army, supported by the 
people, yet forcing the® to 'bend their knees and sub-
mit their necks to the iron yoke that disgraces them,' 

8, Grinding taxation# 
9. Cuba was not afforded to prosper as she ought 

to because white iBualgration that suited her best was 
artfully kept from her shores by the Spanish govern -

seat# 7 

fh® declaration ended la an elaborate note designed m an 

Appeal to other nations to the cause for which the Cubans 

declared their independence! 
To the Clod of our conscience, and to all civ-

ilised nations, we submit the sincerity of our purpose. 
Vengeance does not mislead us-» nor is ambition our 
guide* We only want to be free and to see all sien with 
us equally free, as the Creator intended all muak&aA to 
be, 'Our earnest belief is that all mm are. brethren, 

7 

UISIm PP. 156-157. 
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Hence our love of toleration, order, and justice and 
every respect* We desire the gradual abolition of 
alavery, with Indemnification} we admire universal 
suffrage, at it insures the sovereignty of the peoples 
we demand a religious regard for the inalienable rights 
of men as the basis of freedom and nation greatness# I 

It was in the above conelusioa to the Declaration ©f Independ-

ence that the mention was sad© of one of the worst evils ©f 

the island—slavery. However, there was no definite demand 

for abolition of slaveryj instead the Xfeolaratlon merely ex-

pressed the Cuban desire for "gradual abolition#" The prob-

lem of slavery, and the best aethod for abolition, was to be-

come one of the principal questions of the insurrection. 

The following April 10th, a convention was called at 

Guaissaro to draw up a constitution for Free Cuba, The 

leaders of this first representative body of the Cuban people 

were the following$ Miguel Outierres, Eduardo Mach&do, An-

tonio torda, Tranquilino Valdez, and Arcadio Garcia, reprt* 

seating Villa Clara? Honorato Castillo, representing Jugari} 

Antonio Aleada and Jesus Rodriguez, representing Holguin; and 

Salvador Cisneros, Francisco Sanchez, Ignacio Agvmonte £oyim«f 

Miguel Betancourt Guerra, and Antonio Zasbrana, representing; 
9 

Camafuey# Several of these leaders were to play leading role# 

in the ensuing fight for Independence* 

The convention drew up and adopted the first Constitution 

©£ Pre# Cuba. The constitution was a temporary wartime measure 

consisting of twenty-nine articles, of which a few of the most 

8Ibld» 9Ibid.t p. 161, 
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important are listed belowI 

I» The legislative power shall be vested In a 
House of Repre senta tives * 

11% To this body shall be delegated an equal 
sentation fro® each of the four states into watch the 
Island of Cuba shall be divided * (Oriente, Casiaguey, Las 
Villas, and Oocliente). 

VII* The House of Representatives ahall elect a 
President of the Republicf a General-in-Chief of its •' ' 
Armies, a President of the Congress and other executive 

• officers# The General-in-Chief shall be subordinated to 
the Executive, and shall render M a an account of the 

• performance of M s duties* : 

IV* the House of Representatives ahall reaain la 
permanent session from the time of the ratification of 
this fuadaaaatal' lmr by the people until the tandaa* ' ; 

tion of the war with Spain# 

XVI* Th© £x*cutlva Power shall be vested in the 
f resident of the Be public# 

XVII. Ho one shall be eligible to the Presidency^ •••• 
who is not a native of the Republic, jwad over 30 years 
of. ag## 

XVM'« A H the inhabitants of the Republic of Cuba' 
are absolutely free. 

XXV. All the citizens are consider© d as soldiers of • 
the Liberating Arsny* 

XXVIII. The House of Representatives shall not abridge , 
the Freedom of Beligioit, nor of the press f nor of the 
Public Meetings, nor of Education. nor of petition^ nor 
any inalienable Bight of the People. 

XMXX* The Constitution can be amended only by the i n 
unanimous concurrence of the House of Representatives *xu 

the Constitution a representative had to be at least twenty** 

one years of age and a citizen of the Republic. Voters were 

10 
Ibid., pp. 16^167. 
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required to possess the same qualifications as to age and 

citizenship as the members of the louse of Representatives« 

the constitutional convention wasted no tine in putting 

the seventh article Into effect and appointed Carlos Manuel 

de Cespedes as President of the Republic of Cuba, and Manuel 

Quesada as CoiMiander-in-CMef of the Army, 

She revolt began with the Cubans at a sore disadvantage 

lit troops, equipment, organisation and funds* At the time 

of the Declaration at Xara, the Cuban force consisted of 

one hundred forty-seven aen# The next day the number had la* 

creased to four thousands by loveaber, nine thousand and seven 

hundred) and by December, twelve thousand#^^Th© Cuban forces 

swelled as time passed until, by the aiddie of 1870, there 

were around ten thousand well armed men, with an additional 

sixty thousand enrolled and drilled, but without ams* On 

the other hand, the Spanish forces in iCuba gave to the situa-

tion an effect of David and Goliath when compared to their 

opponents* In October, 1868, there were nineteen thousand 

Spanish troops in the island* On November 30th, General Prisa 

stated to the Spanish Cortes that he had sent thirty-five 

thousand men to Cuba to reinforce those already there* Of 

these, 20,966 were troops of the regular &r»y, 2,60© were 

marines, 1, 371 were recruits for the then existing regiments, 

11 
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and 9>563 were volunteers. Despite the staggering differ* 

ence in numbers of well armed and trained »#n, the early en~ 

gageraents ended in the favor of the insurgents and contributed 

greatly to th® spirit and moral# of the Cubans* These early 

victories also helped to bolster th® numbers who .daily joined 

the rebellion on the side of the Republic of Cuba# At the end 

of the year, 1868, the Spanish troops were thoroughly organ-

ized and abundantly equipped, numbering about 110,000 men, 

compared to the insurrectionists * 26,000 ill-equipped, un-

organized troops* The Spanish troops were also aided by a 

force of about 30,000 Spanish residents in Ouba who aade up 

the dreaded "Volunteers.*1^ 

The Volunteers were made up of the members of the Spanish 

party in Cuba, the peninsulares• The majority were wealthy 

planters, office-holders, and slave owners* They were a well 

organized group with a central authority located at Havana, 

in the "Casino Sspagnol," a type of club composed of the 

Spanish-born people of Cuba. From this club and similar ones 

on a modest scale arose the body known as the Volunteer®! a 

military organization to whose battalions all white men la 

the island were eligible* However, the group was subs tan* 

tially confined to conservatives, loyalists, and Spanish 

sympathisers. The Volunteers did little of the actual fight* 

ing—they left most of this to the Spanish troops—but they 

12 13 
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m m able to relieve the regular troops In garrisoning of 'fort# 

and cities, allowing them to go into the field# As time pag$#& 

during the ten-year period of the war, these Volunteers ex-

ercised a great deal of influence over each successive captain* 

general of Cuba, and thus were a source of extreme cruelty 

and harshness toward those of Cuba who fought against tti# 

Volunteers and Spain* This organization was also one of the 

chief reasons why slavery was held so long in the island, 

and the Volunteers' continuance of this prominent social ill 

resulted in the prolonging of the war for a ouch longer 

period than it would haw lasted otherwise. 

The character of the fighting was spotty And apor«dlef 

for the Spanish never knew what to expect froa the insurgent*, 

The insurgents fought chiefly along lines of guerrilla war-

fare, striking swiftly,without warning, in one place and then 

another, only to disperse quickly into the hill country ahead 

of the pursuing Spaniards. The Cubans would have been insane 

to try to occupy any of the area along the seacoast, The 

Spaniards, with their superbr naval force, could stand off 

and bombard any city the Cubans might have been able to forti-

fy without suffering any tar* In the type of combat which 

characterized the revolt tte rebels excelled, and the lack of 

organization within their amy was actually an advantage under 

these conditions* She Spaniards were never able to meet the 

insurrectionists in one big army in order to inflict decisive 

defeats, and could never cqptare more than on# of the important 
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leaders of the revolt at any one tin® due to their being spread 

out over tli© entire island, fighting in several different bastfS* 

In the western portion'of the island Ignatio. Agramonte lei 

the skilled Camagueyans, Villamil led skirmish hands t and 

cente Garcia led mountain rangers, re-inforced by a band of 
l l i f 

deserters, Each of these bands numbered between three and 

four hundred half-naked fighters who were sometimes abundantly 

supplied with arms and ammunition* In the eastern area Ces* 

pedes, Modesto Diaz, Maximo Gomes, and others, led as w»y m 

h,000 followers apiece» They occupied the vastness of' the 
$ 

Guantanamo chain, Jiguani, and the hills of Santiago de Cuba, 

T&ese leaders established a system of rotation where oav 

force Quit an area only to be replaced immediately by another 

force which, in turn, was replaced, and so on—none of the 

forces remaining in the same location for any great length of 

time, This system of fighting had the effect of greatly an-

noying and fatiguing the Spaniards, making them much more 

susceptible to the diseases of the island which decreased 

their numbers as much as actual combat• The Cubans constantly 

harassed the Spaniards with their sudden raids, plundering 

supplies, and ghostlike disappearances. The futile efforts 

of the Spanish troops to put down the insurrectionists cost 

them a Constant turnover in captains-general and men. One 

observer estimated the Spanish loss to be around 8Of0OG by 
Re^t^onja of. M m SiASM SSSSttf h 

1^lbid> 



16 

the Edddle of 1872, at a cost between sixty and seventy 

million dollars, three fourths off which it owed# 

To combat the efforts of tha insurgents, General Val~ 

aaseda Issued a proclamation which was looked upon by all 

as an extremely harsh measure—too extreme for the purpose# 

The proclamation, issued on April *f, 1869, is reproduced here 

in full. 

Inhabitants of the Countryt : 

The forces which I expected have arrived• With 
them I will afford protection to the good and sua* 
marily punish all those who still rebel against the 
government of the aetropolls# 

Know y© that I have pardoned those who have 
fought against us, armed $ know ye that your wives, 
Bothers and sisters have in me found the protection 
they adraired and which you rejected $ know, also, 
that way of the pardoned have turned against rae. 
After all these excesses, after so ouch ingratitude 
and so such villainy, it is impossible for m to be 
the man I was heretofore. Deceptive neutrality is 
no longer possible# 'Ho that is not with m la 
against me,1 and in order that my soldiers may know 
how to distinguish you, hearken to the orders' given 
thon* 

Every s&n from the age of 15 upward, found 
beyond his fara, will be shot, unless a justifica-
tion for his absence be proven# 

Every hut that is found uninhabited will be 
burned by the troop*. 

Every hamlet where a white cloth in the shape 
of a flag is not hoisted in token that its inhabit 
tants desire peace, will be reduced to ashes# 

The women who are not found in their mspoo* 
tive dwellings, or in those of their relatives, will 

16 
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return to the towns of Jigua.nl or Bayamo. where th»y 
•will to duly provided for. Those who fail to do so 
will be taken by compulsion* fhese orders M i l be 
In force on and after the lb%h instant* 17 

The first engagements with the Spanish wer* successes 

for the rebels and occurred in three places on the same day, 

October 13, 1868, at Yara, Balri, and Jiguani, in the eastern 
1 8 • , 

area. On October 15, the rebels captured the city of Bayamo 
19 

after a three^day siege, This was made the temporary seat 

of the Cuban government5 but it later fell back Into,the Mnds 

of the Spanish under the command of General Talmaseda $£%%v ' 

f|Jih[g burned by the rebels before they took flight from trial 

plac#* : 

History Is replete with examples of fighting involving _ 

Latin Americans* These battles have always' been noted for 

their bloody and Inhumane characteristics, The ;wf®a, "fears1 

War" in Cuba was no exception* From the w y first, the 

United' States showed her disfavor concerning the methods of 

warfare employed not only by the Spanish, but also by the 

Cubans* President Grant voiced the opinions of the United 

States by staling* 

On either side the contest has been conducted, 
and is still carried on, with a lamentable disre-
gard of human life, and of the rules and practices 
which modem civilisation has prescribed In miti-
gation of the necessary horrors of war. The torch 
17 
Johnson, ££• cit. y j>» 171» 

18 
v* f« Johnson, a m m m a si mm* in, m . 

19 
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of Spaniard and Cuban is alike busy la carrying 
devastation over fertile regional murderous and 
revangeful decree# are issued and •x&eutad by both 
parties# Count Falmaseda and Colonel iioet, on the 
part of Spain, have each startled humanity and 
aroused the indignation of the civilised world 
by the execution, each, of a score of prisoners 
at a time* while General Quesada, the Cuban chief , 
coolly and with apparent unconsciousness of aught 
else than a proper act, has admitted the slaughter 
by his mm deliberate order, in one day, of upward 
©f six: hundred and fifty prisoners of war* SO 

Each side ©omitted the same atrocities and outraged 

alike the established rules of war. The incidents mentioned 

by President Grant were but a tm of many similar ones. la an 

effort to influence the conditions in Cuba, he offered to 

Spain the good offices of the United State#* This offer in-

eludedt (1) the independence of Cuba to be acknowledged by 

Spain, (2) Cuba to pay Spain a sua, within a time and in a 

manner to be agreed upon by thaa, (3) the abolition of slavery 

in the Island, Of) an armistice pending negotiations. Spain 

refused the good offices, saying she would not even consider 

an armistice with the insurgents while they were in arms 

against the government, and that a full and complete amnesty 

would be granted'as soon as the insurgents laid down their 

arms. That being done, the whole question would be open for 

consideration. This condition, however, was Impossible be-

cause the Insurgents, tired of many similar promts©s, would 

not quit fighting# 

20 
Senate Executive Documents, Vlst Cong., 2nd Sess., 
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With the flaring up of actual hostilities, .'the Cubanst 

under Cespedes* administration, appealed to President Grant 

for recognition as belligerents. The appeal, which was 

signed by Cespedes, held that the United States should &C- • , 

cord the island of Cuba recognition of their independence! 

Because from the hearts of nlneteen-twentleths 
of the inhabitants of the Island to offer up prayers 
for the success of the armies of the republic* and 
from the sole and only want of arms and aaaBunitlon 
these patient people are kept under the tyrannical 
yoke of Spain. 

Because the Spanish authorities have almost in-
variably brutally murdered the soldiers of the 
armies of the republic who have surrendered to them, 
and have recently issued an official order requiring 
their wtlitary forces hereafter instantly to kill 
and murder any prisoner of the republic who sur-
renders * 

Because the United States is the nearest civil-
ized nation to €ub«t, whose political institutions 
strike a responsive chord in the hearts of all Cubans# 
The commercial and financial interests of the two 
peoples being largely identical and reciprocal in 
their nature, Cuba earnestly appeals for the un-
questionable right of recognition* 

Because the arms and authority of the Republic of 
Cuba now extend over two thirds of the entire 
geographical area of the island, embracing a very 
great majority of the population ija every part of 
the island* 21 

The appeal continued In pointing out that the Cuban repub-

lic was in the process of construction of a navy which would 

excel that of the Spaniards in the.Cuban waters, and it also 

pointed to the fact that the revolt was not one of a few 

21 
Ibid. 
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discontents, tat was the desire of a Majority of the peop3.fi 

from all walks of life* As a final word, the appeal gave the 

fact that ©aba was following the footsteps of Spain in her 

"endeavoring to banish tyrannical rulers,—the people of Cuba 

having a tenfold more absolute right than Spain had, because 

Cuba's rulers are sent without her voice or consent by & 
22 

foreign country*.*.* 

la answer to the appeal* President Grant, in his annual 

message delivered to Congress on December 6f lS69t stated! 
As the Baited States is the freest of all »*• 

tlons, a© too, Its people sympathise with all people 
struggling for liberty or self-government} but while 
so sympathizing it is due to our honor that we should 
abstain froa enforcing our views upon unwilling n*~ 
tions or between governments and their subjects* Over 
course should always be in conformity with strict 
justice and lawf international and local* • » • For 
more than a year a valuable province of Spain, and a 
near neighbor of ours, in whom all our people can not 
but feel a deep interest, has been struggling for la* 
dependence and freedom.••.The people and (Jovernaent of 
the United States entertain the same warm feelings and 
sympathies for the people of Cuba in their pending 
struggle...«But the contest has at no time assumed the 
conditions which amount to a war in the sense of Iji* 
teraational law. or which would show the existence of 
a de facto political organization of the Insurgents 
sufficient to justify a recognition of belligerency, 23 

There is no doubt that this refusal by the President of the 

tftiited States to recognise the insurgent Cuban government 

dealt it a severe blow, but the disappointment did not 

22 
Ibid. 

2%aae8 D* Richardson, Messages and Papers g£ the 
i i & a l S m M t v i i , 31* 
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manifest Itself materially because the Cuban# continued the 

fight with mew vigor gained from tins fact that there was a' 

great deal of sympathy for their cause spread throughout the 

United States# The sympathy with which the Cubans were held 

by the people of the United States was apparent from the out-

set of the revolution* lass Bailies were staged and Cuban 

sympathy meetings were held, and. these feelings were, tmm 

time to time, even expressed in the Congress* of the United 

States* In 1369, a resolution was introduced into both the 

Senate and the House of Hepresentatives declaring sympathy 

witfc the people of the island of Cuba *in their patriotic 

efforts' to secure their independence sad to establish a 

republican form of government«».* and that Congress would 

give its constitutional support to the President of the 

United States"*«•whenever he may deem it expedient to recog* 

nize the independence and sovereignty of such republican 
2*f 

government«M • Petitions from'all sections of the United 

States were circulated by various groups and sent to 'Cos** 

gressmen to be read before the Houses* One such, read by 

Mr# Ward before the House of Eepr#s@atatlv®sf petitioned the 

House to accord to Cuba the rights of a belligerent power and 

recognised that island's independence froa the M.»» yoke which 

for more than a year they have maintained unaided by the 
25 

triumph of their arms »* It was signed by 72»38*f people of 

B s M i Vol* te, to 1, P* 276. 

Xbid»t p. 100. 
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the state of Sew fork. Many of the speeches In Congress is&de 

during the revolt la behalf of Cuba , however, were mad© by 

the Congressmen without being influenced by any definite ' • 

group# One of the most dramatic of th#se was mad® by -Honorable 

Clinton L» Cobb) of Worth Carolina, on February 5$ 1870* He 

disclosed an aaajcing foresight In stating# 

Cuba will toe frae* It is already traced upon the • 
history of the future* the great God of nations 
will not permit a brave and heroic people, strug* . 
gling for the freedom which Is the inherent right 
of every man whoa He has created, to be crushed ' • -
beneath the heel of tyranny. 26 

But mm than having their sympathies toward the Cubans 

put down on paper and expressed in speeches, the' people of 

the United Status fe##an to reveal their feelings 'in aiding 

the insurrectionists in a series of filibustering Movements 

which wore attempts to get arias and supplies to the i#land«w 

and which| on mm than one occasion, threatened to prealpi* 

t&te war between Spain and the United States, 

2$ • 
U&i-, I"*rt 7, p, 90. 



CHAPTER II 

INJURIES fO THE tJIHTED STATES 

Citizens of the United States began to show their sym-

pathies to the Cubans by sending filibustering units to the 

island, carrying arms and men to aid In the insurrection. The 

situation became so bad that the Spanish governor-general, 

Domingo Bulee, issued a series of proclamations in an attaopt 

to halt these actions# One of the proclamations, dated 

March 2b, 1669, stated# 

Vessels which may be captured in Spanish waters or 
on th© high seas near to the island having on board men, 
arms, munitions, or effects that can in any manner oon-
tribute, promote, or foment the insurrection in this 
province, whatsoever their derivation and destination, 
after examination of their papers and register, shall 
be <te facto considered as enemies of the integrity of 
our territory, and treated as pirates, in accordance 
with the ordinances of the navy# 

All persons captured in such vessels, without re-
gard to their number, will be immediately executed. 1 

Secretary Pish at once complained, in the name of the presi» 
2 

dent, that the decree was in violation of the Treaty of 1795* 

%eiu Ex* Doc., 106, ^ 1st Cong*, 2nd. Seas., p. 230. 

