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CHAPTER I

BACKGROURD OF THE CORFLICT BETWELN
ADAMS AND HAMILTOHR

Early Life of John Adama

John Adsms was the fourih generation from Henry Adsms,
the first of the family to emigrate to America from HEnglend,
He was the eldest son of John and Susanns Adams, born on
October 19, 1735, at Bralntree, Massachusetts.

In youth Adams was an admirable specimen of the New
fngland Purlten of his generatlion, not axe@siv&ly stralt~
laced 1n‘mat’cars of doetrine, but rgligigma by habit anﬁ by
1mtixict, rigid in every point of morals, conseclentious, up-
right, pure-minded and industrious. He received his sduca-
tion et a cost of considersble sscrifice on the part of his
parents.

Adems, on gradusting from Harvard College, 1765, taught
achool at Worcester with the thoughts of beboming & minister,
the purpose for which his parents sent him to school} but
the domineering and persecuting spirit of Calvinism drove
Adams from the profession of &iﬁnﬁ.‘&y}

¥or did he find the cccupatlion of & schoolmaster sulted

to his smbitions. In searching for a chennel for his talents,

- Lcnaries Francis Adams, editor, The Works of John Adams,
3:' 4&‘ '
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he entered tempererily intc local politles. 4s he further
deliberated his :r;ha:tﬁa of a profeaaion, he was atf&r&cwd nore
and more by law., After talking with James Putnam, & lawyer,
he declded to take up the study of law under hls guidance.
He entered this fleld in the conviciion that "the study and
practice of lsw . . . does not dissolve the obligations of
morallty or of relig;ion.?’
For the profession of law, Adams had been endowed with
a sound constitution of body, & clear and senorous volge,
8 qulek conception, a diseriminating judgement, and s ready
slocution, His confidence in his own jJjudgement, founded on
the consclousness of his powers, gave it & cast of stubborne
ness and inflexibility, perhaps necessary for the successful
exercise of the duties of a lawyer; but 1f he were to become
& greal statesman, he needed to use more self-control in the
halle of legislation and at the courts of kings ‘3
Adams was presented for admission to the Boston bar
November 6, 1758, by Jeremish Gridley, @& leader df the pro-
Tesslon and attorney general of the province. Finding his
law practice growing slowly, he had time for town matters
and wrote for the newspapers on public affairs. He continued
in this meanner of living for some time. He married Abligail
Smith Oetober 25, 1764, and his marrisge greatly widened his
connections and his wife was & gresat help and comfort to him |

21bid., p. 32, 5xbig., pe 31.



throughout hls career. Adems was & leader, for the most part,
in every patriotic movement that developed in New Hngland,
but the Stamp Aet gave him his first real opportunity, and .
the resolutions of protest he prepared for Braintree were
followed throughout Massschusetts. Adsms dlsapproved of the
Stamp Act riots, bubt opposed the et on legel grounds, argu~
ing that "Parlisment could not lawfully tax the tzo},anism,”‘
becauss they had never consented to 1it.

| Adams considered the destruction of tea in the Boston
harbor as "the grandest event which hed yet heppened since
the controversy with Britain opened, " put sgain he was op-
possd to mob outbreaks. He condemmed the Boston Port Act
and his general abtitude on the controversy with Great
Britain resulted in hls electlon as one of the delegates
from Messachusetts Lo the first Continenitsl Congress. 8ince
liassachusstta thought wer was inevitable, Adams endeavored
to prepare Congress for wayr, and not without valuable rssulis.
The work accomplished by this Congress was the preparstion of
8 petition of a declaration of the colenistatpights drawn up
by & commlttee including John Adams.

In the winter and spring of 1775, regular legal govern~
ment broke down in colony after colony as the gavem;*s ra-
fused to let the legislatures meeit. During this turbulent
dlsorder the Second Continental Congress met. Adams pointed

5

412?.6,(,; ?Q 8(}. Ihﬁ.gs, gx’ m-v



out the probable necessity of forming & confederacy of sseparate
states, sach with 1ts own government,
Nothing can save us bub dlscipline in the aramy,
govermments in every colony, and & confederation of
the whole « » « « Discipline in the arayl (Toump with
the hickory canel. 4 wrltiten constitutlon in every
state! (Thump agein). A unlon and confederation
of thirteen states, independent of Parliament, of
minister and of kingi®
He opposed unsuccessfully another petition to the king end
he served on a committee to draft instructlons to Weshington,
for whose appointment to commend he was largsly responsible.
After many months of discussion of independence, the wgy was
paved for the final sct when Richard Henry Lee's motions
concerning independence, foreign alllances, and a confedsr-
ation were laid before Congress June 7, 1776, and seconded
by Adams, now dubbed "The Atlas of Independence.” Com-
mittees were appnintaﬁ to prepare a declaration of independense
and & plan of treaties with forelign powsrs; Adams was ap-
pointed on both. Adams was the author of the plan of tremtles
for trade and not alliasnce, To the text of the declsration
he contributed nothing of importanee, but to him Lell the
severe task of defending 1t in its passage through Congroess.
This great event ssitablished the positlon of Adeams in Congress
and in the country.

6Qnutmé in Charles Drinker Bowen, John Adams and the
Amerlcen Revélution, p. 552.

7
Claude H. Van Tyne, The American Revolutlon, Vol. IX
of The fmericen Nation Series, edited by A. B. Hart (28 vols.),
pP. 72,




The history of the Western worl for the next decads 1s
filled with eofforts to work their way out of the imperisl
impasse. The storm and turmoil resulting from this war of
independence whirled Adsms from the obscurity of & vil’laga
lewyer in s remote province to the position of & world~ '
known sbtatesmen In Peris, The Hague, London, end W&ﬁhing'hm.g

Dueing the days of the Rewvolublon, when Adams was a
member of the Continental Congress, he had arcused the suspl~
gion of ths military group, two of the members ﬁho were later
at the head of the Federalist party -- Washington and Hamilton.
Adems snd Hamilton held a mubtual dislike é&%ing‘fmm this
timeﬂ.g One subject of disasgresment was the wvalue of the
militie. ifamlilton urged the maintensnce of & force which
should furnish the baslis for futurs srmles 1 needed. Congress
cut the srmy to the lowest point; Adsms Favored a militia sys-
tem with shori enlistments. He opposéd . the permanency of mil-
itary appoiniments.

- I hope, for my own pari, that Congress will

slsct armunlly all the general officers. I, in

consaquence of this, some great men should be

obliged, at the year's end, to go home and serve

their country in some other capacity, nod less

necessary, and better adapted to thelr genius, I

do not think the public would be ruined + + «

The offlcers of the army ought to conslder that

the renk, the dignity, and the rights of whole

States asre of more importance than this point of
honori more, indeed, than the solid glory of any

S7ames Truslow Adams, The Adams Family, p. 25,
gﬁsnry Jones Ford, Alexander Hamlilton, pe 315«




particulayr officer. The States insist, with great

justice and sound pollicy, on having & share of the

general officers in some proporiion to the quokss

of troope they are to raise. This prineiple hes

oceagioned many of our late promotions, and it ought

to satisfy gentlemen, But if it does not, they,

as well B3 the publiia must abide the consequences

of their discontent.
Adams ' adherence t¢ the prineiple of zhort terms was so
deeply resented by Hamilbon that 1t was the leadling cause
of his famous indictment of Adams over twenty years later .1

On November 28, 1777, Adems was selected by Congresa
to replace Silas Deane as one of the comnlssioners to France
to help secure &ld for the ecolonles, Changes in Europs dur-
ing the interwsl thet occurred between the time of his ap-
pointment and the time of his arrival in Prance rendered his
sxpedition of 1iitle utility to bhis country or to himself.
His stay in France was short because he sSoon learnsed thet
France had recognized the American States, entersd into
treatiea of amity and commerce with them, and that war be~-
tween France and Great Britain was regarded 2s inevitable.

Upon returning home, Adams waz chosen dslegalte to the
Hassachusetts Constitutional Conventlioni howaver, he was
called away from it to be sent sgain to France as minlstier
plenipotentiary for negotlating & treaty of pemce and & treaily

of commerce with Great Britain. Conditions then were not

ioﬂt Feo Am, 433 - Gitn, I, 265,

llFor&,'gg. citsy, P 70.



favorable for pesce; however, he remained in France until
July, 1780, a3 Frenklin's collesgue, detesting and distrust-
ing Franklin and the French foreign miniﬁtgr, Yergennes, and
embroiling himself with both. Meanwhile, Adams went to Hole
land 88 & volunteer minlater. In 1782 he was formally rescog-
nized as from an independent natlon and secured a loan from
Holland for his government. Adams was cslled baek to France
to help arrange the pesace. In tha final negotletions for
peace Adams wes largely responsible for the provisions with
respsct to the fisheries and the Loyaltabaslg |
In 1785 Adams beecsme the first minister tc England,

While in Fngland, sbout the only thing he did wge to publish

a work entitled A Defense of the Constitutlon of Government

of the Unlted States. His independent mannerend the attitude
he had always maintsined toward the British made 1t difficult
for him to be diplomatic, The attitude of the courkt and the

ministry discouraged advences, and the divided interests of
the United States made 1t diffieunlt for the Britlsh to have
confidence in the execution of the Treaty of 1783 or in the
permanence of the Confederation. Seeing no prospset of
fubure success In Engleand, Adams mskad to be reocslled in
1788, Upon hls return from Prance he was elected viece~
president and, later, president. HNotning, however, in the

sdninistration of these offices, unless one excepts his

iz ' .
C. F. Adama, op. cit., I, 380-81.



sugeess in warding off the war with France, equaled his
sarlier achievements., Whatever mistakes Adems made, and they
were numerous, no one can questlion the utter honesty of his

entire publiec and private career.

Early Life of Alexander Hamllton

Little is known about the birth and parentege of Alex~
ander Hemilton &3 he c;ié not lsave, perhaps lntentionally,
2 clear and authentic story aboubt 1t. According to tradition,
however, he was born on the Isle of FNevia in the Weat Indles,
Jarmeary 11; 1767. His mother was Rachael Faucett, of ?rangh
Huguenot descent, end was unhapplly married to John Levine,
2 Duteh land preprigttar of Saint Creoix. She left him to live
with James Hamilton, & Scoteh merchant at Saint Chrlsbopher.
This man was the father of Alexander Hamllton. In 1759 Levine
secured a divorse but his wife was forbidden to re-marry, due
to the pecullarity of the divorce laws,

Young Hamllton recelved some desultory sduecation from
his mother snd a Presbyterisn eclorgynan at Salnt Croix. Due
to his father fa bankruptey in business and hig nother's
death in 1768, Hemilton, at the ege of twelve, begar

to earn

his own living. Perhaps this early maturity which was forced
upon him sccounted for his agegressive mannerisme whiech csused
him to become the lesder he was. He sascured & position as

elerk in the sounting house of Nigholas Cruger of Salnt Croix
and after two yesars he was entrusted with the full mgmt



of the business. At this time he began writing for the
local press. In 1772 some friends, impressed by his literary
abllity, made 1t possible for him to come to America to com=
plate his sducation. After some preliminery training at a
| grammar school at E!.izahethtam, Hew Jersey, he entered King's
College (now Columbia University) in the sutumn of 1773.
Already he had formed habits of study which he :;a-ﬁainaé
throughout 1ife. Hemilton, spurred by smbition, was & child
prodigy with a passion for achlevement. Three years after
he oeme to the United States he took the degres of Bachelor |
of Arts.'® He was & scholar of profound and solid sttainment.,
The preliminaries of the Revolution interrupted Hamilten's
collegs work. Ha spoke sgainst British memsuves, snd began
writing for Holt's New York Jdournal with a vigor which at- |
tracted attanﬁinn; He contributed to the "pamphlet war® of
the day -- A Full Vindication of the Measures of Congress
from the Calumnies of Their gnemies, * 1n some 1&; words
and he continued to debate in The Farmer Befuted 5 which

sontained 85,000 wax-@; These anonymous pamphlets showed &
& grasp of the issues, knowledge of British and Americen

mt, and grest argumentative power. It was ineredulous

g{}’@’, me

that a lad of seventesen could have written them! He tack the

‘ mﬁmy Cabot Lodge, editor ks of Alexander Ham-
ilton, VIII, 465, herelnaflter eita &s 8, %.
3"5@&1:1 Chureh Hamilton, edltor, Works of Alexander Hamil-
ton, II, 1-%6.

51bid., pp. S7-126.
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position of a moderats who loyally defendsd the King's
soverignty and the British comnection but rejected the pre-
tentlons of Pﬁ:ﬂimmt;

#hen war came, Hamilton organized en artillery company
to be awarded its captalney on examinetion. He won the intereat
of Nethanmel Greens and George Washington by ths proficiency
and bravery he ﬁﬁp&ﬂ&eﬂ around New York City during the
campalgn of 1776. At the ege of twenty, he joined Washing-
ton's sgari‘ in March, 1777, with the renk of Lieubenant-
Colonsl, and served as his private seeretary and confidential
aide for four years, The dutles with which he was entrusted
included constant correspondence with (ongress and some very
importent military missions., While on one of these missions
he met Elizabeth Schuyler, deughter of General Philip 3chuyler.
In 1780 he becams allied with one of the most distingulshed
familles in ﬁgw Yorit by marrying Elizebeth.

Hamilton, ambitlous for military glory with & Zesl he

. never loat, became lmpatient with his position as merely an

aide.t

é Just when the nerves of Hamilton were almost com-
pletely frayed, he sncountered Weshington on the atelrcase
of headguarters. The general expressed a wish to see himg
he replied he was on milidary errand, but would return im-
medlately. When at length Hamilton appeared, the general
rebuked him for what he Interpreted to be intended yudeness.

8
Louis Martin Bears, Georgse Washingiton, p. 318.
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Hamilbon selzed this reprimend from Washington es an excuse
for abandoning hls ataff position. The incident, however,
involved nc break in thelr good relations due to Washingtonts
generosity., Hemilton hed no intentlon of resigning from the
army. La'bw he secured, through Washington, & fleld command
and won laurels at Yorktown where he led the American column
that captured the first reodoubt of the British works. The
war was now practleslly over and Hamilton returned to eivil
1ife. _

At once he started a study of law, the profession by
which he lntended to get fame along withhread and butber.
At the concluasion of a few month's study, sarly in 1782, he
wes admitted to the bar, His preperation was hasty, bub with
his intensity of epplicetion &nd readiness of mlind he un-~
doubtedly gathered in that short time a great deal of legal
learning that was systematized snd arranged.

From this point on hls ecareer In the new world bagan;
He was olected a3 a member to the Continental Congress from
Heow York in 1782. After s year's service, in which he ex~
perienced the futility of endeavoring to attain reforms
through this degrsplt bogy, hs returned te his law practice
in Rew York. It was, however, impossible for Hamilton to
gbstein from publie motivity. ie was selected 83 & delegate
from New York to the Annapolis Convention, called for the
purpose of regulating commerce. In this conventlion Hamilton
sew & chancs to bring about a meeting with powers great



iz2

sucugh to reorgenize the govermment throughout and save the
sinking fortunes of the country A7

The Amnapolls Convention adopted an sddress, drafted by
Hamilton, reeliting the intolerable conditions and calling for
a convention to mest the following Mey in Philsdelphia to
rovise the Articies of Confsderation. With this end in view
Hemilton gained an election to the legislature of New York
and began & fight to induce Hew York to send delegates to
the conventlon. In this he succeeded, and three delegates
were appointed, of which Hamilton was onej but the cxthe‘:é‘ teo
were antli-Federalistes who were bitterly opposed to Hamilton's
idea of & strong central government. Hamilton presented his
views of a plen of govermment ;:o the convention, He M*-
posed an aristoeratic republic, with a president and senators
chosen for 1ife, and the state governors appointed by the
Faderal government. Eiamil’bm, o doubt aware, that the lead-
ing principles of his plan, which he Retually believed, atéod
no chence of adoption elther by the people or the convention,
almed nis Influence &t stimulating the other members of the
econvention to taking sdvanced steps A8 In this he was suc~
cessful. After the presentation of this plan, which found

no support in the aoawsntion, iw wil m&vw &8 the two anti~

ivﬁwy Cabot me&gs, Alexender Heamilton, Vel. VII of

The American Statesmen Series, ed) ﬁm T. Morse ( 40
Vols.), Ds B3s Hersins ter clted as Lodge, Alexander Hamilton,

18}:@3‘@&, i)u 61 »*
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Federalist delegates voted against him on every guestion,
Upon his return he heartily supported the work of the con~
vention and ai.mﬁ the Constitution, as aectually adopted.
The struggle began with the attempt to try to get the states
to ratify the Conatitution. To this struggle was dus the
greatest of Hamilton's writings and the greatest individual
aontz-i‘mtiaa to the adoption of the new government. In The
. Pedaralist, a series of sighty~five essays, more then half
of them written by Hamilton, the others by ladison and Jay,

he successfully fought the great battle for the Constitution,
winning & hostlle majority to i1ts support. It remaina a
classic commentery, not merely on Americen constitutional law
but on the pgeneral prineiples of gavarmmnt. By the publi»
cation of The Federslist, Hamilton rendered his first pre-

eminent service to the adoption of the Constitution; his
second was securing the ratification of Hew York. HMost of
the opposition came from the Clintonians led’ by George
Clindon, governor of New York, In this struggle he changed
~ vﬁ%ea by his untiring succession of brilliaent spesches. The
feature of his subsequent 1life for which he 1s best known
is that he served as Saarat&ﬁykaf Treasury for six years in
Vashington's cebinet. During this time he was & far~seeling,
courageous, and honegst mastef of finance and as an advisor
to Washington and to Congress, he influenced the course of

the govertment,
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Hamilton waes a reslist. Volume after volume of his
work shows the directness snd force with which he hamuered
and moulded the glowing metal of the new nation %o his own
shape. A&i of his writings are remsrkebly cogent, closely
ressoned, loglcel and clear, but they are also diffuse. "g
had the lawyer's love of piling phrase upon phrese end 1a%£1ng
no possible shade of meaning escape, 19
B Hamilton was the father of the Federslist perty, a
perty which he lived to see dying on hls hends during the ad-
minlsiration of John Adems., As a party leader, Hamilton was
lecking in tmet, offensively opinlonated, impatlent snd inw
sulting to well-meaning medioerity, end dictatorial. "He
did not consult «= he dirccted., He did not conellilate =~
he eammandeﬁ.”aﬂ On his psdestal he was orstor, soldlier,
lawyer, beuker, writer and statesman, but nis 1lfe wss given
glemour snd romance by the enemies he made. He made many
enemies becsuse of his feerlessness, openness snd direciness
which turned rivels intc enemies, irritstedsmaller men, snd
groused their mallcious desire to pull him down. 48 offiecial
hesd of the party he thought himself entitled to real lesderw-
ship snd the conflict which ensued betwaen Hamilton snd Adams
during John Adems'® adminisiretion will be developed in this

PRper .

