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attended “Social Media and Digital Communities: A Roundtable Discussion,” a session featured 

at the Digital Frontiers 2012 conference sponsored by the UNT Libraries. The roundtable 

speakers and titles of their presentations included Jennie Fleming, “Examining Flickr’s The 

Commons: What does creative interaction with digital image archives mean for users and 

institutions?,” Robert Emery, “Telling Stories of The Dallas Way: Finding LGBT History and 

Creating Community Using Social Media,” Heidi J. Wachter , “RevolutionaryAct.com and 

ExperienceLife.com,” and Mariette Papić, “Digital Rights, Media and Practice: The Right to 

Bear Arms in The Information Age.” Spencer Keralis, UNT Libraries’ Director for Digital 

Scholarship, moderated the roundtable.   

 

Students in Way’s seminar are studying how recent scholarship on belonging illuminates 

contemporary and historical art and art history. They are considering how art and culture foster 

belonging to a place as well as a nation, and the ways that places index belonging, inclusion and 

exclusion. A primary concern is the way the creation and use of works of art participate in 

facilitating someone or something belonging or not. There are also questions of what counts as a 

belonging and how this relates to someone belonging to someone, thing or a place. Ways of 

facilitating belonging include civilize, salvage, domesticate, diplomacy, accommodate, 

remember. Examples of forms of belonging include autochthony, citizenship, memory and 

heritage. Ways of not belonging encompass but are not limited to outsiderness, alienation, 

dislocation, refugee, and homelessness.  

 

Way charged her students with writing a short paper to explore connections between the 

roundtable and their seminar studies. What follows is a short paper by graduate student, Justin 

Strickland Hoff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Justin Strickland Hoff 

 

During the roundtable discussion “Social Media and Digital Communities” the panelists 

explored different digital identities by way of social media.  The interesting part of this is social 

media outlets were always referred to as “communities”.  This idea of community is, by and 

large, a far cry from our postmodern western concept of what community is.  This concept of 

online communities is a relatively new one, yet it is one that has become a salient part of our 

culture.  How then, do we make sense of a community that has no geographic location?  In his 

essay Frederick N. Bohrer points out why it may be that this model of community makes more 

sense to us than a geographically based model.  Bohrer points out that the original meaning of 

the word belonging did not have a geographical component.  Instead, belonging was a way in 

which people or objects correspond to and associate with one another.  This is contrary to our 

modern notion of belonging being associated with ownership and formal attachments (Bohrer, 

28).  When we think about belonging as a way to make sense of how people correspond or 

associate with one another an online community seems to become a better example of a 

community than many that physically exist in the real world.  An online community is a place 

where people can come together to share ideas and opinions with one another (correspond) as is 

evident in Jennie Flemming’s research of Flickr based curatorial opportunities.  Robert Emery 

discussed how a group such as the GLBT could use a similar online community to help associate 

with others like them.  In the medium of online communities it seems that the lack of physical 

boundaries helps to make them more successful at being a community than others that are 

geographically afflicted.  
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