2 
Samuel F. Bemis. Fincknay's 3fcsafcy» Appendix No. V, 

p. 399* Article ¥11 st&tesi "'•tod it is agreed that the Sub* 
Sects or Citizens of each of the Contracting Parties, their 
fessels, or effect® shall not be liable to any embargo or 
detention on the part of tbe other for any military expedi-
tion or private purpose whatever} and in all cases of seizure, 
detention or arrest for debts contracted or offences com-
mitted by any Citizen or Subject of the one Party within the 
Jurisdiction of th® other, the same shall be made and pros* 
ecuted by order and authority of lav only..,* 

23 
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As if the above proclamation were not enough, Dulce 

issued another en April 1, which prohibited the transfer of 

property, except toy the direct consent of the government, 

and this prohibition included the sale of produce of all 

sorts, stocks, shares in mercantile projects, and real m » 

tate, together with many Minor provisions* The natural 

result of both decrees was a storm of protest in the United 

States9 where many investors in Cuban property were residing* 

The United States State Department began correspondence with 

Spain in an attempt to have the Tftilted States citizens ex-

empted from the decrees in accordance with the Treaty of 

1795• Before this could be carried out, Dulce issued two 

more decrees of the same tone, one on *prll 17, and the other 

three days later. The former decree created an administra-

tive council for the custody and management of embargoed 

property and gave to the council full powers in the prem-
k 

ises. The decree of April 20, 1869, was the most Important 

of those promulgated by Captain-General Dulce• It consisted 

of thirty-one articles, many of which were aimed directly at 

American property-holders, and which practically amounted to 

confiscation. The most important of these articles declared 

that t 
1# All individuals against whom it may be proved 

that they have taken part in the insurrection, within 
3W. F. Johnson, History al Q0&, III, 210. 

If 
Sen* Ex. Doc,, 106, Vlst. Cong#, 2nd. Sess«, p* 221* 
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or without the island, whether with arms In the hand 
or by aiding it with arms, munitions, money, and ar-
ticles for subsistence, arc declared comprehended••« 
relating to the embargo of property. 

II. There are excepted from the preceding dis-
position the individuals who have opportunely availed 
themselves of the amnesty and pardon decreed, and who 
by their subsequent conduct have proved their adhesion 
to the government, 

III. The individual# apprehended with property 
taken up to the time of the decree are hereby deprived 
of all the civil and political rights which by our 
laws they have enjoyed5 this resolution taking effect 
from (retrotrayendose) the 10th of October, whea the 
insurrection commenced at Yara, or from the *ate on 
which it may be ascertained they took part in the 
preparations for the insurrection,? 

this &mm circular provided separate proceedings against 

each individual, and that only when proof was shown of the 

"culpability of the delinquent* should the embargo on his 

property be declared. It also prescribed the formalities 

of the embargo. Article I, above, gave the Spanish official* 

the right to embargo property of any of those thought to be 

taking a part in the insurrection, by either direct or indirect 

means. Many of the embargoes and subsequent arrests of owner* 

were carried out on suspicions alone. It can be seen by ar-

ticle III that the decree was road© to have a retroactive effect# 

dating back even before the revolt began* 

It was only natural that many of the embargoes involved 

owners claiming to be citizens of the United States. Ufcder 

Ibid.f p« 227. 
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the provision of Article I, the Spanish officials could claia 

that those residing in the United States vera taking an ac-

tive part in the .insurrection by sending all sort# of aid to 

the insurgents and by belonging to one of the several Juntas 

within the United States. In order to clear themselves in 

this respect, each • citizen; would have to appear before tkm 

embargo council prove to the sat i if action Of the m m b & m 

that he had never taken a part in the rebellion. Many of 

these individuals were fearful of- such a mission and pro* 

tested to the United States government. Saturally, the 3tata 

Department made a strong protest against such succinct action 

declaring the various decrees to be in direct violation of 

the provisions of the Treaty of 1795* £he trouble lay in the 

loos© control the Spanish home government had over the Cap* 

tain-General in the island. It is highly probable that the 

government in Madrid endorsed the action of the Captain-* 

General in this respect, especially in the case of actual 

American citizens* The embargoes would serve as an important 

means of financing the efforts to put down the Cuban patriots. 

With the provisions of the decrees mentioned above in 

mind, the Spanish officials in Cuba began a series of con-

fiscations of property, arrests, and seizures of businesses, 

which often as not involved American citi?ens and consequently 

the United States government. Most of the arrests and em-

bargoes occurred during the first year of the revolution 

but were a long time In being settled. The seriousness of 
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the situation was expressed by President, who statedt 

fhe properties of many of our citizens have been 
destroyed or embargoed, the lives of several have been 
sacrificed, and the liberty of others has been rt£ 
strained, In every case that has come to the knowledge 
of the government, an early and earnest derand for 
reparation and indemnity has been Made. and most emphatic 
' remonstrance has been presented against the manner in. , 
which the strife is conducted# and against the reckless 
disregard of hmoan life, the wanton destruction of ma-
terial wealth, and the cruel disregard of the estab~ • 
lished rules of Civilized warfe re.1 6 

Various lists of persons said to be citizens of the 

United States were sent to the United States Senate as part 

of a series of papers concerning the conditions of affairs 

in Cuba# These lists includedi (1) persons executed, (2) 

persons unlawfully imprisoned and held wincomunicado,rt (3) 

persons unlawfully Imprisoned but not held HincosiunicadO| * 

and (*f) persons whose properties were confiscated or embark 

goed during the hostilities in Cuba* 

Below is the list of names of persons said to be citi-

zens of the United States and to have been executed without 

proper trial during the hostilities in Cuba.# 

Charles 8pe*kmn 
Albert wyeth 
George Bedel 
Samuel Alexander Cohner 

• Vicente Dauni (or Dawney) 
Juan Francisco Protuondo 
Charles J* Polhaums 
Ernest MaCarty.' 

• ™ ™ r » r.nnn,™, ,u,.-.vu«Mu u 

Sen*. Ex. Doc, Wo* 99> blst Cong., 2nd Sess., p. 2# 

7 
Sen, Ex, Doc., No# 108, if 1st Cong,, 2nd., p. 13. 
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The eases of these executions were cause for immediate con-

cern In the United States tad serve to siwm the condition* 

in Cuba during the hostilities, and the apparent disregard 

for hitman life at the time* The cases of Speakaan and Wyeth 

alone were inhuman enough to causa a near break in relations 

feetween the United States and Spain* 

On April 31, 1869, the schooner Grape Shot sailed froa 

Rew Xork harbor bound* as stated in the ship's register, to 

Falmouth, Jamaica, but dropped anchor at the lower bay* Bar* 

ing the night a steam tug owe alongside and put fifty armed 

Cubans on board the schooner, sp@akraa.ri, a sailor on board 

the Grape Shot, protested to the captain but was assured 

that the schooner would not touch on the coast of Cuba, but 

would land the men at Jamaica, tfhen off the eastern end of 

Cuba, at Cape Mayzi, the Cubans took possession of the 

vessel, changed her course, and landed the men and her 

cargo at Bailiquiri, near Guantanamo. Speaias&n was com# 

pelled to assist in the landing, and when the Captain pr#» 

pared to leave, he refuged to talc® the sailor on board, 

forcing hia to remain on the beach* Spanish troops had 

arrived by that tin© and intercepted th© Cuban forces * Buy-

ing the ensuing battle, Speakoan located a fallen rifle and 

took it up* However, he gave himself up to two of the 

Spanish without having fired a single shot# The Cubans who 

had not been (aptured along with Speakman had fled into the 

interior# He was arrested and taken to prison at Santiago 

mailto:sp@akraa.ri
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de Cuba, where the sentence of death was pronounced upon 

Ma* The acting United States Consul, Mr# Phillips, got a 

declaration from Speakoan in which the latter asserted his 

Innocence of the fact that the ship was carrying arms and 

men for the Cuban insurrection, Mr* Phillips then called on 

the governor of Santiago de Cuba to plead for a stay of exe* 

cution, hoping the delay would furnish opportunity to dis-

cover sufficient evidence to prove the sailor** Innocence, 

but to no avail# The respite was not granted because* m • 

the governor stated, an&rcfy prevailed and he was impotent* 

the sailor was executed, leaving a litter for M s wife and 

child, proclaiming his innocence and instructing her to sue 

the owners of the vessel for damages, and also expressing, 

his belief that the owners of the ship had contracted for • 

the delivery of the men and arsis* The United States De-

partment of State began demands upon the governjaent at 

Madrid to make reparation to the heirs of the executed man* 

The Spaniards, however, feeling that they were in the right, 

presented evidence that the deceased had actually signed 

to take part in the expedition to Cuba* 

Meanwhile, on the 21st of June, 18#, another American 

citizen was executed.. He was Albert wyeth, of Pennsylvania* 

Before his execution, Wyeth testified to Mr, Phillips, as 

had Speakman* He had sailed in the schooner, Grape Shot, 

bound for Falmouth, Unlike Speakman, he was aboard as a 

passengen. His transportation to Cuba had been paid for by 
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a certain Mr. Antonio A* Jimenez, who was later proven to be 

the originator of the expedition. • The schooner touched at 

Turk's Island and left there declaring it was bound for Cuba* 

Wy©th protested against taking part In the expedition* but; 

was threatened with death in irâ  attempt at desn&tlon# He ; 

was forced to land on the island of Cuba and was compelled 

to take arms on landing. As toon as he was able to do so, he 

threw away his arms and surrendered hiwielf to the Spanish 

authorities in San Antonio, In his testimony he certified 

that Charles Spe&kman was a tailor on board the Grape Shot 

and that he was forced to lea?© the schooner at Cuba* After 

Wyeth had turned himself over to the Spanish authorities# he 

was shot without trial in Santiago de Cuba, along with five 

others# He belonged to a wealthy and influential family at 

hose and his execution received a great deal of attention* 

Upon receipt of the information concerning the above citi«* 

2*®s©f Secretary Fish.. notified General Sickles to protest 

the inhumanities existing in Cuba and especially the wrongs • 
8 

against the two Americans, Speakman and Wyeth. The captain 

of the Grape Shot testified that both men were aware of tfce 

true intent of the voyage, that they had sworn falselyt and 

that the schooner had been employed by the Cuban junta. In 

view of these facts, the Spanish government felt that both 

8 
Sen. Ex. Doc«, No. 108, Vlst. Cong., 2nd Sess,, 

pp. 157-166. 
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were proven to have known the tins® object of the expedition 

and could have abandoned it at any time, ©specially at 

Turk** Island in the presence of the United States Consul.' 

It was also pointed o-ut by the government at Madrid that the 

Junta which furnished the means of carrying out the expedl* 

tion was in Hew York, under the Jurisdiction of the United 

States and within Judicial proceedings of that governmentt 
9 

and there lay the blame* 

Speakman and Wyeth mm not the only casualties' of that 

sort during the hostilities* The others mentioned are of 

less importance in this instance, but the manner in which 

they were slain serves to show the conditions under which 

the United States citizens were forced to live if they chose 

to remain in the Island, 

George Bodel was shot at Ifajava, in May, 1$?0# 

Samuel Alexander Cohner was shot and killed during an 

attack ©ad® on the Louvre, a public cafe in Havana,by the 

Volunteers, on January 21*, 1869. A photographer from New 

York, and a citizen of the United States, Cohner was killed 

on a side street some six hundred yards Smm the ma,in attack* 

General Sickle3 was notified to demand reparation if any in-

vestigation proved that Cohner had been killed deliberately 
10 

and without Justifiable cause# 

9 10 
«> p. 181. Ibid,f p» 182. 
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Vicente Bauni was shot In a coffee house brawl in 

Havana on February 2, 1870* -

Juan Francisco Protuondo, a naturalized citisen, was 

arrested along with, some prominent Cubanst on February 10* • 

He was bound and conducted some twelve miles inland under 

pretence of being taken for trial before Qesitr&l'Carlos 

Boet# The vice consul, Mr# Hall, requested that Protuondo 

be tried in his presence, but this was refused# Mr# Hall 

learned from an eye*»vltness that the prisoners had no form 

of trial, but that a portion of them had hem assured that ' 

they would be tried at Santiago, and while being conducted ; 

back were shot from behind by the guard and left where thay 

fell, Protuondo being among them* 

Charlas' J* Folhamus, a native of Nuevitas, but a long-

time resident of lew £ork, and a naturalised citizen of the 

United States, arrived at Husvitas about the nlddle of May, 

1869, He went into the country to visit an uncle# On June 

13* he was arrested and ¥as shot the next day# Ho oppor-

tunity was allowed for the United States1 consular agent to 

appeal to the governor in Polhaanis * s behalf—the agent had 

no knowledge of the affair until the execution had been car-

ried out# 

Erne3t Macarty, whose father was a native of New Orleans* 

was one of the principal leaders of a party of Insurgents 

under the leadership of an officer named Curo. His party 
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was surprised toy the Spanish troops under Antonio Canalejo 

d© Mena, operating against the insurgents on the river 

Braao de Cauto. Macarty was shot and killed on a M i l 

called Gato, In July, 1869* 

As aoon as each of the incidents came to the attention 

of the United States Department of State, immediate protest 

tations were sent to the Spanish government, along with de-

mands for reparations 5 but the Spanish government was 

hesitant and wanted to delay action toward settlement as 

long as possible, or until each of the incidents had been 

thoroughly investigated (an investigation was practically 

impossible)# 

The list of persons unlawfully Imprisoned and held 

*incomunieadoH during the hostilities in Cuba is as fol-

lows 1 

Jose Vicente Brito 
Theodore Cablas 
Emilio F.Cabada 
Lucas 4* de Castro 
Joseph Duany 
Gabriel Suiiii del Villar 
James M. Edward3 
Charles J©mot 
Douglass McGregor 
Thomas Miranda 
John E# Powers 
Mrs. William 5. Lynn 
Mrs» Prats 
Misses fills* and Aurella Dudlipp 
Augustln Santa Rosa 
F* A* Sc fruit z 
Dr* A* T* Simmon# 
Jaaes Tate#1* 

U 
Ibid»| pp« 198-209* 
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The list of persons unlawfully imprisoned during the 

hostilities in Cuba, But not held *ineomunicadort is a® fol* 

lowss 

George A M 
M L H o de Silva 
H&fael Estrada 
Henry Fritot 
Gregorio Gon*ale« y Curbelo 
John A* Machado 
Angel Morales 
Jos® Maria Ortega 
Peter p&tehot 
Sebastian Plutado 
telres Whit® 
Estevan B. falls 
Jose Manuel Ponce de Leon 
James M.^Miller 
John B» Latte 
Michael 1# Kelley 
Juan Francisco Gonasalex 
Baaon Duoonger 
James F« Winters,« 
John Williamson. 

The list of persons whose properties were said to have 

been confiscated or embargoed during tha hostilities in Cuba 

is as follows* 

Jose Garcia Augeriaa 
Joaquin Garcia Augarica 
Inocencio Casanow 
Ramon Fernandas Cirado y Gomes 
Joaquin Delgado 
Danford, Knowlton and Company 
Felix Govin y Pinto 
Jose Gorln y Pinto 
Busebi© Guiteres 
Jose d# Jesus Hernandez y Maeias 
Cristobal 
Thomas J* More 
Faust© Mora 
Martin Mueses 
Ramon Biiras y -Lamar 

If" 
Ibid * f ppt 211-220* 
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John C. Rosas 
Moses fa/lor & Company . , , 
Louis C. Madeira.. 
Aurello Arango* X 5 

To go Into all of these Individual cases at this tlm •. • 

would be .extremely tedious and of insignificance} but a few 

specific cases s e w to show the treatment accorded ttie ' 

property owners by the Spanish official® in the island# 

Jose Garcia Augarica went to the United States in 1850, 

when he was twelve years old# He was educated in Massachu-

setts) declared his intention to become a United States «&&* 

sen in l%9*9' W bfteame fully admitted ©n February 16, 1869V 

On completion of his education he established himself in 

business, first in lew York, and then at Cardenas9 Cuba, as 

a commission merchant* His business became extensive and he 

acquired a "large amount of property in Cuba. When the In*"'; 

surrection broke out he was publicly threatened by the 

Volunteers in an attempt to prevent his return f roa Hew York 

and with a view to divert his business into other hands. Hit 

valuable house on the Pla«a de la Zglesla was seized by the 

authorities without accusation, trial, or order of embargo* 

Part of it was rented to the Casino Espanol and other po9«< 

tions were advertised for rent* Mr, Augarlca also declared 

that he was the legal guardian of the minor children of a 

brother, Joaquin 0. de Augarica, a United States c&tleen, 

13 
tpM*f p» imf 
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deceased . 111® latter*s widow was also a citiaen of the United 

8t*tes« The Spanish seized all the valuable property left by 

the brother, and his widow and family were wholly without *«*• 

sources*. He also stated that he had never taken part in ih# 

political trouble or insurrection in Cuba^ a M asked the in* 
tU 

terposition of the United States government. ' 

Joaquin Garcia. Augarica declared his intention to be eons 

a citiaen of'the United States in 18^3, but did not reeeivt" 

his certificate of full eitijeenship until1X868* He owned ' , 

property in Hew fork (his residence) and Cuba* He spent 

great amount of tia© in the island on account of the condi-

tion of his health, but kept his business and home in New 

York City* Bis property was seised by the Spanish authorities 

primarily because |8,000 in Cardenas bank stock was brought: 

to Havana for him by a Mr# Machado who was arrested* The 

stock had been given to Hachado by Antonio F. Bramosiot sup-

posedly an active partisan in the insurrection* Mr* Angaria* 

denied having ever taken part in the- revolt, going so t m 

as to request a statement from the president of the Ouban 

junta in 'lew Xork, Miguel de Aldan*t denying any complicity 

on his part in the strife* Aldaaa furnished the statement, 

and in the light of this Augarica claimed protection by the 

United States.1^ 
» „ - , 

lb 15 
Ibid* t p. iafc. Ibid«f p* IB% 
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Inocencdo Casanova was a native of the Canary Islands, 

but became a naturalised citizen of the United States la 

1859, He resided la the UMted States a 'portion of each 

year| retaining a part of M s large interests la Cuba* He 

was arrested at R egla, opposite Havana, on the nighf of 

March 30, 1869* NO cause was given for M s arrest. Tkm 

next month he was released, but M s property was be Id by 

the Spanish. Fearing that M s property vould be destroyed, 
16 

he asked for protection by th® United States. • His sont 

Jose N. Casanova, received similar treatment by the Spanish. 