19&&m&s Truslow Adems, editor, %gffaraani&n Principles
ad Hemiltonlen Principles, . vl, In the Introductions

20 ,
Claude G. Bowers, Jefferson snd Hemllton, p. 35.
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Beononmic snd Politicsl Viows
of Hemilton end Adams

The ¢rux of the hostility between tamilton ond Adams
mey be ebtributed to their different economic end political
views, Although Adams wes flercely sssalled az an edvocate
of class goverrment, he was far less hostile to sgrarianism
than was ﬁamiltan.gl He did not belleve in sn unchecked
government by the wealthy. He feered the riech elmost as much
as the paar; believing thet they were as prone to use the
government in spolistion es the latter. He believed in e
governuent of balsnce by which both the uppar and lower
clesses should be held in check ageinst undue uswrpaticn,
Hemilton's fundamental idea wes distrust of the common men &2
He pleced little or no confldence in the sell-governing
ability of the smaell fermer and ninety per cent of the popu~
lation wes then sgricultural. He viewed ths r&gh and well~
born as the safest depositories of public power, although he
advoosted glving the propertyless s speaking voice in the
gmvernm&nt;za
If the politlicel problems in 1787 are atiributed to

acmmaﬁiaa ~= the struggle weged between larmer snd business

ﬁlﬁernan Louis Perrington, The Colonlel Nind, Vol. I,
Mein Current in Americen Thought, pe 520,
ﬁaﬁ. T. Adems, edltor, Jeffersonisn Frinclples mnd Ham-
iltonien Prineiples, pp. vi-vii, in Introduction.

B haries Austin Desrd, Economle Opigins of Jeffersonisn
Democracy, p. 518,
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group for the control of the government -~ then the position
of Adams and Hamilton mey be explained., The bulk of Adanms!
property wag In land, and his sympathles were not enlisted
on the side of speculative capl talism. o4 Bather 1t was
Hamilton who was the spokesmen of the business economy. He
thought in terms of natlonallty and espoused the ecopomles
of eapitalism, because he saw in them potentlallitles congenial
to his imperialistic mz?md.% From the start, tuerefore, he
undertook to push measures through Cungress which would not
only enllst the moneyed Interest of the new country on the
side of the govermment but would enlarge both the extent and
nunbers of such interest .o

Hamllton belleved his flscel and commereisl policy was
advantageous to the beneliclaries and the nation &t large.
It appears that Adams' philosophy 4ld not earry him so far
as to approve the methods of finencisl mccumulatlions associated
with Hemilton's policy. In fact, Adaws was often declared
to be a foe of the funding aystam.%? He bslievsd in the pro~
tectlon of the righfis of the rich ageinat the pooyr and the
creoation of a system of government that would guarantee that

protection ‘gg Beeause of this he received the approbation

Mibiﬁa, Pe 317, %ﬁmﬁngmn, ope clb., Ps 294,

%«I « T Adams, edlitor, Jefigrsgnien Principles and Hame
iltopian Prineclnles, p. xi, in the Introduction.

E?M‘I’ﬁ, ﬁzt _&_EEQ, pt 3}.%-’ gﬂlb g.
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of the Federalist achool, for most of the Federslist lesders
ware involved in the speculative methods of acecumulation
which flourished with the funding system; and they could
hardly heve been expected to condemn thelr own aai;ima.gg
This may explain in part Adems' hostility to Hamilton. He
stood between two rival econcmies, arguing for & system of ~
government that should be nslther agrarian nor caplitalistie,
but should maintain a static mean; and In consequence he
pleased no azza-.aa ;
Hamilton's idea of an aristoeratic republlic which he
proposed at the Conztitutional Ganventigm differs Ifrom
Adems ! fundamental theory of government, which was adopled
in prectically all the state constitutions and also the
Federal one.5! What he stood for, and what, mainly dus to
him, became the established form of American constitution,
was & Hepublican govermment with an executive, legislative,
and judiciary independent of each other; somplete freedom of
consclence and &f spesch; and, in his often quoted words,
"s government of laws and not of men.""% He was often 8o~
cused of being & monarchist but just as often he denied 1t.
He wrote to Dr. Rush in 1790:

I am no friend to hereditary limlted monarchy
in America, This I Mnow ecan never be admitted

29rp14. 50pgyrington, op. cite, Pe 520.

315 p. Adams, The Adams Femily, p. 90.  “oIbid.
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mﬁl&fg or Sowbe in Assrise I koow to
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h& m 1%; x wara. % mﬁ

HEemilton resogniced the necssslity of golng further
Soward & republicsn foym of government then hs would have
the people at lerge nd come to expect $t. The
rorunent snd 1te practiosl cparation mast be so

dnder those slirounmsianses, ﬁmmm to escnomie

ﬁw, %ﬂs ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ ?b 32,%&



19

Pirast Prosidential Electlion
and Administretion

As the time sppreached for the first presidentlal elec-
tion it was unlversally regarded es fltting that Georgs
Washington should be president, Since Washington come from
the South, it was éésimhls to ehﬁog@ the vice~president
from the North., Alexsnder Hamilton, owing to his brillient
abllity and hiz great work in securing izha. ga\dwtim of the
Gaastitnﬁian, was & most consplelous 1&&5&? of PFederalist “
opinton; but he hed not attained the age of thirty-five years,
and tmmfam; wes not eligible to the office. The names of
Governor Hancock, Samuel Adams, and John Adems, as wsll as
General Knox, were canvassed. It was thought nscessary that
Haneock remain as governor of Massachusebtts. »Samuel Adams
was renderad an unsulitable candidate because of opposition
to the Constitution at the beginning; although he had subse-
quently gﬁveﬂahad it. Xnox, a soldler llike Washington, was
rejected, The great services and eminent positions that John
Ademe had already occupied clsarly pointed to him. He was @&
sivilian; he would vacate no office; end he had written &
book in defense of the Constitution. HNevertheless, there
was another side to the gquestion., Adams' relations to Wash~
ington during the American Bevolubtion had been such that
daub£ wes enterteined if he would be acceptable to Washington.
When Washington was consulted on the polnt he desclined to
interfere beyond suggesting that a Federallist should be elected,



and on that score Adams' writings in defense of the Consti«
tution removed eny objsctions.’’ Hamllton wes consulted and
after generalizing on Adams' vanity and temper, he wrote that
he had deelded to support Adams. o |
According to the Ganstitﬁi&cn<ths alectors were to wvote
for two persons; the~ca§diﬁata’raegiving the highest mumber
of wvotes, if it wes a mmjority, would be president snd the
candidete receiving the next highest, whether & majority or
not, would bs vice-prssident. In all refersnces concernling
the coming elsction, Adams was spoken of as & candidate for
vice-president, but this gantiéman regerded himself rather
as & candidate for the presidency.®” If he received more
votes than Washington he would be president; 1f the votes
were equal, the House of Representatives would select one of
the two. Adams showed plainly that he regarded his own merits
as equal to those of Waahinghon.*a He wvalued Washington as
& soldier but he did not consider him 8 civil executive, He~
cently home from Holland, France, and Englend, Adams seemsd
to have dramatized himself as the lnevitable ¢ivil head of
the new state.4l
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Hemilton's distrust and misgivings of Adams led him to
take & 3tep to prevent this occurring. He sent word into
several states advising that an unsnimous vobte be given to
Washingbon and that some of the votes for the second candidate
should be scattered. It has been claimed that his motive was
to prevent the danger of an unanimous and therefore eqgual
vote for Washingbon and Adems. It was obvious that there .
never was a chance of Adams securing an unanimous votes 1%
was not done with any wish of preventing Adems from allight~
ing on the vice~presidentiel perch, but probably to clip his
wings a3 a precaution sgainst too frequent subsequent flights*ég
Whether 1t was done to lessen Adams in his own or popular
estesm, or to make him more amenable to conirel, or to lessen
his influence &3 & leader so a8 to open the way for Hamilton's
advancement later, are among the possible reasanaﬁﬂa
Whatever the real reason, Hamilton's interference pro-
duced the most disastrous results. When the slectoral votes
were counted, Washington had reesived the entlre sixty-nine
and Adams had recelved only thirty-four with the remainder
divided among ten other candidates. How much of the scatter-
ing vote was due to Hemilton's sdvice is unknown but it is

not difficult to attribute the ssven votes given to other

&ggahn T. Horse, John Adems, Vol. VI of The American
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candidetes by Cormecticut and New Jersey electors te his
influanae;‘é AY ell events, the long 1list of scattered votes
ghows little reeson for Havdlton's feers. No doubt his ed-
vice was followed more extensively than was ngedful, and more
than Hamilton anticipated.

Adasms jJustly felt a strong resentment againat Hamilton
who haed thus interfered to prevent his receiving the full
meusure of populsr epproval. The antipathy between the two
leaders, despening with the years, was to have profound
influence upon the careers of both, upon their party snd the
nation. The unfortunate jeslousy that Adams el for ¥Wash-
ington, whom he considered not & stabesman but merely e
military hero who had owed his caresr to Adems, would in any
case made it diffiecult for him to accept complacently the
lower position in the government, When, in addition, he falt
that the only reward for his services that hie had ever asked -~
& eclear expression of public aspproval ~- had been withheld
from him through the intrigue of Hamilton, he entered upon
nis new carser an embittered man.%P The full effect of this
rmatual dislike between Adams and lamilton was not %o be
visible for several years. Hamilion did not conslder that
Adams would resent hls action. In his femous letter on the

Character of John Adeams,"” written in 1800, with reference

445 tanwood, op. cit., p. 27.
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to the election of 1789, he sald, slluding to his inber-
ference in the first contest:

Great was my astonlshment and equally great
ny regret, when, afterward, I learnsd from persons
of unguestioneble verecity thet Mr. Adams had com-
pleined of unfalr treatment in not having been
permitted to take an equal chence with Genaral

Washingtzg, by leaving the votes to &n uninfluenced
current.

For Adems, a man consclous of his own intellectual power,
guick in temper, ardent in debate, the position of presiding

of{icer of the Senate must heve been an exceedingly difficuld
’ 47

one, However, he did his duty sternly and acceptably.
Puring the first years, owing to the evenly balsnced opinion
of the Senate on a large number of questions, he was able to
axert & much more lmmediate and direct influsnce upon the
votes than has been the case with sny other presiding offlcer
since., Shortly after his electlon, Adams wrote to Richard
Price saying that Y heve never sacrificed my judgement to
kings, ministers, nor people, and I Rﬁ?@”‘ﬁilla”ag At this
time Adems sald he was not a "perty ren." By this he meent
his decisions favored no one group. But he now began to |
cast & declding vote on the side of what was repidly emerging
as the Federalist psrty. This was only natursel as, both

éﬁm.}.mn, 92; eiﬁg, VII, 153209 '
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from theory and from termperament, he was in favor of a strong
Federal governmant. It assuradly could not have glven Adams
any pleasurs to vote over and over ageln on Hamilton's side,
and that he did so is evidsnce of the honesty of his Judge~
mant.&g »
At the beglnming of his adminlstration, ¥Washington oon-
sulted Adams freguently. In 1791, at ths time of his
southern journey, he dirscted the thrse sscrotaries to con-
sult together if anything serious should arise and determine.
whether his return was necessary and 1f the vice-president
weres in tawn; they were to call him into consultation., This
appears to be almost the only case in which the vice~president
was utilized 8s an aduinistrative officaer. Adams, one of
the most honest and highsest-minded men who had sver been
glected to office, had infirmities of temper and habvits of
gxpression that made him an unpleasant team~nmgte; and for
this or for soms other reasons, those In authorilty ceased

to consult him.59

By & process of slimination, thsvafova,l
Washington was confined to the secretaries of ithe departments
for nis advisers.

Washington, &nxiaug to unite the feelings of the people,

began his administration by calling Into his cabingt the

QQJ' T. Adems, The Adems Family, Pe 95.
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leadling exponents of opposite opinions. In this way, Thouss
Jafferson was placed at the head of the foreign office and
Alexander Hamllton was made Secretary of the Tressury. The
harmony Washington hoped for did not follow. To Hamiliton
the difficult task had been assigned of drawling order out

of the chaos of the fiaaneas. He did so by proposing plens
for funding the public debt, for the assumption of the state
debts, for a nationsl bank, & system of revenue and a sink-
ing fund. These plans all equally bristled with points of
irritation to & large class of men and especially to Jef~
ferson, Here sgaln, the influence of Adams was imymr;an#.
There 1s no doubt thet it would have turned the scele, had
1t been exerted in opposition to Hamilton., Although in all
cases not entirely agreeing in sentiment with Hamilton, and
in some particulars holding very strong opposing opinions,
he felt the necessity of sustaining some genersl system;
therefore, he geve support to this as the most practical
glan;sl
' At this point it is pertinent to mention the degree of
conflict between Hamilton and Jefferson so &3 to show the
forming of Jefferson's bltterness which later helped defeat
the Federallst party. 1t is possible that for & briefl him&
the combined prestige of Hamilton and Jefferson gave a more

impressive decorum to the new goverrment, but ths inevitable

513, F. Adams, op. cit., I, 451,



confliet of sueh powerful and opposing intellects soon
proved a more disruptive influence than an advantage which
might have been imagined from thelr union, In the cabinet,
Hamilton offended Jefferson early because Hamllton could
not rid himself of the ides that he was prime minister, a
notion encouraged by the way in which Congress had thrown
&ll sortes of questlons into his hands for decisions 52

#hile the government wes in the first atages of develop-
ment, no cne can meintaln %.i;at Washlngton, Hamilton, and |
Adams, and thelr supporters, had any immediate expectation
of reviving monarchy in Amariaa; although monerchy was the
great hablt of mankind at this time., Hamilton certainly
lookesd upon the English system with iIts king, Zf.aréa and com~
moners, with its aristooracy, 1ts middle clasa, and lower
gsort ol people as the most perfect system found snywhere,
but he knew that nothing of this kind could be set up in the
United States.’C Adams would have honored the shief magis-
trate with some such title as "His majesty, the president,”
‘aa he maintained that men were more easily governed when
trained to habits of respsct to those in high of f1ce.5%
Adems ' opinion found favor In the eyes of Hsmilton and his
friends, but was greatly disliked by many others .55
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Washington's ldens of monsrchy sre locked up in his remsrkeble
reticence, He ssked the sdvice of Adems snd Hamilton as to
what kind of position he should keap, end the reply of the
latter beceme the basis of his officisl conduct.o®
Second Presidential Electlon
end Adminiagtration

The steady course Adems pursued on the Federalist side
lod Hemilton o ﬁemper somewhat his own personal dislike,
end when the next presidentiel elsctlon ceme round, Hemilbton
whose word was lew in the Federalist party, wes in favor of
hdpms for the second place. Hemilton stated: “"Mr. Adams,
whatever objections mey lie ageinst sowe of his theoretic
apinians;'ig e firm, honest, snd irdependent pmlitiaian.“ﬁ?
The anﬁi*?ed@raliﬁta hed by thls time united in a party
organization under the name of Republiean. Although both
parties united on Washingbon for president, the Republicans
sought to elssct George Clinton of New York as vice-president.
The result of the second presidential slesctlon was one hun«
dred thirty-pwo votes for Weshington, seventy-seven for
Adems, fifty for Ulinton, four for Jefferson, and one for
Burr. In thls slectlion, although the Federaliste worked

loyelly for Adems' support, he harbored s certein bitterness

&:’Fer mg%r raplles seo C. Pe 2dams, sditor, %rkskgg .
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in the fact that Weshington was obviously the choice of the
nation wheress Adeams was only thet of a p&rty¢53 Farties had
developed and 1t wes clesr that when Washington retired, the
choiece of a perty would be the only stepping-stone to elther
of the two highest offices.

\ In the second term Adams hed far fewer opportunities bo
participate in leglslstion by his cesting votes. Fossibly

one of the most Important elements in these four yeers in

its influence upon him wes the fasct that he had to be the
terget of most of the abuse of the now strongly orgenized
opposition party. Weshington, being above the party, was not
eritized a8 much es Adems., Adams had been elected by a party,
but playing & lone hend with no deveted band of political
followers, he haed no defense or defenders against the attacks
of the Republicsn press. The eight yeers Adams spent as vice~
president could hardly fell to emphasize all his most unfopr-
tunste faults. It wes the worst possible prepsaration for his
undertaking the dutiaes of a higher position, for he wes & man
not only sensltive, not only properly consclous of hls ability,
integrity, sand purlty, but slso vain.gg

Eerly in January, 1794, Jefferson resignsd, plesding

that the oppositlon of views between Hamilton and himself
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wers unpleasant and destructive Lo necessaery hermony. A4
yoar later Hamllton resigned. From this period dates 2 now
phase in the relations of Washingbon and Hemilton,
Nover wholly easy up %o now ~- with a rather
sharp difference when Hamilton resigned abruptly

from VWashington's military household; and with

considerabla strain in the cabinet Incumbency

when Washington's personal inclinations favored

Jeffarson even though his intellectusl perception

agread with Hemilton. A new cordiality hence-

forth prevalled. Even as the star of Jefferson

wan dimming in Washington's affectlons, the star

of Hamilton was rising . . . . Henceforth it is

not inept te pleture him as'&%g-ﬂalonal House of

Washington's Administration,

It was a3 8 private cltizen that the politiecal influence of
Hamiltan rofched its maximom, The first time for Washington
to call upon Hamilton after his resignation was concerning
the Jay Treaty with England., He submitted the treaty &o
Hamilton with a request for the pro's and con's &8s %o each
artlcle and Hamilton rendered & very comprehensive rsport
in reply.

In the problem of securing & secratary for the State
Department to replsce the office vacated by Randolph and in
other perplexities, the influence of Hamllton grow steadlily.
Flckering owed his position as Segeretery of the State to
Hamilton. As ¥Weshington found his problems mounting, he in-
stinctively relied upon Hamilton who walcomed this unoffieial

role and played 1t wilth his customery skill, Hsmilion was

80 ‘
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the real suthor of the president's message to Congress on
December 8, 1795, slthough he embodied Washington's sugges-
tions., In thils important instance the president appeared as
secretary to his own sdviser ~~ a striking tribute to Hem~
ilton's sscendsncy throughout the entire Jay Treaty orisis
snd thersefter. He was fully in the president's confidence
88 to £1l the difficulties of the government.

Washington's problems wers twofold: that of creating =
government snd carrylng out its nationsl policy. Under these
circumstences thet he should rely grestly upon the brillisnt
constructive ability of Hemilton, who was his Secretery of
the Treasury for six yesrs, wes wholly natural. The ablest
members of the cabinet graduslly resigned, probably for the
seme reason thet made 1t'bossible to find men of the same
celiber to teke their pleces, namely, the niggardly salaries
which they received, and on which they could not even pay
thelir living expenses In Fhilsdelphia., Therefors, at the
latter part of his term, Washington turned constantly to Ham~
ilton for sdvice, rather then to the lesser men who actually
formed hils cebinet. ‘ '

Is 1t sny wonder; then, that Hamilton could not help
but greatly influence the sdministretion of Weshington's

sucegssor «- John Adems€?



