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attended “Social Media and Digital Communities: A Roundtable Discussion,” a session featured 

at the Digital Frontiers 2012 conference sponsored by the UNT Libraries. The roundtable 

speakers and titles of their presentations included Jennie Fleming, “Examining Flickr’s The 

Commons: What does creative interaction with digital image archives mean for users and 

institutions?,” Robert Emery, “Telling Stories of The Dallas Way: Finding LGBT History and 

Creating Community Using Social Media,” Heidi J. Wachter , “RevolutionaryAct.com and 

ExperienceLife.com,” and Mariette Papić, “Digital Rights, Media and Practice: The Right to 

Bear Arms in The Information Age.” Spencer Keralis, UNT Libraries’ Director for Digital 

Scholarship, moderated the roundtable.   

 

Students in Way’s seminar are studying how recent scholarship on belonging illuminates 

contemporary and historical art and art history. They are considering how art and culture foster 

belonging to a place as well as a nation, and the ways that places index belonging, inclusion and 

exclusion. A primary concern is the way the creation and use of works of art participate in 

facilitating someone or something belonging or not. There are also questions of what counts as a 

belonging and how this relates to someone belonging to someone, thing or a place. Ways of 

facilitating belonging include civilize, salvage, domesticate, diplomacy, accommodate, 

remember. Examples of forms of belonging include autochthony, citizenship, memory and 

heritage. Ways of not belonging encompass but are not limited to outsiderness, alienation, 

dislocation, refugee, and homelessness.  

 

Way charged her students with writing a short paper to explore connections between the 

roundtable and their seminar studies. What follows is a short paper by graduate student, Allison 

Jarek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Allison Jarek 

 

The Dallas Way – A GLBT History Project is an attempt to preserve the history of the GLBT 

community, which is especially important in a marginalized and underrepresented community 

such as this. The project facilitates communication within the GLBT community by transcribing 

the stories of members of the community. This act both strengthens the community and increases 

its visibility.  Increasing the visibility of an under-represented group such as this is especially 

important because, as Gurminder K. Bhambra says, “the invocation of culture as the basis for the 

development of ideas of multiculturalism and the establishment of minority rights… can also 

have the effect of restricting possibilities of identity and group construction other than those 

associated with cultural identities. By privileging a particular identity, that of culture, other 

identities that could be argued to be as important, such as those based around understandings of 

gender, sexual orientation and labor relations, are excluded.” (Bhambra, 36) It is important for 

minority groups to have an active community and facilitate their own sense of belonging as they 

are not considered the universal norm and “with a particular culture being universalized as the 

norm, all others then remain locked in a peripheral, marginal existence that, however much it 

may be understood, is only ever discussed in terms of its distance from the center, and thereby 

the distinction between ‘us’ and ‘them’ is perpetuated.” (Bhambra, 36) In other words, the GLBT 

culture is not seen as the universal norm, and thus, risks being marginalized. For this reason, 

projects like The Dallas Way are very important, as it makes the community more visible and 

normalized, and offers a community for the members to belong to. 
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