The younger Casanova became a naturalised citizen in 1857t ' 

and was active in business between the United States and 

• Cuba. Because of the gradual emancipation of M s slaves, 

he had been regarded with disfavor by the SpaMsh, and be* 

lieved this to be the cause of hostilities shown against 

Mm. While on M s plantation near Cardenas, he remained un-

molested until the fourth of March, 1869, when the police 

appeared. They shot the engineer of M s estate without trial* 

Seeing how little protection he had* he became alarmed and 

abandoned Ms home, leaving Ms wife and brother-in-law, both 

Americans, In charge. On the suae day, a band of police m m 

upon M s plantation in search of M m , insulting and abusing 

his wife and family, and doing considerable damage to M s 

crops and buildings. Casanova aeanwMle reached Havana and 

16 
Ibid., p. 187. 
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an American flag-ship, and was taken to the Ohlted States* 

He was compelled to leave his family to such "indignity and 

spoliation" as might be offered, and abandon Interests to 

17 

the amount of $2,000,000* 

The above instances are but a few of the numerous easts 

brought to the attention of the United States' government^ 

each one asking interposition, redress, and indemnity* All 

the cases, were similar in certain respects* In most mms, 

where arrests m m made, no cause or charge was given, 

other than a suspicion of complicity, Authority for the a** 

rests was given by Captain-General Dulce who published a de-

cree in the Official Gazette of Havana to - the effect ttrntt 
Article I* Crimes of infldencia shall be 

' tried by ordinary court-martial# ' , 
Article 11* Prosecution already commenced shall 

follow the legal process prescribed by the laws for 
the tribunals of Justice# 

Article III* All aggressions, by acts or by 
word, against any of the delegates of the govern*1 

stent,, shall be considered as a crime against au-
thority, and will subject the author to trial by 
court-martial* 18 

Ihe following day the same publication carried an article 

by the Secretary to the Superior Political Governor which ex* 

plained the word "infldenelA* to bei treason, rebellions 

Insurrection, conspiracy, sedition harboring of rebels and 

criminals, intelligence with the enemy, meeting of journeymen 

or laborers and leaguesj expressions, cries, or voices 

17 • 18 
Ibid,, p. 188 » Ibid, 
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subversive or seditious; propagation of alarming news5 mani-

festations t allegations, and all that, with a political end 

tended to disturb public tranquility and order, or that in 
19 

any mod© attacked the national integrity* 

The embargoes in the instances'cited amounted to little 

sore than confiscation* It is noticeable, too, that in each 

case the victim had only recently become a citizen of the 

United States, This factor was to be one of the important 

points in the s@ttl#aent of claims at a later date# 

The United States was not at all pleased by the action#' 

of many of those claiming protection. Frequently, the citi-

zenship had been obtained through fraudulent means and the 

papers had been back-dated to show citizenship had been ob-

tained prior to the insurrection. Many of the people who 

fled Cuba during the early stages of the revolt gave as 

their reason the fact that they needed protection and were 

seeking interposition by the United States to save their 

property. In trying to obtain protection, they denied hav-

ing ever taken part in the revolt5 but at the same time they 

were active in attempts to aid the insurrectionists from 

within the United States. In this regard, President Grant 

noteds 

During the whole contest the remarkable exhibition 
has been m d e of large nuabeis of Cubans escaping 

19 
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from the island and avoiding the risks of warj 
congregating ia IMs country at a safe distance 
from the scene of danger, and endeavoring to 
make war from our shore$ to urge our people into 
the fightj which they avoid, and to embroil this 
government in complications and possible hostili-
ties with Spain. It can scarcely be doubted that 
this last result Is the real object of thes# p&t* 

ties•*•• 20 

Despite the conduct of many of those individuals who claimed 

protection, their treatment at the hands of the Spanish au-

thorities increased the sympathies of the people of the United 

States in their behalf. This attitude became even more pro-

nouncedly pro-Cuban when the Spanish authorities began sels* 

ing American vessels. 

On March 23, 1869, Secretary Fish received a telegram 

from Mr. Hall to the effect that the American brig Mary 

Lowell was captured at Ragged Island, in the Bahamas, by a 

Spanish war steamer* Mr. Walter Wilson, a British custom-

house officer who was on board at the time of the capture, 

was in charge of the Mary Lowell which was lying in British 

waters. On the fifteenth, late in the evening, he began re-

moving the brig to the harbor for "safety from the elements" 

when he was ordered to heave to and lower sails by the com-

mander of a Spanish gunboat, the Andalusia. IMs order was 

given three times, followed by a threat of an order to open 

fire on the brig. Mr* Wilson then hove to and a boat case 

20 
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alongside, the brig was boarded, and the Spanish immediately 

took possession, sending Mr* Wilson to shore. At the same 

time the American flag was removed and the brig was towed to 

set, On the 25th of March, Secretary Fish received another 

telegram from Hall stating that the brig had arrived at Cuba, 

with a cargo reported to be arms and ammunition* $h© Spanish 

authorities notified the American representative at ??uevitaa, 

where the ship had been towed, that the brig had been seized 

on account of suspicious movements, and that her cargo was 

found to consist of anas and munitions of war. Mr# Gibbs, $bt 

agent at fluevitss demanded to communicate with the crew and 

to be present at their trial. 

The event caused a great deal of excitement in all areas• 

In foz de Cuba, a Havana newspaper, an article appeared 

on May 6 stating the capture of the American brig not only 

reflected great glory on the Spanish Wavy, but did more "to 

put an end to the insurrection in Cuba than twenty battles 

in which, as usual, thousands of traitors had bitten the 
21 

dust," 

Meanwhile the British government was asked by the United 

States to look into the matter since the Mary Lowell was under 

British protection at Ragged Island at the time of seizure. 

The Marine Court was held at Havana and the documents 

21 
Sen. Ex.* Doc,, lb* 108, *+lst» Cong*, 2nd Sess., p. 39. 
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concerning the proceedings were sent to the government at 

Madrid« A formal request by General Sickles to have the 

documents sent to the United States was answered to the 

effect that the papers had been returned to Cuba* fh®ge ac-

tions were attempts to delay any investigation by the United 

States officials and thus prevent participation by the United 

States in the proceedings# The documents were not received 

by this government until June 10, 1870# 

While the correspondence was being held in regard to the 

Mary Lowell, another American vessel, the steamer Lloyd Ast&n-

wallT was seiaei on the high seas* M i incident came very 

near involving the recognition of the Cuban insurgents by the 
i 

government at Spain* When the vessel was seized, It was 

taken to the harbor at Havana to be placed under trial* The 

trial was to be held before a so-called Pri«e Court at 

Havana where the vessel was condemned a« a lawful prize* fhe 

United States government denied the jurisdiction of the Prise 

Court, which could sit only in time of war to make decisions 

between belligerents* General Sickles pointed out this 

dilemma to General Prim, who promptly released the vessel, 

paying damages for her seizure and detention. 

In 1870, the United States began taking measures to 

stop the filibustering to Cuba* President Grant issued a 

proclamation in which he set forth the wrongs being COOK 

nltt*d by citizens of the United States in attempts to aid 

in the revolt. 
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He stated that quit® often. *evil~minded persons" had 

begun military expeditions against dominions of power with 

whoa the United States was at peace# These expeditions 

were sometimes organized bodies pretending to have powers 

of government over portions of these dominions, They were 

financed by levying or collecting money to be used for or-

ganizing armed forces and equipping them, and to arm 

vessels to transport these organized armed forces# In view 

©f the situation, President Grant proclaimedt 

Nov, therefore, I, • • « do hereby declare and 
proclaim that all persons hereafter found within the 
territory or jurisdiction ©f the United States com-
mitting any of the aforecited violations of the lav 
or any similar violations of the sovereignty of the 
United States for which punishment ii provided by 
lav,will be rigorously prosecuted therefor, and. 
upon conviction and sentence to punishment, will 
not be entitled to expect or receive the clemency of 
the Executive to save them from consequences of their 
guilt} and 1 enjoin upon every officer of this Govern-
ment, civil or military or naval, to use all efforts 
in his power to arrest for trial and punishment every 
such offender against the laws providing for the per* 
formanee of our sacred obligations to friendly 
powers* • * .22 

Despite these measures on the part of the government, 

the filibustering continued, as did the seizures# Most of 

the instances were settled after minor difficulties! but 

for the exception of one particular affair involving the 

steamer flrginiua. This affair occurred in 1873 and cam© 

very near causing war between the United States and Spain? 

22 
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On the 26th of September, 1870, the steamer 

was duly registered at the port of New York as a part of the 

commercial marine of the United States# On the 31st of 

October, 1873, while sailing under the flag of the United 

States, she was seized forcibly by the Spanish gunboat 

Tornado. The Tornado first sighted the Virgin!ua at 2«3® 

P.M. A chase followed, lasting until 10*00 that night, 

when the Tornado caught the fleeing Virginia* off the coast 

of Jamaica, During the flight, horses, guns, ammunition, 

and crates were thrown o^er the sides of the ?irglniusf and 

some of the supplies were used for fuel for the furnaces* 

The Virglnius surrendered without having fired a »h©f* 

As soon as the Spanish want aboard, the American flag was 

lowered and the Spanish flag was sent up to replace it* 

When the United States Department of State heard of the 

seizure, she notified the government at Madrid that no har® 

should come to the passengers and crew* Instructions were 

sent to the Captain~General of Cuba to await orders from th* 

United States government before inflicting penalties on paa* 

sengers and crew, but the word arrived too late to save those 

already executed. General Sickles called on the Minister of 

State in Madrid for the purpose of suggesting that such cap-

ture afforded an opportunity to inaugurate a more generous 

and humane policy in the conduct of the strife in Cuba. He 



pointed out that If it should turn out that the vessel was 

taken on the high seas it might be the subject of a reclama-

tion, and that in any event It would be well to direct the 

Gaptain~£eneral to await orders from the home government 

before taking any steps in the case. 

Wild reports began to be received by the State Depart-

ment concerning executions* The Havana papers, on ?<ovember 

12, published statements that the captain and 36 of the crew 

and 16 others were shot on the 7*h and 8th of that month* • 

Secretary Fish told General Sickles to ask the Minister of 

State for confirmation or denial of these reports which, if 

confirmed, should be protested in the name of civilization 

and humanity. 

Meanwhile, the Spanish presses and people were demand-

ing the blood of the prisoners—passionately assailing 

petitions which had been laid before the Spanish parliamentary 

committee praying for interposition of authority to prohibit 

the infliction of the death penalty on any persons captured 

on the Yirginius. President Castelar sent orders to have 

the proceedings against the prisoners stopped until further 

notice, but not before a number of them met death after mock 

trials. The United States began to demand that the United 

States consul at Santiago de Cuba be allowed to see and con-

fer with any of the American citizens among the officers, 

passengers| and erew of the steamer* It was'also demanded 



k6 

that they haw accorded to then the rights and privilege* 

stipulated and guaranteed by the seventh article of the 

treaty of 1795* 

The capture of the Virginias was looked upon by the 

Spanish m gr«at military achievement, ana everywhere praises 

were sung of the feat* An article appeared in the Diaro 

extra of flbvember 5, 1873) which stated* 

This news, we do not doubt. will fill all 
hearts vith joy. for the Virglnius is the first 
piratical vessel that has been %ken by our brava 
tars# The filibusters have been t aken to gl 
Santiago de Cuba, where they are being tried« 

The article went on to tell that the piratical prisoners 

were being tried by a "competent tribunal,* and continued 

to oongratulit# the navyt 

and especially the brave crew of the femdtt 
M s excellency, Captain-General Jovtllar, who com-
mences his career on M s island with so great 
success| a® a nucleus of future days of complete 
victory, and the loyal men of Cuba* who will ex-
claia with us, filled with the aost holy enthu-
siasm. Hurrah for the Spanish navyI Hurrah for 
the integrity of our countryfs territory! 2k 

The event was celebrated as were national holidays. Festoons 

and similar emblems of rejoicing were hung along the streets, 

from the f£S $§. Cuba extra of the same dayi 

We hope that the sword of the law will fall with-
out delay upon these infamous wretches, who deserve no 
consideration* They have already abused Spanish 

23 
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clemency to excess, and haw laughid at it| it is 
now time for there to feel Spanish justice* 25 

A subscription was even taken up by this publication for 

the purpose of giving the captain and crew of the 'lomdo 

evidence of gratitude by a testimonial to "perpetuate tooth 

the remembrance of the very high important service which 

they# • • rendered to the cause of Spain and the high es-

timation in which this service* # * was held by the loyal 

men of Cuba*" • ' . 

As the reports of executions continued to be receivedf 

the United ..States increased her demands on the Spanish gov-

ernment « At the same tin®, the British government learned 

of what had been done toward the prisoners, and of what was 

threatened* In' consequence, the British cruiser Mobii sped 

to Santiago harbor, entered it, and her captain went ashore 

and demanded of General Burriel that there should be no more 
26 

murders• The executions ceased after this threat, but 

fifty-three unfortunates had met death. 

The united States' demands for reparations went unheeded 

by the Spanish, and by November l1*, nothing definite having • 

been arrived at in this regard, Secretary Fish notified Gen<-

eral Sickles that *in case of refusal of satisfactory reparti-

tion within twelve days from this date, you will, together 

25 
'Ibid., p. 1057* 
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with your secretary, leave Madrid, bringing with you the 
27 

archives of the legation.* 

General Sickles informed Minister Carvajal of M s or-

ders but was answered by an ill-tempered note which rejected 

the protest. The Spanish were resolved to take no definite 

action on the case until full information could be had* 

Meanwhile, in Cuba, the consul at Santiago de Cuba M & 

been refused permission to wire the consul at Kingston, 

Jamaica, for information relative to the capture of the 

Virginius which would be pertinent to the defense of thosa 

captured on board the steamer. 

By the l?th of November, Minister Carv&Jal notified 

General Sickles that the Spanish authorities limited their 

policy to the following declarationss (X) The Spanish 

government would decide upon nothing to relieve the flag 

of the United States from an offense until she was certain 

that the offense existed, and (2) that an offense could 

only exist in the violation of the treaties and of inter-

national law, and if such did exist, she would be glad to 

repair the wrong according to its Just importance. 

The following day, General SicMLes was planning to 

close the legation at Madrid and embark at Valencia for 

France, taking the secretary and archives with him. At tha 

27 
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same time, he notified Secretary Pish that popular feeling 

was running high in the city against the TJrlted States and 

the legation there. The press was violent and abusive* ad-

vising the government to or^er him out of Spain. On the 

night of the 18th, a mob was collected to attack urf sade 

the legation, but the authorities interfered and preserved 

the peace# 

Spain asked the good offices of the English, but Lord 

Granville declined unless they were allowed to be made on 

the basis of ample reparation to the United States, By this 

tine, General Sickles received word from the State Depart-

sent that the captain-general in Cuba had been right in deny* 

ing the reports of the number of executions, which officially 

was fifty-three. He vras also ordered to defer his immediate 

departure from Madrid in order to allow the Spanish to have 

a proper length of time to learn the exact facts. However, 

he was still to expect a satisfactory settlement by the 26th* 

General Sickles seemed disappointed by this arrangement, 

stating that the hesitation on the part of the United States 

would be looked upon in Spain and Cuba as a pause before th« 

attitude assumed by the Spanish government and its people. 

He also felt that any concession in Washington at that time 

would corroborate the intimation made in high quarters in 

Spain that his action in the matter of the Virgin!tig had not 

been in conformity with instructions from his government, which 
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did not approve his actions9 and that M s withdrawal f vow 

Spain would convince the officials there of the earnestness 

of the United States in regard to the reparations demanded* 

Because of these opinions, be asked for a vessel to be sent 

to Valencia t© pick tip M s and hi® family for removal froa 

Spain, 28 

Before thes© arrangements could he made, mri was re* 

ooived froa Secretary Fish that Resident Orant felt that 

public Interest required that the minister remain at his 

post until expiration of the time named, or until further 

avd«*« mm sent* By the 23rd, the Spanish mm making des-

perate overtures to the British and German governments for 

good offices. On the same day, the Spanish governments 

through its minister in the United States, proposed an 

arbitration, but was refused on the grounds that the ques-

tion was not one for arbitration# Sbm United States held 

that the subject was one of national honor, of which the 

nation must be the Judge ana custodian* 

Tension in Madrid was mounting to a peak. General Side* 

les had received orders to withdraw from there if no settle** 

meat was reached by the date set, and the general impression 

in the city was that the matter was settled and the American 

legation would be leaving soon# Secretary Fish ordered him 

to let the entire day of the 26th pass before carrying out the 

28 
Ibid. 
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he received regarding. M s withdrawal. On the lust 

day, General Sickles received word froa President Caste las* 

that Spain recognized the principles upon which the United 

States1 deuand was hased, and promised to stake the repara* 

tion required on or before the 25th of December, if the facta 

elicited by the investigation which was in process clearly 

showed that the Virginitts was a regularly documented Aiaerlo&n 

ship, Again, General Sickles felt this to be a dodge by the 

Spanish government in an attempt to gain time necessary for 

strengthening their fleet in the Gulf of Mexico* 

Despite the anxieties shown fcy General Sickles, the 

government In Washington, &• c•» decided to follow a policy 

which would give Spain the desired time for an Investigation 

and thus a war between the two was averted* • 



CHAPTER III 

THE QUESTION OF SLAVEBX 

The Ten fears* War in Cuba, In which the question of 

slavery played an iiaportant role, was the beginning of the 

end for that institution} and, although independence was to 

come some thirty years later, the fight was effective in ex-

changing the clang of forging of slave chains for the peal of 

emancipation# One year after the fight for independence had 

broken out at Yara, Cespedes, at a meeting held for the in-

surrectionists on Independence Bay, at OuaiaarillO, said to 

his countryaeni 

By fortune, there is no need for many oratories to 
remember that a day like today, the country of 
Cuba, growing like a lion in the jungle, raised up 
arias and sword to break forever the claws of 
tyranny,•.it has been a year that enemy armies * 

soiled it with its blood and the Spanish blood• 

The scene is remindful of one involving similar forces, the 

Spaniards and the Cub©nos, which saw the Indian leader 

Hatuey, speaking to his followers some three and one-half 

canturies earlier* 

Hatuey had fled from the Spanish ravages in Hsp&nola* 

Be told the natives that their enemies were extremely cruel, 

worshipping gold as a god, and had caused him and his followers 

to flee to Cuba for their lives* All manner of evil reports 

^Carlos M» de Cespedes and others, j»S,t ^ 2 
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against the Spanish were spread throughout the Island, fhe 

natural result was a war between the Indian# and the Spanish 

la which Hatuey was captured and the Indians defeated* Ac-

cording to las Casa3, the Indian chief was to be burned to 

death and while tied to the stakey Just before the fire was 

lighted, he was approached by a Franciscan monk who invited 

the savage to accept Christianity and be baptized* "Upon 

which words after Hatuey had a little while paus'd, he asked 

the Honk if the door of heaven was open to the Spaniardat who 

answered, fYes, to the good Spaniards#1 Then replied the 

other,*Let me go to Hell that I may not coae where they arc,1' 

Again, Las Casas wrote of one city of Indians which went forth 

to do honor to the Spaniards* Having done this, the Indians 

returned home, where, in the middle of the night, they were 

set upon by the Spaniards who set fire to their houses, "burn-

ing up both sen, women, and children, here soae they murth«redf 

others whoa they spared, they tormented to make thm tell 

where they hid their gold, after which they wade thm their 

2 
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slave8, having first marked them la the body." 

At the same time the Spaniards were conquering the In-

dians in the field, trying to convert the© to Christianity* 

This was a difficult task became® "aald the social destrus* 

tion the Conquest had become a subjective development in 
5 

the minds of the Indians," This social destruction was car-

rled out by means of an involved colonial administrative 

system, by which a type of serfdom called the "encomlenda* 
6 

rapidly destroyed the Indians of Cuba* 

Tli# ©ncomienda, or repartimiento ,sygtein was in general 

as follows• The veeinoa, or representatives of the king in 

ownership of the land, were land-holders and slave-holders 

who apportioned the land for working aaorig loyal subjects. 

These subjects were given large tracts of land contiguous 

to Indian villages over which they were lords, or enco»~ 

enderos• The inhabitants of the nearby villages were required 
k 
Ibid.r p, 2k* Hare is the book concerning the Spanish 

conquest of the New World which does not cite examples from, 
or make mention of, Las O m m f the * Apostle of the Indies," 
Questions have arisen from time to time as to the authenticity 
of M s writings—chiefly in instances involving numbers* Qui 
examples quoted here, even though they aay be colored by the 
prejudices of Z*» Casas, serve to show the attitude of tfee 
Indian toward the Spanish conquerors, and the sufferings 
imposed upon hin by their cruelty. 