CHAPTER II

THE INFLUENCE OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON UFON THE
ELECTION OF JOHN ADAMS AND HIS CABINET

Intrigue

As the presidential campaign of 1796 approached, Washe
ington let 1t bs lmown that he was not to be considered s
candidate. The withdrawal of his name opened the way for a
clear party contest. A conference of some of the Republican:
members of Congress met during the summer of 1796 and readily
agreed to submit Jefferson and Burr as the candldates of
 their party.l

The Federalists conslidered several nemes for the presi-
dency. Hamllton was eligible, and he was the undoubted
leader of his party; but he made many enemies because of h&ﬁ
finaneial policy, and his candldacy would have aroused In~
tense antagonism. Unguestionably he was the most powerful
politiclan in his party and it was recognized that he could
make & president even though he could not secure the offlee

for himaalf.ﬂ "He was rather a king-meker than a candldate
for the ﬁhrana.“a The three other mosat prominent cendidates
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were Adsms, John Jay, snd Thomes Pinckney. The opinion seems
to heve been that slithough Jay's talents fitted him for the
office, his unpopularity, due to the treaty he had negotiated
with Englend, would cost enough votes to endanger his electlon.
Pinekney was an able man who haed gained considerable prom~
inence, especislly in the South, by the negotiation of the
Spanish Treaty of 1795; but Adems was directly in line for
promotion. He had served his country well for many years end
his conduct as vice~president for eight yesrs had been so~
ceptable to the Federslist party. However, there were some
in the Federal ranks who entertained doubts of Adems' fitness
In some essentisl particulsrs,

, He was thought by them to be deficient in

coolness, judgement, snd in consistency, and

they feared that the strength of his prejudices,

end the violence of his temper, rendered him

partiaularlz wifit 1n the then eriticel stete

of effairs,
Hemilton, from the beginning, urged sn equal support by the
electors of Adems and Pinckney on the ground that the defeat
of Jefferson was mors important than the question of which
of the two Federalist candldates would recelve the higher vote.

After much dlscussion the Federaliste submitted John
Adems snd Thomes Pinckney es. thelr candidates. The matter
was generally understood thet Adems was the Federalist cane

didate for the presidency, snd that Pinckney was the cendidete

%51vbs, op. cit., I, 378,



for the vice~presidency; but another intrigue was forming.,
Hamilton hed never cared for the "downright Puritan of
Quiney," and Adams had never forgiven him for the reduction ,
of the Adams vote in the first presidentisl election.d
Hamilton disliked Adams! unsuhmiaaivaAtamyavamant; and if he,
a3 the leader @f the Federalist party, was to dictats the
general policy, then Adams wes not the man for the pwaai&anay.s
Such logic could not be openly proclalimed, nsither could
Adams ! fitness be gquestioned. The tactics which he adopted
to prevent Adams from becoming president precipitated one of
the most bitter and fatal quarrels in American political
history. _

Alexander Hamllton, & leader of the leaders of the Fed~
eralist party, publicly declered himself to be in favor of
Adems; secretly he attempted to secure the election of Pinck-
ney. To achieve this he urged equal support of Adams end
Pinckney as the surest way to defegt Jefferson. D&a to Pincke
ney's popularity in the South, Hamilton foresaw that Pinckney
would receive Southern votes which would not all ga'te Adams ,
and 1f both were smlidly‘suppartsé in Rew kEngland, ?inaknay
would come out mhead.’ Therefore, during the summer and fall

XIV of The Chronicles of Americen Series, edit len
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ington and His Collieagues.
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of 1796, Hemilton was busy with a subterranesn plan to sub-
stitute FPinckney for Adesms in the presidency by arranging for
Federalist electors to vote for Pinckney while throwing é fTew
Adams votes away on other people. He hoped to carry his
point by thls management for, as the constitution yet steoa;
whoever should get the highest number of votes would be pres-

ldent, provided that it was the majority.

Election

Adems wes slescted as president in spite of Hamllton's
schemes. Elghteen ﬁéama slectors in the New England section,
suspleious of Hamilton, withheld votes from Pinckney to make
sure that he would not slip in ahesd of Adams. Thus, they
made Adems preslident and Jefferson vice-prasident instead of
Thomas Pinckney. Adams was slected wlth seventy-one votes
and Jefferson, with three less and eight more than Pinckney,
was elected vice-president. Adams was bltter because he had
reaceived only one more vote than the number necessary to
elect him; Jefferson had only two less than a majokity. Fresi=
dent by virtue of slection by the Federalist perty, Adams
actually owed his place to three nameless elsciors: one a
Pennsylvenien, another a Virginian, ard athird s North Caro~
linlan. V¥Why any one of these electors vobted for Adeams is un=-

known; but plainly, he was president by sccident.®

8Ghanning, op. clt., P. 217,



Adams occupled & perplexing politlcel situation.

John Adams might have been the President and
titular head of the party; In fact, however, 1t was
Hamilton who was "king of the Federalists,” gs @
Republican pamphletecr jeeringly cslled hf.m.

Hamilton's influence lay in Congress and sspecially in
the Senate. Thers, & devoted group of Fedaralist lawmakers
followed his every wish, cobeyed his every command, and sought
his advice on every lmportent measure. Cherles Francis Adsms
deseribed the situation as follows:

During my fether 's administration, he had
constantly exercised an influence of personal
intrigue and management over a large portlon of
the party, controlied most of the appointments;

« « » had sequired an overruling ascendansy over

Mr. Pinekney, Secretary of 3tate, over most of

the Faderalists of New York snd over osrtein in-

fluential citizens of %aasaehuaéttzs by the name
of the "Essex Junto."t

In fairness it must be noted that Hamllion sought to rule
by persuaslon; he put arguments Into the mouths of his
spokesmen; he supported their debates with aeffective pam~
phletssring and journallsm.

. A3 the plan of egual wvote for Adams and Plnckney had a
pertain surface plausiblllty, Adems did not at once realize
the sharp practice Hemilton had indulged in., But when Adsms
learned of the intrigue coneerning thls electlon he cherished

VQKathan Sehachner, Alaxender Hemilton, p. 385,
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toward Hamilton & resentment and distrust which, under all
clreumstance, were entirely natursl and pardonable. Four
years later Hamilton himaself supplied the evidence of this
intrigue in his famous letters published on John Adams.

It is true that a falthful execution of this
plan (an equel vote for the two candidates in the
Hew England States) would have given Nr. Pincikne
a somewhat better chance than My, Adams; nor shall
1t be concesled that an issue favorabls to the
former would not have been dlsagreeable to me; as
indeed I declared at the time in the circle of my
confidential friends, My position was that if
chancs should declide in favor of Mr. Pinckney, 1%
probably would not be misfortune; sinece he too
had every essential qualification for the office
and & temper far more discreet and coneciliatory
than that of Mr. Adems,ll

It is only netural that Hamllton's cool disrsgard of Adems!?!
sensibllitlies and his evident attempt to use Adams' own
friends to carry out a poliey which would have humiliated
the vice-presldent were resented by Adams. Hamilton was not
straight~forward but he was not dlsloysl to his party.i8
Hevertheless, hils course lald the foundatlion of the estrange-
ment, the mubtual distrust, and the bltter hatred between two
men, cagabla of large and long continued service to the
country, which led to the ultimate ruin of the party.

The election brought Adams nesrer to Jefferson than o
Hamilton, for Adams had shown a sensibility bo the candor of
Jafferson's frlends durlng the contest, and had learned of

llﬁamilton, ops cit., VII, 695.
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personal sentiments of Jefferson toward him of & eonciliatory
nature. Jefferson, knowlng Hamilton's opposition to Adems,
tried to draw Adams nearer toc the Republiecans. On December
28, 1796, Jefferson wrote Adams & letter to be delivsred by
Madison expressing cordial frienéahip and made some reference
to Hamilton. "It is possible indeed, that sven you may be
cheated of your successlon by & trick worthy the subtlety of
your &rch friend of New York, who has been able to make your
friends tools for defeating their and your just wishes.'13
adison, exercising a discretion which was given him, did
not deliver the letter; but the substance of it reached Adams,
and In the weeks preceeding the inaugurativn a frﬂendly re~
lation developed betwesn the president end the viaawprasiéent.l4
?he publie observed ﬁhig development and the Fadera;iats wersa
greatly slarmed. Later, because of this friendship, Adams
conferred with Jefierson on the situation in France.
Conditions existed to inspire political feuds and to
foster factional animosity. This situation must be borne in
mind in order to maske intelligible the course of Adams' ad~
ministration.

The Cabinet
When Adams was elsctad the custom had not yet been

formed of & complete changs of offlelsl advisors on the

13 oted 1n Gibbs, op. olt., I, 458.
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accession of 2 new president, and Adems retained the entire
Washington cabinet: Timothy Fickering, Secretary of State,
James McHenry, Secretary of Wer, Oliver Wolcott, Secrstary

of the Treesury, and (harles Lee, Attorney Uensral. Ferhaps
theres wers sawaral reasons Lo this. Aeccording to the notions
of that time, the ecabinet members should be regarded as bu~-
reaucratic officials; and, therefors, much more permanent
officers than the president.’® 1t was difficult to geb capable

men as the prominent ones were so averse bto putting themselves
in & position to be harrled by Congress. FProbably in view of
the existing cenfusion as to party govermment, Adems dlid not
in any way regerd himself as the official head of the Feder=
alist party or the chief of the cligque. These cabinet mem-
bers really represented the party better than he a1a.16 They
had served Washington well, It i1z interesting to note that
Wolecott offered to resign.
On the rativement of General Washingbton, be-

ing dssirous that my personal interssts should

not embarrass his successor, and supposing that

some other person might be preferred to myself,

1 (Wolcott) tender my resignation to Nr. Adams

before his insuguration. The tender was declined,

and i refained my office under my former com=
mission,

15&anry J« Ford, fimngg% Yiakari » Vol. II of %the
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It 1s interesting manifeatation of governmental in-
experience that after eight years of operation under the con=
stitution, the inecoming president should have thought 1t wise
or necsasary bto take over his predescessor's cabinet. Ih‘waa
&6ll the more remarkable in the light af‘&dams’ character, and
his jeslousy of Washington. Originally, Adeams advanced the
fortunes of Washington but he became extremely jealous as time
passed &5 it pained him greatly to always be standing in the
shadow of the "Immortal Washington.” Had Adems felt the ine
clination end been strong enough to take & new cebinet in the
beginning, he would at least have had some peace during his
edministration,l8

"Sehism in the Federalist party was inevitable.”® Adems
personified the opposition to militarism in any formj in the
old days he had opposed many measures concerning the army.
Hamil ton, Fiak&ring, and McHenry hed been in Washington's
nilitary family. Oliver Wolcoit had not served in the Revolu~
tionary War, but he belonged to & coterie of Comnecticut men
who wers very close to the earmy.

Retaining Washington's cabinet proved to be a great
error on Adams' part, for Hamilton expected to continue %o
direct the policy of the government through the eabinet and
Congress., Thls cabinet had been picked under Hamilton's

8
. Bassett, gop. cit., p. 208,

19nhanning, op. eit., p. 179.
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guldance and, by inclinstion, they were hla supporters.
Pickering, Woleott, and MeHenry owed everything to Hamllton «-
nothing to Adams; end as they faced Adams in the cabinet
room, 1t was to Hamllton and not to Adems that they looked
a8 c.hief,% A1l Bsba among his forty thleves is no more dem
serving of sympathy than John Adams shut up within the aabinat
room with his official family of secret enemlea 2 1P Adams
had been & week man, the situation might have bagn worked
out with a ninimum of friction. On«the contrary, he was a
man of ocaken character, great abillity, vast experience, and
one who all his life had refused dictation from any quarter --
king, stai;esmaﬁ, oy publie apinien.22
It seems only fair to say that Adams must have bsen
fully ccgnizent of the part played by Hamilton 2B &8 to the
other side, the Hamiltonlans, wht; formed the only party organ-
ization ﬁhat the Fedaraliats had, advocated Adams' electlon,
because he was the only candidate whom they could possibly
have slected. They knew the folbles and weaknesses of his
character before his electlon. ‘Having srranged themselves
behind him, they should have given him thelr most loyasl and

thorough auppart,% Adams had been close toc Washington's

m%wara, op. git., p. 312, lehid*, Pe 315.
225, 7, Adsms, The Adams Family, p. 103.

o , |
Channing, gp. oite, P+ 180, 21p14., p. 181,
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sdministration and could herdly help knowing that Hamlilton
was consulted on all important matters, not only by Weshington,
but by the hegds of the departments. When the time cesumse for
the president to prepers his first messege to Congress, he
siked the cabinet members for suggestions a8 to what should
be put into 1t. Immedimtely, Wolcott and MeHenry wrobe to
Hemilton ond, on recelving his reply, incorporated his ldeass
into thelr own answers to Adams' regquest. Adems repesated a
part of them in hils speech to Congress, Anyone ss familiar
with Hemilton's mode of reasoning ss Adams must have besn,
must heve known where these sugpestions seme from, and roecog-
‘nized then.

| Adams fall under no obligation to take the hesds of the
depertments into his confidence; snd he consulted them only
when 1t sulted his convenience., From the first, thelr atil-
tuds towerd him wes one of anxlous supervision snd guardian-
ship. It tock se@a time for him to reslize how deeply he
was betreyed in his own house, snd when the explosion finelly
ceme 1t wes too late to seve Federallsm. The cheracters and
factional affilietions of the FPresident snd his edvisors ex-
plein one of the forces that worked wilth Jefferson for the

destruction of the Federalist party.



CHAPTER III
RELATIONS WITH FRANCE

Rejection of C. C. Pinckey

With the insuguration Adams found himselfl at the head
of & nation engaged in & most violent politlical commotion.
The bitterness of the snimosliy between the Federalists and
Democratic Republicans was increased tenfold by the clouse~
ness of the electoral count and the conduct of the Dirsetory
of France. Foreign, not home affairs parted them. The
Republicans weres for ylelding to the demands of the Dirsctory,
abrogating the Jay Treaty, defylng England, and forming &
close alliance with France. The Federalists were for the
treaty, a strict neutrality, or, if necessary, a war with
Francea.

The policy to he_pursuad was s8till unsettled when the
insulting news arrived thet the French government would not
receive Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, the third minister sent
to France, This disturbing news divided the party. The
extreme Federalists, including Pleckering and other members
of the cabinet, would have severed all relatlons with France.
This sction, if taken, would result in war, On the other
side were those like Hamilton, who slded with Adasms in hopes
that war could be averted. They preferred to make another
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effort at negotiation, allowing the United States time to
make sdequate defense preparationas in the event of war. Only
under Hamilton's influence were Plckering and Wolcott led to
follow Adams' eourse of action,t Hamilton continually ad~
vocated moderation, even supporting &damg at this time, and

restralned the unresasoning zeal of the cabinet.®

First Commisslon

Adams' first offlcial act was to submit a series of
questions, pertaining to our relations with France, to the
hetds of the departments and requesting thelr opinion as to
the course he should puraus.3 Individuslily, the members of
the eabinet promptly turned the questions over to Hamilton
for his opinion. He replied to each one in great detail.
To McHenry, he suggested that & commission be appointed to
go to Franae; consisting of Pinckney, C&bﬁt; and either Madison
or Jsffersan,g In addition, he requested that they ask Con=-
gress to pass an smbarge on trade, increass the navy, and raise
a provisional army;s McHenry adopted Hamllton's plan and sub=
mitted 1t as his answer to Adams. To Plckering, Hamilton
wrote on March 22, 1797:

lﬁalph E. Balley, An Americen Cologsus, p. 269.

g?@r&, Washington and His Colleagues, p. 203.
5¢. P.Adsms, op. olt., VIII, 540-41.

4Lodge, Works, X, 241-43. S1p14.
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I would sppoint & commlssion extraordinary,
to consiat of lr, Jefferson or Mr. Madison, to-
gother with ¥r. Cabot and Mr. Pineckney. 7To be
useful it is important that a man agreeable to
the French should go. But nelther Wadison nor
Jefferson ought to go alone + + . » The com~
misslon should be instructed tov explsini to aak
8 rescinding of the order undsr whieh we suffer,
and reparation for the past -~ %o remodify owr
treaties undsr proper guards . » « « The Exscu-
tive bafore Congress meets ought to have & well~
digested plan and to cooperate in getting it
adopted.b

However Pickering and Wolcott were reluctant to send a com~
mission.! Adams, in a letter to his sister, December 11,
1799, stated:
There is & man (Pickering) in the cabinet,

whose manners ars forbidding, whose bLemper is

sour, and whose resentments are implacable, who

nevertheless (sic) would like to dictate every

measurs.8
Hamilton was compelled to bring pressure to bear upon the
cabinet members before they ylelded to his point of view.
In a lstter to Pickering, May 11, 1797, he insisted, ss to
the mission . . .+ the more I have reflected upon it, the
more has it appeared to me indispenssble."?

Pinally, they ylelded to Hamilten's approval of a com=
mission, Woleott in a letter to Hamilton, March 3, 1797,

wrote?

TIbid., p. 268.

p e e

®1pida., pp. 244-45,
Sstowart Mitchell, editor, New Letters of Abigsl Adems,
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You know that I am sccustomed to respect
your opinion; and . » « that if you are known to
favor the sanﬁinglgr & commisslon, so the thing
must and will be.-

Thereafter, the cabinet of John Adams meskly sought end
followed ﬁgmiltan*s advice on almost svery 1asua that arri?udwll
Adems , unaware of this backstage diplomacy, made plans
for another effort at negotiation. His task began with se=-
lecting envoys to France. The prineiples on whiéh the en-
voys wers chosen were most judicious and it was on the com-
poslition of the commission that Adams and Hamilton partaed,
A1l egreed on C. C. Pinckney as one and that the commiasion
should consist of two Federalists and one Republican., Sep~
arately; both Adams and Hamllton thought of sending Jefferson
or Madison., Adems conferred with Jefferson on the situation
and it was agresd that it was unwise for the vice-president
to head thercammisaian.lg EKnowing the personal attachments
of the cabinet members, 1t is easy to imagine the dismay and
consternation produced by Adams' dealings with Jefferson. By
the time Ademe consulted his cabinet, they were suspieious of
his motives and distrustful of his character. Madison was
approsched on the subject of the commission but he refused
to go. Then, for the first time, Adams consulted the cebinet.
They suggested some eminsnt persons devoted to the party and

Y0rp14., p. 224, Nsehachner, op. cit., p. 365.
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pdmirably suited for thelr character and thelr ldess to pro-
voke war with France at once.t> Adams did not epprove, as he
was susplcious of an atterpt to force upon him a nomination
from the Hamiltonian faction In New ingland. Adams suggested
John ﬁarﬁﬁall/af Virginia, Francis Dena, & Republican of
Massachusetts, and Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetis. Gerry
was & favorlte with Adams. Gerry's services in the Continental
Congress and the Constitutional Convention had been great, but
a8 a reprssentative from Massachusetts he had voted against
some of the Hamiltonisan msasures and was not trusted by the
Feaderalists, Of the names suggested, the secrotaries prefarred
Marshall and Dana. Adams, showing an umusual forbearance,
egresd to name Francis Dana, but on Dana's declining he over-
rode his cabinet members and appointed Garry.lé "From that
hour, the highflying Federalisis lnew that Jobn Adams would
be no man's men and no~manfs parrst¢"15 ?imaliy, & commission
composed of C. C. Pinckney, John Marshall, end Elbridge Gerry
sailed for France, only to meet with a strange reception.

Twelve yeers leter Adems wrote his account of the menner
in which tha proposition was recelved by the heads of the de-
partments:

i ¥
Bernerd Fey, The Two Frankiins, pp. 528-27,

14
J. T. Adams, The Adams Family, p. 105.

5
Bowers, op. cit., D. 345.
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All this conversation (concerning idadison as
& commlssioner to France) on my part was with the
most perfeet clvillty, good~humour, and, indeed,
familierlty; but I found it exeited & profound
gloom and solemn countenance in my companion (Wol-
cott), which after some time broke out in: "Mr.
Prosident, we sre willing to resign.” Nothing
could have been more unexpected to me then this
observatlon. Nothing was further from my thoughbs
than to give any pein or unessiness, I had said
nothing that ecould poasibly‘disglaaw, axcept pro-
nouncing ths name of Madison. I restrained my
surprlse, however, and only said, I hope nobody
will resign. 1 am satisfied with &1l the public
officers.

Upon further enguiries of the other heads of
departments, and ol other perscns, I found that
paerty passions hed so deep and extendsd roots,
thet I seriously doubted whether the Senate would
not negative ¥Mr., Madison, if I should name hin
e o v » I I tad nominated Madison, I should have
nominated Hamlilton with him. The former I knew
was much ssteemed In France, the letter was rather
en object of Jealousy. Bub 1 thought the French
would tolerate one for the saske c¢f the other. And
I thought too, that the manners of the one would
soon wear off the prejudicies agsinst him, and

obably make him 2 greate:r'f&varita then the other.

t having given up Badlason, I ought to give up
HBamilton too, Who then should I name? I mentioned
¥r, Dene and ¥r. Gerry to the heads of the depart-
menta, and to many leading men In both Houses.
They all preferred Mr, Dene. Bub 1t was evident
enough to me that neither Dane nor Cerry wss their
man. Dana was appolnted but refused. then
called the heads of the departments together and
proposed Mr, Gerry, All the five voices wers
unenimously against him, Such inveterate prejudice
shocked me. I sald nothing. I was determined I
would not be the slave of 1t., I knew the man
infinitely better than all of them. He was nomi-
nated and epproved, snd finally seved the pesce
of the nation; for he alons discovered and fur-
nlshed the evidence that X., Y., and Z. woere am~
ployed by Talleyrand; end he alons brought home
the direct, formsl and offlecial sssurances, upon
which the subsequent commission proceeded and
peace was made. ‘ ‘ ’

I ponsldered Mr. fmes'! candldate, Mr. Cabot,
a8 dellberately as any of the others, and with as
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favourable sand friendly a disposition towerd him

a8 any other, without exception. But I inew his
charascter and c¢onnections wers g2 well lknown in

France, partleularly by Talleyrand, es Mr. Gerry's
were; snd that there were grealt obJections against
the former, snd none at ell against the latter.
This preference to Mr. Gerry to Mr. Cabet,
was my Lirst mortel offense egainst my soverign
hesds of departments, end thelr discipline in sll

the states. It never wes, or has been forgiven

me by those who cell themselves, or are called

by others, "the leading men" among the Foderalists , 0

In ganér@l, Hemilton strongly supported the poliey of
the sdministration at this juneture, with the exception of
the composition of the commission. He genercusly told Wolw
cott, "I like very well the course of the Executive conduect
inkragard to the controversy with France .7 Ferheps 1t was
fortunste that for once Hemilton snd Adams took the ssme

view on the situation.

XY Z Affalp

The populsr feeling in the United States was dally grow-
ing more adverse to France. Adams adérasaad; to the members
of his cebinet, m letter requesting thelr views of the proper
courses to be taken In case the commissloners should fell in
sccomplishing thelr purpose, MeHenry snd Flekering passed
the inguiry on to Hamilton who, &8 always, was willing to
oblige. MeHenry sent in an snswer in which he thought 1&1

better not to come to & formal declarstion since s lerge

16Qnab&ﬂ in Gibbs, op. clt., I, 465~66.

1?5‘3&@&’ Wﬂrk&g X, 268,
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vomber of the peopls hed sush r general aversion to wars He
lald down s series of seven prﬁza%miwﬁ to rocomnend to
Congrans mm ch, if sdopted, would have Wﬁ&mm& the nitad
States for wer Doth by land end sea. This raply -Mmm
sontelned the Wim songlusions of Hemilton and the three
gecrotariss under his Influence, These veoomuen datlons were
almost ident? m‘l with those whieh sppear in Hamilton's mimw
latters to Plokoring A8

On Oatobeyr 5, 1997, the sommission announded thely arrival
to the Divectory, After mmy dave of walting the Americens
were mat by agents of the Froneh governmant who presented to
thart m plan of bribe paying which was astonishing in its ime
plicatlonss Thesa propositions ware, of course, rajseted,
The refusal fo consode bo thess donsnds resulied in new da~
tress agrlnst Anericen commaeros,

Wnon the Incredible news reschsd fdams, he once more Siube
mitbed questlons, now reduesd %o two, to hils sdviscrsi™Should
all the pertlieulers be disclosed mt once %o Uongress? iﬁxmm
the Prosident recormend s declsvation of wer?"® juuin
Hellonpy proposed m pollcy suggesbed by Hamilton R0 Adopt~
ing this pollicy, Adams geve 8 message te Congreds snnouncs
ing the feilure of the envoys, giving no deteils of the
@mawﬁix&@;& and mmmn&ing warlllie messures. HNesnwhile

1%mztm, gg, 8i%e, VI, 260-71.,

xgﬁh Fo pdams, ope plb., I, B17,
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the Pederslists were faniller with the contant of thess dia~
patohes and the Republicens were kept in ignorence, “Hsmilton,
private citlizen of New York, knew their contentsj Jefferson,
Vice~President of the United States, did not."® Banilton,
quick to see this a trump cerd of the wer purhy, immedlistely
began to work sesretly for thelr publicstion. Hvidence of

this 1a found in s letter Plekering doted Mareh 17, 1708. |

I wiah ha asa 8 Lenpe

ﬂw@,*suaaa nn.%ma r@aulﬁ of the mévﬁaﬁa @t oue

conmles fongre; this communicsitlon to review sune

merily the csuse of our affeirs with ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁg Trom

the beginnlug to the present momend, » +
another letter to Plckering, Harch 83, 17935, shabed the
Tellowlng:

I understand that tho Senste heve called upon

the President for the paparﬁm Hothing certalnly

ceir be more proper; and such la the wilversal opine

ion here: snd 1t appesrs Lo me a@aanﬁégi that as

puch e# possible cun be commmloateds
At the lnstlgution of Hm&lmn,% a mguber «f the House
enllisd on Congress Lfor full coples of sll the dAlspatches. The
Pregident sent the doouments to Congress in seven lnstallmonts .
They ware sompliete in every respest excupt thet he had sube=
stitubed the letters X ¥ Z for the nemes of the emisssries

engeged In the aﬁtwy@ to errange the brlbesg {op m:z.mmga

m‘ﬂwﬂw, BBw ﬁi&u Ps 584,
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ard the Dirvectory. With the arrivel of Mershall in the United
States, the Presldent completed this series of papers belong-
ing to the negotistion, At the end, he added these lmportant
words ¢
I wlll never send snothor minlster to France

without sssurences thet he will be recelved, re-

egzgim&a& and h;mcxmﬂ a5 the mma%ﬁmmm of B

great, Iree, powerful, snd independent nation .-
ihis stabement was Jeler to prove mmmmmg o hime

The one voles bHo be heard wes the denunsiation of the
mmsilisting tresbuent recelved from Prance snd the aporoval
of messures saleoulated to uphold the honor of the United Stabes.
Adavia wenbed no wer but the extreme Federalists wers shouling
ioudly for instent conflict. Hemilton wished for no wém bud
ne shouted in public as loud ss the rest.=® Howaver,; he
wished to see the Unlited Steates with a ztanding avmy: This
was a oruciel bime for the individusls intrusted with power.
Wigely hendled, it might have insured the nscendmncy of thair
poliey for yoers to eones?’ The conduct of the Federalist
perty ralsed itself o the height of 1te power, but it was
of shopt durstion, snd 1ts strength brought with 1t the events
wiieh redueed 1t seon alter to utter miﬁﬁa

ﬂ:i By ﬁﬁ&mg m&w m%* I,’ &“}wgﬂ
£6
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Proparation for day

The Fresident chose to let Congress determine wbat was
beut to do in preperation for wars Until this time Adams hed
ontertained little dlstrust of Hemllbony but with the respon~
sibility of initiating the desived system btranaferred to the
legislative btranch, he begen to ses the perils.2?

The polley proposed end adopted at this session of Conw
greas was largely the offspring of Hemlilton's brein, though
1t fall far short of the sxtent of his conseptions.’? con-
gress rapldly carried out 81l the strong measures they deemed
sssential to pesce -~ establishment of & provisionsl army mﬁ
the ereation of a powerful navy. To Adams, no part of this
program was partienlarly awagt&bia save the organization of
the navy as his own system was purely defensive. He felt the
army should be only a# nmeans of deterring the enemy from the
idsa of invasion, 7The ereation of the provisional srmy maried
the beginning of a problem in the Fedarallst perty which soon
led to the most serlous maﬁamma the disrupting question
of the command of the provisional aymy, which ia discumsed in
the next chapter.

For all her bluster, Franse wss not preparing for war.
Elbridge Cerry, previously persuaded by Talleyrand to reumaln
in France, now returned to the Unlted States, Cctober 1, 1798,

agﬁn ?u Mﬁm&, QEO gizi’ I’ 5‘%"&1&
30
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He narreted the last movements of Tslleyrand which furnished
symptoms of & softening on the part of the French Directory.St
Congurrently, Adans bsgan to recsive commmnlcations of & very
intsresting nature from Williem Vans Burray, the American
minlster in Holland, All of thess Indicated & real change

in the French policy.

Reviewing these variocus commmnicsatlions, Adams could not
raesist the bellel that & possibllity yat existed of averting
the calamity of war. Thus, about ths middle of Ostober, 1798,
| he wrote & latter submitting guestions to his cabinet con~
earning & declaration of war or furilher negotlations with a
new mw?}m The cubinet did not feel 1t necessary to re;ly
bacause Adams had previously declared tmz he would nevar
send anothey envoy unless assured that he would be recelved.
Instead, the conspirators sat down to the framing of & message
to Congress that would defest the wvery purpose the letter had
indicated. 4 sseret council of thelr leading friends, inelud~
ing familton and Finelnay, wes held. 48 & result, there was
8 paragreph in the messsge which pub it sguarely up to France
to take the initiative in the matter of & ronewal of rsgotia~
tiong,. Ademg proved thet he wes not 8 mere ¢ipher In this
eritieal period by altering the mesSsage:

The #ma;, exscting from France the initiation

of a new mission 83 & preliminery step in pesce,
wholly disappesrs, and there remsins only s requirement

i 32
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of acts to prove a pacific disposition, the withe

drawal of hoatility, snd the readiness %o do justice

both Toy the pest and for the fubure. Hegotlation
wag therefore mede to depend upon the setusl return
of good falth In ?rggm, and not npon any particuler
mode of showing it,"

The Hamiltonlans were so bent un war that they were
ready to wreck thelr party on this imm{r‘% The conspirators
now trisd to override Adams by meeting his plen for nego-
tiations with en immediate declaration of war by Congress.
dnen the wotes were teaken, iAdems nad triuwmphed by & susll
majority. This was the most significent incident yet -~- 1%
meant that Hemilion hed lost his absoluts control of the

parky comneils R

Appointment of ¥llllem Vens Kurray

The populsr indignation toward France end the fighting
qualities of the small smericsn navy lmpressed France that
she had sroused a nation ocut of reach of her armles. Some
chenges occourred in the Yrench government and relations wors
put on grounds of national dignity. By clrouitous chennels,
Talleyrand conveyed to Adams the fact thet the governwent
would be glad to reselve sn dmericen envoy with all tie re-
spect and honoy to which heo was enbiitled. Acking on this ine
formatlion, end without & word to anyone, not even fo his cabe
inet, tha Fresldent sant to the Senate the nomination of

33, r. sdems, ope cite., I, 537-38.
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Wllliem Vans Hurrey to be minister to Frence. The Hamlltonian
group was reundered furiocus by this scbtlion. Thelr pressnt
power and popularity hedgrown out of the truuble with Frence
snd wes nearly certain to ond vhen friendly valations wers
ostablished, |

Wemilton, in & letter to Sedgwick, February 21, 1793,
astated: “The steps announced in your lebter would sstonish,
17 anything from that quarter could astonish.™® Hamilton
never believed war o he e pood thing in itselfl; but the
threat of war he considered s 2 necessity in order to ruine
tain & stending sy, He regerded posce vow and always the
Tirst object; however, he found 1t 4ifficult to restrain the
zeal of the extreme partisens who sctuslly wanted wer,®’ The
sudden change of 4Adams, his eager grasp at the sarliest symptom
of returning deceney in the French government, disappointed
and angered Hamilton a8 & hasty, needless s%i}ﬁg ihe Feder~
alist party wented war and thelr first thought wes to defeal
the rresident in the Senate. Humllton's pollcy wen to nmake
the best of wist had been done and to send a suitabls commlis-
sion. The party leaders fell in with Hmmilton's views .9

de these assurences from France had come in e rouhdebont
way, Adems suggested khat Willism Vens #urray should not

36 ,
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actually go to Farie until dlrset end explicit confirmstory
assurances were recelved.*’ The sssurance came on Bay 12,
1798, in a letter from Talleyrand to ¥illies Vans durrey:
e plessed to transmit to your colleagues,

and accapt yourselfl, the Irank and explicli as~

surance that it win recelive the snvoys of the

nited States in the offieial charschksr with

whieh they are invested; that they shall enjoy

all theprewgatives which are atitached %o it

by the law of netions, and that one or more

ninisters a?zl}, be duly authorisaed tc btreat

wikh them.?

The nomination of William Vans Hurray precipitated a gquarrsl

between Adams and hils party.

Sscond Commission

The nomination of #iliiam Vans lkurray was recslived with
mixed and opposite emotlons by the Senste. After two deys of
delay, the nomination was referred to & commities of [ive
peraons, all of them Federalists., Thaodore Sedgwick, chatre
man of this committes, had already wrlitten do Hemilton fop
instruetlions. deanwhlle, thls commlittes took an extracrdinery
step of visliting the Preaidant to obtain changas equivelent
to an entlre abendorment of 1t. The results of the visit did
not correspond m#&a thely esxpecimtions. Adauns, pereeiviag
the committes might trenafer thelr objections frowm the mission
to the person namod by him %o £11l 14, nade & corresponding

4§Wim State Papers, II, 259.
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change in his paaitixm.“g He proposed to join with #¥illilam
Vans Murray & comnizssion of two other individusis.

The next morning Adems sent 2 new message %o the Senate
joining Oliver Ellsworth, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
and Patrick Henry in « commission with Williem Vans Burray.
ﬁMﬁlm Sedgwlick recsived an answer from Hamilton on
February 21, 1799, stating:

Bat as 1t has heppened, my present impression

is, that the measure must go into effect with the

additicnal iden of & Commission of Three. The

mode must be sccomodated with the President, Mur~

AR L Y SR
Thus with every objlection removed, the Senate retified the
comuission. Adems, who for some months had baet in the back-
ground of his own administration, now took matters in his
own hands and becsme the initiative force in its policies.

The pecple received the news of the most noted event in
Adams ' administration with verious and opposite feslings.
Jefferson thought that the nomination silanced all erguments
&gainst the sincerity of Prance.¥® Hamilton and his friends
inveighed the sct as 2 fatal and dishonest desertion of
settled poliey which required war &t lsast until the time
when the French should publicly sue for pesce. - Adems

42, . F. sdens, op. git., I, 548.
%&m&lﬁm, 8p» git., VI, 387,
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followed the path between thess two hypotheses: "Heady for
war, if France continued felthless; he was not less ready fov
pasce the moment she showad signs of returning reason . 46
In taking this sbep Adews knew that he was
brenking up his own party on the sve of & presi-
dentlisl election; he lmew that he was thus iIn
#ll probability ruining his own chances for that
seoond term whiech bhe desired muet Intensely, but
he ached with & single eye to the welfare of the
couniry, and in 8l) Ameriecan history 1t would be
herd to point Yo & nobler act.d7
In Yay, 1799, word came from Talleyrand promlsing that
France would recelive the commisaioners and Adems ordered
them dispastiched, Plekering, still under the influence of
Hamilton, postponsd the executlon of the FPreslident's orders
for six wasks on first one pretext and then snother. 4
change hed just ccourred in the French Directory, end Ploker-
ing thought this wmight alter thair attituds towsrd the United
States. Stoddert, the Ssoretary of Kavy, who had been grade
ually losing sympathy with FPlekering, wrobte to Adanms

Hessachusetts that his presence was m&amﬁa idama answered

thet nothing wes to be done about the French envoys till he
arrived,%? Wnen Adams arrived, he observed the confident

tone of the conclave and the presence of Hamilton snd Ellsworth.
Once more he wes determined to teash his oppovents & lesson,

mm::; ps 550,
47j0nn Fiske, "Alexender Hamilton,” The Com
XXXIII {(October, 1802), 620-21,.
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In & lobg csbinet msating he sald noithing sbout postponing
the wissionj but wenb over carefully end spproved the in-
struetions to be glven the comnlssiuners snd the next day
ne ordersd Piskering to dispeboh them at onees AL tuis biue
Adems cessSed having sny relations wliih Fickering axcept of -
formal GRAPectura

The comiissionors Ellsworth, ¥illism Vens Hurray, and
William Fiehardson Davie, wno replaced Pasrick denvy, as he
deolinod, were instructed o require an indemnlty for spolla-~
siong and to sacure & relesss from Lhe oblligetlons Luaposed
by the Tresby of Alllance wiih France 50

The posults of the settlement were much more sligniflicant
than the treaty provislons, The country wes seved Irom a
useless and destructive war; bubt the Fedarallsis wers splll,
thereby opening the wey lor a cellsrsonlen viebory in the
eleation of 1800, "Flin one mesderful eiiort, Adams had
pullod down the plllars of the party Semple mnd he gould nob
sacspe 1ts fail.” Adems' bold stroke hed deprived Hemilbon
of his lost chanoce foy military glovy gﬁl He was lel'd wita

» slheleton argy ond 0o one Lo employ Lt agellsi,

M&mmm State FPapers, II, 243,
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CHAFTER IV
THE AFPAIRS OF THE MAJOR~GENERALS

Komination of the ¥ajor-Ganersls

On May 28, 1798, Congress euthorized FPresident idams to
raise s military force of ten tﬁa&s&n& men. The commander
of this army was to have 2 sufficlent number of mejor generals
to sssist him in hls work. There was nothing to suggest that
this measure could supply an sxplosive to blow up t:e Feder~
alist party, but such was the affect .1 The problem wes the
salection of genersls and even now the thres members of the
cabinet were trying to devise ways and mesns of foreing the
appointment of Hamilton.