%» I. friestly, Qui Qomijag. jy& WC&M HftBt 
p• 107* 
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to work for the encomendero who WAS to see to their being 

taught the Christian religion. Thus, the system was the 

"means employed for the religious conversion and for the -

? 
political consolidation which conversion constituted." ' When 

carried out properly, the system was humane enough and advan-

tageous to both Indian and Spaniard: but too often human na» 

ture prevented this* The fallacy lay in the control of large 

numbers of Indians being placed in the hands of one man who 

had little regard for the lives of these under him# The greed 

which had brought these encoaenderos to Cuba was manifest 
and the repartlaiento system lapsed into pure and simple 

8 
slavery. • • • 

The Cubenos enslaved under the repartimlento system itifV 

fered extreme hardships and many succumbed to the hard and 

continuous labor and lack of food to which they vere not 

accustomed. Many killed themselves by taking poison or hang-

ing in order to escape the cruelties imposed upon thm by 

their owners» "The women, rather than be slaves and beoosw 
9 

mothers of half-breed slaves, committed abortion and suicide*" 

Often the Indian* who were required to work In the sines had 

to leave their families for six or eight months at a timet 

7 
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entailing serious burdens for tlx© women left at home, as well 
10 

as for the men in the wine8. The treatment thus received 

at the hands of the Spaniards caused a rapid decrease In the 

population of the Cubenos. However, the decline of the In-

dians was not due to conditions of labor alone# Epidemics 

of diseases which were often brought ever from Europe (against 

which the natives had built tip no protective immunity and to 

which they were therefore particularly susceptible) were es~ 
XX 

peclally destructive in the early years of the conquest. 

When it appeared that the harsh dominance over the Cubenos 

would end, black slaves were insisted upon—"the only changer 
12 

of slaves was in the color of the victim." 

The demand for the introduction of the negro slave 

statraned fro® the following reasons« 
1, The rapid decline of the native population 
2, An increase in the Interest la sugar around : 

the middle of the sixteenth century caused 
to be established a larger ntober of mills 
which called for a corresponding Increase la 
the number of black slaves * 

3, The African raad© a satisfactory slave beeaus® 
h® ease from a social order whose economy was 
sufficiently complex to permit him to aeet the 
demands of the plantation system, 13 

10Charles E. Chapman, gfitaa&al Ifr,g«tf4g iKtiSSi P* 26* 
nXfrlflv p. 27J also H.C. Harlng, gjaiBiila SmtiS U, 

» p. w * 
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The African's immunity was such that various disease* 

such as smallpox, measles, yellow fever, and malaria, which 

killed off the Indian, did not equally affect the blacks• 

The Increased demand for the black slaves brought about 

the issuance of a royal Instruction, which authorized the Span-

lards to supplement the deficiency In Indian labor by intro-

ducing negro slaves from Africa* 

The exact date of the negro's introduction into Cuba Is 
Xb 

soaewhat nruddled, but occurred circa 1^10• The date, how-

ever, Is nothing compared to the act by which one of the 

'•greatest migrations in recorded history took place—the 
15 

negro slave trade.® 

If the Indians suffered from the evils of slavery, the 

blacks did doubly so--not so much through the system as froa 

the traffic necessary for its existence. Often as not, the 

blacks arriving in Cuba had been slaves in Africa, where the 
practice of dealing ia » n had been established for quit® & 

Ik 
Wright, Q2* SiX*9 P« 196 aantlons blacks as having 

arrived with the early seitlor3, before the conquest; E»G. 
Bourn®, Spain in America, p. 270, relates of seventeen 
negroes CChri5tians) introduced in ISO^f H. C, Haring, jqjq* clt.T 
p, 219, gives the date as 1501; Frank Tannenbaum. 
Citizen. p. 15, mentions the year I5II as the date of intro-
duction, The differences in the types of slaves— Christians 
or hoathen• Also, the date of the authorisation of intro-
duction has often been considered as the date of actual in-
troduction. 
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long: time* War captives, political tad criminal prisoners, 

debtors, and. kidnapped Individuals mm traded by leaders of 

negro coromnitles to dealers, most of whom were negroes. Thie 

Middleman would lead M s charges to harbors along the coast 

which were equipped with barracka for keeping the hapless ones# 

There 3 the ships would call for boatloads of slave® in return 

for currency and goods. The territory from which the trade 

drew material extended from the western tip of Africa, along 

the circumference of the continent, to Madagascar and the 

Arab coast of Fast Africa. The bulk of the slaves were taken 

from the heavily populated Guinea Coast and the Congo Basin. 

The Spanish ships descended upon these regions and kidnapped 

thousands of negroes for service in the Cuban cane and tobaeeo 

fields. 

The two locations of slave factories in Cuba were es-

tablished by the South Sea Company in Santiago and Havana. 

The markets there were never regarded as of much importance 

during the early days of the trade, the seventeenth century* 

However, by the eighteenth century the demand because great#?. . 

Despite this increased demand* the factory at Santiago was 
17 

given up because of the lack of business# Tim trade was 

26 
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regulated by the mother country la various ways, but illicit 

trad!® and trade by foreign nations added to the numbers re# 

ceived* Proposals whioh called for introduction of negroes 

in large numbers were opposed'on the grounds that it was not. 

only dangerous but would also draw large suejs of aoney froa 

the island* 

Prom the beginning of the trade, in 1521, until a few 

years after 176©, the total number of slaves imported into 
18 

Cuba amounted to about 60,000. After this time, however, 

the traffic Increased the numbers there rapidly# 

A news item of 177® reported, ̂ They write froa Jamaica 

that the Spaniards are in great want of negroes at the 

Bavannah, a pestilential distemper ;' hairing swept off upwards 

of 17,000 slaves in the island of Cuba last winter** Be* 

tween 1763 and 1773» 18,268 slaves were imported, which, if 

the above newspaper article gave the correct data, kept 

the number of slavesiimCuba fairly static during the tea-
20 

year period Mentioned# From 1773 #© 1779, 1,**0® blacks 

were delivered, and between 1786 and 1790, 7>832» During 

th® years intervening between 1779 and 1786, the annual &b* 

sorption of negroes was about 1,500, giving a total of around 

18 
Donnan, &£• SJJL*# P» ***** 

19 
Ibid* 

20 
Thin figure was arrived at by taking the difference • 

between %h& total for the period 1773^1790t and 1763*1790# 
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21,732 blacks arriving la Cuba between the seventeen-year 
21 

period* That number, when added to the total muaber arriv* 

ing between 1763 and 1773* gives a total of **1,000 slaves 

transported to Cuba over a period of twenty-seven years* 

An amusing increase in the trade developed immediately 

following the period Just mentioned# Frosa 1791 to 1825* 
22 

320,000 slaves were delivered to Havana* In the last y©ar 
23 

of this period 13,832 slave® were taken to that city* fh® 

average for each year of the period was something 31k© 13,330, 

and tb* average for the period from 1763 to 1790 was 1,500, 

making a difference of yearly averages of nearly 12,000 

slavesI During this latter period, in the year 1775, the 

number of free colored amounted to about thirty thousand, 
2% 

compared to about forty-si^ thousand slaves# Xbe census 

for the same year gives the following figures! 
Hen Woman 

Whites 5*f,555 Uo,86*f 
Free c o l o r e d . . . « 15,980 1^,635 
Slaves*...,.*. g a m If; j&ft, 

99309 71061 
25 

Total 170,370* 

^Donnan, p« xlvii* 

22Huoboiatf m m u * m » xii-112* n m & * 

2% 
Ibid. 

^ ' 
Johnson, ££« clt.r p. 278* 
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The slaw trade was characterized by cruelties to the 

luckless blacks* Eton commerce of this husuui barter brought 

on methods and condition* beyond belief t and the confounded 

trade became a black tidal wave washing the shores of Cuba 

for nearly four centuries* It Is difficult even with great 

imagination to realize the sufferings brought upon so a&ny 

people by fellow beings. The greatest height of the wbla,ck 

wave" was reached • during the period between 1791 and 1820, 

and it is from this period that most of the tales of woe 

are drawn. 

In order to understand the way in which the slaves were 

treatedy it wist be borne in mind that they were considered 

by the traders to be Just so much cargo. The slaves were 

usually picked up along the coasts of Africa in the manner 

mentioned earlier and then began the long voyage to Cuba* 

A striking pleture of the customary procedure for transporting 

slaves was written by the Caaaander of the tMted States 

steamer Mohawk, in a letter to the Secretary of the favyt 

Isaac Toucey. 

the negroes are packed below in as dense a mass 
as It is possible for b m m beings to be crowded $ 
the space allotted them being in general about 
four feet high between decks, there, of coursef 
can be but little ventilation given* These un-
fortunate creatures are obliged to*.*pass their 
days| their nights, aaidsst the most horridly 
offensive odors of which the Bind can conceive, 
and' this under the scorching heat of the tropical 
sua, without rooa enough for sleep; with scarcely 
apace to die Inf with dally allowance of food and 
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water are nearly exhausted, and their sufferings are 

incredible. 26 

To strengthen M a description of the conditions, the eoimiander 

cited two typical examples* One was a bark which had left the 

coast of Africa with 1200 slaws on board# She reached Sagua 

la Grande with only ninety remaining alive, and of these, five 

died while toeing taken ashore. The other instance was also 

a bark which landed on the ©astern coast of Cuba. She had left 

Africa with close to lf000 negroes* *mvi!ig a long pat#««@f 

the water running short, and when within two days of Cuba, 

two hundred negroes were throw* overboard at night that there 
27 

might be water enough for the remainder*" the cases asentioned 

here were extreme ones, it is true, tot they actually oe« 

curred, and In a situation where extremes were the rule. 

the slaves, as aentioned, were considered as nothing 

more than goods of trade and were transported fr©» Africa to 

Cuba with this idea in mind# They mm crammed into ships 

which were especially designed for the trade, aid when filled, 

represented several decks—or batter, shelves—on which the 
28 

negroes lay during the entire course of a trip# 
26 
H« R» Doc»| 36th Cong*, 2nd S ess#, ffo# 7, IV, 619# 

27 
Ibid-

riBSewli8w»~ 

28 
Donnan, ££• MS»* P* 592• 
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The death rate under these conditions was astounding. 

Those who did not die during the trip from exposure, diseast, 

or starvation, usually arrived at Havana in such & condition 

that recuperation was necessary; so they vera sent to the 

slave-barracoons on the outskirts of the city. The two cases 

mentioned in the letter to Toucey gave the death toll to be 

more than 50 par cent* That figure, taken as the highest 

possible rates would give as the number of slaves perishing 

in the thirty-four year period from 1791 to 1825 as 160,000. 

However, as stated, that was the highest possible rate* fak-

ing, on the other hand, even as low as 10 per cent as the 

lowest rate, the number of deaths for the same period would 

come to 32,000# This too is an extreme, and somewhere he* 

tween 32,000 and 160,000 lies the actual number# Even if 

the lowest number were considered to bo the actual count, 

the rate would have been close to 1,000 a year* 

The oold bloodedness of the traders in their dealings 

with the slaves gave rise to an interesting story circulating 

Havana at the height of the trade# The people knew that the 

traders threw overboard the bodies of those unfortunate enough 

to perish ©nrout© to Cuba and suspected that many live ones 

met a similar fate# In view of this knowledge, they blamed 

the slave trad® for the presence of sharks in the harbor 

at Havana» saying that they followed the slave ships fr©» 
2 9 

the African coast to feast on any slaves thrown overboard. 

29Trumbull White, Mm MM SsalZU P* 85* 



When the ships arrived with a load of slaves, they ver* 

unloaded at the slave-barrocoons on the outskirts of Havana, 

where they were confined awaiting sale. The following, from 

Strode, gives an interesting description of these markets* 

Either completely naked cr almost so, their enaci-
ated bodies* as well as their agonized faces, were 
stamped with the horrors of the ocean crossing* 
'.nieir flesh was indented with the marks of planks 
where they had lain cramped in the stinking hold* 
Their hands had scarcely enough strength to worry 
the gnats and flies feasting on the sores mad# by 
the whiplash* Half-perished with hunger and thirst, 
they sat murabllng to their heathen gods, speculating 
of the ultimate destiny of their dead companions 
whom they had seen raked out of the ship's bottom 
and imped over th® side like offal* 30 

However, the slaves* once at the barracoons, were treated 

rather well* They were given rest and food to get then 

into condition for the sale, and thus fared xauch better 

than those sold directly fro® the ships* fh© arrival ©f 

th© slave ship In port was announced in advance by the fir* 

lng of a cannon, upon which signal the purchasers rushed to 

the harbor, onto the ship, and began haggling over and aim-

handling the frightened negroes lined up for inspection* "So 

great was the confusion and fright sometlaes produced that 

Negroes had been known to 3tap overboard In sheer fright at th» 
31 

new and unpredictable meaning of the excitement** 

30 . 
Strode, ££» dt. T p* 88. 

31 
Tannenbaum, &£* dt»ff p» 28• 
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After this inhumane traffic had continue-d fcr almost 

three centuries, public opinion revolted• Great Britain 

relinquished her slave trade in 1807 and began a campaign 
32 

to induce other nations to follow. Ten years later Spain 

agreed to close at one® her slaw trade north of the equa-

tor, which was between the West Indies and Africa. Finally, 
in 1820, she gave it up altogether, through a treaty with 

33 

Great Britain# The abolition of the slave trade, however, 

by no neans stopped the transporting of slaves into Cuba, 

because the system itself was not abolished, and the con-

ditions tinder which the slaves wer® smuggled were just as 

horrible, if not more so, than they were before the traffic 
3*f 

became illegal. 

After abolition, the slave trade began to show a ris# 

and fall from year to year. Between the 1820•a and the 

I8k0*s the trade began to fall off. Much of this was due 

to a large Increase in the number of societies for the 

abolition of slavery* The Spanish government became quite 

concerned with the rise of these societies because of the 

35 
fact that they extended their doctrines through the Antilles* 32 
,Q - *• L. Mathieson, Great M M M S M 
lg3ft*'loo?f p» 1* 

P» 13• 

s,km 

3h 
T' F- Button, siaxs. ,1gate aat lis. i n s t f e p* i35» 

35 

SSftSMs P 
banning, MtfeillMfi. J& Hit M M 
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Both,the United States and Great Britain did much to gup-

press the trade during the period mentioned. 3y 18M>, the 

blockade of the African coast had reduced the imports to 

Cuba to a trickle of hl$i bat bj 18^9 it was hack to 
36 

3,700* The nerfc year the trad® fell off, hut in 1853 re-
3? 

ports showed the importation cf 12,500 slaves* When the 

traffic continued in the late 1850*8, the nations of the 

world began to blame the northern tTr&ted States*^ During 

the same period, the planters began making plane to beat 

the abolition of the trace* These plana were known as 

Africanization. One of these schemes called for the in-

troduction of from ?0,000 to 100,000 African apprentices * 

Each planter was to be entitled to double the number of 

apprentices to the slaves that he liberated* Another 

scheme became apparent when a memorial was sent to the Qu«*n 

of Spain from planters and merchants setting forth a plan of 

African immigration as devised by D* Jose Snares Arfcudln* 

one of the wealthiest proprietors in the Island* His plan 

was according to the following provisions! 

36' 
Ĵ athieson, £g« cit * f p. 1^3• 

3? 
Ibid. ' 

38 • 
Ibid»y p. 165• 

39 
H. H. Doc., 36th Cong*, 2nd Sess•, £&« Ml.y p* 27• 
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1. Apprentices Introduced were to lie bound for ten 

years and would cost the planter 0170.00 each, from which 

aura $3**»00 would be applied to banking or other objects by 

the importer, "unless he should experience losses. 

2. Apprentices sick on landing, or who became so after-

ward, were not remunerated. 

3* Wages were $f»00 a south, of which each apprentice 

received two dollars, the rest was payable at the expiration 

of ten years* 

The introduction of women was discouraged. The off-

spring of such vere bound to accept the above contract at the 

age of eighteen or be forced from the country. 
ko 

5. The petition subscribed for 80,000 apprentices. 

These systems made it extremely difficult for the United States 

and Great Britain to stem the flow of slaves to Cuba, because 

any ship caught with negroes on board would declare them as 

apprentices? whereas, if they were not caught, the blacks 

would be slaves. 

Immediately before the Civil War broke out in the United 

States, the situation had become so bad that President 

Buchanan statedt 

It is truly lamentable that Great Britain and the United 
States should be obliged to spend such a vast oaount of 
of money and treasury for the suppression of the African 
slave trade, and this when the only portions of the 

§̂*0 
Ibid., p. **7. 
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civilised world where It is tolerated and encouraged 
are the Spanish Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico. kl 

Increased efforts by the two nations, however, caused the 

slave trade to Cuba to approach a near standstill by the 

time the Civil War broke out# 

During the Civil War in the United States, the eyes of 

Spain and Cuba were turned there, anxiously awaiting the out* 

come, which would seriously affect the slave question. When it 

appeared likely that Spain would accord recognition to the 

southern states. Secretary Seward stated in a letter to the 

Minister of Spain that* 

The Spanish government can easily determine for 
itself wfeetker the continued enjoyment of Cuba with 
slavery is more likely to be secured by a recognition 
of the insurgents, which would be an act hostile to the 
United States, than it will be secured by the policy of 
cordial friendship towards the United States.•.•The United 
States does not want any more slevehold territories. k2 

At the end of the war another problem arose. The slave-

holders of the south, rather than give up their slaves, sold 

them to markets in Cuba. 

B. Richardson, HumtSA S M i & M M Si f»fMtlJ*l 
V., 595. 

m Sfca 2* £•> IM%*. n» 985. 

Ibid *» 1866, I, 6lif-62*f. In May, 1866, the steamer 
Virgin (later the w fitted out at New Orleans 
for taking a cargo of negroes from a point near Pensacola to 
Cuba. Another ship was to follow in a day or two. The Span-
ish minister to the United States was notified and asked to 
inform the Captain-General of Cuba, with a view to thwarting 
the attempt. The slaves were landed. but the United States 
officials were notified that authorities had instituted "re-
quisite proceedings»rt The Cuban authorities were, by now, 
strictly enforcing orders for the suppression of the trade# 
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Meanwhile, In Madrid, a year before the revolt broke 

out In Cuba, a council was held, lasting son# months, t© 

deliberate on the affairs in Cuba and Puerto Rico, It was 

composed of delegates sent fro® etch island separately and 

representatives of the government in Spain. The group was 

to act in an advisory capacity only* The question of slavery 

was not reported on in the proceedings, but the question vas 

so prominent in the minds of the delegates that they took 

their seats on one side of their place of session or the 

other, in accordance with their sentiment on this question* 

The meeting ended in May, 1867, with the following proposi-

tion having been presented by the representatives from Cubai 

1. All children born of slave parents after the 

proclamation of emancipation to be free, remaining in the 

capacity of bound apprentices, the females until 18 years of 

age, and the Mies until 21# 

2* All slaves of sixty years of age to be declared free 

at once, without any indemnification to their owners, and 

if such do not accept this freedom, their owners or masters 

to be obliged to maintain then for life# 

3. All slaves under seven years of age to be declared 

free, but to remain apprentices, the females until 18 years 

of age, and the males until 21* 

The slaves not included In any of the foregoing 
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provisions to lie emancipated in thirteen years, with is-
If.If. 
* T 

damnification of owners. 