At thres different times, Adams casuslly asked Pickering
who should be made commander~inechief of the srmy. "The last
time he asked this question when I agsin ensweresd 'Colonel
Hemllton,' the FPreamldent replied, foh, nol It is nobt his turn
by & groat desl.'"® Adews refused to consider him and, in
order to &void s defense of his attitude, he hastily sug~
gested Mﬁgwnuz

Yrord, Alexander Hamilton, 319~20.
Baonry Adams, op. cit., 532.
S3ohan J. Smortenko, Alexander Hamilton, 225.
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Adems ordered lolienry to Bount Vernon to offer the chief
command to Washington, with a request for advice in the for-
mation of the officers' 1ist.* Melienry hastened to Ficker-
ing and the congpirecey againast the Fresident begen to unfold.
Pickering wes to send a letter on shead urglng Hamilton for

the second place under Washingtony ¥elenry was to reinforee
Filokering's plea in person, and a letter from Hemilton to
Washlngton should be delivered slong with the commission from
Adems 5 Without walting for Washington's seceptence, Adams
sent his name to the Senate for mfimﬁmt This step,
taken without Weshington's concurrence, was the source of
much peraocnel antegonism toward Adams by ¥eshington. Despite
this fwlxng; W#ashington accepted the command with two gon-
ditions: one, thet he should not be called into active service
unless elrcumstances made 1t necessary; and, sscond, that he
should be allowed $o select his own atﬁﬁ:"; In anticipation
of the second condition, Hamilton hed alresdy paved the way
with & letter, June 2, 1798, toc Weshington: "If you commsnd,
the place In which I should hope to be most useful is that of
Inapactor-Cenaeral, with & command in the line."8

HeHenry returned from Mount Vernon with a list of thres
ma jor-genserals -- Hemilton, FPinekney, and Knox, ranked in the

- :ggm Sparks, editor, The ¥ritings of Oeorge Washington,
¥ »

ﬁﬁawm, OB« Site, Ps 413,
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order glven. The President wss sstonished that Hamllton pre-
ceded the others; but sssumed that hs would determine their
relative positions imter. He sent the nominations to the
Senate and they were confirmed. |

The question of priority among the wsjor-gensrals now
brought on & bitter and futils quarrel which weakened the
whole Federalist perty. Friends of Hamilton wanted the ques~
ticn settlad by the order of the nomlnetion. %he Fresident
tried to reverse this order on the ground thet in the Reve~
lutionary Army both Xnox's and Finekney's renks wers scbually
higher than Hamilton's, but he harbored sn exbtreme dislike
for Homilton. Flekering had thia to say about Adsms' abtie
tude toward Heamilton: |

The fact is, the Fresident has an extreme

aversion tc Genersl Hamllton . . + & personal re-

e niatnty e, oy iomed 12 o, shas

& brigadier.?

Adems wrote sharply to #clenry that "General Knox is
lepelly entitled to renk next to General Washington, and no
other arrangements will give satisfaction."® Furthermore,
Fincknay must also renk above Hamllion. "Any other plan will
ocoasion long delay and confusion. You may depand upon 1,4%
he anded significently, "the five lew ingland States will not

vﬁamw Adums, 0De gite, D 354,

3ac:.. P. Adems, op. cit., VilI, 580,



ratiently submit to the humiliation that has beon meditated
for them.™C At once Knox raised the question of the relative
renk of the major generals, refusing bto serve under Hamilion,
ia eases they should be ranked aceording te the ordsr of Wash~
ington's list, The President’s sction led to & desperste
strugsle. Public opinion wes turned vigorously upon both
Washington and Ademm. Hamilton's friends set in motlon msny
plans to bring about the result they deaired. To Weshington
they represented that the Federzlists in Congress hsve de-
manded Hemilton., Te the Senate they urged that this was the
cherished wish of Washington. 4 group of conspirators, Gabob,
Ames, Higrinson, meeting in Boston, fremed & letter %o Adams,
signed by Cebot, assuring the Presidsnt of & wmiform senti~
ment in New Hnglend for Hamilbon over Knox.* Hemilton wrote
Werahlington that the Federalists preferred him to Knox.12 1n
enother letter he wrote Weshington that public opinlon wanted
him and he was oconvinced that no injustice had been done Lo
others in his favor.®

This strugsle for control fronm August 4 to Ucotober 13,
1798, bemgm Weshington, whe had the sctive support of the
cabinet, and Adams, who was holding out against it. ‘There
were many anxious consultations cover the situation., In faet
#eahington wes 8o eflectively worked upon thet he threatensd

mig.

12 ,
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rasignatlion unlass Hamilton were glven firat ;amw.“' in the
face of this situstion Adams ralented and raferred the do~
einion to the plseasurs of Ganeral Washingbon, who promoted
Tomilton. To save sce, Adens dated all thurse commissions
on the same d8y. e also wrots Fashington that he hed signed
the commisaions all on the same day In the hopet

e x o that an am:imma ad justment or acgulescenss

mi t take plase smong the gentlemen themselves.

if in & hoves he ﬂmulﬁ be disappointed

anﬂ aan%mvmiw arise they will, of courss, be

submitted to you 88 commander-in-chiefl . . .1"5 '
Thus Hamilton becams the second men in the erny and Enox re-
fused his commission; thereby, formuing another soctlon of the
Federelist party sgainst the "brilliant New Yorker,"

idems had vielded all along the line. Hemilton was
sgcond in titulsr command and Tirat in scivel comzand.

The President’s eyes were now opsni he saw

for the firet time the full lwplications of wiat

hed beoen tsking place behind his beck. His en~

tire cabinet was wholly subservient to the ocube

aider, Hemlilton: Congress wes subservient %o ?«a ‘

same manj s0, 1t nov sesued, vwas Wh&ng%m. 4

Ldems, eonsslious of the iIntrigue which had gone on, wrote
& sharp reprinand o Nellenry for his part in it. Thers was
general 111 will smong all members of the cablnet toward the
Presidents A bitter feud between Adams and his cablnet was

added to the ecauses mnow at work to destroy the Federalist

15;. ¥. Adems, gpe glb., VIII, B37.
16
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partys It was elready dividing the party, and 1ts effacts

were desitined to be more serious &5 the months wvent Ly«

The Hirands Aflalr

Hamilton atarted work as major-genersl with his ec~
customad Soul. 'Eis work of orgmnizetion and preparation
was of the beat. Deacexber 13, 1798, he drafted a lotter
which Washington might send in reply to inquiries of HeHenry,
which really covered all the lumportant polints of aruy busi-
ness, at the time ineluding deltalls of organization, diseipline,
and uniform.t! He drew up plans of def'ense, including the
W, navy, militery acadenmy, loana, taxes, and gsecret service
monay}ﬁ He prepared plans fopr the Commlaseriat and gquartaps
master's departnent, medical department, snd the organization
of the militla,t® |

Hoadlton urged the need for a large ermy because of his
own plans for its use. DPesides wntwsil&ting an offenaive
war with Frence, Hamilton wanted an Instrument for keeping
down insurrection in America and for waging & wor of conquest
in South imerice.®C His desire tc get control of the army
was but incident to a lerger plan of expension which he had
formed.®t Just whet these plans were is not certain, but 1t

17
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is kmown th&t they were connected with & resvclution in South
Ameorica.

The plot was to heve besn carried out in conjunction
with & mysterious South Ameriesn, Francesco de Miranda, who
wanted ald from the Unlited 3tates and inglend to revolutionize
Spanish America, Hidenda's plen was for Englend to furnish
ships, m, and monayy the United Stetes to furniszh 7,000
soldiers in exchange for part of the conguered territory.
Evidence a8 to Hamilton's part in the project, thet never

came to enything, is very wague.

sanda had wpitten to Hamiléon a8 early as
ﬁ‘amwy 1768, On this lebtter there 13 an en~
dorsement in Hemilton's hendvpiting stating that
several years parlier he had Irequent conversea~

tione with Elrands and possibly said that his 2
plan wes one that would interest the Unlted States.

In & letter to MeHenry, 1799, Hamilton related:

Basides eventuml security sgainst invesion,
we ought ceritainly to 3.@@: to the poasession of
the Floridas and Louislane, and we ought to
squint &t South Amerliea.

As the months went by, Hamilton becams more interested
in #irenda's plen, HNirande wes discussing it with the British
ministers and with Fufus King, American minister to England,
who was in correspondence with Hamilton. In sorrespondence
with King snd NMirends, Hamilton was careful to avold the
suspieions of heaving lent himself with the sssent of his
government. Hemilton wrote King, August 22, 1798:

22
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i have recelived severel letters from Genwrsl
Hirende,. I heave written en answer to some of
them, which I send you to deliver or not, accord-
ing to your estimmte what is pasaing in the
svene where you are.

In another letter to MHirands on the same day:
The sentinments I entertalin with regard %o

that object have been long since In your imowlw

edge, but I could personelly have no perticl-

pation in it unless patronized by the governe

mant of this country » « « + The winter may

mature the ymggaw, and an eoffestual cowoperation

by the United States may take place. In this cese

1 shall bs happy in my offieial station, o be an

Instrument of so good & work. The plan, in my

opinlon, ought to be: & fleet of Grest Britain,

an srny of the United 3tates, & government for

the liberated territory apgreeable %o both oo- 25

operators, sabout which there will be no 4ifficulty.

Witk all this Piokering end MoHerry were familisr &nd
in sympathy, but Adems wes in total ignoranes. In time the
subject was ceautionsly mentioned to Adama by ﬁ@ﬁmyi% Adems
rejectad the plan with & notation that the United States was
not at wer with Spain.=?

Due to Adesms' Second Commission to France, the semy was
disbanded in June, 1800, Hmmilton's militery service went
ne further than plens and preparations; the only leasting re-
sult of his labors being the establishment of the West Polnt

Acadeny & fow years later In genersl conformity with his

%mlm; gg;ﬂ m" ?I* %‘?#
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suggeatione, He did the best that wap possible in al) that
foll to him to do, and his strong hend was felt in ell de-
pertments of the government in regerd to everything relating
to the war polley of the United States. In mm, ¥otonry
turned to Hamilton for Instructions on every point connected
with the War Dspartment, while Stoddert and Foleott sough
his edvice a3 to the policy to be pursusd with vageard to the
liavy and the Treasury,

The record is oo clear to leave the South smeriean

project out of consideration in sesking the reason foy Hamile
ton's intense desire for war and a large srmy. Through sll
tais period, Hemilton had visions of himself as the "Men on
Horpebaock" «~ the gallant general wresting from Spain all her
vast dominicns in the Americas .28
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CHAPTER ¥
THE ALIBN ALD SEDITION ACTE

rovisions
Although the abtentlon of the public wrs centered on
warlike measures belween 1797 and 1798, other evoniaz of great

portance were happening. The stmosphere was one of great
tenslon and momentery hysteria. The opposition press sent
forth much eriticism of the admindstration. Never befurs had
offieials been so profanely descunced. To make matters worse,
much of the abuse was uttered by forelgneys; and sines war
with France was emilnent, it was oconcluded that most of these
&lienia were but egents of thet nation. Nany of the newsomers
ware sxtreme redioels who expressed thelr opinions by spesch
or pon with 2 vonomous fecility. In thelr old homes they had
baan compalied to kesp thely thoughts mors or less to thes~
selves. In Ameriea they could critieize officlisls in office
without fear of the gulllotine, axe, Bastille, or Tower.
Federallst hoatility was directed sgainst the Irish us well
as the French. HFeny Irish were seeking relief in imerica st
this time. Ireland sesthing with vebellion, was belng erushed
by the soldlers of Cornwallis. The Federslicts heted the
Irish immigrant who was beglmning to make himmelf fLelt in
Amayioan polities on the side of the Jaffersonian parky.

89



Thig feoling, in psrt a by-produet of the Federslist pro-
Anglish fesling, was, in large measure, an sxpresslion of
Faderalist abhorrance of Insurrsetiong agsinst gonstitubed
suthority enywhers }

The me@mﬁ lepders weres so carrisd &m by the en~
ezmmm of the times that they eovuld nod practice mﬁamﬁim&
The publication s:a‘;i‘ the X ¥ 2 Affalrs and the flight of meme
berg of the opposition from the House of Hﬁ@mm&nmmﬁw
lof't absolute contrel with the Federelists. The Federslists,
wmﬁtﬁméd to winning beattle efter battle when they had besn
in the minority, which was wholesome ﬁ&smz}lmﬁ on them, now
Mﬁma mastarful snd over-besring, In Congress they werse
paszing war messures &t high speed. If wer was to come dow
Tfenge provisions bhad to ba made. Bub thet was not enough
for the radicsls among the Federelists who thought sonditions
were rips for the erushing of domestic foes ans well o8 forelgn
enomies.® The Federalist party, dominated by mristocrstic
sympethies, wag now deternined to yleld s death blow to the
heresy known variously as "moboerscy” or "demcarsey.™ Conw
grese now passed the Alien and Sedition fActy and sstablished

a2 undform rule of naturelizetion,

xgﬁ*@@ﬁg; S mfng Pa 374«
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The Alisn Acts geve the President euthority to supel
from the country sllens whom he deomed dongorous to publie
paase and aaﬂ&ﬁymﬁ The Soditlon Act made 16 & orima 1lisbls
to £ine end imprisconment for anyona to print or publish any
false, scandslous, or meliclous stabements sgalnst the Unlted
Stetes.” The Nnturelizetion Lew changed the length of pogi=
dence, before begoming e olilzen, from five to fourtaen y%&vagﬁ

Views ol Hepllton end 2daas on the
Allen and Seditlon Acts

Bvery blographer has endssvored to clesar the feme of
his own hero from any compliecity In these infemous scsts. 1t
doss not sppear that Hamilton wae & lesder in this sxtrave~
gance and axﬂaﬁs,? and Adams had no hend in suggesting themS
The facts renmain thet sll Federallists wers responsible for
these nessuress They hed the full support of the &wngvamaw‘
men and senstors who wvassed them, =nd of the lesders in the
States, who slmoat believed In themy end they alsc mebt with
general sccaptance by the parby in the %mr%h¢9

Hemilbon was much slarmed by these bllils snd he wrote
urgently in favor of meodifieation, He thought thet the Allen

@hnnala of Congrags, 1K, 5743-44, D704,
Sibide, pe £778. sggm,, Ppe 375045,

V%illiﬁm Graham Sumers, Alsxander Hemilton, pp. R85-5d.
%, ¥. adems, op. elt., I, 561,

gﬂ@n&g Cebot Lodge, "flexsnder Hemilton," Horth American
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loaw was defisient in gumrantess of personal 1lberty. 10 g
wrots Piskering, Juna 7, 1798, as ¢o how 1t would be oxecubed:

1f an alien bill passesn, I would like to Inow
what pollay, In execublon, is llkely to govern the
Erzecutive., ¥y opinion ia, that widlls the Mﬂ
ought to be obliged to leave the spuntry, the pro~
visions in our treaties in favor of mﬁa&@a m@w
to bs cbmerved, and thers ought %t be gux
cepbions of ehsractors whoss sibuation 'waam PR
pose thenm toc much il sent away, and w&w&a daseanop
smougst us has been unexceptlonable. afm
fow zuch, Let us not be crusel oy vmlmnu

As bad as the Alien law was, 1% d4id not spproach the
vielousness of the Sedition B5ill, The Ssdition Bill us paased
was nild compared to the original ona framed by the Federslisd:
leaders in the Senste. The bill declured the Franch psople
enemies of the imerican veople, and that anyone giving the
former ald and comfort should be punishable with deatn,? &
strict enforeement of this bill would heve sent Jefferscn to
the gellows 3‘3

ihen this monstrous messure reached Hamilton, he hurriedly
sent & note of werning to Wolcokt on June 29, 1798: |

Thers ars provisions in this Wil which, ascording

to & curscry view, sprear to me highly exceptionable,
and such as, more than anything else, may endanger
eivil war . » « « I hope sinceresly the thing may not,
be hurried Mzzgm Lat us not esteblish a t:ymmg‘%

10, , e rom
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However, when the laws were modified and passed, they and
the principles which they envolved received Hamilbon's ene
tire az@wmm

It appears thet Adams' partiecipation in the Allen and
Sedition Laws was limited to only a passing opinion and his
offiecial signatures on them. Adams declinedto insert in his
speoches recommendations, offered by his cablnet, to restriet
the rights of allens. He wrote in a letter to Pickering,

August 13, 1799, "The alien law, I fear, will upon trial be

found insdequate to the object Intended . . %

A It is worthy of remark that this letter eon-

bains the closest spproximation to any expression

of opinien wpon the alien end sedition laws, to

be found in the whole of Hr, Adams' correspondence

during his sdministretion. He was, in fact, re-

garded by Hr., Hemilton and the ulire members of

the fe% 1 pardy a8 lukewarm, if not unfriendly

to them,- v

The Federalists vho favored thelr adoption were dis~
satlafled with Adems' lack of confidence In thelr walue as
effective messurss. The traces are visible in some of thelr
lettors ; which show o vadicnl difference of opinlon betwegen
these peorsons and amﬁ? Ademe never compelled the depariure
of & single person osut of the country or lisensed any alien
~ to restricted residence, 18
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Results of the Alien and Sedition icts

The psssage of theas two acta proved to be one of the
greatest blunders of the Federallst party.*® The Alien Act
might pass under the general right of self-protection in
time of war, But the attempt to punish Individuals for mere
expressions of opinion of public messuvres and publle officlials
verged closely upon the abridgement of the fresdom of spesch
and press, It furnished an lssue for the opponents of the
administration. The celebrated Virginia and Xentucky Reso-
lutions sprang up under the guldance of JeffTeracn mand ﬁﬁd&m,
in an sttempt to awaken the eountry to the meaning and pos-
sible results of auch legislstion es the Allen and Sedltion
Aets. As a resuli, the Federalist party, divided against itaw
self, entered ths next presidentiel campaign with but & narrow

margin for success.

igﬁ» F, Adem8, QD+« ﬁ%‘gﬁg Vi, 288,



CHAPPHR VI
THE CABINET SHAKE-UP

How York City Election

The event which set off the oabinet explosion wes the
Federelist defeat in the Hew York Leglslature in 1800. Since,
in thie ers, the state legislsture selsctsd the presidential
electors In some of the states, Hsmilton sought to slect man
of ne populerity and little welght %o insure the slection of
Federslist electors and electors that he sould control spalnst
Adpns. For such a strange procedure Hamilion had & definite
resson,., He certalnly did not wish o ses the Bepublicens
trimmphent; but he wan equally sverse to sesing Adsms continus
#8 president. He thonght thet with an obedlient set of slsctors
Tfrom New York, he oould kesp the Federslists in power and sub~=
stitute C. C. Pinelmey of South Csrclins in the plece of Adams.,

Ageinst Hemilton's medicere tlcket, the Republiecans,
under the influence of Aaron Burr, framed a ticket of out-
standing nationel Tigures such ss George Clinton, Horstio
Getes, and Brockhelst Livingston, Bupr's efforts met with
coumplete success. The thirtesn mexbsrs of the sssemtly from
New York City were sll Republleans by a majority of 500 wotes.
These thirteen members gave the Republicans control. There~
fore, it can be seid that a chenge of leazs than 2060 vobtes

7%
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in the New York Clty election in Hay of 1800 would have given
Hew York's vote bo Adems end made him president with seventy-
seven votes to sixty-one votes for S@m"wm& This vietory
elocted Jofferson in the next presidentisl election, made
Bupr vlce-president, snd destroyed Hemilbon,®

The grestly alermed Haanllton was resdy %o use triskery
o try to reverse this situstion. After meebing with a group
of Federaliste he oven went so far z8 to sugeent & change in
the olection lawe in a lettar of Hgy 7, 1800, to Governor
Jay:

Ihe celling of the lagislature will have for
object the choosing of Electors by the people in
distrigte. This will insure s mejoriiy of votes
in the United Stetes for e Pedersiist tendldete.

1 om swnre that there are walghty objections to
the messure; but the ressons for it sppesr Lo meo
to outwsipgh the objections; sud in times like
this in ﬁ%eﬁz wa live, it will not 4o to be overe
seruplovs
Jay read the letter with astonlshment, mede a notetlon thet
i% was for party purposes end that he sould not adopt 1t.%

This plan certainiy erested 2 dark blot on mzm s rooord.

Resignation of HeHenry
ipen Adems lesyned of the vosults of the slection io
lew York he sew in his humilistion the hand of Hemilton and

iﬁm:mg; 2B» 8iLey Do 237,
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his au@pertera.s He econcluded that Hemilton was dethroned

a8 "King of the Federalists." Adems immediastely proclaimed
his own independence by demanding the resignation of the

two secretaries whom he characterized as Hamilton's sples.
For seme time now he had been cognizent of the treachery in
his cebinet. There 18 no need %o rehesrse hare thse story

of the struggle between the president snd his cabinet whic¢h
amcted under the direction of Hemilton and in cullusion with
the leading Federalist senators., It will be sufficlent to
point out that the secretaries undertook to thwart Adsms in
his purpose to0 renew negotistions with France. They arrogated
to themselves rights which the constitution had conferred upon
their officlel chief when they sought by a clendestine appeal
to Washington to secure the appolntment of Hemilton to the
virtual command of the gﬁmy‘ﬁ MeHenry, Plekering, and Wolcott
in doing the will of & division of the Pederalist party whose
lesder wes Hamllton, thought they were strictly right because
Adems ' policy was destructive to thelr party‘q Hemilton was
certainly within his rights es party leader to correspond
with the secreteries and give them his opinions on political
questionsj but to use his influence with the cebinet to try

to force the Fresidentt!s hand weas another matter.

5&}%’@1’3, S?'En aiﬁﬁ’ P}J- ‘&55*&6'
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Adems ' cebinet, sctunlly n ool of Hemdlton, crested
an intolerables situstion whish caused a tremendous

axplosion
whon Adems finelly discovered the fact thaet they wers sctuslly
tyying to ueurp his sxascutlive Dower. | He had bssn awars for
soma time thet the cablnet wes not sligned with hinm bubt now
he fesred In every cabinet roccmmendstion there wes sowme de-
sign to Lurther Hamilton's interssts.

On Hey 5, 1800, Adems wes deferained to vreorgenize his
esbinet. HoHerry was omlled in and verlious dspertmental
nmatters wers discussed. Then Adems, losing his temper, began
to socuse MeHenry of the mmny things be had done. Adems
knew HeHenry's relations too well and hed experienced too
muech opposition in his csbinet not to resllzs the nesd of
y gives s sketeh of the perting Inter~

his romoval.

viaw?

The business sppesred o velete to the sppoint-
went of o purveyor « « « « Lols sebiled, b fook wp
other subjectsy became iIndescrous and ag time out~
yrageous, veneral &amm%wxx had aaﬁ&l&é fdm %im
thres ssoreteries, Woloo Pilekering, and myselfl
I hed not appointed = gmﬁlm in Noprta ﬁmlﬁm,
the only elector who had glven him a wvote in that
state, u ceptaln in the sramy, and alferwards hed
him appointed a lieutensnt, which he refused. 1
had bissed Genarsl FWeshingbon to plece Hmaullton in
his list of major-generals before Enox, I hed
sudogized Generel Usshingbton in my veport to Con~
greps, snd hed sttempted in the same report to
mi&a Hemilton. In shorbd, hore were v bounds to
his Jeelousy. I bhad done ﬁﬁ%&iﬁg right. I hed ad~
vised & supervigion of the mission. IBverybody 8
blamed me for ny offleial wnm, and I must resign,

ﬂmﬁm in J. T. Morse, John fAdems, P, 313.



79

HeHenry mede 2 hasty retreat and prepared his resignation
which wes accepted Ilmmediately.

Dismissal of Plekering

Adems, once started on the road of ridding his house-~
hold of his enemies, sent a note, five days after the stormy
scene with McHenry, inviting the Secretsry of State to re-
slgn snd nsme the day. Plckering answered immediately:

Several matters of ilmportsnce in the affiaa

in which my agency will be useful, will require

my dilligent sttention untll sbout the close of

the present quarter . . , « Nevertheless, after

deliberately reflecting on the overture you have

besn plesssd to mske, I do not fael it 18 my

duty to resign,®
Pieker&hg also mentioned hils 111 financisl condition in the
letter as & resson for declining to resign, Therefore, Adams
dismissed him on May 12, 1800,

It is surprising that this dismissal did net come long
before., Adams would have eliminated much dissention within
his sdministration 1f e had forced Pickering out at the
first indiaﬁtian‘af 8 settled opposition, ”ﬁﬁ it was, ths
cabinet engeged in desperate werfare with the president} each
faction found 1lts supporters, and the whﬂla party was torn
to pleces.™ 0 From Fiekering, Adems met the most d&tarmxﬁ&&

resistance. The secretary’s attacks deeply injured the

%. F. Adams, op. eit., IX, 54-55.

1oﬂenry Cabot Lodge, "Timothy Pickering,” Atlentlo

Monthly, XLI (June, 1878), 745.
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perty long before Hemilton and his femous pewmphlet ( dis~
eussad in the naxt chapter) deslt the finsl blow &t the union
end mutasl emf‘i&mamﬁ

¥hen Hamllton leerned of Piskering's dismlssel, he wrote
nt onee to Pilekering: YAllow me to sugsest thet you ought
%o bske with you coples and extrects of all such documents
a8 will eneble you to explesin both Jefferson end Adems .32
Fickering replied on May 15, 18003

Lest Ssturday morning I roecelived £ summons
to resign, end & desire thet 1 would mysell
neme the dey. But I dld not ineline %o snecepd
this insidious fevor. ‘The Iresident desired my
answer on Hondsy morning, snd 1 sent 1%, mentlion-
ing that some lmporisnt matiers would ronder my
soyvices useful in the oifice t1ll aboubk the close
of the present guerter, but thet "I did not fesl
it my duty to resmign.” In en hour I recelved
presuptory discherge, end on Honday eveniog I
guitted the offies, alter woriting herd, and com~
pleting all the srrangenments for the cansus,
pursusnt to 2 lew pessed In this sesalon . . « »
I =n slways gratified when there haprens s oo~
ineldence of my thoughta with yours. I have
been contemplating the importance of & bold and
frenk ezposurs of Ldamey perhaps Xﬁgm heve 1t
in my power to Durnish some fects

Pickering, to the lamst, savowed that he did not know snd eould
not divine the resson snd motive for his discherge. Cherles
W, Uphem in The Life of Timothy Plekering cemnot explain

the mystery of the dismisgsal. He displaye evidence of mutual
confidence and respsot betweon Adems end Fickering to the

B1pid., pe 746,
3‘%‘3} ?ZEL' X Iy 578 4

mﬁ&rﬁl‘hﬂu*gﬁ; &iﬁtg "‘fx’ 445




very eve of the csll for Pickering's reaignatiaaa14 He hesi~
tates between two smssumed grounds for it: one, his known pert
in influencing some senators agsinst the conflrmstion of the
preslident's son~in-law, Willlem 5. &mith; to the offlice of
sdjutent general in the srmy; the other, his suaspected share
in Hemllton's scheme for securing General Pinclmey's election
as préaidant, to preclude Adems a second term ss president,i®
On the other hend, if Adams hed seen any one of the several
letters that Fickering hed written to lesding Federalist
charascters as to the president's limltastions, he might well
have sxpelled him from office in & burst of in&ignaﬁimn;le

Adems was not fully ewere of Pickering's treachery.
However, he did know enough from the revelations mede et the
time of Nurray's nominstion and Pickering's deley of six
waeks in sending instructions to the second commission to be
convinced that he nesded snother advisor in the State Depart~
mant.lv

Woleott, Secretary of the Treasury, wes regarded by Adame
88 a friendly advisor within the fort. He deserved bto go
quite a8 nmuch a8 elther of the others but he remained, only

14&@@9@& E. ¥llis, "The Life of Timothy Plokering," North
Merican Review, CXVIII (April, 1874), 377.
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Pickering to Timothy Wililiems, Mey 19, 1800, rough dreft in
Plekering Manuseripts, XIII, 514,
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to do further injury te his good name. He continued for scme
wmonths %o combine externsl civility and defersnce to the presiw
dent, while scbtually spylng for Hesmllton.

The Cebinet After Revision

The nominetions by Adsms of John ¥ershall of Vieginie
as Seoarebery of Stete, snd Sevmel Dexter of Hessachusebtis as
Seeretary of Wer, suffielently indloeted the Intention of the
president, These two men were veoelved with satisfection by
the moderate Federsllsts, vhile they werae viewed by others as
preeluding all further Insinusticns of bergsining with the
opposite perty, in whieh they hed lergely indulged, and, at
the srime time, e sure pressps of the downfell of thelr own
influence.

{n November 8, 1800, W¥oleoott, haunted by the seruples
about holding his offive, sent in his resigoation, effsctlive
et the end of the year, which wez only two months bsfore the
and of the edministretion. 0(dd 28 1% mey appear, idsms wes
never gognizent of ¥oleott's disloyslty snd always felt kindly
towsrd him, Adams even made Wolgott & judge during the last
days of his sdministretion. Hever bo his dying dey was Adams
sware thet Wolevott hed foosled him gowmplotely.



CHAPTER VII
THE PRESIDENTIAL SLECTION OF 1800

Intrigues

&8 the preslidential electlon epprosched, 1t became ep~
parent that Admms was desirous of obtaining the presidency
again, The Hsmiltonlen group contemplated the pomssibllity
of Adams' sueccesa with sielkneas at heart, OCould nothing be
done to prevent 1t? Thelir first plan, which reflected no
eredit upon thenselves, wes to induce Washington to come out
of retirement and runi but the idea had herdly developed be~
Tfore all hopes In thst quarter were abruptly dashed by his
death on December 14, 1799, According to Hamllton, Adsms haed
lost cleim to party loyelty when he suddenly came to life
after three years by discharging two cebinet members. Hamilton
took adventage of this to ennounce his opposition to Adams in
no uncertain terms, In a private letter dated May 10, 1800,
Hamilton wrote to 3edgwiek stating:

For my indlividupl part my mind is mede up.

I will never more bs responsible for him (Adems)

by my direct support, even though the consequences

should be the electlion of Jefferson. If we must

have an ensmy at the herd of the government, let

it be one whom we crn oppose, and for whom we

are not responsible, who will not involve our

party in the dlsgrece of hls foolish and bad

measures, Under Adams, as under Jelferson, the

- government will sink. The perty in the hands

of whose chief 1%t shell sink will sink with it,
and the advantage will be on the side of his

83



adverssrios + » + « The only way to prevent s
fatal schism in the Fedoral pm iz to support
Genersl Pinckney in good earnsst., If I can be
perfectly satisfied thet Adems end f.rsf.ag*will
be upheld in the Hsst with entire good falth, on
the ground of eonformity, I will, wherever my
influence mey extond, yamaua the ssme plan, If
not, I will mgue Er. Pinckney as my single
oblect, Adlen
The fsctions of the Federalist perty sgresd upon s truce
in » party csucus which met in Philedelphia scon sfter Cone-
gress adjourned on May 14, 1800, To throw Adems over mesnt
open split and certein defest o the leaders in Congress,
with much misglving, resclved to sdvosate & falr and squel
supvort of Adems end C. C. Pinokney es csndidates for the
highest office, the designetion of Adsms for the preference
being rather understood than svowed.® Onco agein Hemilton
urged equal wote for both Pinclmay snd Adems. It was generelly
supposed, however, that this course might result in the eleus~
tion of Pineknay, s result which Hemllton openly preferraed.
It soon becmms known that Hemilton end his friends felt abl
liberty to deseribe the cheracter end conduot of Adems for
the seke of cresting en ultimeto preponderance for Finckney.
Confidentielly, the word wes passed along that Adems must be
sacrificed.>
The manegera of the ceveus st Fhilsdelphls hed foreseen

two possibilitiest one, an ettempt to poll the votes of South

By, ¥, Adsms, Works, I, 576. S1pig.



Cerolina for Jefferson end C. C. Pinckneys or, second, thet
of Pinckney's winning the Iirst pluce when they nominated
nim.* Tous Sedgwick, in & letter to King dsted September 26,
1800, stated: | |

4% the tiwe we agreed on Mr. Pinckney es &
candidete, which was 2t the meeiing of the whole
Pedersl perty in Congress, we had every assurence
which could be given by the members from South
Cerdling, that whatever might bs the charastsy
of thelr elesctors, such wes the populerity of
Generel FPinslney, that sll the wotes of thet
atate would bs given to him ~- if federasl, of
course for Adems and i’iaaimgy, if enti~fadersl,
for Finckney snd Jeffaraon,

Hemilton, conseious thet the Republieans had a strong

SIIRBIT W

following in South Csroline, thought perhsps the South Csro~
1ine electors might be induced %o go for a southern tieket
end vote for Plnckney snd Jefferson, & situstion which would

loeve the former with the whole Federslist vote and weaken
fdems by thoss votes which wers thrown to »Iaff&mmﬁ

It 1s lmown smong us thet the legislature of
South Cercline wvirtually seconded Hamilion's schome.
They propossd to cast their votes for Jelferson and
Pinckney, or for Pincimey snd JefTerson, in the con~
viction thet it would sgoure his election ms Presi~
dent or Vice-president.

4m30uth Ceroline in the Presidential Kleetion of 1800
igg%nrﬁgﬁ glven), Americen Historiesl Review, IV (Ustober,
808), 112.
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Pinckney, their sclitery hops for continuence in power, re-
fused to co~operate in thelr schames to displece Adems with
himself. When the Hamiltonien fection in the legislature
of South Ceroline, sent a delegation to Finckney to obteln
his consent to cast the vote of South Ceroline egqusily for
Pincimey snd Jefferson nnd thereby eliminate Ademe, . . .
he flrmly resisted every inducement to be mszceliated with
Jeﬁ"{m at the expsnse of ¥r. mm""g Pincimey's yre~
jection of this proposition as being wnjust to Adams, end
inconsistent with his own aense of propriety, pravented the
suacess of the planj however, his genercsity fslled to sus~
tain his collesgue 2
ﬁamla; Hemllton, under the pretext of disbanding
the symy in person, started on a tour of lNew Englend stetes
in June, 1800. No one doubted that bis mission was political
in nsbure. Hemilton's purpose wed %o prevall upon the New
nglend leaders %o glve unsnimous support Lo Plnelmey snd o
drop o fov Adsma
en equal vobe for Pinckney end Adems., Ha reesived both a

votes or, 1f thet wes lupessible, to sscure

cool welcome snd s cordisl reception, depending upon the earea
visited. In Massschusetts, the home of Adems, Hsmilton re-
colved a werm welcome from the "Essex Junbko,® composed of
the "Big-¥igs,” all devoted to Hemilton,

8 etter from "Dwight Foster to Cabel Strong,” Ameri
Hin m&gﬂl ﬁﬁﬁﬁ’ IV (Jenuary, 1869 }3\ 350.
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Hamilton, in s letter to Cherles Carrol on July 1, 1800,
sumned wp the situatlon:

The result of a comprehanalve view of the
subject seams to me to be that the event is un~
coritaln, but thet the probablility is thet a
univerasl adherence of the Federalists to Finckney
will gx&l&é& éﬁ,t% in zhia gﬁgﬁy &hgra is
some denger, ugh prestest mumber of strong~
minded men in Bew Snglsnd ere not only sstisfied
of the sxpediency of supporting Finckney as giv~
ing the bast chence sgeinst Jellerson, but even
prafer him to Adema; yet, in the body of thet
people there is 2 strong personel attackment to
this gentlensn, and most of the leaders of the
seoond cless are 8o anxlous for his re-alection
that 1t willl be difficult to convinee them there
is s moch denger of its fallure as there un-
guestionsbly is, or to induce them falthfully
to eco-pperste in Mr. Pincknsy not withstanding
thelyr common and str dread of Jefferson, It
wmay begoms edvissble, in order to oppose thairy
foers to thelr prejudices, for the Middle States
to doclare that r. Adems will not be supported
et all, when, sesing his success Mpaﬁm, they
would be driven to adhere $o Finckney.s

Hemilton mede his observetions and rsached the concliusion
thet the lesders of the first order were in a mood to re-
pudigte 2Adams, but thet those of the second order (most nu~
merous ) were almost miid:!.y for him. He merely begsn to
chenge his teetics. With this uncertainty in the ast the
duty of ths Independent Federslista of the Hlddle Stsates was
clear., They must refuse tc give support to Adems. Then the
doubtful Federsllst stetes, slermed for the success of the

ticket, would some over to Finckney's slde.
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~The sttempt o unite the Federsllst electors on Flnck=-
ney's aside hed to be given wp, or, the reason fopy making the
attempt had $o be boldly set forth. 12 The romsdy wasS Bn eXe
poaure of the sort which Pleksring had proposed st the tine
of hils dismiscel, With this in mind Hemilbon begen to seck
infornmetion to write & deteiled end documented report o axe-
vose Ademe. To deseride facts which denoted the unfitness
of kdams, Hemilton hed to rely on Plekering snd Melenry, now
out of office, snd Woleott, stlll Secretasry of Tressury, who
couvld give the latest snd by fer the most walusble Informe~
tion., To Woleoott he wrote July 1, 1800:
To be sble to give 1t, I must derive eld

from you, « « » But you must be exmet, and much

in detsil. ‘i‘ha history of the miassion to &‘rumm,

Trom the firat steps connected with the degl

tions in the spesech to Con domm to &

pProceeding 18 very importent.