The memorial failed to be pat into effect, but wat sig-

nlfleant In that for the first time since the curse of slavery 

had afflicted the worldf In a country where It had been long 

established, had owners of the slaves primarily moved in the 

cause of emancipation themselves* The slaveholders in Cuba 

were exceedingly sensitive in regard to anything coming fro» 

the United states on the subject of slavery and watched with , 

lively interest everything relating to the question in that 

nation# A large majority of those felt that emancipation 

would soon come and would be due more to the action and in-

fluence of the government of the United States than to that 

of'their own* 

During a major part of the life of the slave tirade, tftbi 

negroes were treated by their owners in much the same fashion 

as they were by the traders--they were beaten into submission, 

branded, and treated as a higher type of beast* Later, with 

the abolition of the trade, the risks involved in transporting 

these slaves Illegally caused the prices to go up and demanded 

that the owners accord them better treatment in order to pre-

serve them* "The Cuban planter reckoned as his most precious 

possession the flesh and blood attached to his estates*" 

1867T I, 527. 

^Archibald Wilbewforw, SslOa m i Est Cgloitfes, P. 
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A slave might marry the wife of his choice , buy his freedom, 

and, if ill-treated, he night choose a new master or appeal 
h6 

to the courts m & possibly be declared free* Black children 

were not permitted to attend schoolt but were taught the Chris# 

tian doctrine * All children of black slaw wo:nen and Spaniard* 

were slaves, and it was quite common for a planter to have his 

mm son be a slat© to Mai . . 

Hot all blacks in the island were slaves. Ttee slave was 

able to acquire liberty from his owner through a "carta da 

libertad* or by purchasing himself5 consequently^ the number 

• of freedaen in Cuba became increasingly large, and began to 

surpass the number of slaves* The fretd®en| however. were 

often worse off after gaining their liberty* They were re-

garded as peculiarly inferior and were on the lowest rung of 

the social ladder* Of their condition, Amelia Murray wrote 

to a friendt "Free blacks here are profligate and irreligious) 
W 

and they look far less happy than their brethren in servitude** 

They were not allowed to appear on the streets after dark* 

carry arms, or have Indians as servants* They were excluded 

from public office, although accepted in the militia* The 

Women were forbidden to possess or wear luxurious clothes* 

M 
Haring, ox>. clt«t p« 318* 

**7 
Amelia Murray, fcetters froa the United StatesT Cuba,. 

.and Canada. p» 238. 



72 

m 
silk, gold and pearls, The conditions under which they 

lived were a© harsh that when the revolt broke out in 1868, 

the people of the United States at first believod it to be 

a black rebellion# 

The revolt of Cuba began at the plantation de Cespedes, 

in Yara, where he freed all of his slaws, proclaiming inde-

pendence . The official declaration was made, including, as 

a cause, the desire of the Cubans for the abolition of slavery) 

gradually and with indemnification. In February, 1869$ » de» 

cree was issued by the Cuban insurgent assembly containing the 

following provisionsi 

1« Slavery is abolished. 

2* The owners of those who have been slaves will 
be indemnified in due time* 

3* All those who by this decree obtain their free* 
dom will contribute their efforts to the independence of 
Cmfea« 

k» To this end, those who amy be found apt and 
necessary for military service will enter our rank3, 
enjoying the smm compensation and the same considera-
tion as other soldiers of the liberal aroy« 

5* Those who are not destined to military service 
will continue while the war lasts at the same labors 
in which they are now employed, to preserve estates in 
a productive condition, and thus provide subsistence to 
those who offer their blood to the cause of common 
liberty, a duty imperative alike on all those citizens 5© 
now free, of whatever race, exempt from military service. 

^Haring, gjj* cit«. p. 218. 

^Saturday Review st Literature, XXH (Nbv.21,1868),373* 

Ex. Doe#, *flst» Cong*, 2nd Sess., No# 113, p. 19* 
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Bus decree was to be executed by a special regulation to be 

prescribed at a later date* This decree freed thousands of 

slavesj bolstering the insurgent away, and gained the Bym-* 

pathies of the nations of the world, especially the United 

States| for their cause* Later the same year, the Constitu-

tion of Free Cuba was drawn op, explicitly stating that "all 

the Inhabitants of the Republic of Cuba are absolutely free#* 

% this on® fell swoop, the negro slaves of Cuba mm placed 

on an equal footing with the free, at least in the ifyes of the 

insurgent government# 

Fighting, which was of a most inhtaaane and bloody nature, 

broke out, and the situation in Cuba was an isanedlate concern 

to the United States, In the good offices which President 

Grant offered to Spain in 1869 was included the stipulation 
51 

that slavery would be abolished in Cuba* Spain refused the 

offer saying she would not even consider an armistice with 

the insurgents while they were in arias against the government, 

and that a full and complete amnesty would be granted as soon 

as the Insurgents laid down their arms, at which time the 

whole question would be open for consideration* This condition 

was impossible because the insurgents, tired of ^ust such 

promises, would never have quit fighting on the strength of a 

Here discussion* Marshall Prim added, in regard to ejaancip«.» 

tion, that Spain would prefer to leave the natter to the 

Jl 
Xbi^«| p» 2» 
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Cubans themselves* His Idea was open-minded and liberal, 

but before he could carry it out, lie was assassinated• Evan 

though the good offices were rejected, the Spanish government 

stated that it desired them and was prepared to<M* Cuba ttm$ 

but that the consent of Spain must be given in a earner con-
52 

sistent with her self-respect* 

The good offices having failed, the United States then 

proposed a conference in Washington with Spain, the United . 

States, and Cuba* This offer, too, was refused by Prim who 

stated that Cuba could only be heard through her deputies 

elected to the Cortes, and that Spain wight treat with the ' 

United States, not with Cuba.^ General Sickles, the Did ted 

States' minister to Madrid at this time, notified Secretary 

of State Hamilton Fish that he thought the disinclination to 

emancipate the slaves in Guba was partly attributed to the 

embarrassment such action would cause in Puerto Hico, as well 

as in Cuba, where the slaveholders were usually the most in* ' • 
, 5*f 

fluential partisans of the home government. 

As the fighting progressed, the United States became more 

determined that something should be dona* Secretary Fish wrote 

to General Sickles in Madrid* 

Xbid.t p, 2# 'ibid»| p. 3, 

9* 
Ibid•| p# *4"̂  
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I have regarded it. and still regard it, as your 
• duty under your existing instructions, at all times, 

whenever in y<ur judgnsent a fitting opportunity 
offers, to do all in my power to secure emancipation 
not only in Cuba but also in Porto Rico, It becomes 
nor# apparent ©very day that tMi contest cannot 
terminate without the abolition of slavery. 55 

Not all of the blacks served on the side of the insur-

gents as might be expected. Many of thea fought with the 

Spanish, making good soldiers. Those who fought with th® 

Spanish did so out of respect for their master* to whom 

they looked up to as benefactors and saviours. They vere 

later to be granted freedom because of their efforts in this 

behalf. Those who fought against Spain did not fare so veil 

in the hands of their enemies. If captured, they were beaten 

and asked if certain persons were responsible for acts 

against the government• lot knowing perhaps any of those 

named| the black would accuse one in order tc escape punish-

sent for himself. Armed raen would then go to the home of the 

man named and seize him. the trial consisted of standing the 

poor nan in a line of eleven others, and having the negro piek 

out the individual "on trial*11 If the negro failed, he vas 

shot j but if the negro did happen to point out the right man, 
56 

it meant the man's death. 

55 
Ibid.. p. 7. 

56 
Murray, £fi« dt« T p. 266* 



flie Spanish were well aware that the problem of slavery 

was definitely a cause for the continuation of the struggle 

on the part of the insurgents. In June, 1870, the Moret Law 

was passed, providing that# 

1. All children of slave mothers, born after 
publication of this law, are declared free* 

2. All slaves bom between the 18th of September, 
1868. and the time of publication of this law, are 
acquired by the state, by payment to their owners th© 
sum of fifty escudos. 

3. Ail slaves who have served under the Spanish 
flag, or who have in any way aided the troops during 
the present insurrection in Cuba, are declared free* 

k. Slaves, who, at the time of the publication of 
this law, shall have attained the age of sixty-five 
years, are declared free without any Indemnification 
to their owners# 

5« All slaves belonging to the stmt®, either as 
emancipated, or for any other cause, shall at once 
enter upon the full exercise of their civil rights# 

6* Those persons freed by this law, who are men* 
tloned in articles one and two, shall remain under the 
control (patronato) of the owners of the »other« 57 

The law was passed on the 23rd of June, the last day of the 

session of the Cortes, after certain amendments which in-

cluded! a change in the age of those aentioned in article 

four to sixty, forbidding sale or separation from the mother 

of children under fourteen, and placed certain restrictions 

against punishment with the lash—a common practice in the 

57 
Sen, Ex, Doc., g£. £&£•, pp. 11-12* 
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At first glmm© the Mbret Law might sees to have been 

a definite reform* K©never» that was not the case# The 

provision was made that all child ran of slave aethers bora 

after the decree were to be fr®©# but mad® m provision for 

their support * Also, it would have taken the average slave 

the best years of his life to command the sum necessary to 

purchase his freedom, years which were spent In slavery* Then 

too| concerning the age at which slaves were to go free, at 

sixty years of age the powers of labor were mostly gone and 

the slaves turned loose with no support for their few remain-

lag years, ^he worst provision concerned the control of 

those being freed under the first and second artloles and was 

to be a source of evil and later trouble• fh® Xmv9 as stated9 

was published in Spain, in June, 1870, at which time It be* 

came a lawj but it was close to two years before it was pub* 

11shed in Cuba, where It was hindered by the group of Volun-

teers# Despite the fact that the Moret Law did very little in 

the actual abolition of slavery, and came far from meeting the 

satisfaction of the tfriited States, it was recognized by Grant 

as a step in the right direction* 

President Grant was completely aware that the reforms 

which had been promised by the Law of 1870 were not forth* 

coming by the time he gave his annual message in December, 

I87I* At that time he noticedt 

It is a subject for regret that the reforms In this 
. direction which were voluntarily promised by the 
statesmen of Spain have not been carried out in 



its Wast India colonies. The laws end regulations 
in Cuba and Porto Rico leave most of the laborers 
la bondage, with no hope of release until their 
live* become a burden to their employers• 58 

In ffovember, 1871, a bill was introduced in the Spanish 

Cortes for emancipation of slaves in Puerto Klco* The Cuban 

slaveholders, anticipating the vigorous agitation of the 

question, were represented by zealous and able agents, pro* 

vided with ample means to obtain aid in the j a s well 

as in the legislature, to defeat the passage of any furhte* 

measure of enfranchisement « The League of Madrid and the 

provincial journals were formed with the avowed object of 

opposing the "filibusters and internationalists* but it was 

believed by many that the real business of that association 

was to maintain slavery in the Antilles at all hazards and 

at whatever cost. The United States knew full well that the 

laws for emancipation were being blocked at every turn, and 

President Grant noted it In his fourth annual message, but 

stated that it was a step in the right direction# In August, 

1872, the King of Spain signed regulations for the execution 

of the Moret Law* This act, in reality, hurt the cause for 

Spain in Cuba, where It snapped the strongest tie between the 

mother country and the wealthy planters who found it no longer 

advantageous to support the crown. 

MehaJ?de©»| g£* clt«. TO, 
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The regulations which mm for the enforcement of the 

Moret Lev hart many citizens of the United State s as much m 

those of Spain* In his previously Mentioned message, Presi* 

dent Grant told Congresss 

I desire to direct your attention to the fact 
that cltia$ns of the United States are large holders 
in foreign lands of this species of property, forbid* 
den by the fundamental lav of their alleged country# • 
1 recommend to Congress to preside stringent legis-
lation to a suitable remedy against the holding. 
crvning) or being interested in slave property f in 
foreign lands, either as owners, hirers, or aort-
gagert| by the citizens of the United States# 59 

Again, in his message the following year, 1872, he saldi , " 

I cannot doubt that the continued aalntenanee 
of slavery In Cuba is among the strongest inducements 
to the contlnuande of this strife* A terrible 
wrong is the natural cause of a terrible evil. The 
abolition of slavery**«eould not fall to advance the 
restoration of peace and order* 

Deeply impressed with the conviction that the 
continuance of slavery is one of the aost active 
causes of the continuance of the unhappy condition 
in Cuba* I- regret to believe that citizens of the 
United States, or those claiming to be such, are 
large holders in Cuba of whet is there claiaed to 
be property, but which is forbidden and denounced 
by the lavs of the United States* They are thus, 
In defiance of our own laws , contributing' to the 
continuance of this distressing and sickening con-
test* 60 

Early in 1873 a new republican government was set up in 

Spain and one of the first acts was to abolish slavery In the 

island of Puerto Rico* Next, several thousand persons il-

legally held as slaves in Cuba were released* Finally, the 

59 60 
ima* ib;id.. p* 189* 
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Captain-General of Cuba was deprived of the power to set 

aside the orders of M s superiors at Madrid, a power he imi 

held since 1825* These liberal steps were violently opposed 

by the reactionary slaveholders of Havana «ho were "vainly 

striving to stay the march of ideas which has terminated ' 
61 

slavery in Christendom, Cuba only excepted*" The action • 

taking the power out of the hands of the Captain-General was 

a major step toward reform because, in the past, that of- ; 

ficial had had the final say on laws passed by the Cortes, 

due .to his distance from that body. Then too,'the Volunteers 

who were the chief defenders of the institution of slavery, 

had practiced a gread deal ©f influence on Ma•and were able 

to have their Mmls catered to* 

The policies of President Grant were upheld by Secretary 

Fish in a letter to Caleb Cashing, in Madrid, on February 6t 

187*« • 1 -. • • 
While the attentipn of this government is fixed on 
Cuba*»»we cannot §ofbear to reflect, #*»tl»t the 
existence of slave-labor in Cuba, and its influence 
over the feelings and interests of the peninsular 
Spaniards, lie at the foundation of all the calam-
ities which now afflict the island«»«Zt cannot 
long continue in Cuba environed as that island is 
by the eonsaunities of emancipated slaves in the 
other West India islands and in the United States* 

Whether it shall be put to an end by the voluntary 
act of the Spanish government, by domestic violence, 
or by the success of the revolution of Yara, or by 

61 
Ibld»f p, 2k0* 
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what other possible ore ana Is one of tha grave prob~ 
leas of th® situation, of hardly less Interest to 
tha United States than the independence of Cuba* 62 

fh# Insurrection continued In its intensity until the 

nations of the world, and especially the United States, began 

to look to Spain to bring about a cessation of the hostilities* 

Because the United States took a lead in this concern, and 

appeared to be entertaining designs for intervention,' ttot 

government in Spain wrote to President Grant asking his ideas 

on what should be done concerning the Cuban question* The 

answer included! 

lot merely gradual and genuine, but rapid eaanclpa* 
tion of the slaves, because the government of His 
Majuasty recognises and unreservedly proclaims that 
slavery neither can nor ought to be maintained in 
any of its dosdnions. by reason of its being an 
anti-Christian institution and opposed to present 
civilisation# 6$ 

In return President Grant received a letter from the 

Spanish Minister of State, Calderon y Callantes, statingt 

But for the insurrection, there would not now have 
been for some time a single slave In the island 
of Cuba, but at the present time, the negroes and 
smlattoes constituting one of the principal ele-
ments of the insurrection, their freedom would be, 
even in the judgment of those aost opposed to 
slavery, a very grave peril, not only for Spanish 

62 
Efiislsa ItelftttTO S5C i&S §*« iWti P' 861. 

63 
Sen* Ex* Doc*, ££* cl.t*. p* 121# 
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rule fop all the Spaniards and Cubans faithful 
to the metropolis, but also for the whole white 
race of the island, 6*f 

So now the Spanish government was blaming the insurgents 

for the continuance of slavery and claiming that iauaediate 

emancipation would only loose the blacks to terrorize the 

white race and gain control of the island* 

Late in l873f a decree was published in Madrid announc-

ing the visit of the Minister of Ultramar to Cuba and Puerto 

Rico in an attempt to discover means to solve the financial 

problems and the problem of slavery which demanded an urgent 

solution, and thereby end the insurrection* A short while 

later, President Grant received a memorial addressed to him 

by Fernando da Castro, President of the Spanish Abolition 

Society, in which he was asked to Intervene for the sake of 

humanity, and to which he repliedt 

While abstaining from interference#•»the contiguity 
of some of the possessions of Spain to the terri~ 
tory of the Union has made the continued tolerance 
of slavery in one of them an object of solicitude 
to the people in the United States*•.sympathizing 
in every effort to remove the blot and scourge of 
slavery from the face of the e a r t h , P r e s i d e n t 
hopes that for the attainment of these ends no prop* 
er exhortations will be spared by the friends of 
freedom in Spain, where they must prove more potent 
and efficacious there than they can be in the United 
States# 65 

Xfcifi., p. 157» 

65 
Foreign Relations the jg« lS7^» p« §M§« 
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By 1076j the abolition of slavery was admitted by all 

to to© a necessity* Spain freely admitted the political ex-

pediency of abandoning her old colonial system, but blamed 

predatory bands of runaway blacks, engaged in the work of 

Incendiarism and devastation keeping all the social forces 

of the island devoted to self-defense, as the only obstacle 

to the introduction into the island of radical reform#* She 

was afraid that if the slaves were emancipated at this time, 

mny of them would take to the mountains as maroons and be* 

cone additional agents of disorder and bloodshed* Those 

favoring emancipation pointed to the success of abolition 

in Puerto Rio© where it had, m the whole* been successful, 

except to the planter who stood a bad chance of being paid 

for his slaves, and where the tranquility of that place 

proved it had been honestly and intelligently carried out* 

They were answered that slavery could never be accomplished 

in a place suffering the conditions which Cuba was undergoing* 

Affairs began to go aore rapidly by early 1878* It was 

quite apparent that the capitulation of the insurgents would 

be but a natter of time* By this time the island was in a 

complete state of devastation—plantations were ruin, loot-

in# rampant, and the disorder and lack of organization which 

had been an advantage to the insurgents in the early stages 

of the war now began to tell on them# On the third day of 

March, 1878, a decree of the General-in~Chief of the Aray 

of operations in the Island was inserted in the Havana 
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Odette and gives wide publication. The article guaranteed 

the freedom of all slaves who were in the ranks of the in-

surgents on the 10th of February, and who surrendered before 

the 31st of Kerch, l8?S« The decree caused a great many 

liberated slaves to leave the ranks of the insurgents, di-

minishing the army of the republic to a greet extent* 

The revolt ended the same year, and by the Treaty of 

Zanjon the Spanish government was committed to very prompt 

and comprehensive Measures in respect to slavery. The Spanish 

king1s speech to the new Cortes, June 1, 1879, included* 

"Among these new projects, the first place will be given to 

those intended to solve the social question of the island 

of Cuba, hastening the day of the complete extinction of 
66 

slavery in accordance with principles already established** 

66 
MSUt 1822, P* 



CHAPTER IT 

COMMERCIAL RSUTX0ff8 

It has been pointed oat that Cuba was the object of a 

great deal of interest to the United States dost prior to the 

Civil far between the states. There was a great deal of 

speculation as to what should become of the island—whether 

it should remain with Spain, become an independent repukli«, 

or be annexed to the United States# Whatever iaay have been 

the difference of opinion as to what should be done, there 

was general agreement as to what should not be done* Cuba 

should not be permitted to fall into the hands of Great 

Britain or France* The menace was believed to be much 

greater with Cuba in the hands of either of these powers 
1 

than in the hands of a waning power such as Spain. 