Hamilton hesiteted to write the pasmphlet sinpe he had

to derive material from members, pest end present, of the
sdministretion. He ssked the man conecerned their desires in
the matter.t® These three, Plckering, licHlenry and Woleott,
rerdily agreed to the formstion of sush s pemphlet. Hemilteon
took some time in writing this ®letter" to expose Adsms.
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The Psmphlet
The aver inereasing bitterness end tie great opennass

of the quarrsis smoug the lsaders during the sumaor of 1800
ecomplated the ruln of the FPedsralist party. Adems was not
going to permit himsell to be sacriflced without s wmnmur.
He had formed opinions of the Hamiltonians which hed lme
paired his confidence In them, no less, howavar, than thelrs
had become impaired in him. The wrath Adems had folt ever
since the matter of army appolntments now bolled over. Hs
gava unrestrained sxpression to his feelings. fmong other
abuslve thingse he openly salled hls opponents a British
faction, end nemed Hemilton in perticular, as scting in the
interast of »f’ingimd. The Republicon ;arass( ropeated this.

It was st this time that Tench Coxe, whom Adems had ousted
from offise in 1797, published en indiserest lstter which
Adams had written o him In 1792 Implying that Haunilton was
andar frltish influsnce. ¥ "Phe true inference 1s that thers
wors m British factions, no men sold to France, no subverters,
avil plotters, or unpstriotic men smong sll whosse names stand
high on the roll of statesmen.™1B

) The cherge of e British feetion by the obstinste head

of the perty against 1ts distinguished msmbers sould not fall
to have 1ts ofTects in plving force snd strength to the

14
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atteaeks upon them, but Adems hed not the ssgeclty to percelve
that in working thelr ruin, he was destroying the plllers of
the plstform on whleh ho stood mma}i’*}'ﬁ These sxpressions
by Adems were repested bto Hemilton snd he used them 88 & pre~
toxt Tor writing e parphlet ageinst Adems, # plen he had been
formuleting for some time now. The pemphliet wes to cirsulate
only smong the Federellats; but Hemilton must beve known thet
1t would be irmvossible o concesl 1t from the reet of the
world. Hemllton was determined to blast Adems in the syes of
211 good Federalists so that thers would be me further gquestion
in thelr ninds sbout the necessity of supporting Fincimey.

Hemilton led his perty to believe he wes writing this in
self-defonse, but with or without a resson, he was bent on
writing 1%, He wrote to Adams on Augnst 1, 1800, for an ex~
planstion of pumors as to certain charges which the presldent
was sald to have brought sgeinst him,

It hes besn repsatedly mentioned to me thebt

you have on different occasions sssorted the ex~-

istence of s PFritiash faction in this country, sn~

brecing a nunbsy of losding or influentisl cher~

asckors of the federsl psrty, as usunlly denominateds

and that you iave scmetimes named me, st othars

plainly elluded %o me, s8 ons of this deseriptlion

of persons . « » « I therefore trust thet you will

not deam 1t improper, that I apply directly %o your—

aplf, to ascertain from you, in relerence to your

owm decleration, whether the informetion I heve re-

coived is correact or notjy snd if correct, What are

the g;rmu%gn upon which you have founded the sug-
gostion .+

601005, goe olbes II, 427-28.

i7 ,
ﬁmzmﬂ, ‘%O ﬁ'iﬁbp V.{, %ﬁ’



Hewelving no reply, lsmilton wrote ggain on leotober 1,
1800,12 Both notes were courteous snd straightforwerd but
they wers pessed over in contemptuous silence. it must not
be forgotten thet st this tlume there was nc open breach be-
twaen idams aopd Hemilton., Thelr relations wers stlll
friondly, in fome al isast. Hoveowver, ouly s shori tine
befure Adaus had writben damilbton ssking his seslistance in
gsecuring & desirable position in the srmy for his aon-in-lew,
Willisu Gmlth, to wiieh Hemllion couplled.

Hany of the best men in iHemiliton's periy sdvised hinm
against this projesi, but ne paid no stitention to them.
Seversl reminded him thet 1t was e violsticn of the agreement
mede by the cauous, but that uoved him not.l? Fisher Ames,
in & lettar dated fugust 2¢, 1800, suggestod wotiing sccord-
ing to the compromlse sgreed on by the esucus and

« » » Blrong a8 our objections sre, el strongly

a8 we would and sre willing %o urges them to the

public, we refrain because the sflfect of urging

them would be to spllt the Federalists, end

absoluboly o Insure iir. Jefferson’s success .

e« » » I zm therefore clesy, thet you cughd not

with your neme, nor If practicsble in sny wey,

thet will be traced to you, to exscute your pur~

pose of mwi% the reasons for a chenge of

the sXecubtlve.

iiso, Cabot wrote Hemilton & letter dated August 21,

1800, sugpestings

18,
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« « » #nd thepefors these man {electors) ast

m will set felrly towerds ¥r,. Adems, glving

him 211 thelr support upon ths just expectstlons
of & similer support to ¥Mr., Pinckney from those
who prefer Hr. Adem8} » + « thet the plan formed
st Fhilsdelphisa to support both, was & compro~
mise which contempleted lir. Adems as President;
but lisble, however, to be superseded by Finck~
ney from the nature of the elsction, snd “that
good faith would end ought to be observed as the
only means of success, and sa the only ground

of content alter susccess.” Such is the tenor of
our lesngusge to the publie -~ we think 1t true

end wo 2hall be grestly emsbarrassed at this lsote
period, after our sentiments sre sxtensively
imown, there should be s new or different ground
taken ~- you must sllow me therefores $to insist,
that wheteover displsy ls mude of Hr. Adams' mis-
sonduet, 1t muat bs continuslly recollsoted that
he mey be agein chosen by us, and thst we are
pledged to glve him the ’shance of the wlted
vobte soncerted at Phiiaﬁalg;h&x; 8o thab, whete~
ever iz said ogeinst him must be explicitly avowed
to be the compleint of those of ua who have yleldsd
individual opinion %o the genersl opinion of the
party a8 g matter of enoy, snd not the lan~
guage of the pariy; end 1t aﬂgm to bo admitted,
that the party, from verious consideratiocns, rether
prefer the elestion of ¥r. Adems than Mr. Pinckney
» » « plthough I think some good may be derived
from the exhibitlon of ¥r,. Adams' misconduct, yet

I em well persusded that you may do better then to
put your neme Ho it, This mﬁ.ght give it an interest
with men who need no such interest, but it will be
converted to a new procf thet you sre & dangerous
mafi. Ames and Iwgfwe that you will gﬁw the enemy
an adventege to oh hs has no olalme

Thie projeoct spread profound slerm smong others of
Hemilton's politissl friends who had not personally engsged
in the conflict with the president. They remonstrated
ageinat the publication a8 much ss thoy dered differ with

thelir sutoeratic commanderi but they had ssent influence.

ﬂ;bﬁg. s P« 459,



Hemilton promised bis slermed snd profesting friends
thet the pamphblet should be privately snd discreetly dis~
tributed and

Homilbton meent the final a%&tmtz tc be used
only &8 8 Jeens of plmeating the *leasders of the

Znd cless™ to whom 1t might concelivebly be shown,

meanwhile plenting in them sufficlent Seseds of

doubt concerning Adems thet would sventuslly render

them more plisble to the %mw of those who desirvre
FPinckney «8 flrat choloe.

Verious ressons are glven for the writing of this
pamphlet. MHany contemporeries heve eagerly dlscussed the
poasibllity that the panmphlet wes due to Adsms' treatment of
Henilton in the military sppointments.®® John Qunicy Adams
atated his views #£8 to the resson for Haemilion writing the
pamphlat:

But this baffled wer with France, snd this
abortion of the srmy of {ifty thousend men was

the ceuse of the inextinguishable hatved of

Hamilton snd Pinckney to my fethar, in which

hetred they were cordislly joined mnd seconded

the whole Essex Junto., 1t wes under the ine
flvence of this hetred that Hemllton pubuﬁaé

his slsndercus pemphlet sgeinst my fe
The pamphlet sntitled The Publie Conduct and Cheracter of
John Adens, Esq., Eresident of the United States, was
written and sent to the orinter, 1t wes to clreulste only

smong the lesding Federelists,. But Aeron Burr, by some

ﬁgﬁehaamy, op» gite, pe U7,
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meensé, nNot yet fully axplnined, got mccess fo these shaais
while pasaing through the press and ceused the oxtracts to
ba published in the opposlition newepeper fer and wide before
the Federalists obimined a single eopy. ALl possiblliity of
secrecy had come to sn end. Farton gives a very colorful
vereéion of how Burr obdnined the dooument. Buwrr, an sarly
riser, was walking Iin the strset cne worning when he met s
boy cavrying a covered haskat.

What heve you there, my led?¥ asked Burr

who wsi prons to sccost young people thet he

net In the strests. "Pamphlets for General

Hemilton,” replied the boy, not knowing thelr

imsmrmam , Eiam- esked for ggo and %he boy

complied without healtation.

The paper was spreed fer and wide through the country
a8 the best cmumpalign literature of the Democrats snd then
&t last oven Hamllton sould not deny his blunder. Tris
wretehed transaction utterly destroved any hope of Pederslist
success. The perty wes divided, dispirited, end full of in-
ternsl distrust whish mede defest inavitable.

This letter contsined some interesting politieal eonw

fessions, srd went over the publie 1life of Adams from the
beginning of the Fevolutionsry Fer to thw dey when, in & rage,
he drove the secretaries from hig cablnets It begins with a
eriticel discussion of Adema! ghersoter and caveer. He de-
nouncad the pm:mmt €8 & man of disgusting sgotlem, of

®Jemes Parton, Life snd Times of fsron Burr, I, 257.



distenpered jeslousy, of ungovarnable indeseretlon of btoupear,
end of unsound maxims of administretion. He then comes o
the metters of the French mission, Fries Rsbellion, snd so
on, in which he takes tie extreme view sgelusit Adams. The
mein substance of the charges wers sgainst the nominstion of
the cormisaioners to Franee snd the perdon of Fries who, ao-
cording to Esmilton, should have been hanged.

The Fries Hebellion, sn armad resistance to the levy of
the direct tax by Congress, ocvcurrsd in Korthampion County,
Panmsylvenlis, in the spring of 1798, Holn Fries, the lesdsr
of the rebsllion, was put upon trial end found gullty by the
verdict of a jury. He was granted s new trisl which resulted
in the same verdliet. The order of the exescution ceme tc the
president and hs grented s perdon to Fries although he hed
led the publie to beliave that he would nobt do this. It hed
been stated that Adams had declared Weshington's poliey of
perdoning Similer cases hed been the ceuse of the sssond inw
surrection and that he would prevent s third by the use of
force egeinat %hu4aff§nd«raﬁaﬁ In eoumenting upon this sct,
8o extrecrdinary under the circumstences which attended 1%,
Homilton observed!

1% shows him{Adams) so much at veriance
with himself, es well s3 with sound polley,
that we sre driven to seek & solution for it

in some syshbem of vonsession to his pelitiesl
enenies) o system the most fetal to himself

26
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snd for the osuse of publie order, of sny tusd
he eould posslbly devise. It is by temporisings
iike thess, thmt men wut (he Liead of alislrs lose
the respect both of friends end foes -~ it was

by teuporisings like these, that in tiumes of
fermentation end commotion, governments ave pros-
trated, whilch mlight easily W upheld by an
erect and imposing astiitude. !

Afber devoting most of hls essey to criticizing Adanys,
Hemilton did sn "sbout fece” and esked the Federalists to
vote for him, as he reallizaed this wes sll the party could
safely do.

Yot with thils opinion of ¥Mr., Adams, I heve

Linelly resolved not to advise the withholding

from him & singles vobte. Tha body of federalists,

for want of sulllelent knowledgs of fecta, sre

not convineed of the axpedienay of relingulsh-

ing hime It i8 even apparent, that a lerge pro~

portion still retein the sttackment which wes

once & common sentiment .28
Hemilton's sttempting to prove in the pamphlet that Admms
was unfit for the presidency snd then sdvising the perty in
apite of Adems' unfitness to vote for him, showed that the
author wes cepable of jeoperdizing the success of his party
for the sake of grablifying personal Maityﬁg |

Hemilton sought to mske 1% appesr that hae acted sclely
from motives of defense; but it 4id not requirs fifty~-thres
pages to prove that he was not of & British faction., I

27114, Pp. B61-62.
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was not necessary for such r rorpose o review st length
fdems ' politicel eeresr. The blow had been much hewslded
graong his iﬁt&iu&&%@ﬂ vho seld ‘hhg*h 1t would erush the preslw
demtj but 1t fell short of that effect. 0 Hemilton eould
not let hie srm swing fully lest he shoudld plainly commit
party trosson. It wes not prudent Yo atteck the poliey of
poace with France for it hed clesrly the epprovel of the
people., Although the asttecl injursd Adsus, it did fer nore
harm &0 Hamilton for bhoth contemporsries snd posterlity heve
sonsidered 1% en sngry aﬁﬁwﬁn@aﬁ *  Hemilton wes surprised
by the storn of sbuse his psmphlet on Adams ceused.

The Election of 1800

Adems was deprived of the presidensy for & sesond term
begssuse of himself snd three other wen --Hauilton, Duyrr, and
Jefferson. ® It wes the great Hamilion who made the dsfest
cf Adsue certsin. After the desth of Wsshingbton, Hemilton
seomed to hevo locked 2t himself ss the leader of the Feder~
alists with the president a8 his puwwam Fhen Adema tried
to usurp thet lesdership by vldding himself of two cabinet
mnembers, 1t wes too much foy Temilion's pride end desire fop
power and the unfortunste penphlet followed. Hemilton's part
in the New York 01ty election wes slso rssponsible. It was

w&ﬁﬁat‘h, 8ps gite, Ps B0, Sdypy da |
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lgron Perr who won the election of 1800 for the Eepublicens,
by esrrying the eleoctorsl vote of Hew York, for without New
York, Jefferson would not have replased Ldems Iin the White
ﬁmx&&a&&

in enelyals of the slsetorsl wote of 18006 diapels meny
11lusions, espselielly when 1t g compered with the vote of
1796, the spportlonment belng the same both yosrs. In esch
election 2dems roceived the entire thirty-nine votes of Naw
Zngland, Onitting for the moment the vote of Hew York, Adems
recelved In 1796 twenty electoresl vebes Irom Hew Jorsey and
the atates southward, compered o twenty-six votes bhe received
from the zame states in 1800. MHe received no votes from South
Caroline on either cocasion, In 1796 Adems had {ifty-nine
votes plus twelve votaes from Wew York whils in 1800 he had
sixty-five votes without New York. In 1796 Jeffasrson hed
sixty-sight votes without sny from New York while in 1800 he
hed sizxty-ons plus twslve Kew York votes.

It sppears, onitting the lew York wote, thet Adums wss
stronger with "the peosle” in 1800 than he had been in 1796,
desplte the Allen snd Sedition Lets, Virginie and Xentuoky
Resolutions, Hemiltonlsn end Pickering intrigues, snd il
the opposition of Hepublican politiciens snd Inmigrant newse

paper writors K
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Thus the downfell of the rederallst party wos due Lo
the trsnslarence of bhe New York electoral woles {rom Ldams
to Jeiferson., Uf course, douth Cercling snd Pincikney played
e part in 1% too. The presidentiel elscilon of 1800 hinged
wpon the electlicn 1o New Yurk whieh niuged upow Burr's wmanipe
uletion of bew York City polities. "Pe him, therefore, the
dowmfall of the Fedarelists wes Wltinstely dus."36

The struggie of the election, however, dld not come to
an ond in the electorel college. Jefferson snd Burr received
seventy~thres votes, Adams recelived sixty~Tive end Finckney
recaived sixty-four. The squal vobes vecelived by Burr and
Jefierson threw the finel decision into the House of Repre~
sentetives,

The Fsderelists in Congress, maddened snd reckless by
defent, turned to Burr whom they regarded only =28 g moderete
Rapublicen a8 s chance of snetebing the office Lfrom thelr
sreh~snany Jeffarson. They were rimning to perilous sxirenes,
and onze more Hemilton tried to chesh them.

1t was btime for the "King of the Federslists” to sbdi~
ente, but ironieslly snough, he st¥ill hed the power to dictate
whieh of thesa two vrivels wes to ruls in his nlacs.s! Hobody
hed the slightest doubt thet the choles of the perty for
president was JefTerscn but the situstlion offered an oppor~

tunity for intrigues Here wes & [field of operetion exactly

%81pd., p. 236, 3 mertenko, gp. gite, Ps 250.
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suited to the gonlus of Hemilton, end his sonduct during this
pariocd wes such a8 to Justify Jonn Adsuws In the dsclaration
thet he wes the "moat wnorineipied intriguer in g,mmw*”m
Hemilton wrote to lesding Federallists o hold out the bait of
thalr supnort o Burr, but werns thes thad ths support mwd
not be glven to him In zeality. e tslls then Burr 1s the
more dsngerons wmab, snd, 1 slected $o the ?r&sm@nay, ha
would conduct the government "a l1a Bonaparte."™? luch as
Tmilton distrngted Jefforson, he saw thet he was far mors
roliable than the friclster whon ba had encounfered on mony
osoasions in Hew Yord politics. While trying to convince the
Fadoraliste thet J :éffarsﬁxx would not interfere with the prage
tical economle Interasts - {iscal, comserdlal, and nenmufage
turing -~ which wers the special care of the Federalist perty,
Hamilton edvised then to iry %o soours definite promices

from Jefferson on these mettera.*? In fact, infiuentiel
Fadernslists mede 1t plalin to Jefferson that Federel oprosition
to his election wuﬁad ceasa 11 only he would assure too countery
that he would do nune of the redlcel things ﬁ%:mtm by his
party ~- such a8 wiping out the public debt snd aboliishing the

8
Hemilton worked for weeks to prevent the slection of

mvy{ﬁ' JefTerson refused to make any promis

thare To Peysrd of Delowere, snud to others, he wrote in the

38

Jersa Clomens, The Hivels, ps B75. 59,

Abig.
40 . 41y, ' .
Beerd, ope gibe, pe 407. icolay, ope gikbe, P 202,



101

atrongest terms agminst this "Cetiline of America” as he
called him,%2
The substance of the remsrksble lettsrs

through which Hemilton sought to save the

presidency from Burr may be sxpressed in these

words: Demceracy is s terrible evil; but since

the government must be democratisc, let us place

it in the hends of Jefferson, who will pursus

Ma t&m?ariainﬁ;paliay,” rether then in the bands

- of Burr, who 1a "en Americsn Catliline.”