Political considerations made Cuba a matter of deep 

concern to American statesmen. The question of slavery was 

prominent as were other political issues; but hardly less 

important, especially in the eyes of toerican businessmen, 

were the economic considerations. American interests in 

Cuba, immediately prior to the revolution had changed from 

slavery to commercial. 

1 
Phillip G. Wright, S M SBkfiS M M £££&&/ 

MMMm&t P« 7. 
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The Island of Cuba was truly the "Pearl of the Antilles.* 

Cuba is about 770 ailes long with an average width of 40 

miles totalling about 31,468 square miles of fertile soil. 

the island is characterised by a genial climate and many 

fine porta which sake it a natural for trade and commerce. 

Two thirds of the island is susceptible to culture, making 

it ideal for the plantation system that has arisen there# 

The trade between the United States and Cuba has been 

astounding froa the start* By 1855 the imports froa Cuba 

totaled $31,216,000, and the exports to the island totaled 

$34,803,000.2 

In January, 1859j in an attempt to influence the 

United States toward acquisition of the island, Secretary 

of State Slidell reported! 

Today, with its increased population and wealth, it is 
fair to presume that, were Cuba annexed to the United 
States, with the stimulus afforded by low prices, her 
annual consumption of our flour would be £00,000 bar-
rels; of our lard, 25,000,000 pounds; of our beef, 
20,000,000, pounds, and of our pork, the most solid 
and nutritious food for the laborer, 10,000,000 pounds. 
The sarae ratio of increase would be exhibited in our 
whole list of exports....The Spanish flag, deprived of 
the advantage of discriminating duties of tonnage and 
impost, would soon abandon a competition which it could 
not sustain on equal terms, and the whole carrying trade, 
foreign and domestic, would fall into the hands of our 
enterprising aerchants.... 

With all the disadvantages under which we now 
labor, the American vessels entering the port of Havana 

2 
Senate Documents, ¥. XXT, "Compilation of Reports of 

Coaualttee on Foreign Relations, 1739-1901," Y. Ill, p. 30. 
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alone last year numbered 958, with a tonnage of 403,479* 
To what figure will this be extended when oars shall 
be the national flag of Cuba? 3 

Secretary Slidell failed in his attempt to have the island 

annexed, but succeeded in arousing the interest of the nation 

in the importance of Cuba as a coaaercial prize. The Civil 

War in the United States caused the trade with Cuba to de-

crease and a change in interest in regard to the annexation. 

However, trade began to revive immediately after the 

conflict between the North and the South ended. The trade 

with Cuba was carried on under oppressive and discriminat-

ing laws of the Spanish, and, despite these obstacles, grew 

to enormous proportions. 

During the period fro® i860 to 1867 the trade had de-

clined slightly. The domestic export trade of the United 

States to Cuba in i860 was $11,700,000-, in 1367, *10,200,000. 

The import trade for the same two years was $34,000,000 and 

4 

$39,000,000, respectively. The import trade to the United 

States from Cuba for the year, i860, was exceeded only by , 

the import trade to the United States from France and Great 

Britain, Including England, Scotland, and Ireland. The trade 

with Cuba made up the largest part of the total trade 

3 
M M * * V* 81* 

4 
Hmml M m ! st £b& sL Im&m 21 

Statistics* I M Z T p - xsxv. 
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between the United States and Spain and compared with the 

direct trade of the ©other country as followsi 

Years Imports of Cuba and Spain to United States 

Cuba Spain 

i860 $34,000,000 4.3,000,000c 
1867 39,000,000 3,100,000? 

The Importance of the island to both the United States 

and Spain can readily be seen* The iaportanee of Cuba to 

the United States consisted of its varied Interests there 

and the large amount of commerce$ the importance of the 

island to the mother country was due to the large amounts 

of revenae extracted from foreign countries—especially the 

United State8—on trade with Cuba* 

In 1859» the Government at Madrid had passed laws regu-

lating commerce and trade with foreign countries# These laws 

were discriminating and extremely hard on the trading nations* 

After a time, the laws were allowed to lag, and trade In-

creased. However, in November, 1868, new laws were passed 

which replaced those of 1859, and which were more stringent 
6 

in that they were to be strictly enforced. The rules and 

regulations concerning captains and supercargoes of Spanish 

and foreign vessels engaged in importing goods to licensed 

ports of the island of Cuba included! 

^Ibid>. p. Ixi. 

6 
^ f a p M l IfAlMfM M M I M l l i li23» Part 2, 

PP. 933-934. 
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(1) 411 captains and supercargoes of vessels hailing 

front foreign ports and engaged lit the Importing trade to 

the island were obliged to deliver the statement of cargoes, 

certified by the Spanish consul, and also the general mani-

fest of the cargo, without any corrections* These should 

contain the name of the captain and vessel, its nationality, 

the number of Spanish tons, the port from whence she sailed* 

the number of bales, packages* and every other article eon-* 

posing the cargo, with their respective marks, numbers, and 

the class of goods, the names of the shippers and consignees 

of the goods. It was absolutely forbidden to make any ad-

dition or alteration on the manifest or statement of cargo* 

Any difference between the statement of cargo and the mani-

fest would be punishable according to regulation* 

( 2 ) The captains and supercargoes of vessels which had 

to enter in distress were required to deliver a Manifest of 

their cargo in the same manner as those engaged in the im-

porting trade. 

(3) If the captain of a vessel was obliged, by stress 

of weather, or any other unforeseen cause,, to throw away any 

portion of the cargo overboard, he was required to state on 

his manifest the quantity, the number of packages, class 

and kinds, and show his log-book at the customs house to 

prove his declarations to be true* 

(4) If the captain did not immediately present the state-

ment of cargo and the manifest, he was subject to a fine of 

$500. 
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(5) In. case of corrections or alterations in either, or 

both, he was liable to trial on charges of forgery* 

(6) If the cargo came up short (even one package), fraud 

was charged and a fiao of $200 was placed on each missing 

pseicage* 

(?) Should a vessel discharge merchandise of any 

quantity, large or small, in a port not open to general coa-

merce, the vessel and the merchandise would be confiscated* 

(3) If the fines placed on coaptains and vessels were 

not paid, the vessels were seized and held until the fines 

were paid# -

Complaints were received early after the above rales 

and regulations were Issued, especially in regard to the 

minute requirements as to the manifests of cargoes* It 

was recognized that Spain had the right to pass any regula-

tions regarding importations into Cuba; but it was felt by 

the United States to be in the interest of commerce that 

honest traders be protected from abuse and fraud* The er-

rors which were found in manifests were accounted for by 

the difference in languages and were accidental* !i'he United 

States Department of State felt that the revenue laws of 

Cuba did not provide an equitable and summary relief in the 

oases where fines were iaposed# and Secretary of State 

Seward notified Mr* Hale to bring the matter to the atten-

7 
tion of the Spanish government at Madrid* 

I S X M m foslaftlofla of . the k*fr»» i.86By pt*2, p* 8* 
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At the sasae time, the Cuban officials required a bond 

on all colored persons arriving on board United States ves~ 

sals. These bonds made it impossible for these colored 

people to go ashore while anchored in ports of the island* 

This rale was held by the United States to he unjust and 

discriminatingj but the Spanish officials did not want fvm 

negroes to come in contact with the slaves of the island* 

Immediately prior to the outbreak of the revolution in 

Cuba, t.li© trade between the island and the United States had 

reached astounding figures. In regard to imports to the 

United States, I867, Cuba led the world in shipments of 

asphalfcum, wax and spermaceti, pineapples, plantains, 

bananas, cocoanuts, jellies of all kinds, honey, syrup and 

molasses, tobacco and manufactures of tobacco (cigars), 

sugar, and was high on the list in many other products needed 

by the United States. The trade with Cuba in regard to 

sugar was fabulous, In 1367, 595,676, 5*39 pounds of sugar 

were imported at three cents per pound, 39,219,353 poudds 

at 3l* cents per pound, and 7,269,467 pounds at 4 cents per 

pound. The first rates brought a total of $24,673,952, the 

second, $1,951,117, and the third, 4400f778, making a com* 
8 

1 

9 

8 
bined total of around $27,025,84-7. The total value of the 

sugar imported was $37,445,726.72, 

,'"ASfiSli Sg&fiEfe Si & & Riff,tfi,EPS 2l lS£S2U-Of Statistics* 
1867. p. 216. 

9 
Ibid., p. lxxii. 
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In the matter of exports to Cute from the United 

States in the same year, the island led the -world la import-

ing iron and steal by nearly two times its nearest competi-

tor. These products included nails, pig, sheet, and rail-

road bars. An idea of the extent of the exports to Cuba 

in 1-367 can be obtained from the following figures for that 

yeari 7,120 cattle at $90,085} 352,905 pounds of bone-black, 

and lamp black at $23,010; 175,379 pounds of bread at 

*16,665; 5,^33 barrels of Indian meal at $33*698, 17,3^0 

bushels of oats at $13,491} 269,972 pounds of rice at 

$13,945| 10,545 barrels of wheat at $124,379; and £214,079 

10 

worth of drugs and medicines. These are but a few products 

exported to Cuba, but were aaong the leading ones. 

The island led the world in Importing locomotives and 

coal from the United States and was second in importing 

bacon and hams. She also led the world in importing saddles, 

harness, bricks, lime, and cement. 

As if in preparation for the insurrection to follow 

shortly, Cuba was third in the world, which included more 

than 70 export places, in receiving cutlery, fire-arms, and 
11 

cannon; and fifth in receiving shipments of gunpowder. 

The overall total of exports to Cuba from the United 

States amounted to $14,171,835 in 1867 . The total exports 
10 11 

* PP. 1-4-3. 
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to Spain including Cuba and the other colonies, was $21,814,054* 

showing the large portion of the Spanish trade with the United 
12 

States to be carried on by the island itself. 

Out of the 7^ areas of importation to the United States 

from all parts of the world, Cuba was second in 186?, led 

only by Groat Britain. 

By the tiiaa the 1863 revolution broke out, large hold-

ings in Cuba were in the hands of Americans. These holdings, 
v 

coupled with the rising commerce, made the question of the in-

surrection one of prime importance to the United States. 

The trade with Cuba and the interests of citizens of 

the United States at once suffered from the insurrection. The 

Spanish officials became more demanding in regard to the 

commercial relations and the properties of many of the citizens 

of the United States were embargoed. 

In 1370, Secretary Fish stated! 
Whatever may be the result of the pending contest in 
Cuba, it appears to be the belief of soae of the lead-
ing statesmen in Spain, that the relations which now 
exist between the island and the mother country cannot 
be long continued. It is understood that the resources 
for carrying on the struggle have been supplied mainly 
from Cuba, by the aid of that portion of the popula-
tion which does not desire to see its political desti-
nies intrusted to the persons who direct the movements 
of the insurgentsj but it does not follow that its 
political relations with %aia are to remain unchanged 

12 
Ibid. 

13 
See Chapter II. 
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or that even the party which Is now dominant in the 
island will wish to forever continue colonists. 

With the Spanish islands of Cuba anc! Porto Rico 
w# maintain, in spite of their adverse legislation, a 
lar?e comraerce by reason of our necessities and of 
their proximity* In the year ending June 30, 1869» 
we imported from them merchandise valued at $65,609, 
274. During the saae time we sent them goods to the 
value of only $15,313>919. 

The prohibitory duties forced upon them by the 
policy of Spain shut out much that we might supply. 
Their tropical productions, for Instance, are too val-
uable to allow their lands to be given up to the growth 
of breadstuff®! yet, instead of taking these articles 
from the superabundant fields of their nearest neigh-
bors, they are forced to go to the distant plains of 
Spa Iru 14 

In the above statement Secretary Fish summarized the situa-

tion regarding the commercial relations between Cuba and 

Spa in and the United States during the Ten Years' War. 

The Spanish policy of oppressive and discriminating 

revenues had a twofold purpose. On one hand the high duties 

served to keep down commercial relations between Cuba and 

nations other than the mother country to a certain extent. 

On the other hand, the high revenues amounted to a source 

of payment for the cost of the insurrection in the island. 

As long as the revolt continued, it would have been suicide 

for Spain to lower the tariffs in Cuba. 

During the first year of the revolt, the Captain-General 

endeavored to win the favor of many of the Cuban wealthy by 

issuing a proclamation which declared important concessions 

14 
Sen. Ex. Doc., 112, 41st Cong., 2d Session, p. 9. 
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la tax regulations# A 50 p«r cent reduction was made la the 

direct taxation on plantations, on cattle, a&d on country 

real ©state. However, these concessions were more than 

nullified by new duties) on muscovado sugar, if shipped under 

the flag of Spain, a tax of 16 cents a hundred weight, while 

shipment under a foreign flag called for an additional 4 cent 

duty? on boxed sugar shipped under the Spanish flag, a tax 

of 75 cents a box, while if under a foreign flag, 12 cents 

additional^ on every hogshead of sugar shipped under the flag 

of Spain a tax of $1,00, and if under a foreign flag, 75 

15 

cents additional. fhe discriminating duties against products 

under foreign flags was characteristic of the Spanish tariff 

regulations and were a source of friction in the commercial 

relations with the United States# 

About this time President Grant expressed his thoughts 

toward one of the islands of the Caribbean, and he might 

well have been speaking of Cuba* The island, or the republic 

of Ian Domingo, was being considered for annexation by the 

United States. Concerning this, the president stated* 
The acquisition of San Domingo is desirable be-

cause of Its geographical position. It coaiaands the 
entrance to the Caribbean Sea and the Isthmus tran-
sit of Commerce. It possesses the richest soil, 
best and most capacious harbors, most salubrious 
climate, and the most valuable products of the 
forest, mine, and soil of any of the West India 

15 
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Islands* Its possession by us will in a few years 
"build tip a coastwise coiasierce of iiaiaense aiagnitude, 
which will I© far toward restoring to us our lost 
merchant marine. It will give to us those articles 
which we consume so largely and do not produce, thus 
equalizing our exports and imports. In case of for-
eign war it will give us command of all the islands 
referred to, and thus prevent an enemy ever again 
possessing hiaself of rendezvous upon our very coast. 

For each of the reasons given as a cause of acquisition of 

San Domingo, the Island of Cuba was even more important. 

By 1873, the situation in regard to the Spanish tariff 

regulations had not changed. In March of that year atten-

tion of the Spanish government was once again called to the 

onerous burdens placed on trade of the United States by 

reasons of fines laposed by custoa authorities of Cuba* A 

remedy was desired by ship-owners In the United States* 

Spanish law required that a vessel bound for a Cuban 

port make out a manifest of cargo which was to be certified 

by the Spanish consul residing at, or nearest to, the port 

of loading. On arrival in Cuba, if examination of the cargo 

showed a difference between the packages and the weights, the 

vessel was fined while the goods escaped all responsibility. 

Although the generis class of the goods was stated on the 

manifest, in compliance with the requirements of the Spanish 

law, and the manifests accepted and certified by the Spanish 

consul, the vessel was often fined for not stating the specific 

class.^ 

•^"Foreign Halations c£ Sa&foal iSfi£SS» UIZSj P« 7• 

^Foreign Relations g£ the United SSSSSS» JLSZJt Pt*2» 
p. 932. 
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The ship owners were entirely dependent on shippers of 

cargoes for required information (weights, values, contents) 

fro® which t© sake out Manifests and irresponsible parties 

often gave erroneous descriptions of their part of a cargo, 

resulting in fines imposed on vessels at times greatly in 

excess of the freight. Customs authorities at various ports 

in Cuba placed different constructions on laws relative to 

vessels and aaalfests of the same, and fines were imposed in 

one port for stating something in the manifest and Imposed in 

another port for omitting that particular item. The captains 

were only Informed of fines imposed on their ships when they 

attempted to clear them at the custom-house. Thus, the captain 

had to pay the fines or detain his vessel indefinitely while 

contesting the fine* 

It was practically impossible for American vessels to 

clear for Cuban ports without being fined. In cases where 

fines were imposed, an appeal to the superior authorities at 

Havana was permitted on payment of the fines under protest; 

but unless the amount of fine was excessive, the delay oc-

casioned by the detention of the vessel would exceed in nost 

cases the aaount of such fine, even if recovered. The ob-

jections made by American ship owners were felt by the United 

States to be reasonable, moderate, and just# The State De~ 

pertinent becan endeavoring to secure modifications and changes 

and secure similar action on the part of British, German, and 
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18 
Swedish and Norwegian governments. 

The fines were particularly embarrassing to the trade 

between the United States and Cuba. Most of the fines wore 

placed upon a captain or vessel for not hating manifested 

tiie Spanish tonnage. On one occasion, the brig Amos Jg» 

Roberta was fined $25 because the manifest expressed the 

exact number of Spanish tons to be 151.50, but in the 
19 

manifest at Hew Orleans, the same tonnage was given as 150.51* 

One vessel was fined for not stating specifically the types 

of hoops being imported to Cuba from the United States when 

only one type was made. The consul of the United States at 

Jfetaaias showed 115 American vessels fined at that port aloa® 
on 

between lovember 9$ 1869, and December, 1867. 

However, the customs and fines were necessary to the 

Spanish government, whose finances were in bad shape. Huge 

loans had been floated under guarantee of the customs-

fevenues of the island and aade it necessary for the Spanish 

to Maintain the stringent regulations* In 1874, General 

Sickles described the condition of the Spanish finances to 

Secretary Fish as* 
k mass of liabilities, constituting what is 

called the 'floating debt,' and amounting to sore 
than a hundred million dollars.... 

In truth, the public credit of this country is 
now lower than that of any other nation. It is 
nevertheless proposed to assume payment of some 

13 19 20 
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fifty millions of dollars or the notes of the Bank 
of Havana, issued to the authorities la Cuba and 
disbursed by them during the past five years, in 
addition to the enormous revenue raised fro® the 
island. You will remember that last year an at-
tempt was «sd« to fund this amount in 8 per cent. 
bonds issued on account of the Cuban treasury. 4 
SBH.11 amount m m taken in Havana only, and the 
scheme was abandoned# Much elars is felt here lest 
the financial crisis in Cuba, of which this large 
sum of irredeemable paper is the Immediate cause, 
aay yet more seriously hinder the government la 
. its efforts to put down the insurrection. * • .21 

General Sickles also attempted to aid the government at 

Madrid in solving the problem of the financial crisis in 

the island and the means of improving its revenues by a more 

liberal commercial policy. He pointed out that the large 

exports of flour, grain, and meat from the peninsula to 

European markets proved that Spain was able to compete with 

the United States and Russia in agricultural productions. 

It followed therefore, that the large advantage given to this 

class of Spanish products «aa a monopoly from which a few 

traders profited to the prejudice of general interests. Those 

privileges were especially injurious to the Cuban revenues, 

burdensome to consumers, and without benefit to the home pro-

ducers. He also pointed out the discriminating duties were 

injurious to the island because if they were removed or re-

duced, American flour entering Cuban ports and paying a 

moderate duty would yield a large sum annually to the Spanish 

treasury. The high discriminating duties excluded competition 

21 ' ------------
yorf»lm Si J&g S s M M States* 1874, pp.345-6. 
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and was therefore burdensome to consumers. Also, the market 

price was that of the peninsula, regulated by demand in 
22 

Europe, not Cuba, so the Spanish farmer was hurt. 

By 1874, the situation remained unchanged. In January 

or that year, the Spanish government abolished an export 

tax known as the port and marine police dues. This tax had 

never been strictly enforced, but had been the cause of 

serious complaint and reclamation by Spanish and foreigner. 

The next year, President Grant stated* 
The protracted continuance of this strife ser-

iously affects the interests of ail commercial na-
tions, but those of the United States more then 
others, by reason of close proximity, its larger 
trade and intercourse with Cuba, and the frequent 
and Intimate personal and social relations which 
have grown up between its citizens and those of 
the island* Moreover, the property of our citizens 
in Cuba is large, and is rendered insecure and de-
preciated in value and in capacity of production by 
the continuance of the strife and the unnatural mode 
of its conduct, 23 

She government in Washington was not the only agent seek-

ing a solution to the problem and an alleviation of the strict 

tariff laws. A treaty ©f ce«aeree between the United States 

and the King of the Hawaiian Islands was completed and scared 

the Spanish* An article in the October 1, 1874 La gp*cat 

Madrid, pointed out that the population of the United States 

increased 21.67 per cent during a nine-year period from 

22 
Ibid*f p. 848* 

23 
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1867 to 1875, but that tfc« consumption of sugar increased 

68*22 per cent, shewing the Importance of this question to 

all sugar-producing countries. The articles continued! 

Well, then; in 187/, when the United States 
consumed, according to official statistics, 
787.94I tons of sugar, our island of Cubs exported 
thither 5*5*395 tons, and Puerto Rico 55,011* that 
is 600,336 between the two, or 76.17 per cent of 
the total consumption of those states, 24 

It was pointed out further that Louisiana accounted for 10*66 

per cent of the total United States consumption and Hawaii 

helped account for 13.17 per cent? but that the free trad® 

with the Hawaiian islands would pose a serious threat. The 

paper felt the solution lay in helping the government end 

the war in Cuba and in a measure of an international charac-

ter which would be mutually advantageous to the commerce 

of Spain and the United States* This idea did not receive 

popular support, however, and was abandoned* 

The burden of the excessive and increasing exactions 

from vessels in foreign trade with the Spanish Antilles was 

becoming unbearable to shippers from the United States* The 

question was also complicated by the intricate requirements 

of the insular customs and the ruinous penalties for slight 

breaches of the rules* 

One particular grievance of the United States was the 

excess tonnage tax. Vessels entering the port of Havana were 

24 
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taxed frora $1.30 to $1*35 per ton; but the same vessels were 

taxed only thirty cents per ton in the Halted States- The 

aggregate sums for the tax during 1376, for eighteen vessels, 

was $8,93*«93 at Havana, and $190.83 at the United States, or 

a ratio of $4-6.83 to $1.00*2;> Spanish vessels entering the 

United States were not required to carry any document 

authenticated by a United States consular agent, but American 

vessels were required to carry the papers signed by the 

Spanish consular agents and were therefore subjected to 

enormous fines* 

Toward the end of the insurrection, the trade relation# 

had become better. The Spanish requirement for re-ad-

raeasurement was lifted in regard to Cuba* Reductions were 

begun on tariffs (sugar was reduced from 22*50 to 17*50 

pesetas per hundred kilogram^ A reciprocal trade agree-

ment was reached between the United States and Spain which 

stipulated that only thirty cents per ton would be charged 

by the United States on Spanish vessels if no higher duties 
3>6 

were charged on American vessels In Spanish ports*"" 

In a sense the insurrection did not hurt the commerce 

of the United States except slightly. Commerce actually In-

creased each year during the Ten Years1 War* The coaplaint 

M M m M i s d §l§Mg> 1 M * p. 76*. 

26 
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of the United States was that the war prevented the commerce 

from increasing even more. The real wealth and balk of the 

population was in the western section of the island and 

scarcely suffered from the insurrection. The insurgents could 

not easily raise western plantations and the sugar estates 

increased to 1070 in the western department, 102 in the 

27 

central, and 200 in the eastern. 

The import and export figures between the United States 

and Cuba for the year 1877 give some ides of the increase 

during the insurrection when compared with the figures 

quoted for the year, 1867. Some of the leading exports to 

Cuba were* 27,388 cattle at $4-39,969; 1*9,330 pounds of 

bone black at $5|100| 241, 269 pounds of bread at $26,408} 

1,905 barrels of Indian meal at $7*302? 52,655 bushels of 

oats at $23,601j 91,122 barrels of wheat at $628,842} and 
AD 

drugs and medicines totalling $152,895. Cuba was still one 

of the leading recipients of iron and steel, though not first* 

In imports to the United States Cuba was still first in sugar, 

amounting to 926,163,842 pounds at $52,702,160, first in 

molasses, 21,012, 302 pounds at $5,302,975? first in tobacco, 

7,319,016 pounds at $3,640,521; and first in cigars, 517,537 
27 « 

Senate Documents, 56th Cong., 2d Sess., V.XX¥,"(io®-
pnation*of Reports of Committee on Foreign Relations, 1789-
1901f

 w p. 435. 
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29 

pounds at $1,968,339, The total imports from Cuba 

8 noun tad to .$67*699 >299 5 those from all of the Spanish posses* 

slons Including Cute, $82,825*021? ami those from Spain her-

self, $3,280,836. The island, after ten bloody years, was 

still second only to Kngland in trade with the United States* 

Trade with the island had increased even though the rules 

and regulations placed on eomaeree by Spain were still harsh 

and discriminating* In June, 1878, a law of estimates and 

appropriations was passed which added to the tariff laws# 

This law included the following articles* 
Article 35* The government is hereby authorized 
to iapose an additional tax on laport-dutiea and 
on those of navigation for the products, vessels, 
and exports of those countries which may in any 
way especially prejudice our vessels and our eos-
aeree* 
Article 36* The governaent is likewise empowered 
to impose an additional charge upon the import-
duties of American and Asiatic products coming 
directly froa foreign depots* 31 

In regard to these laws and the application of them, Spain 

even went so far as to state* wThe reductions of duties 

which may result fro® the rectification of the customs 

tariffs shall only be applied to the products and exports 

of the nations which concede t© Spain the treatment of the 
32 

most favored nation*" 

29Ibid.. p. 23, 3°Jbld. 

-^Department of State* 
P. 518* 

32 
Ibid., p. 506. 
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By 1379, the situation had become unbearable to shipping 

interests in the United States* Attention was called to the 

Spanish government of extraordinary taxes on Aaerican citizens 

in. the island—taxes which German citizens were exerapted tvcm* 

•*ha same year, in an effort to have the tariff system 

ievised to provide for negotiating liberal reciprocity treaties 

with various countries whose trade was desirable, Mr# Caldwell 

of Tennessee, reported to the United States House of Bepre-

seatstiv#s« 

fe desire, and should have, a large share of the 
couwaeree of Saint Domingo and Cuba.... 

The negotiations of such treaties would develop 
production largely in those countries, furnish us a 
aarket for our surplus production, and give a vast 
impulse to our shipping interests, now languishing 
and sadly in need of encouragement. Though the in-
surrection that lasted several years has ended, and 
Spanish authority seens fully restored over the 
island, it is incredibl# that the Spanish element, 
one tenth of the population, can long continue a 
domination so hateful sad galling to the balance of 
the people. The issue aust again and yet again m m 
«p until the last of Spanish dependencies in the lew 
World drop froa the withered parent stem.*.•I cannot 
fret ay self, Sir. Speaker, from the conviction that 
at no very distant day a difficult problem in rela-
tion to Cuba will be presented to this country for 
soluttouf involving the question ©r its ilewptri* 
tion by purchase or conquest or voluntary accession 
into our great system. 33 

The Cuban tariff at this tisie classified imports under 

four heads and applied discriminating duties to each. These 

were* 

•HI, Ft. 3, p 
Cong., 3rd Sess., Vol. 
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(1) Spanish productions Imported ia Spanish vessels. 

(2) Spanish productions imported in foreign vessels* 

(3) Foreign productions imported in Spanish vessels. 

(4) Foreign productions imported in foreign vessels. 

Jhe way in which the duties were applied according to the four 

classifications is best illustrated by an example. 

A barrel of flour of Spanish production imported into 

the island in Spanish vessels paid a duty of $2#25* f£he sea© 

product : imported in a foreign vessel paid $4.50, or double• 

Foreign flour in a Spanish vessel Imported from any country 

but the United States paid $4,691. f£he same product imported 
34 

in a foreign vessel paid $5«5>0. fhs last named duty was im-

posed on flour imported directly froas the United States in 

all vessels. However, American flour imported via Canada in 

Spanish vessels paid a duty of $4«69i* Thus wheat flour im-

ported direct from the United States paid 145 per cent more 

duty than flour from Spain in Spanish vessels, and 17& per 

cent more than Canadian flour imported in Spanish vessels. 

to protect Spanish products in Cuba and give to Spanish 

vessels the carrying trade of the island, or the most lucra-

tive part of it, the policy of Spain was to exclude as far as 

possible from the markets of Cuba all importations not of 

Spanish production or manufacture, unless they were transported 

34 
Ifetf. 
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Is %aolsfe ships, and discrimination was heavier against the 

United States than, against any other nation. 

At -the same tirae, strangely enough, Spain Imposed higher 

duties than any other countries of the world on sugars. Sep 

dating on these products were 40 per cent acre than those of 

the United States, forcing Cuba to turn to the United States 

for a market which purchased three fourths of the total pro-

duction# Of 800,000 tons of sugar consuiaed annually by the 

United States? about 70 per cent eaae from Cuba, which con-

stituted about 80 per cent of the island's yield. This aiadt 

Cuba dependent on the United States as a market for her 

principal product. However, Spain demanded the sugar be 

paid for in gold, and not United States products* Of .store 

than seventy millions of dollars of products furnished by 

Cuba annually, only fifteen and one-half millions vers in 

35 

products and the balance in gold. The example of Cuba dis-

closed b very definite need for reciprocal trad® agre^sents 

if the United States were to continue its commercial rela-

tions with Spain. 

As late as 1801 Spanish officials were charging ten 

cents per ton on cargoes of all vessels clearing from an 

American port to any port of the island of Cuba* The chief 

objection was the maimer in which these charges were col-

lected—in advance and in an American port. The sfcaip was 

35 m At, 
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refused clearance until the impost was paid. The charges 

actually amounted to a clearance charge upon the ship in-

stead of an lap or t tax# The attention of the king of Spain 

wag invited to the matter and action was promised. 



CHAPTER ¥ 

LATER STAGES OP THE REVOLT* 

CONCLUSION 

The later stages of the revolt were little different 

from the early years* The inhumane practices on both sides 

continued| the Spanish held the seaports and the Cubans the 

lnteriorj and the United States continued its policy of 

watchful waiting. 8b change in American policy could be 

noted with each successive annual message of the President 

of the United States to Congress* For example, in M s 

third annual message, President Grant statedI 

It is to be regretted that the disturbed con-
dition of the Island of Cuba continues to be a source 
of annoyance and anxiety.* The existence of a pro-
tracted struggle in such close proxialty to our own 
territory, without apparent prospect of an early 
terolnation, can not be other than m object of con-
cern to a people who, while abstaining troa inter-
ference in the affairs of other powers, naturally 
desire to see every country in the undisturbed en~ 
joyaeat of peace. 1 

The following year he notedt 

It is with regret that I have again to announce 
a continuance of the disturbed condition of the island 
of Cuba. So advance toward the pacification of the 
discontented part of the population has been nade« 
MMle the Insurrection has gained no advantages and ex** 
hibits no more of the elements of power or of the pros-
pects of ultimate success than were exhibited a year 

1 
* * J

Tt/\M
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ago, Spain, on the other hand, has not succeeded In its 
repression, and the parties stand apparently in the mm 
relative attitude which they have occupied for a long 
time past* 2 

lo significant changes had been made in the insurrection 

as late even as the end of Grant * a second term, at which tia© 

he said to Congresst 

The past year has furnished no evidence of an ap~ 
proaching termination of the ruinous conflict which has 
teen raging for sewn years in the neighboring island of 
Cuba. Tkm same disregard of the laws of civilized war* 
fare and of the Just demands of humanity which ha® here-
tofore called forth expressions of condemnation free 
the nations.of Christendom has continued to blacken the 
sad BQ&xm* Desolation, ruin, arid pillage are pervading 
the rich fields of one of the most fertile and produc-
tive regions of the earth, and. the incendiary and torch, 
firing plantations and valuable factories and buildings, 
is the agent narking the alternate advance or retreat 
of contending parties,. 3 

In the above message, President Grant expressed doubt that 

Spain could subdue the insurrection, but at the saise tlae he 

also felt that m civil organization existed in Cuba which 

could be recognized as an independent government "capable of 

its International obligations and entitled to be treated as 

one of the powers of the earth«w The insurrection had al~ 

ready lasted seven bloody years, and still the insurgents 

were denied recognition, either as Independent or as 

belligerents* 

WlPlli, .& th£ M M ISaSffii 1672, I, viii* 

3 
Richardson, fig, £&&•, p. 336» 
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QM of the raost important factors in the denial was the 

position of the Cubans. They were entirely inland * Despite 

the terrific struggle they had waged for so aiany long years, 

they were still unable to bold any of the coastal towns for 

any.length of tint. . This position sad# It practically im-

possible for them to negotiate in any way with the nation®' of 

the world, $ m though many of these nations sympathized •' • 

heartily with the®# • 

After the long years of conflict there were still no 

appreciable changes or advance on either side# The latter 

half of the war found Cuba to have the appearance of a -v'.':'V 

scale* On one side were the Cuban insurgents, on the other, 

the folunteers. Between the two stood the Spanish troops# 

The Volunteers had arranged themselves away from the Spanish* 

They felt 'that the policies of the home government lad bcgfafr 

to be too lenient toward the revolters and demanded that re-

forms be withheld# . Spanish control over these Volunteers had 

lessened each year until it reached the point where there • •. 

were three definite sides in the revolt#' lad the Spanish ate* 

tempted reforais, the Volunteers would have opposed them. Had 

Spain not aoved toward reform, the Insurgents could not be 

placated• These three points of view were characteristic Of; 

the revolt to the last* 

President Grant saw little change in the revolt during 

his entire two-tern period as president* lb© last of M s 
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annual messages to Congress was very similar to the first, 

la regard to the revolt, even though eight years separated 

them* A Strang# situation, it becomes even more so when the 

Message of M s successor is noted, In this regard, President 

Hayes saidI 

Another year has passed without bringing to a 
close the protraoted oontest between the Spanish 
government and the insurrection in the island of 
Cuba* While the United States has sedulously ab-
stained from any Intervention in this contest, it 
is impossible not to feel that it is attended with 
the rights and interests of American citizens. $ 

Late in December, 1875, the Spanish government appointed 

General Joveliar to relieve General Count Valmaseda as the 

Captain-General of Cuba* Jovellar had been governor of the 

island from November, 1873, to April, 18?%f and during the 

tens of his administration he acquired a reputation of integ-

rity, as well as of Justice and humanity, and appeared to be 

possessed of a conciliatory spirit toward the Cubans, His 

appointment gave a general satisfaction to the State Depart-

ment at Washington# 

Events began to occur more rapidly# She Spanish were 

exasperated by the revolt and looked to the possibility of 

terminating it quickly. Consequently, General Martinet 

Campos was sent to the Island in 1876 to be §eneral-ln~0hief 

of the &rmy of Operations* There- was to be a complete sepa** 

ration of commands between the two offices, with Campos 

?ibid.. p. tea. 
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handling the military affairs, This was considered by the 

United States as being a definite step In the right direction* 

At the sas# time the government in Madrid contracted a 

loan of $15,000,000 to aid in the push against the Cubans, and 

began increased recruiting in an effort to reach 2^000 re* 
7 

placements fo* Cuba* 

By the middle of 1877, the government in Cuba both po-

litically and Militarily had become better organized and the 

physical strength had increased to the following t 
16 battalions of infantry 
50 battalions of cazadores 
2 battalions of unmounted artillery 
k battalions of gardesmobilas 
'1 battalion of engineers 
2 battalions of Havana militia 
1 battalion of freeamen 
3 battalions of disciplined colored militia 
b battalions of civil guards* 8 

These figures gave to the Spanish troops a total of 83 bat-

talions without counting militia forces employed on garrison 

duty, rangers (coatraguerrillas) and irregular forces# The 

strength of the battalions of cazadores ms 1,200 men each, 

and those of the line were 750 strong—^giving 72,000 mm as 

the nominal forces in those two arms of the service. An un-

derestimation of the numbers of the remaining organized 

6 

&£. Mml SlSiSffil &S&$SSi 12765 p. ̂ *7̂ * 
7Ibid. 
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battalions at 600 men each gave an additional 10,200 regulars 

and militia. The irregular troops were roughly estimated at 

9 

*f|000 more| giving a total of at least 86,200 men* 

The termination of the hostilities were popularly re-

garded as a Batter of course• General Campos had not only the 

advantages of prestige and confidence of the government, but 

also enjoyed the privilege, withheld from so many of those 

who preceded him, of having his calls for men, supplies and 

money promptly responded to. On the 22nd of April, 1878, a 

law was passed in Spain fixing the permanent army in the pen-

insula at 100,000 men and calling for the force of the army 

in the island of Cuba to be "that which may be considered 
necessary in order to complete the pacification of the said 

10 

Antilla," The law gave the attempt at immediate termina-

tion an added boost. 

By June 9, 1878, Mr. Dwight T» Reed, of the United States 

Legation in Madrid, notified Secretary of State Evarts that 

he had received word that peace had been definitely established 
11 

in the island of Cuba» The long awaited news was received 

in Madrid with great satisfaction by all parties* 

An article from the Gaceta de Madrid, June 8, 1878, told 

of the capitulation as followst 
9Ibld> 

1 0E9£Mlm M a t e m a£ M M S M s & > 1878, p, 788* 
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All the Insurgent chiefs have accepted the 
capitulation* the majority of the parties of the 
oriental section and of the Tunas having laid down 
their arms. The rest of them are concentrating in 
order to do likewise. It is not likely that any 
armed force will be left, but some isolated bandit-
ting may possibly exist. --

The war may be considered m terminated...# 

The above article was in the form of a telegram from Havana 

signed by General Joaquin Jove liar and General Mart trie 2 Campos* 

Immediately after word of pacification was heard, it was 

stated in a decree also published in the (laceta that General 

Jove liar had resigned as <$aptain»$enera 1 of Cuba and would 

become Secretary of War, and that General Campos was to be 

appointed as Captain-General of Cuba succeeding Joveliar# 

The insurrection ended with the signing of the Treaty at 
ft 

Z&njon, 

By I877 many of the original leaders of the revolt had 

died in battle, or had been captured and murdered by the enwayr* 

Foreigners, who knew nothing of early Ideals and original 

causes had replaced the Cuban patriots to fight against the 

Spanish. The island was be orating desolate, and ruined planta-

tions were covered with weeds* Many of the Insurgent forces 

had become bands of bandits and had forgotten why the fought• 

It seemed a time ripe for the use of proper diplomacy and 

Captain-General Campos was not lacking in this respect. On 

May 6, he Issued the following proclamation, which reads1 

12 
Ibid. 
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Article It From the date of this decree, all 
orders of banishment decreed gubernatively by this 
Government for political motives are hereby rescinded, 
and all proceedings now under way regarding the same 
are hereby overruled. 

Article II, The embargoes imposed gubernatively 
on insurgents who have presented or may present them-
selves for pardon before the termination of the war 
shall also be raised* There will, however, be ex-
cepted fro® the favor of diserabargo the property of 
backsliding insurgents and that of the leaders of the 
insurrection, in respect to which this General Govern-
ment will adopt the measure it deems aost convenient, 
according to the special circumstances of each case* 

Article III. The property, embargoed gubernatively 
of the disloyal <*infideates1) who have since died 
shall also be released from embargo, and delivered 
unto their lawful heirs, if these remain faithful to 
the Spanish nation. 

Article IV. The property referred to in the two 
preceding articles once returned, its owners or holders 
shall not sell, assign, transfer or burden it in any 
manner until two years after the official publication 
of the complete pacification of the island. 