Though the cholce that Hemilton sdvocated preveilsd event-
ually, before the final vote was teken Hemilton's sdvice
had been sc disregerded by the leading Federslists that he
was aware of a sense of allienation from his party. On the
thirty-sixth ballot, the House of Representatives designated

- Jefferson, President of the United States.

Lest Deys of Adems' Adminletration

The last days of Adems! sdministration were marked with
bitterness mnd & determination to get control of the Jjudloimry,
The Fe&araliata; 8t111 holding power in both houses, were
algrmed st the prospect of heving Jefferson president becaise
his opinions respecting the judielary were supposed to be
redical in the extreme.®% They were determined to reorganize
the federsl courts. This chenge had been repeatedly urged
by the exeentive, and was reslly celled for by the ahangéa'

“2hami1ton, op. oit., VI, 419-24.
43
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that had taken plese in the population. Congress passad

an act which provided that the Supreme Court after thé next
vacaney should consist of five Justless only asd increased

the distriet courts so twenty-thras. It established a large
number of offices with a life-tenure, which were %o be £illed.
Adams trlisd fo safeguard the reorganizesd judicliery. He be~
lisved that Jefferson might £1l1l them with sxtreme nmen among
his followers which would endanger the salety of the gﬁvbwnw
ment .25 Therelore, Adams concelved 1t hia duty toc set patyrio~
tism above politeness to Jefferson; he lmmediately filled the
judieisry positions with mon of his choies., It 1s scarcely
possible for the most prejudicsed.men to deny that Adems' sé-
lection of Joln Mprahsll for chiel justice was of very im-
portant politicel consequences. ’

Barly on the morning of Mareh 4, 1801, Admms drove away
Irom the eity, too bltter to remeain snd teke a part in the
ceremonies and amenltles of the insmuguration, Thus terminated
the administration of Adams. His proesidency had been one long
and severe trisl, He reitired disgraced in the populer estle~
mation, but he had fully redesmed the pledge into which he
entersd with himself at the beginning of his career, to "set
a fearless, intrepid, undaunted part® though not forgetiing

"ikewize to act a prudent, csutious, and considerate y&rt¢“4$

&ézg&w‘ |
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These qualitlies were exemplified in his neubrsl policy and
helped to remove the obstacles which threstensd the prose
perity of the nation st that tive.



CHAPTER VIII
TEE DEATH OF TUE FEDERALIST PARTY

The Federallst party was subtooratic ag evidenced by the
tone of their leaders. A Federalist letiter slways begen
"It is decided" or "It has beon determined,” and the "1t"
meant thst either Hemilton, or twe or three men gulded by
him, had come to certaln conclusions. In simllar ceses, on
the other side of the politicel fenes, Jefferson's commands
took the form of Your friends think," The difference was
wide and important snd eventually evolved into what 1s now
called the confllict between Hamiltonlan Nationalism and Jef«
faergonisn Denmocracy.

Hemilbton west largely responsible for the sutocratle
thinking of #hs Federalist party. He falled a8 & party leader
in part becnuse he would not accept the conditions of sue«
cessful leadership, 4 successful leasder must follow ﬁh@‘di*
roction the party 1s inclined to take. Hamilion, instead of
followlng, marked out the course end he would not daviate.
The blemlsh to his reputetion 18 not that hls public metiviity
gontinued but that he allowaed 1t to produce a4 aystem of éﬁi*
vate direetion of nublies affairs incompatible with aay &@kﬁ
of constitutienel gav@rnmﬁntﬁl Whet Hemilton falled to do

15:5' " Fﬁx‘d, &lﬁmd% 4 Hmﬁil‘b(ﬁng Poe 301.
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a8 a palitieaixpharacter wag to hold his perty together
through Adams' administration. Although he was e fighter
through and through, snd hls ccurage wes superb) he was ine
diserest in utterence, impolite in manmgement, self-confident,
opiniongted, and uncompromising in ldeeas énd methods, His
poliey of rigor snd vigor, =und his too rslentless methods of
pursulng 1t undoubtedly contributed to the strdngthening of
elvil order end dicipline; but 1t also produced oppaaitimu;
broke up his party, end left him without influence in publie
affalrs 8 |

With the excepiion of Jefferson and Madison, the Federale
iet pa§ty somprised most of the able men in the ecountry. Wash=
ingbon, Hemllton, Jobn Adems, end Marshall alones cen justify
all that can be ssid on ability; Those of second rank such
as J&y, ﬁuﬁug King, Gouverneur Morrls, Ames, Sedgwick, FPlcker-
ing, Woleott, Dena, and the two Finckneys esdded to the irre-
glstible power, As long as these men moved in hermony they
counld def'y a Democratie majority, but the instant perfect
ity was lost, ruln beecome Ineviteble, As long as Washing-
ton was in offlce everything was safe. The retirement of
Washington severed the bonds and the dissolution ol the Wad@r&lw
ists could have besn averted only by the most consumuate taot,

the most dellests consideratlion, =nd mutusl forbegrance on
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the pert of thue lesders.’ After the ratirement of Weghingten,
the Mederalists were not even fortunate encugh: to have an
undisputed ehlef+ UThere were two men who desired this posi-
tion. Admms was the leader de jure; Hamilton decfacto.
Admms had been elected by the party and, supposedly, he repre-
sented that party snd their polliey; therefore, he was bound
by every rule of common sense to hold his perty together. The
one necessery quality wes taet, which Adems did not have. He
was honeet, patriotic, and fearless, but he was not a pardy
leader and kmew not how toc sruuse the enthusiesm of his Bup
porters. Adams was not & politiclan.
I dv not sey when I became & poliftiecisn, for
that I never wes. I cannot repent of eanything 1
sver did consclensiously and from a sense of duby.
I never engaged in public aflelirs for my own in-
terests, plessure, envy, jealouay, avearice, or su~
bition, or ever the deslrs of fame. If any of
these hed been my motive, my conduet would heve
boen wery different. In every considerable trans~
sction of my public life, I have invariably acted
- scoording to ny best judgement and I can lzmk up
to Ged for the sincerity of my intentions.
Despite all his courage, honesty snd abilities, he falled
68 & leader of men therefore, he was & prineipal cause in the
ruin of his party. He d1d not wreck his party, but he cone~
tributed toward its destruction, Had ﬁd;mﬁ been anothepr kind

of man he might have gulded the foreces which destroyed him;

ﬂﬁenﬁy Gnbot Lodge, "slexsnder Hamilton," Horth Americsn
Review, CXIII (July, 1876), 181.
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but 1t was other hends than his which set the wedge timt
rent Federalism,®

The aduinistration of Adems witnessed the total ruin
of the Federalist perty, & result of dlvided lesdership. Ale
though Adsms had become proesident by 2 nerrow msjority of
votes, his party wee stronger in Congress than it had bsen
during Washington's second sdministration, By the time of
the 1sst sesslon of Congress during Adame' sdministretion,
the Republicen party formed only & small mejority, Instesd
of working in harmony, the strength of the Federalist perty
was wested In internsl conflict, The blame rested on both
tre Federalist factions. "Wr, Adems wes not of Hemilion's
coterie, nor wes he s men te sesk advice a8 to his gourse of
setion or to secept it with equenimity."® From this situe-
tion arose the bnd fesling and secret intrigue that made this
gdninistration largely a tele of bitter feud. 'Tha story of
this géminfistretion is in the melin the story of Adems' awaienw
ing to the fact thet he was expected to relpn and not ruleg
thet Hemilton was party lesder while he was only yraﬁid@ntg
end the growing bltterness of the strugzle in which both lost
their dignlty, self~control, and judgement. It ended in the
ruin of Adeams' future politiecsl career snd the Federalist

- -
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party. Adems hed s theory that he could eontrol the party
wunassisted, snd Harllton had g theory he could control Adumﬂ.v
To run the Federallst party without at lemst Kamilban’a teoit
epprovel was an impossibllity. Hemilbon, in his p&aihian,
was ab liberty to offer his sugrestions %o the president, if
these suggestions were refused he could have held his tongue
or gone into open opposition., He did nelither. He undertock
o manage Adems through the eambinet, which was eomposed of
his followers. The confusion and disaster that followed
might have been pr@vantéd, had the members of thse ombinet
besn dlscreet and wise politicians. When they found they
were uneble to bend the president to Hemilton's will, they
should have become agents of the president's will, or retired
from office.

Adams ' Ingugural address was wellerecelvsd, even by many
who hed opposed his slection. The popularity which he thwus
gchioved incressed and continued during the groater pari of
his term. Strangely the dissstisfaction of the polliticiens
of his own party grew more intense a8 the prejudice against
nim on the part of the people vanished, Of sourse, an alert
opposition led by Jefferson was always present to bake ad-
vantage of every mistake of the admlnistration.

The problem which overshadowed sll others during the ad-

ministration was the streired reletion with France, The

75, ¢, Indgs, "Alemandsy Zamllteon,” Nerth American
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insulting rejectlion of C. C. Finckney as minlster becams
known officially only three weeks after the administration
opensd,. The catalogue of the chief events in the history of
the French negotistion included: the appointmant of Gerry,
Marshall, end Pinckney a2 & special commissiony the contempt=
uous treatment they received from the French E&réatoyﬁ; the
cbrrupt propossls made to them by Talleyrand's agents} the
X Y Z letters; Adems' refusal to send another minisbter until
sssurance be glven thet he would be received; his nominstion
of Willlam Vang Murray, withoub consultetion with any menber
of the cabinet, as minister on the recelpt of & vague inti~
mation indlrectly conveyed, that e minister would be reeeived;
the substitutlon of & commission for a ﬁingza minister; the
opposition of the secretaries to the step, and Plckering's
delay in meking ready for the departure of the envoys; and
Adems ' arﬁar\thaﬁ they should sall before a specified date.
The velations with France luncreased the popularity of the
Federslist party, but at the same time created bitter dlssen-
sion which sapped 1ts life even in the moment of viebtory.
Adams gave morital offense to the Faderalist party in his
pacific rolationa of his goverrment with Frence.S 'The op~
position to his poliey inwvolved the party in mueh obloquy
from whiech 14 never recovered. The nomination of Willlam

Venia Nurray es minister to France precipltated the quorrel

Sawerd 3. Ells, Librery of American History, III, 619,
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between Adsms end his perty. The French commission completed
the split in the Federsllst party snd made the re~electlion
of Adems impaasibla;g

Time proved to all thet fdeus waé in the right in renew=
ing the negotiptions with Frence, In the long serles of
services thet hs rendered to his country, this wes certelnliy
one of the mest heroic and benefieiel, but in bestowing pesce
on hig country he alliensted an important sectlon of the
Foderalilst party. He served his country better than his party.
Although these scts regarding France were the chiel ceuses of
his downfsll, he wrote, meny yvesrs later, "I desire no in-
gcription over my gravestone other theni '"Here lles John
Adewms, whe took upon himself the responsibility of the pesce
with France in the yesr 1800, %20

There were many echoss of the confliict with France In
home politics; the resolutlon to crgenlze an srmy, the ensu=
ing diffieculty releting to Hamilton's renk a8 e major-general;
the eztabllshment of a navy, s measurs rmost gtsenucusly op-
posed by the Republiden perty, but herrtily supported by the
Poderalists of both factions; the Alier end Sedltion Lews;
and the Virginis snd Hentueky resolutlons.

The qﬁaww&l with the Helltonlens was further embittered

by Adems' foollsh attempt to prevent Hamilton's obtaining the

5onn Fiﬁkeé "Joim Adems," The Presidents of the nited
States, 1789-1902, p. 563,
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rank of major-general, This ended with a victory for Hamil-
ton, through the help of Washington end greatly embarrassed
Adems . This querrsel produced g general 1ll-feeling among
all the cabinet members and the president.

The relation with Frence placed the Federalist party at
the helght of 1ts prosperity and power during Adems' edmin-
istration., It econtrolled both the Senabe and the House of
Representatives., In 1798, at the helght of the popular fury
egainst Prance, the Federallists in Congress presumed too much
uponvtheir strength and passed the famous Alien end Sedition
Bots. Although the Allen end Sedition Acts grew out of a
momentery hysteria, not incomparsble to that which produced
the Sslem persecutions for witcheraft, they rested an.an out=
worn idaal.ll Thelr fallure left such a deep impression on
the publle consclcusness thet never since that day hes our
government attempted to regulate what citizens should think
or say about public offieciels,.

Cutwardly, the Federalist party was grest and powsrful
but within their dissenslions were reaching & climex. The
gltuation orested by Hamllton's influence on the cabinet on
every matter was enough to ceuse more even~tempered men than
Adems to lose control over themselves, The coslitiocn between
Hemilton and Adams' cabinet -~ MecHenry, Plekering, snd Woléott «~
placed enemies as well a3 sples in Adams' cemp, snd this mey

uﬁaﬂﬁatt, @D ‘ﬁitt‘ },3- 86&0
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account in some measure for Adems' omission in consulting
his cabinet,*® The dismissal of MeHenry and Pickering split
the party in twein snd geve the aumntry 8 strangs spectacle
of Federalists wrengling, contendlng, and overwhelming each
other with abuse.

Adams ' cendidacy for the office of president in 1800
brought open warfars between Hamilton and Adams. Between them
there had been for some time a feeling of jeslousy snd dis~
trust. It was not based upon any serious difference of policy,
but simply upon the fact that one party was not largs enocugh
to hold two men of such aggressive and mesterful temperament.bd
S8ince the controversles were over personal differences rather
then of prinoiples, the sltuation was marked by pettiness on
both sides. ‘ﬁy intrigue Hamllton trled to secure the election
of C, C. Pinclmey slthough the Federalist caucus had agresd
on equal support for Adams and FPinclmey. The year 1800 was
& time when the sense of political honoy was running low.

Hemilton prepered an srrvelgnment of Adams in

a trect professedly private; but there wag no sufe
fisiant reason for praparaticn unless 1t was ine
tonded to defest Adams' chence of re-electlioni and
it &u@h\gﬁu the intent there was no ground for
privacy.

18
Justin Winsor, N tiva end Critical semrg of Amaerics
Vi, 336, eiting Vﬁﬂ aai Pargiaa, PPe wZT. *

15
Jobhn Fiske, "Alexender Hemilton,™ The Cosmopolitan,

XXXIII (October, 19@3), 620,

4
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For one leader to publish en attack upon the character of a
candidete upon the eve of a doubtful contest for the prealdency
was utter madness. It precipitated the ocatastrophe of the
Federslist party. As a result of the publication of the
pemphlet sntitled The Public Conduct and Chsracter of John
Adams, Esq., President of the United States, Hamilton lost

the leadership of the Federaslist party, and the Federalists

lost the alqatinn,ls The renk and file openly blamed Ham~
1lton for the loss of the election. His "Letter" had stirred
up 2 hornet's nest. Had Hemilton been prosecuted for this
attack on the president under the Seditlon Agt passed by his
party, es was threatensd by & political oppenent, it would
have been only & just rebuke to him and to his partywlﬁ

0f eourse Asron Burr, a bitter enemy of Hamilton, conw
tributed his share to the defeat of the Federalist party by
the pert he played in the New York City eleetion in 1800,
By framing & ticket of outstanding national figures he was
able to defeat Hemilton's mediocre ticket, thus lnsuring
Republican presidentlal electors. Adems would have been
elected if he had received the New York vote.

The Federelist party lost power snd disappeared, alﬁhauah
it did have some influence through John Marshall as chlel~

mﬁmnw, op. cit., p. 238,
lﬁﬂnexglageﬁgu Bpitanice, XI, 125,
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Justice of the Supreme Court for the next thirity yesrs.
Hemilton, with only four yeers left until his desth at the
hands of Asaron Burr, was now on. the outside of the sdministra~
tiog of publlc affairs. Adams, sn embittered and fri&mdiﬁ&a
man, retired to Massachusetts to llve for snother quarter of
a century. DBetween them these two men had &aatvoy&& their
party. Hot tempered end domineering, neithsr would give way,
and the real, 1f not avowed, struggle between them brought
down In ruln the party they had helped to bulld,

This quarrel had such vitelity that it survived to other
generations, Historians in each Tamily kept the warfare im-
mortel. The Adams writers represented Hamilton as clandes-
tine end dishonorable., The Hamilton writers rapﬁma@nt Adems
ag an obstinate blunderer, whom Hamilton strove to ké@p from
working mischief, In fmet, Hamiltion, though constantly
carried by his antipathy beyond the limlts of good judgement,
dld nothing morelly reprehensible; Adams, though mammitiﬁg
very provoking errora ss a politliclan and party leadsr, never
woent far wrong a3 a statesman and patriot,

The Federalist party had done a great work toward soly~
ing the problems of effective organization of the new govern-
ment, The United States was respected abroad, strong and |
powerful at hame; secure undor a sabttled and stable govern<
mant, and fairly well started on the broad road of greatness
and prosperity. The Federaelist party was a party of superior



class, 4in which there was a dozen men of great ablllity and
administrative experience presldlng over the party's des-
tinies. What, then, stood in their way of continued success?
The snswer lay in their intense opposition to giving "the |
people® a strong volce in the govarnmantQ There was a grow=
ing demand on the part of the common people foy & share in
the gavgrnmant; but the Federalists did not listen Ho publie
opinion., A second resson was that the sutoverstic Federslists
appaa?ad imperialistiec in the eyes of many, as evidenced by
Hamilton's dreams of expsnsion, The third stumbling block
to the long-continued dominsnce of the Federalisi pardy was
the lack of‘harmany within its ranks which clustered aﬁaut
Alexender Hamilton end John Adams.

Tuls party brought into contempt the ldeal of government
by the superior clesses and no capable politiclan since 1800
has dared to place hls causs on any other ground than the
will of the people. Hamilbton could not ses, or would not
soncede, the predominating forces developing in Americen 1lifg -«
local selfw-government and damaaraay.lq

The Federalist perty 4dld not recognize the natural de~
veloping tendency toward broadening the right of suflrage
in all the states. At length, they geve Jelferson, thelr
mastarly opponent, an opportunity to orgenize a majority of

the people against thelr supremscy. He belleved that the

lv’o‘iinaaz', opes Clte, P 269,
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groat majority of Americens were cepable of self-government
under the right conditions, and was most succeseful in cest~
ing mueh unpopularity about the Federslist party. Jeffer~
sonian Damocracy came into power in 1800 in direct line with
solonial development; Hemiltonian Federslism bad been a
break in the development, Thie can explain in pert the overw
throw of the Federalists, despite their briliient success in

orgenizing the government.
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