Article V. The proceeds of property before its 
return shall be considered as applied toward the ex-
penses of the war. unless otherwise provided for? 
and its owners without any right to sake reclamation 
of any nature whatsoever* 

Article VI. None of those whose property has 
been released fro® embargo shall either have the 
right to make reclamation for any loss or injury 
that may have been suffered by the property or ob-
ject returned the®# 

Artiole VII. To assist as far as possible in 
the return of said property, this Government will 
authorise the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors 
of the island to effect the same in each case, to 
those comprised in this decree, whose property is 
situated within their respective jurisdictions... 
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Article flit The judicial proceedings actually 
under way agalast infidentes shall be forwarded un-
til overruledi or judged, as my result In law* 

, Article IX# Concerning the property adjudged to 
the State, lay sentence of competent tribunals, M s 
Majesty*s Government will decide in due time what* 
ever it my dee® aost convenient* 

Article X* The requisite orders shall be Issued 
through the office of the Secretary of this General 
Government* that the foregoing articles shall he duly 
complied with by whoa it may concern* 13 

It was felt that the decree would he effective in inducing 

the revolutionists to lay down their aras and perhaps seek 

the protection of the crown# The desired effects were 

achieved* Many of the Cuban leaders surrendered as early 

as October, 18??* Fighting continued, however, and once 

again Campos resorted to diplomacy* In Jlovember, he issued 

another decree providing! 

,..All estates ruined during the war, and in the 
way of reconstruction, shall be fret from contri-
butions for five years, fro® the date of the de-
cree* Ivery new state and all new property acquired 
in cities or villages of the central and oriental 
departments will have the same privilege# 411 in-
dustries and commerce in said departments newly es-
tablished will be exempt for three years from con-
tributions# 411 fesaale cattle, either Spanish or 
foreign, imported into Cuba with the exclusive ob-
ject of raising stock, will be duty free for two 
years. 14 

The insurgents began to surrender in steadily increas-

ing numbers, and by the end of 1877# it was a recognised fact 

13 
W. F. Johnson, f|i§ fjlEfey at gufegb m » 297-298, 

14 
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that Spain had won. The war ended officially with the 

negotiations at Zanjon, February 15, 1878, The treaty in* 

eluded the following terns? 

article It She political, organic, and ad-
ministrative laws enjoyed by Port© Rico shall be 
established in Cuba. 

Article II. Free pardon for all political 
oftenses committed fro® 1868 to date, and freedom 
for those who are under indictment or are serving 
sentences within or without the island# Amnesty 
to all deserters from the Spanish army, regardless 
of nationality, this elans# being extended to in-
clude all those who have taken part directly or in-
directly in the revolutionary movement* 

Article III* Freedom for the Asiatic coolies 
and for the slaves who nay be in the insurgent ranks. 

Article IT# lo individual who by virtue of this 
capitulation shall submit to and remain under the 
authority of the Spanlih government shall be compelled 
to render any military stnric# before peace be es-
tablished over the whole territory* 

Article ?» gvery individual who by virtue of 
this capitulation may wish to depart from the Island 
shall be permitted to do so, and the Spanish govern-
ment shall provide.hi® with the means therefor, with-
out passing through any town or settlement, if he so 
desire. 

Article VI» The capitulation of each fore® shall 
take place in uninhabited spots, where beforehand the 
arias and ammunition of war shall be deposited* 

Article VII. In order to further the acceptance 
by the insurgents of the other departments of these 
articles of capitulation, the commander-in-chief of 
the Spanish army shall furnish them free transporta-
tion, by land and sea, over all the lines within his 
control of the Central Department* 

Article VIII. This pact with the Committee of 
the Central Department shall be deemed to have been 
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made with all the departments of the island which 
may accept the conditions*' 15 

la addition to the treaty of Ztnjon, there was reported 

to have been secret agreements providing for a civil governor 

as well as the military* governor for Cuba, popular elections 

for municipal officers, the inclusion of the war debts in 

the public estimates of the island, the dissolution of the 

Volunteers, organisation of a new militia to be composed 

alike of Cubans and Spaniards, recognition of the military 

rank of the insurgent chiefs and officers, complete aboil* 

tion of slavery in five years, with indemnity, and repre** 
16 

sentation of the island in the Spanish Cortes* 

. To fulfill these promises, the Spanish officials 

passed decrees, giving concessions to the Cubans; but in 

actual administration, the government remained such the 

safite* Representation was allowed in the Cortes, but such 

representation was a farce because the Spaniards from the 

island far outnumbered the Creoles as representatives, mak-

ing the Cuban vote count for nothing# 

With the signing of the Treaty of Zanjon, the bloody 

Ten Tears' War came to an end—temporarily* Fighting 

A 5 „ 
Sen* Ex* Doc* lo* 79, 45th pong*, 2nd Seas*, p. 10* 

16 
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continued in remote areas by small guerilla forces, but for 

all practical purpose® the revolt ceased* Beth sides di««, 

regarded the terms of the treaty, chiefly because the 

promised reforms were not forthcoming., Cuban independence 

was once more postponed* 

The interest of the United States during the latter 

stages of the war was primarily concerned with the tettl#*, 

Meat of claims against the Spanish government. ; In'February, 

1871, an agreement had bten concluded at I&drid for settle*-

meat of certain claims.of eitlaens of the*'United States won 

a'ecount of Wrongs and Injuries Committed by ittthoriti*?# of 

Spain on the Island of Cuba."^ The agreement included the 

following items: 

(1) All claims to fee submitted to arbitrators, oat 'to 

be appointed by the Secretary of the State of the United 

States, another by the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 

Plenipotentiary of Spain, at Washington, and these two to 

nasi® an umpire who was to decide all questions upon which 

the two should happen to disagree# 

(2) The arbitrators were to aeet at Washington to hear 

all elaiiaa laid before then by the United States government. 

• (3) Each government could name an advocate to appear 

1? 
William «. Malloy, Treatlep* Conventions. 

S B i j a a s m s & 
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before the arbitrators or the umpire, to represent the in-

terests of the parties respectively. 

(4) Th@ arbitratora were to have full power to make 

rules prescribing the time and manner of the presentation 

of claims and of the proof thereof, a dlsaga?e®»<tnt on rales 

to be decided by the umpire* 

(5) The arbitrators were to have jurisdiction of all 

claims presented to them by the government of the United 

States against the authorities of Spain in Cuba since the 

first day of October, 1868» 

(6) Expenses were to be arranged for by the two 

governments* 

(7) The t*o governments were to accept the awards 

made as final* 

The settlement of the private claims was the main source 

of controversy, and the object of a great amount of labor. 

The Spanish government argued that many of the claimants 

had a dishonest character to their citizenship, pointing to 

the fact that many of the persons claiming to be citizens of 

the United States were actually citizens of Cuba, exercis-

ing the rights of Spaniards there, having lived in the 
13 

United States only a small part of each year# Many of 

18 
James M. Callahan, fiyjba & M International Relations, 

p. 466. 
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the claims were doubtless false, but there were also those 

of a true nature in which American citizens actually soiv 
19 

fered from the wrongs of Cuban authorities. An important 

feature of the arbitration made it necessary that all the 

claims be considered* This particular item was «s follows* 
So judgment of s Spanish tribunal, disallowing 

the affirmation of a party that he It $ eltisen of 
the United States shall prevent the arbitrators 
from hearing t reclamation presented in behalf of 
said party by the United States Government, However, 
in any cast heard by the arbitrttorsi the Spanish 
government may traverse the allegation of American 
citizenship and thereupon competent and sufficient 
proof will be required. 20 

The arbitrators were not to have jurisdiction of any re-

clamation made in behalf of a native-born Spanish subject, 

naturalized in the United States, if it should appear that 

the claimant had been adjudicated by a competent tribunal 

in Cuba and hud failed to appear to declare that he wag a 

citizen of the United States. In such a case, it was taken 

that the Individual had renounced, by his own default, his 
21 

allegiance to the United States* 

By March, 1877, the claims established by the mixed 

commission set up by the convention of 1871 were settled 

and the Spanish government agreed to pay one half of the 
^*%allthan points out that "even if only a few of the 

complaints were just, the government should be vigilant to 
protect the few." 

20Malloy, J2E. clt.f p. 1662* 

21Ibid. 
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22 

amount at that time, and the other half in six months. 

The entire amount was alraost $900,000.00.^ 

Another important settlement was that in regard to the 

vessels of the United States that were seized by the Spanish 

authorities in Cuba. The claim of the owners of the Lloyd 

was referred to arbitration by mutual consent suad 
resulted in an award to the United States, for the ownerf 

the sum of $19,702,50 in gold. The claims involving other 

vessels were settled in a similar manner. In 1877, three 

whaling vessels, the M X m Utefttb MMflg MS» I M 

Lee, under the American flag* were captured by Spanish 

guard-boats twenty ailes or more from Cuba. After invests 

gation, the American government demanded $19,500* in in-

demnity, but the final settlement was at $10,000 with th« 

acknowledgement that similar incidents would be guarded 
24 

against in the future. 

The most important incident involving the two nations 

in claims settlements was that of the steamer Virginias* 

In a previous chapter mention was made of the affair *ftd 

the near brealc in relations between the interested parties. 

22 
ismim aa 2l SaltsS §l&t£&, 187?, p. 500. 

23 
Ibid., p. 502. 

24 
of m m m p. ???* 
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On November 14, 1873, Secretary Fish notified General 

Sickles that unless abundant reparations should be volun-

tarily tendered, he was to demand the restoration of the 

Vlreiniua and the release and delivery to the United States 

of the persons captured who had not "been massacred, k de-

mand was included calling for the flag of the United States 

to be saluted in the port of Santiago and the punishment 

of the officials who were concerned in the capture of the 
25 

vessel and the execution of the passengers and crew* 

These demands were accepted with variations concerning 

mutual consideration of reclamations and an investigation 

of the conduct of the parties involved. Negotiations had 

previously been taken up by the Secretary of State because 

he believed General Sickles to have received his passports# 

The settlement of the affair was then being effected in 

Washington. However, General Sickles still remained at 

his post in Madrid. He was informed that settlement had 

been made in the United States, on the basis of return of 

the vessel and captives, leaving all other questions for 

subsequent adjustment. The settlement had been reached 

through an agreement between Secretary Fish and Admiral 

Polo de Bernabe, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister fleni-

potentlary of Spain on the 8th of December lS?3. The 

agreement included* 

2?£0£Sl£3 St Mlftfl Slates, 1874, p.936. 
2 6 m & < * PP* 990-991» 
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(1) The flrgintus was to be surrendered and restored 

by a Spanish vessel of war to a similar vessel of the 

United States in the harbor of Bafait Hondo, on the 16th day 

of December, 1 8 7 3 s between the hours of eight o'clock in 

the morning and four in the afternoon# The vessel was to 

have the flag of the United States flylag at her main-peak 

at the time of the surrender} but the fact that she was 

restored with the flag flying was not to be taken as an 

admission by either party as a right of the vessel to have 

carried the flag at the time of her capture, nor should it 

prejudice the right reserved to Spain to prove, on or before 

the 25th of December, that the vessel was not entitled to 

carry that flag and was carrying it at the time of her 

capture without right and improperly. If an accident ©e* 

curred preventing the surrender and restoration of the 

in the manner above, the surrender was to take 

place in the same port as soon after the arrival there of 

the vessel. 

(2) The survivors of those who were on board the 

vessel at the time of capture were to be surrendered to tht 

United States and safely escorted on board of a vessel of 

war of the United States in the harbor of Santiago de Cuba 

within 48 hours after the notification of the Spanish au-

thorities of the arrival there of such vessel# 

(3) On the 2?th of December a vessel or vessels of 

war of the United States would appear in the harbor of 
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Santiago de Cubs, and at that time, the United State® flag 

was to "be raised on the Spanish fort, and a tw«aty»one gun 

salute was to be fired* Shis being done, the United States 

vessel would raise the Spanish flag, and return the salute* 

However, if notice was received before this that the con-

ditions had been met according to above protocol, the 

salute was to be dispensed with and the cereaony was not 

to take place. 

On December 10, Bernabe sent to Secretary Fish various 

"authenticated documents" which the former felt proved that 

the fir.giniu® had no right to use the flag of the United 

States# fhese documents were certified copies of papers 

relative to the steamer which were used to clear the vessel 

at the port of New York, October 4, 1870, Included were 

affidavits of several of the persons who were aboard the 

vessel from tl»e to time between that date and the date of 

her capture. After careful examination of the documents, 

Secretary Fish notified the Spanish minister that he had 

been directed by President Grant to say that the papers 

made it appear satisfactory to the United States government 

that the stealer was not entitled to carry the flag of the 

United States, and was carrying It, at the time of her 

capture, without right and improperly. Orders were given 

to the naval authorities of the United States to notify the 

Spanish officials of Santiago de Cuba that the salute to 
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the flag' of the United States was to fee ipontaaeonsly dls-
27 

pensed with*. 

the final agreement was reacts on February 27, 1875, 

between Caleb Cashing and Alejandro Castro, the Spanish 

Minister of State* The agreement stipulated that* 
I#. f&« Spanish Hovernment engagas to deliver 

.to that of the United States the sum of eighty 
thousand dollars in coin, or four hundred thousand 
pesetas, for the purpose of relief of the families 
or persons of the ship's company and passengers 
aforesaid of the ftoMll,*-

XX* the Government of the United States engages 
to accept the sua Mentioned in satisfaction ©f re-
clamations of any sort which, in the sense of per-
sonal indemnification in this behalf might hereafter 
he advanced against the Spanish Government* 

XXX* When the sua referred to la Article One 
shall have been received, the President of the United 
States will proceed to distribute the same among the 
families, or the parties interested in for® and man-
ner which he may judge most equitable, without being 
obliged t© give account of this distribution to the 
Spanish Government. 

Xf* The payment of the eighty thousand dollars, 
or four hundred thousand pesetas, shall be effected 
by the Spanish Sovermaent, at Madrid, in specie,' and 
in three periods of two months taeh* thirty thousand 
dollars, or one hundred and fifty thousand pesetas, 
for each of the first two installments, and twenty 
thousand dollars, or one hundred thousand pesetas in 
the last* 28 

With the settlement of the flrginius. case, it was ex-

pected that the United States' attitude toward the revolt 

would change* However, this was not the case# Spanish of-

ficials continued actions against the United States1 

P» 975* ^Kalloy, op« clt*, p« 1664* 
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oltimm sad thus caused increased demands fro® the United 

States* Minor difficulties continued until the Treaty of 

Zanjon was signed and a cessation of hostilities was brought 

about. 

the Treaty of Zanjon was a signal to all that con-

ditions would improve in the island, as would relations 

with Spain. This would have been the ease had the treaty 

been followed. The insurgents kept the agreement but Spain 
2$ 

"unhesitatingly violated it," The result was that the 

promised reforms were not forthcoming and the Cubans re-

mained discontented# 

In regard to slavery, a plan of emancipation and re-

form Has submitted to the Cortes in Spain on the 5th of 

Novenber* 1879# It was a compromise between gradualism 

and iauaediatis®, compensation and no compensation to the 

aaftera—but would serve the purpose of complete emancipa-

tion without directly recommending it. The first article 

stated that the condition of slavery should cease in the 

island of Cuba fro® the date of publication. The remainder 

of the law included an involved system of guardianship into 

which the blacks passed frost slavery* The guardian was ob-

liged, in respect to those under his charge, to maintain 

them, assist the® in sickness, pay them monthly wages, and 

29 
H. C, Lodge, "Our Duty to Cuba," The fortuaT XXI, 281. 
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to give the® the education necessary to exercise a trad® 

or calling,-̂ 0 At first, this law was a source of satisfac-

tion to the United States because it wis looked upon as a 

great step to the eonpltte and universal eoaacipatlon# 

However, as abases of this law became more and More pro-

nounced, the island of Cuba was looked upon by the nations 

of the world, and especially by the United State®, as the 

remaining stronghold of slavery* and these nations began 

to show their dissatisfaction to Spain* It was evident to 

all the world that %min had not lived up to the promise 

of social reform* 

It was expected that the end of hostilities would also 

bring about better commercial and economic conditions* This, 

too, was a dream# 

k commercial treaty was sought between the United States 

and Cuba which would alleviate the situation in regard to 

the tariff, but this was refused. The Spanish government 

even went so far, in 1877, as to seize the custom houses 
4 

in the island, declaring that a number of merchants were 

depriving the government of large revenues* Frea that time 

forth, the Spanish officials kept strict surveillance on all 

custom house matters, adding salt to the open wounds in-

flicted on the United States by the harsh trade regulations• 

30 
iMAUu mifttipiff S£ United....3ta tea t 1880, p. 391. 
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The Spanish were far in debt and drew her greatest amount 

of wealth fro® Cuba to pay for these debts* 4s late as 

1885, the Consul-General at Havana reported! 

There is a system of oppression and torture which 
enters into every phase of lifet tats into the soul 
of every Caftan, mortifies, injures, and insults hi® 
every hour, impoverishes him and his family from day 
to day, threatens the rich man with bankruptcy and 
the poor nan with beggary# The exactions of the 
Spanish government and the illegal outrages of its 
officers are in fact intolerable* They have reduced 
the island to despondency and ruin..•.The government 
at Madrid is directly answerable for the Misery of 

, Cuba and for the rapacity and venality of its subor* 
dinateg#*..!© well-informed Spaniard imagines that 
Cuba will long continue to submit to' this tyranny, 
or at least, that she will long be able to yield 
this harvest to her oppressors*.«.The Government 
does almost nothing to ameliorate any of the evils 
of the country•«.#Every Interest which might enrich 
and improve the island is looked upon by the of-
ficial as one more stine to ejEplelt.#«*Cuba it held 
solely for the benefit of Spain and Spanish in-
terests, for the sake of Spanish adventurers. Against 
this all rebel in thought and feeling if not yet In 
fact and deed.«•*They wish protection from the grasp-
ing rapacity of Spain and see no way to attain it ex-
cept by our aid. 31 

From this report it can be seen tbfct nothing was ac-

complished by the fen fears1 War in the way of reform for 

the Cubans except promise# which were not lived up to. 

In 1890, the situation was eased some by the IcKialey 

tariff and Cuban products gained freer access to the Waited 

States. During this time, Cuban prosperity increased, but 

this increase was short-lived. She McKinley Act was re-

pealed, due to a change in administration in the United 

31 
Sen. Doc. Vol. XXY, 56th Cong., 2nd Sess*, p. 22. 
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States, prosperity in Cuba dropped, causing discontent tod 

more dissatisfaction, a M Cuban patriots began preparing 

for another insurrection# 

the Important feature of the revolt toad been that the 

Cubans had proven their strength. They had fought against 

a giant for ten years, without completely succumbing* With 

just enough help fro® any outside nation, the insurgents 

would have been able to obtain complete freedo® from the 

aother country# 

Th© fen Years1 far taught them a lesson which was not 

forgotten and when the reforat were not forthcoming, the 

natural result was that the Cubans began to prepare for 

wore fighting# In the event of another revolt, the United 

States would be the deciding factor# Spain could not de-

feat Cuba if the island received any help from the United, 

States. However, the United States could cause the defeat 

of Cuba by refuging to eld her in a struggle against Spain* 

The growing interest® of Americans in Cuba after the Ten 

Years* War would make it difficult for the United States 

to sit idly by a M refuse assistance in another Cuban in* 

surrection. The island of Cuba as a part of the United 

States, would easily become of greater value to the com-

mercial world than it could ever be as a colonial de-

pendency of Spain, and with this attitude, the United States 

closely watched the events in the Caribbean that were building 

up to another crisis# 
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